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o We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
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Dr. Alison Rose Jefferson
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Alison Rose Jefferson (MHC, PhD) is a publicly engaged independent
historian and heritage conservation consultant. Dr. Jefferson has
completed Public Applied History projects for the California African
American Museum in Los Angeles, the Long Beach Airport’s 100th-
anniversary yearlong celebration, Santa Monica’s Belmar History +
Art project, and the Angels Walk LA Central Avenue heritage trail,
where she drew on her expertise on the African American experience.
Her most recent book is Living the California Dream: African
American Leisure Sites during the Jim Crow Era, which discusses the
significant places within the African American experience in
geography, California Dream mythology, Southern California
outdoor culture, American history and identity, along with
contemporary social justice consequences and heritage conservation
efforts. Learn more about Dr. Jetferson’s work and the media coverage

it has received with a visit to her website alisonrosejefferson.com.



Black Land Ownership and the American Dream
in the Jim Crow Era
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ARTHUR Provost, District Manager

Business card and Eureka Villa ad used by Arthur Provost, an early real estate sales manager for the project, 1928.

(Santa Clarita Historical Society)



African American Leisure & Resort Sites and Southern

California Roads Before the Freeway System
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The Eagle Newspaper, December 5, 1908

The California Eagle, later and most remembered name of the publication.

“Beautiful Southern California” was the message in text and

imagery on this issue’s cover prompting the state’s perceived
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One of the oldest African American-owned newspapers in the West based
in Los Angeles, California, The Eagle covered news its primarily Black
readership wanted to know. The newspaper also provided housing,
employment, and other information essential to surviving in a new

environment, including articles and advertisements on recreation and

relaxation destinations. f@mﬂwmwwwwwwwww%a
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ANGELS WALK® LA

SELF-GUIDED HISTORIC TRAILS
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View from the south looking north into canyons where Eureka Villa, also known as Val Verde, was established in 1925, ca. 1935.
(Department of Parks and Recreation, Los Angeles County Collection)



Sidney P. Dones

Founding Promoter of Eureka Villa

MONEY T0 LOAN

§ Do You Need Money?

Plenty of money for
2nd and 1st Mortgage
Loans. Loans made on
contracts of purchase
of Real Estate Prop-

“lerty.

Money to Loan -to
LRul]d Houses at Eufe-

v |ka ~ Villa. Building
41 Loans and short time
|loans made. Loans to
jmake back payments.
‘ ALL BUS

Strictly angtfﬁstil

Honest and Courteous treat-
ment for everybne.

LOTS AT EUREKA VILLA
1720 Central Avenue HUmbolt 7825

. Rea. after 5:30 F. M. 1344 E. 40th 5t.. HUm. 8657-7

Eureka Villa advertisement
in The California Eagle,
May 29, 1925.

Panel of a land sales brochure used in
Chicago, Illinois, 1925.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10156)
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Eureka Villa Home Builders

Dr. Emily Childress Portwig and her husband James Rufus Portwig
(above, ca. 1930-1940) and their Eureka Villa home (right, ca. 1924-
1930). A pharmacist and civic activist, Dr. Portwig was one of the first

lot purchasers at Eureka Villa and an early member of the Eureka Villa

Advisory Board.

(Miriam Matthews Collection /University of California,
Los Angeles Library Special Collections)



Views of Eureka Villa After It Was Renamed Val Verde in 1928
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Property of Los Angeles County
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Val Verde Park, view from the hills toward the Clubhouse (left)
and the Clubhouse porch (right), February 25, 1935.

(Dept. of Parks and Recreation, Los Angeles County Collection)



Views of Eureka Vllla After it was Renamed Val Verde in 1928

B0 R

Easter Sunrise Hill cross, view from Val Verde Park, August 16, 1942.
(HSSC-Puck Collection/The Huntington Library Collection)



Black Angelenos Enjoying Themselves at Val Verde

i,

.lllun..;i-"ﬁ" S

Dorothy McLaughlin Becker (center) and Lorraine Tennette Harris (right) with family and friends at Val Verde, CA, ca. 1945.
(Los Angeles Public Library Online Collection)
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Swimming pool groundbreaking ceremony, Val Verde
Park. Left to right: Fred Roberts (Los Angeles New
Age publisher), Gordon McDonough (Supervisor,
L.A. County), and Harry M. Waterman (Val Verde

property owner and promoter), April 16, 1939. |
(Roberts Family Collection/Oakland Library) A pr il 16

1939

EXposition 8741
Items (right) included in the
cornerstone time capsule at the

dedication and groundbreaking of the Val Verde Properties, Litd.
bathhouse and swimming pool, Val el iﬁ;&fé’,“&i‘iﬁ‘{d
Verde Park.
(Department of Parks & Recreation, HARRY M. WATERMAN

Res. WH. 9772 President

Los Angeles County Collection)




Val Verde Park Bathhouse & Plunge
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Bathhouse front view, post-1940. Swimming Pool, August 16, 1942.
(Department of Parks and Recreation, LA County Collection) (HSSC-Puck Collection/ The Huntington Library Collection)



Constructing Memories of Good Times at Val Verde

Bathing Beauty Contestants pausing for a photograph at
the 2224 Anniversary Golden State Mutual Life Insurance
Company Picnic, Val Verde Park, July 18, 1947.
(Golden State Mutual Records/University of California,
Los Angeles Library Special Collections)




Val Verde Park

magazine

Val Verde Park magazine, a short-lived

publication about community activities, 1960.

