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The session will start shortly. Please note:
• Your video and audio will automatically turn off.
• You can participate through the Q&A function.
• If you have technical difficulties, please email collectionprograms@gilderlehrman.org so 

we can assist you.



● Allison Kraft - Assistant Curator

● CherylAnne Amendola - 2017 New Jersey History Teacher of 
the Year

● Robert Anderson - Educator at Hoopa Valley High School 
with the Hoopa Valley Reservation in California

● Zoya Siddiqui - Curatorial Intern

Our Team



● If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A 
feature.

● We will be answering audience questions throughout the 
session.

For Security and Privacy

● Your microphone is automatically muted.
● Your camera is automatically turned off.

During the Session



Self-Paced Courses

American Indian History: 
Recasting the Narrative, 
taught by Professor Ned 
Blackhawk (Western 
Shoshone), professor of 
history and American 
studies at Yale University

American Indian History: 
Case Studies, taught by 
Professor Colin Calloway, 
professor of history and 
Native American studies 
at Dartmouth College



Today’s Documents
Two issues of Alcatraz Indians of All Tribes 

Newsletter, January-February, 1970
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Alcatraz Island
● Sits 1.25 miles off the 

coast of San Francisco
● The island was a place of 

isolation for Indigenous 
Peoples away from 
forced assimilation on the 
mainland. 

● Operated as a prison 
from 1861 to 1963

● In 1895, 19 Hopi leaders 
were imprisoned on the 
island on sedition 
charges.

● The island became 
surplus land after the 
prison closed.

Alcatraz Island, 1980, 
Library of Congress



Self-determination movements

● Under the Treaty of Fort 
Laramie, surplus government 
land was supposed to be 
returned to the Indigenous 
group who once owned it.

● American Indian self-
determination movements 
began in the 1920s. 

● The occupation was the 
culmination of centuries of 
mistreatment by the United 
States government.

● Alcatraz became a symbol of the 
government’s indifference to 
Indigenous peoples. 
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Timeline of the Occupation of 
Alcatraz Island

November 9, 1969: 
A group of activists 
led by Richard 
Oakes travels to 
Alcatraz for one 
night before being 
removed.

Late 1969-Early 1970: 
The Occupation 
continues to grow, 
reaching 600 people 
at its peak. 

October 1969: 
Fire destroys 
San Francisco’s 
American Indian 
Center.

November 20, 
1969: Indians of All 
Tribes occupies the 
island with eighty-
nine men, women, 
and children.

May 1970: 
President Nixon cuts 
power to Alcatraz; a 
fire breaks out and 
lowers morale.

June 11, 1971: 
The occupation of 
Alcatraz officially 
ends. At this point, 
only 15 people 
remain.

May 1970-June 1971:
Alcatraz continues to 
be occupied, but 
many people have 
returned to the 
mainland.



Occupation of Alcatraz Island
● November 20, 1969, led by 

○ Richard Oakes (Akwesasne Mohawk)
○ John Trudell (Santee Dakota)
○ Earl Livermore (Niitsitapi) 

● Two primary goals:
○ Buy the deed to the island from the US government
○ Have the US government pay for the building of a school, museum, 

and cultural center on the island
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● Estimated 10,000    
people visited the    
island in support of     
the movement over                    
19 months

● Peaceful beginning,  
peaceful ending

○ LaNada Means War Jack
(Shoshone-Bannock)

○ Linda Aranaydo (Muscogee 
Creek)

○ Stella Leach (Lakota) 



● More than 500 distinct nations gathered as a symbol of 
unification of the movement.

● They wrote a proclamation that outlined their goals and 
objectives and was later published in the newsletter.

Indians of All Tribes
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Proclamation
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Proclamation



“What use will we make of this land?”
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Education on “The Rock”
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Health and Wellness on “The Rock”
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Radio Free Alcatraz
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Request for Infrastructure Services
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Response

Robert Robertson, Executive Director, 
National Council on Indian Opportunity, 

January 12, 1970
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American Indian Activism

● The Occupation of Alcatraz Island 
ended June 11, 1971 when federal 
marshals removed the last 
remaining 15 people.

● Movement inspired widespread 
American Indian activism.
○ Occupation of Wounded Knee, 

1973
○ 1975 Indian Self-Determination 

Act
○ Protests against the Dakota 

Access Pipeline
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Upcoming Programs

● Inside the Vault, Thursday, May 6 at 7 pm ET (4 pm PT)

○ We will be discussing the experiences of nurse Ella Jane Osborn 

and infantryman Russell Flynn during World War I. 

● Book Breaks, April 18 at 2 pm ET (11 am PT)

○ Richard Haass discusses his book The World: A Brief Introduction.

● The Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize, April 19 at 7 pm ET (4 pm PT)

○ Honoring 2020 & 2021 Lincoln Prize winners - Elizabeth Varon for

Armies of Deliverance: A New History of the Civil War, and David S. 

Reynolds for Abe: Abraham Lincoln in His Times

● Sign up for History School classes for elementary to high school 

students through May 15th!


