Document 2: From Notes on the State of Virginia (1783), Query XIV, “Laws”

They seem to require less sleep. A black, after hard labour through the day, will be induced by the
slightest amusements to sit up till midnight, or later, though knowing he must be out with the first dawn
of morning. They are at least as brave, and more adventuresome. But this may perhaps proceed from a
want of fore-thought, which prevents their seeing a danger till it be present. When present, they do not
go through it with more coolness or steadiness than the whites. They are more ardent after their
female, but love seems with them to be more an eager desire, than a tender delicate mixture of
sentiment and sensation. Their griefs are transient. Those numberless afflictions, which render it
doubtful whether heaven has given life to us in mercy or in wrath, are less felt, and sooner forgotten
with them. In general, their existence appears to participate more of sensation than reflection. . .never
yet could | find that a black had uttered a thought above the level of plain narration; never see even an

elementary trait of painting or sculpture.

© 2012 The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History
www.gilderlehrman.org



http://www.gilderlehrman.org/

