INSIDE THE VAULT

The Thirteenth Amendment and Its Significance
with Dr. Touré Reed
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How to Participate

'

o - o
Chat Raise hand Q&A Show captions

* If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
o We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.

* The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy
* Your microphone is automatically muted.

* Your camera is automatically turned oft.
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The Thirteenth Amendment Resolution, Washington DC, February 1, 1865

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00263 )
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Dr. Touré Reed

Touré F. Reed is a professor of twentieth-century
US and African American history at Illinois State
University. He is the author of Not Alms But
Opportunity: The Urban League and the Politics of
Racial Uplift, 1910-1950 (UNC Press) and
Toward Freedom: The Case Against Race
Reductionism (Verso Books). Reed is currently
working on his third book-length monograph,
Menace 11 Equality: How the Entertainment
Industry Sold Reaganism to Black Americans.



The Emancipation Proclamation
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Emancipation Proclamation, January 1, 1863, written by Abraham Lincoln.
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Emancipation Proclamation

That on the tirst day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated
part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United
States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive
Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority
thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act
or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their

actual freedom.”

¢

Abraham Lincoln in the Emancipation Proclamation,
January 1, 1863.
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Emancipation Proclamation

That the Executive will, on the tirst day of January aforesaid, by proclamation,
designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof,
respectively, shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that
any State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in
the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein a
majority of the qualified voters of such State shall have participated, shall, in the
absence of strong countervailing testimony, be deemed conclusive evidence that
such State, and the people thereof, are not then in rebellion against the United
States.”

(199

Abraham Lincoln in the Emancipation Proclamation,
January 1, 1863.
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Soldiers as the Emissaries of Freedom

Lucius Stebbins, Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation, 1864.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC07595)

* A
THE
GILDER LEHRMAN

INSTITUTE
of

AMERICAN HISTORY

-84



Abraham Lincoln on the Thirteenth Amendment
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Fragment of Lincoln's last Annual Message concerning the Thirteenth Amendment, 1864,

written by Abraham Lincoln.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC08094)
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The Road to the Thirteenth Amendment

February 10, 1864

Senate Judiciary
Committee passes the
Thirteenth Amendment
proposal
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January 31, 1865

House of Representatives
passes the Thirteenth
Amendment

January 1, 1863

Abraham Lincoln signs
the Emancipation
Proclamation

April 8, 1864

Senate passes the
Thirteenth Amendment

December 6, 1865

Thirteenth Amendment is
ratified by the states
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Felony Exception Clause of the Thirteenth Amendment

oW

“Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for
crime whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted, shall exist within the
United States, or any place subject to
their jurisdiction.”
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True Copy of the Thirteenth Amendment, February 1, 1865, written by
William Henry Seward. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC03264)
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Thirteenth Amendment

“Congress shall have power to enforce this
article by appropriate legislation.”

Section 2 of the Thirteenth Amendment
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Law Enforcement Assistance Act

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1965

8-

HEARINGS

BETORE A

SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

UNITED STATES SENATE

EIGHTY-NINTH CONGRESS

FIRST BSESSION
ON

S. 1792 and S. 1825

TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IN TRAINING STATE AND LOCAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND OTHER PERSONNEL
AND IN IMPROVING CAPABILITIES, TECHNIQUES, AND
PRACTICES IN STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
AND PREVEN'TION AND CONTROL OF CRIME, AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES ="

JULY 22, 23, AND 30, 1865

Printed for the use of the Committee on the Judiciary

&

U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
WASHINGTON : 1965

Law Enforcement Assistance Act of 1965, July 1965
(Oftice of Justice Programs )



Thirteenth Amendment in Popular Culture
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13th
Directed by Ava DuVernay,
2016
Lincoln
Directed by Steven
Spielberg, 2012
True Copy of the Thirteenth Amendment, February 1, 1865 . 1863 Portrait of Abraham Lincoln by Alexander Gardner,

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC03264) reprinted ca. 1910. (The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00245)



Convict Leasing
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

ATTORNEYS:
Re: Inveluntary Servitude,
Slavery, and Feg a
A survey of the Department files on alleged peonage viclatlons dlScloses numerous
inst s of "prosecution deglined” by United States Attorneys, the chlefl reason st ted

as being the sbsence of the element of debt, It iz apparent that these determinatl

were reached after considering the facts at hend only in accordance with the

ur tion Y44, Title 18, U.8. Code, which holds that debt is the "hasal element of
pecnage.” It 1s further disclosed that only in a negligible number of insta
censideration en these complaints im the light of:
{a) Section U435, Title 18, U.8, Code, which punishes for causing persons
te be held in inveluntary servitude, regardless of the existence of
a debt, .
section 51, Title 18, U.S, Code, which punishes for conspl
deprive ecitizens of rights secured to them by the Constitution,
particularly the right to be free from slavery and involuntary
servitude,
etion 52 Title 18, U,5. Code, which punishes persons vested with
1 authority who aid or cause others te suffer deprivation of
s secured to them by the Constitutlon, partlecularly the right
to be free from slavery and compulsory servitude.
Section 48, Title , U.3, Code, the general conspiracy statute,

which may be employed in combination with Sectlon 43 or Section 52,

It is the purpose of these instructions te direct the attention of the United
States Attorneys to the possibilities of successful pregecutions stemming from alleged
peonage complaints which have heretofore been considered inadequate to invoke federal
jurisdietion. It is reguested that the spelling out of peonage under Seetlon LU T
geferred in faver of building the cases around the 1ssue of involuntary servitude and
slavery under Sections M43, 51 snd 52, disregarding entirely the element of debt. I,
however, 1t iz found that @ e¢laimed debt is the besis of the intimidation to compel one

to the service of another, a separate count under Sectlon Y44 should be included In the

Convict Leasing in Florida, ca. 1910 Circular No. 3591, Office of Attorney General Francis Biddle, December 12, 1941.
(State Library and Archives of Florida) (NARA via Wikimedia Commons)



Ronald Reagan and Bill Clinton

Ronald Reagan Presidential Portrait, 1981.

