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President Eisenhower, Executive Order 10730,  
and the Crisis in Little Rock

  President Eisenhower broadcasts his concerns about the Little Rock crisis, 
September 24, 1957. (National Archives)  72-2433-9
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UNIT OVERVIEW

This unit is one of the Gilder Lehrman Institute’s Teaching Literacy through History resources, designed to align with the 
Common Core State Standards. These units were developed to enable students to understand, summarize, and evaluate 
original materials of historical significance. Through a step-by-step process, students will acquire the skills to analyze, assess, 
and develop knowledgeable and well-reasoned viewpoints on primary and secondary sources.

In these three lessons the students will analyze and assess Executive Order 10730, which was issued by President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower on September 23, 1957, in response to a crisis concerning the integration of Central High School in Little 
Rock, Arkansas. Additionally, the students will compare and contrast reactions to President Eisenhower’s executive order 
by examining and evaluating letters that were written to the White House by American citizens in response to this policy. 
The students will use close textual analysis to draw conclusions and present arguments as directed in each lesson. They will 
compose a persuasive essay supported by textual evidence from the documents to express and defend their viewpoints.

UNIT OBJECTIVES

Students will be able to

• Close read informational text for comprehension and critical analysis

• Identify, interpret, explain, and evaluate the main ideas in primary and secondary source documents

• Cite evidence to support responses to critical thinking questions

• Analyze and assess the similarities and differences in arguments presented in primary source documents

• Develop and defend a viewpoint citing evidence from primary source documents

• Collaborate effectively with classmates to develop and express positions and viewpoints (in both small-group and whole-
class discussions and in written responses)

NUMBER OF CLASS PERIODS: 3

GRADE LEVEL(S): 7–12

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

• Was Executive Order 10730 an appropriate and effective exercise of presidential power to enforce school integration?

• Was President Eisenhower justified in using federal troops and the National Guard to enforce judicial decisions in favor of 
school integration?

• To what extent can presidential actions positively change racial attitudes and mores?

President Eisenhower, Executive Order 10730, and the Crisis in Little Rock
BY TIM BAILEY
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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary 
describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.6: Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics, 
including which details they include and emphasize in their respective accounts.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.9-10.8: Assess the extent to which the reasoning and evidence in a text support the author’s claims. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, 
connecting insights gained from specific details to an understanding of the text as a whole.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RH.11-12.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an 
accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.9-10.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly and persuasively. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
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OBJECTIVES

In this lesson the students will read, analyze, and assess both a secondary source that provides background information and 
historical context for Executive Order 10730 and the executive order itself. They will use the lesson’s two activity sheets 
to facilitate a close reading of both texts. Students’ comprehension will be evaluated through small-group and whole-class 
discussions and their successful completion of the two organizers.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The US Supreme Court’s unanimous decision in the landmark case of Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) was a 
turning point in the Civil Rights Movement. The Supreme Court based its decision on both legal arguments and psychological 
evidence that demonstrated that African American children often experienced feelings of inferiority as a result of living 
in a discriminatory and segregated society. Therefore, segregated facilities, such as schools, could not be equal because of 
their inherent negative impact on African Americans. The Court asserted that segregated schools violated the Fourteenth 
Amendment’s guarantee of equal protection of the laws, for “separate facilities are inherently unequal.” Subsequently, the 
Supreme Court ordered that segregation in schools must end with “all deliberate speed.” This ruling in Brown v. Board of 
Education of Topeka (1954) reversed the Supreme Court’s previous decision in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), which had stipulated 
that racial segregation of public facilities, such as hotels, railroads, restaurants, schools, etc., was constitutional if those 
facilities were “separate but equal” in quality.

Many states and school districts, especially in the Deep South, strongly resisted the desegregation of their schools, either by 
closing their public schools or preventing African American students from entering schools that had been attended by only 
white students. The first major challenge to the Brown v. Board of Education decision occurred in Little Rock, Arkansas, when 
Governor Orval Faubus disregarded the Little Rock Board of Education’s proposed desegregation plan, alleged that violence 
was imminent, and posted units of the Arkansas National Guard around the city’s Central High School to prevent nine African 
American students from entering the school building. After a conversation with Eisenhower, Faubus withdrew the National 
Guard. The nine African American students attempted to enter Central High School through a rear door. Chaos and violence 
ensued as a white mob rushed the school building and was barely restrained by the local police. 

