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Document 1: In Congress, July 4, 1776 

A DECLARATION 

By the REPRESENATIVES of the 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

In GENERAL Congress assembled 

When in the Course of human Events, it becomes necessary for one People to dissolve the Political 
Bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the Powers of the Earth, the 
separate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and Nature’s God entitle them, a decent 
Respect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that should declare the causes which impel t hem to the 
Separation. 

We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
Powers from the Consent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its Foundation on such Principles, and organizing its Powers in such Form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.  Prudence, indeed, will dictate that 
that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient Causes and accordingly 
all Experiences hath shewn, that Mankind are more disposed to suffer, while Evils are sufferable, than to 
right themselves by abolishing the Forms to which they are accustomed.  But when a long Train of 
Abuses and Usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a Design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw off all such Government, and to provide 
new Guards for their future Security.  Such has been the patient Sufferance of these Colonies; and such 
now the Necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government.  The History of 
the present King of Great-Britain is a History of repeated Injuries and Usurpations, all having in direct 
Object the Establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.  To prove this, let Facts be submitted 
to a candid World. . . .  

 

. . .He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty 
in the persons of a distant people who never offended him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in 
another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their transportation hither.  This piratical warfare, 
the opprobrium of INFIDEL powers, is the warfare of the CHRISTIAN king of Great Britain.  Determined to 
keep open a market where MEN should be bought and sold, he has prostituted his negative for 
suppressing every legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain the execrable commerce.  And that this 
assemblage of horrors might want no fact of distinguished die, he is now exciting those very people to 
rise in arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which he has deprived them, by murdering the 
people on who he also obtruded them: thus paying off former crimes committed against the LIBERTIES of 
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one people, with crimes which he urges them to commit against the LIVES of another. . . .  

[NOTE: The italicized paragraph was in Jefferson’s original draft of the Declaration but was excised by 
the Continental Congree..] 
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