(Library of Congress)

Bill Clinton Presidential Portrait, 1992.
(Library of Congress)
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The Thirteenth Amendment Resolution, Washington DC, February 1, 1865
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC00263 )

o d skl # i?f(‘ff

kA

THE
GILDER LEHRMAN

INSTITUTE
of

AMERICAN HISTORY

A

J"'f m w Wfl’-/!.d Jc*f’
e LN ey |

’......- bt r.{fu}-; o ofn "t/; m?f(.r-""- .ﬂ‘ftﬁr*

Ll RSl & T =h-ra
< Ol e LtrseHeitisc s i B s
A @aeed Fheedpt ond, ﬂﬁﬂ‘f*’ﬁl shtdnd

< rur. P ﬁk A"m:frd ﬂ/ﬂff’d ,F ﬁ':-;. nf..rrn e ;:..-( & Mecar

.\.-.-

’Illlg_ ‘,/4"1'_'#;‘
-

-'?.. = A=

-{Jv e
@pu&aﬁm :

i .m\" '
Jﬂhﬁlﬂ -‘J‘fﬂ'#ﬂr [= 't Jmaﬂtm W -ﬂmﬂr.qndﬁ.ﬁ“ é‘fﬁmm

-

Iu.nuﬂm wd e, f&u?’;.{-”fd(u o' egiioa e Carprige dider diioky 7
omee v ﬂlﬁrd 4 i'fd Aral To Mo Shoeitmiecind femmu “ WLl s " i
ﬂ-‘u | Frdeny m’:ﬁmﬂ !ﬂmﬁiﬂadﬁ#ﬂd f'-ﬂ's.fmf..u it b ruiict |
Jfﬂlﬂ&m Jr-;---..:fy
Ybstiace X .
“ "f‘"'f-‘”dl‘-*‘l- A b et i i A, baarectiibsemi o Prare o & f.;cg"/ﬁf;a i‘a{(» ka5 jta e bogn.
I -r.r(-ﬂ'ﬁ-nrrc

/:--r/.! i dcwr-q'. d.w afufl- Qf -!-rq-l.r-d-t’at. fﬂ-;-ufhrr,
. ,p/. e.?ef - J ...,-f,(’q ?’(m.re& qﬁa«ﬁ{-w Lﬁﬁa‘n&ﬁr v
L £ ek

:‘I J-G'--nd. nd..“..,, : 1 (c'ﬂ-‘

el en .:}r Wi Den wli

4

#-tr'" whiore.e of f‘ T i

-{:r-u.rﬂ,‘r{ AR vl 2 '1-."35"&-'1:!_.-'4( Y

o _f-....u'r?".,r F yi U i

’
BN pp N
e & - /./

-.l/”f( i A %
4 ,f e {"" ”%fﬁ&r Y = TR (]
/’9:.. :-nr-.‘-t-.,

fiel ;"ﬁ'l riar”
. HI. ¥ ;I J’f L d {
24 (' ha &, Shaa,
A{ Ay & e ‘..-ff F
/'/i ._—"f £ L /1 ---t‘rfrff
eartey § M dﬁr P

f'} File, i ;'.'
{r... Mg‘ ﬂMF*“"f

ftg: ‘-“Ilf{“ . P -
Jf;!;(,_, -‘.‘1-.--. o

*?7? fb{"ﬁ-:fr
d _‘&}d— -r--a

P e

g <

{{.-’fpﬂqi‘-ﬂi;g .
Y

‘“'l"Lk 'L.ll,.:m-. | ’

"'I"' B, B iln,

[l
il

g 9
1 {'ﬂ"f'.fp_m_q.

AL #ff :‘&H /3" 2 {éuwiﬂry
& =’

-
-~ 4.-._ 4.*--1-"
4. a

#ﬁ v d * b ﬁ H £ :H.( I|
s J e S Sl s L - ﬁwm TR LLL )5
M*-’ [ IU--?}&I

amag) ! f""_‘- s ..-‘fl"d-.:-. o ‘:‘ ‘_‘,_ )( 1_,
i il A XL e ,,:ﬁ.ﬂ::: |
ﬁ#ﬂttﬂ"fﬁ?m# ,inmr/ ""‘r*.::a.h B “L&“'E

H

i

== '_v—r:i ;"\

bl h"‘"'l-i#:ﬁl“}-.'&i\ T g T U .y £ e
i \ (LA 1 AAR




Upcoming Programs

INSIDE THE VAULT: February 6 at7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
e We will discuss John Adams’s letter to Benjamin Rush about George

Washington with Dr. Lindsay Chervinsky, Executive Director, George
Woashington Presidential Library

BOOK BREAKS: January Sat2p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)

* Dr. Robert Colby will discuss his book Az Unholy Traffic: Slave Trading
in the Civil War South