Although President Dwight Eisenhower was reluctant to intervene in this local crisis and had some reservations about 
the Brown decision, he recognized that Governor Faubus’s actions undermined the power of the federal government and 
challenged the constitutional authority of the US Supreme Court. Therefore, on September 23, 1957, the President issued 
Executive Order 10730, which federalized the Arkansas National Guard and sent one thousand US Army soldiers to Little Rock 
to restore and maintain order, enforce the Supreme Court’s desegregation decision, and protect the African American students.

MATERIALS

•	 “Executive Order 10730: Desegregation of Central High School (1957),” 100 Milestone Documents, US National Archives 
& Records Administration, http://www.ourdocuments.gov

•	 Critical Thinking Questions: “Executive Order 10730: Desegregation of Central High School (1957)”

•	 Dwight D. Eisenhower, Executive Order 10730: Providing Assistance for the Removal of an Obstruction of Justice within 
the State of Arkansas, September 23, 1957, 22 FR [Federal Register] 7628 (1957), www.govinfo.gov

•	 Document Analysis: Executive Order 10730

LESSON 1
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PROCEDURE

At your discretion you may choose to have the students do the lesson individually, as partners, or in small groups of no more 
than three or four students. 

1. Discuss the information in the introduction, but do not provide extensive historical background at this point so that the 
students can discover the meaning of the text as they read.

2. Hand out “Executive Order 10730: Desegregation of Central High School (1957)” and the accompanying Critical Thinking 
Questions activity sheet. Ensure that the students can distinguish between primary and secondary sources.

3. Decide whether the text is at a level that is manageable for your students on an independent reading level. If it is, then let 
them do a close reading of the text and complete the activity sheet.

4. If the text is more challenging for your students, then “share read” the document with the class. To share read, have the 
students follow along silently while you begin reading aloud, modeling prosody, inflection, and punctuation. Ask the class to 
join in with the reading after a few sentences while you continue to read along with the students, still serving as the model. 
This technique will support struggling readers as well as English language learners (ELL).

5. The students should now reread the document and use the critical thinking questions to guide their reading. If you are having 
students work with partners or in groups, let them negotiate the best answers. Students can brainstorm as partners or small 
groups, but they must complete their own activity sheets. Emphasize that they are to use the author’s own words as evidence 
to support their answers.

6. Class discussion: Have students share their answers to the critical thinking questions. Compare the responses from different 
students or groups. 

7. Hand out Executive Order 10730. This text is more difficult than the previous document. If it is manageable for your students 
on an independent reading level, let them do a close reading of the text; if not, then share read it with the students as 
described above.

8. Students will now select the reasons for and actions resulting from this Executive Order, completing the activity sheet, and 
share their conclusions as part of a larger class discussion.
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OBJECTIVES

In this lesson the students will read letters written by American citizens criticizing President Dwight Eisenhower and his 
handling of the school desegregation crisis in Little Rock, Arkansas. These letters convey the concerns of a large proportion 
of the American public regarding racial integration in 1957. The students will examine and evaluate the letters and gain an 
understanding of the issues and arguments expressed in them. The students will then select and analyze important phrases 
and/or sentences from these letters and assess their significance. Successful completion of this activity sheet as well as the 
quality of the students’ participation in small-group and whole-class discussions will demonstrate their level of comprehension 
about these issues. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The school desegregation crisis in Little Rock, Arkansas, elicited strong reactions from many Americans. Some supported 
the President’s decision to federalize the Arkansas National Guard and send US soldiers to protect the African American 
students integrating Little Rock’s Central High School. Indeed, Eisenhower was the first president since the Reconstruction 
era to employ federal troops to protect the rights of African Americans. Other Americans vehemently opposed forced school 
integration and felt the President’s actions undermined patriotism, public safety, and states’ rights. Their letters allow us to 
take a very close look at what people were feeling and thinking about segregation or integration in the nation’s schools as well 
as President Eisenhower’s handling of the situation.

Governor Orval Faubus and the Arkansas legislature challenged the constitutional validity of the Supreme Court’s Brown 
decision and whether state officials had to submit to federal court orders. In Cooper v. Aaron (1958), the Supreme Court 
unanimously ruled that “the interpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment enunciated by this Court in the Brown case (1954) 
is the Supreme law of the land.”

MATERIALS

•	 Five Letters Written in Opposition to Executive Order 10730, “Civil Rights: Citizens’ Letters on the Little Rock Crisis,” 
Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home, https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov

o	 Letter from Mrs. Maxine G. Allison, September 23, 1957

o	 Letter from Mrs. W. D. Alexander, September 25, 1957

o	 Letter from the Rev. Fr. Richard P. Adair, September 25, 1957

o	 Letter from Mrs. Ava Johnson Aycock, October 10, 1957

o	 Letter from Mr. Bridger B. Allen, November 26, 1957

	 •	 Key Phrases: Opposing Executive Order 10730

LESSON 2
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PROCEDURE

You may choose to have the students do the lesson individually, as partners, or in small groups of no more than three or four. 

1. Discuss the information in the Historical Background. 

2. Hand out the five letters for this lesson and the activity sheet. You may decide whether each student or group will read and 
analyze all five letters or whether each should be assigned one letter for in-depth analysis and then share their analysis in 
a “jigsaw” approach with their classmates.

3. If the text is at a level that is manageable for your students, let them do a close reading of the text and complete the 
activity sheet. If the text level is more challenging, then share read the letters with the students as described in Lesson 1.

4. The students should now reread the letters and use the activity sheet to guide their reading. If you are having students 
work with partners or in groups, let them negotiate their answers. However, they must complete their own activity sheet 
in order to complete the assignment. Please remember to emphasize that they are to use the author’s own words as 
evidence for their answers.

5. The important aspect of this lesson is to have students discuss and decide which particular phrase or statement in the 
letter best communicates what the letter’s author was thinking or feeling about these issues. Students must be able to 
explain why they think that phrase is important or significant.

6. Class discussion: Have groups or individual students share their responses. Compare those with the responses from other 
students or groups. 
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OBJECTIVES

In this lesson the students will read letters written by American citizens supporting President Dwight Eisenhower and his 
handling of the school desegregation crisis in Little Rock, Arkansas. These letters convey the support of many Americans 
for the developing Civil Rights Movement. However, they also address concerns over race relations in the United States. The 
students will examine and evaluate the letters and gain an understanding of the issues and arguments expressed in them. 
The students will then select and analyze important phrases and/or sentences from these letters and assess their significance. 
Successful completion of this activity sheet and the quality of the students’ participation in small-group and whole-class 
discussions will demonstrate their level of comprehension about these issues. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Refer to the Historical Background in Lessons 1 and 2.

MATERIALS

•	 Five Letters Written in Support of Executive Order 10730, “Civil Rights: Citizens’ Letters on the Little Rock Crisis,” 
Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home, https://www.eisenhowerlibrary.gov

o	 Letter from Mrs. Evelyn Grimes Allen, September 25, 1957

o	 Letter from Mr. Charles Alexander, October 5, 1957

o	 Letter from Miss Elaine Atwood, October 5, 1957 (Transcript provided if necessary)

o	 Letter from Mr. H. E. Anderson, October 10, 1957

o	 Letter from Mr. Ira L. Aldridge, November 1, 1957

•	 Key Phrases: Supporting Executive Order 10730

PROCEDURE

You may choose to have the students do the lesson individually, as partners, or in small groups of no more than three or four 
students.

1. Discuss the information in the Historical Background for Lessons 1 and 2. 

2. Hand out the five letters for this lesson and the activity sheet. You may decide whether each student or group will read and 
analyze all five letters or whether each should be assigned one letter for in-depth analysis and then share their analysis in 
a “jigsaw” approach with their classmates.

3. If the text is at a level that is manageable for your students, let them do a close reading of the text and complete the 
worksheet. If the text level is more challenging, then share read the letters with the students as described in Lesson 1.

LESSON 3
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4. The students should now reread the letters and use the activity sheet to guide their reading. If you are having students 
work with partners or in groups, let them negotiate their answers. Students can brainstorm as partners or small groups, 
but they must complete their own organizer in order to complete the assignment. Please remember to emphasize that 
they are to use the author’s own words as evidence for their answers.

5. The important aspect of this lesson is to have students discuss and decide which particular phrase or statement in the 
letter best communicates what the letter’s author was thinking or feeling about these issues. Students must be able to 
explain why they think that phrase is important or significant.

6. Class discussion: Have groups or individual students share their responses. Compare those with the responses from other 
students or groups. 

APPLICATION AND EXTENSION ACTIVITIES (OPTIONAL)

Activity No. 1: Students will find the similarities and differences in the arguments and concerns brought out in these letters. 
They could also try to identify the demographics of who is supporting which opinion and where they are located in the 
country. The students can write a short essay on these topics supported by evidence from the primary sources.

Activity No. 2: As a final summary, the students could complete an “Exit Card” assessment or write a brief persuasive essay 
response to any of the unit’s essential questions. In this persuasive essay the students should use evidence from the documents 
to support their positions.

•	 Was Executive Order 10730 an appropriate and effective exercise of presidential power to enforce school integration?

•	 Was President Eisenhower justified in using federal troops and the National Guard to enforce judicial decisions in favor of 
school integration?