(Alison Rose Jefterson Collection)




Val Verde Parade, 1960

The Miss Val Verde Bathing Beauty and the
Mr. Muscle Man competitions with a
festival parade featuring simple floats were
the biggest events of the summer for over
thirty years from the 1940s to 1979.
(Los Angeles County Collection)
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Yesterday... T'oday at Val Verde Park

Val Verde County Park Clubhouse, built in 1929, as it looked in 2004.
(Photograph by Alison Rose Jefferson)
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View from the hills overlooking Val Verde Park and community, 1961.
(Los Angeles County Collection)



Coming Soon!

AP AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES GUIDE

Modeled after our AP US History Study Guide and set to initially launch in April 2025
(just in time for the May 8 exam), this guide will feature documents from the Gilder
Lehrman Collection and other archives from around the world, secondary resources such
as essays and videos geared to high school students, and practice questions so students can
prepare for the exam. The guide will be available as a free resource to all students and
teachers, without any need for a login or site subscription.

Scholarly Advisors
o Henry Louis Gates, Jr. (Harvard University)
o Annette Gordon-Reed (Harvard University),
o John K. Thornton (Boston University)

Fill out an interest form:

* Ana Lucia Araujo (Howard University) http s:// WWW.glldel‘ lehrman.or g/ ap-aas-

® Brenda E. Stevenson (UCLA and Oxford University) preview
» Hasan Kwame Jeffries (Obio State University)




Now Available THE COLD WAR AT HOME

COLD WAR TRAVELING EXHBITION

This new exhibition examines some of the major events of the Cold War between 1945 and
1991. Although there were few direct battles, the US and the USSR engaged in political

maneuvering, built up arms, provided economic aid to rival factions, and supported proxy

wars in other nations, dividing the world into American or Soviet spheres of influence. This
exhibition consists of seven freestanding retractable panels, each 33" x 81", requiring 21
running feet for display. For more information, please visit:

www.gilderlehrman.org/programs-and-events/traveling-exhibitions/cold-war EE T

THE COLD WARBEGIN THE GLOBAL COLD WAR

In the summer of 1945, US president Harry Truman, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin, and British prime
minister Winstan Churchill (replaced on July 26 by Clement Attlee) met in Potsdam, Germany,
to discuss the end of WorldWar |l. The United States and its allies wanted to see Europe rebuilt
around the principles of democracy and capitalism. They were also concerned that the Soviets
would dominate the parts of Eastern Europe conquered during the war, building a security buffer
of satellite states at the expense of freedom. The militarized border between the capitalist-oriented to Asia, Europe, and Africa, the Cold War was covertly "fuught' on almost every continent. It also led

R T s s AR FONC S to new intelligence organizations like the American Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and the Soviet

KGB, each of which operated all over the world. In 1954, the CIA interfered in Guatemalan elections

While the US and USSR never engaged in open warfare during the Cold War, both countries led military
conflicts and political interventions around the world to advance their interests. From South America

2.1 The Potsdam Conference 24 Berlin Airlift
to ensure that American interests would prevail. In 1956, the KGB brutally repressed political dissent

R g L R A i
Bl S Bl e B Sl e o il i

in Hungary and Poland. Similar interventions by both sides continued through the 1980s.

| ‘1. Reds Invade South Koreo
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Nations forces supported South Korea, They sent

troops to counter the Soviet-backed North Koreans.,

Ower the course of the three-year conflict, 2,000,000

people died, including nearly 40,000 Americans. The s i - Tl o ' F ‘F;';EHJ ‘F

war never formally ended, but an armistice in 1953 e e dae. Phd, 0 Tk

divided the Korean Peninsula essentially as it had fi g . T ; i b L A TR
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been befora the war began. “1. Reds lavade Sauth Korea™ trading card from the Fight the Red Menace: The Children’s Crasade Against Cammonism series, published
by the Bewman Gum Comgany, 1951, (The Gilder Lehrman Instivete, GLCO9527.01)
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Upcoming Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT:
April 3at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

e We will discuss the Battles of Lexington and Concord with independent

historian Dr. Brooke Barbier.
May 1 at7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

* We will discuss a Ted Kennedy letter on the needs of Vietnam War
veterans with Dr. Barbara Perry, Professor of Governance at the
University of Virginia.

BOOK BREAKS: March 9at2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)

® Dr. Kate Masur will discuss her book Freedom Was in Sight: A Graphic
History of Reconstruction in the Washington, D.C. Region