•	 To what extent can presidential actions positively change racial attitudes and mores? (Case Study: the integration of Central 
High School in Little Rock, Arkansas)
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“Executive Order 10730: Desegregation of Central High School (1957),”  
100 Milestone Documents, US National Archives & Records Administration

On May 17, 1954, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Brown v. Topeka Board of Education that segregated schools were “inherently 
unequal” and ordered that U.S. public schools be desegregated “with all deliberate speed.” Within a week of the 1954 decision, 
Arkansas was one of two Southern states to announce it would begin immediately to take steps to comply with the Brown decision. 
Arkansas’s law school had been integrated since 1949, and seven of its eight state universities had desegregated. Blacks had been 
appointed to state boards and elected to local offices. It had already desegregated its public buses as well as its zoo, library, and 
parks system. In the summer of 1957, the city of Little Rock made plans to desegregate its public schools. Little Rock’s school 
board had voted unanimously for a plan that started with the desegregation of the high school in 1957, followed by junior high 
schools the next year and elementary schools following. In September 1957, nine African American students enrolled at Central 
High School in Little Rock. The ensuing struggle between segregationists and integrationists, the Governor of the State of 
Arkansas and the Federal Government, President Dwight D. Eisenhower and Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus became known as 
the “Little Rock Crisis.”

On September 2, the night before school was to start, Arkansas Governor Orval Faubus called out the state’s National Guard 
to surround Little Rock Central High School and prevent any black students from entering. The Governor explained that his 
action was taken to protect citizens and property from possible violence by protesters he claimed were headed in caravans toward 
Little Rock. President Eisenhower, who was vacationing in Newport, RI, arranged to meet Governor Faubus to discuss the tense 
situation. In their brief meeting in Newport, Eisenhower thought Faubus had agreed to enroll the African American students, so 
he told Faubus that his National Guard troops could stay at Central High and enforce order. However, once back in Little Rock, 
Governor Faubus withdrew the National Guard.

A few days later, when nine African American students slipped into the school to enroll, a full-scale riot erupted. The situation 
was quickly out of control, as Governor Faubus failed to stop the violence. Finally, Congressman Brooks Hays and Little Rock 
Mayor Woodrow Mann asked the Federal Government for help, first in the form of U.S. marshals. President Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
as the chief law enforcement officer of the United States, was presented with a difficult problem. He was required to uphold 
the Constitution and the laws, but he also wanted to avoid a bloody confrontation in Arkansas. With Executive Order 10730, 
the President placed the Arkansas National Guard under Federal control and sent 1,000 U.S. Army paratroopers from the 101st 
Airborne Division to assist them in restoring order in Little Rock. 
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Critical Thinking Questions: “Executive Order 10730: 
Desegregation of Central High School (1957)”

You must cite examples from the text in your answers to these questions.

1. Why did the Supreme Court in Brown v. Board of Education decide to desegregate schools?

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

2. What was the state of desegregation in Arkansas in 1957? 

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  How did Governor Orval Faubus justify his actions just before the opening of school at Central High? 

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Why did Governor Faubus withdraw the National Guard from Central High School? 

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  How did the events in Little Rock put President Eisenhower in a difficult position? 

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME                          PERIOD                            DATE 
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Executive Order 10730: Providing Assistance for the Removal of an Obstruction of Justice 
within the State of Arkansas

WHEREAS on September 23, 1957, I issued Proclamation No. 3204 reading in part as follows:

“WHEREAS certain persons in the State of Arkansas, individually and in unlawful assemblages, combinations, and conspiracies, 
have wilfully obstructed the enforcement of orders of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas with 
respect to matters relating to enrollment and attendance at public schools, particularly at Central High School, located in Little 
Rock School District, Little Rock, Arkansas; and

“WHEREAS such wilful obstruction of justice hinders the execution of the laws of that State and of the United States, and makes it 
impracticable to enforce such laws by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings; and

“WHEREAS such obstruction of justice constitutes a denial of the equal protection of the laws secured by the Constitution of the 
United States and impedes the course of justice under those laws:

“NOW, THEREFORE, I, DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, President of the United States, under and by virtue of the authority vested in 
me by the Constitution and Statutes of the United States, including Chapter 15 of Title 10 of the United States Code, particularly 
sections 332, 333 and 334 thereof, do command all persons engaged in such obstruction of justice to cease and desist therefrom, 
and to disperse forthwith;” and

WHEREAS the command contained in that Proclamation has not been obeyed and wilful obstruction of enforcement of said court 
orders still exists and threatens to continue:

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and Statutes of the United States, including 
Chapter 15 of Title 10, particularly sections 332, 333 and 334 thereof, and section 301 of Title 3 of the United States Code, It is 
hereby ordered as follows:

SECTION 1. I hereby authorize and direct the Secretary of Defense to order into the active military service of the United States as 
he may deem appropriate to carry out the purposes of this Order, any or all of the units of the National Guard of the United States 
and of the Air National Guard of the United States within the State of Arkansas to serve in the active military service of the United 
States for an indefinite period and until relieved by appropriate orders.

SEC. 2. The Secretary of Defense is authorized and directed to take all appropriate steps to enforce any orders of the United States 
District Court for the Eastern District of Arkansas for the removal of obstruction of justice in the State of Arkansas with respect 
to matters relating to enrollment and attendance at public schools in the Little Rock School District, Little Rock, Arkansas. In 
carrying out the provisions of this section, the Secretary of Defense is authorized to use the units, and members thereof, ordered 
into the active military service of the United States pursuant to Section 1 of this Order.

SEC. 3. In furtherance of the enforcement of the aforementioned orders of the United States District Court for the Eastern District 
of Arkansas, the Secretary of Defense is authorized to use such of the armed forces of the United States as he may deem necessary.

SEC. 4. The Secretary of Defense is authorized to delegate to the Secretary of the Army or the Secretary of the Air Force, or both, 
any of the authority conferred upon him by this Order.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
September 24, 1957.

Source: Dwight D. Eisenhower, Executive Order 10730: Providing Assistance for the Removal of an Obstruction of Justice within the State of Arkansas, 

September 23, 1957, 22 FR [Federal Register] 7628 (1957), www.govinfo.gov
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Document Analysis: Executive Order 10730

Reasons: Choose three examples from this executive order that explain why the President is taking this action.

Selection 1:

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Selection 2:

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Selection 3:

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Results: Choose three examples of what will happen because of this executive order.

Selection 1:

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Selection 2:

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Selection 3:

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME                          PERIOD                            DATE 
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Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home

Letter from Mrs. Maxine G. Allison, September 23, 1957
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Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Letter from Mrs. W. D. Alexander, September 25, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Letter from the Rev. Fr. Richard P. Adair, September 25, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Letter from Mrs. Ava Johnson Aycock, October 10, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Letter from Mr. Bridger B. Allen, November 26, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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NAME                          PERIOD                            DATE 

Key Phrases: Opposing Executive Order 10730

What is the most powerful or significant phrase in the letter? 

1. Letter’s Author: __________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Why is this phrase important or powerful?  ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

2. Letter’s Author: __________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Why is this phrase important or powerful? ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Letter’s Author: __________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Why is this phrase important or powerful?  ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

4. Letter’s Author: __________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Why is this phrase important or powerful? ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

5. Letter’s Author: __________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Why is this phrase important or powerful?  ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 Letter from Mrs. Evelyn Grimes Allen, September 25, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Letter from Mr. Charles Alexander, October 5, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Letter from Miss Elaine Atwood, October 5, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Box 40, 
Anchorage, Alaska

Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower 
The President of the United States 
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

 I want to applaud you on your actions concerning the Little Rock integration problem. I support you completly. Noone 
can be allowed to take the law in their own hands, and no one can ever be allowed to go against the constitution and the 
President of the United States. What you did in calling in Federal troops and federalizing the Arkansas National Guard is what 
you had to do. You are the choosen leader of our country. Your authority must never be challenged. I think you took the only 
course left open to you.

 I am 17 years old and graduated from an integrated public high school in Anchorage, Alaska, last May.

 After all the attacks on your actions, I wanted you to know I am just one more who support you completly.

    Sincerely,

    Miss Elaine Atwood

Transcript of a Letter from Miss Elaine Atwood, October 5, 1957
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Letter from Mr. H. E. Anderson, October 10, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Letter from Mr. Ira L. Aldridge, November 1, 1957

Eisenhower Presidential Library, Museum and Boyhood Home
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Key Phrases: Supporting Executive Order 10730

What is the most powerful or significant phrase in the letter?

1. Letter’s Author: __________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Why is this phrase important or powerful? ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Letter’s Author:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase: _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Why is this phrase important or powerful? ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

3. Letter’s Author: __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Phrase: _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Why is this phrase important or powerful? ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

4. Letter’s Author:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase: _________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 Why is this phrase important or powerful? ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Letter’s Author: __________________________________________________________________________________________

 Phrase: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Why is this phrase important or powerful? ____________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

NAME                          PERIOD                            DATE 


