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Today’s Document

Letter from Harry S. Truman to Channing Frothingham, Washington DC, January 31, 1951.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09651)



Barbara A. Perry is the J. Wilson Newman Professor of
Governance at the University of Virginia’s Miller Center.  She also
co-chairs UVA’s Presidential Oral History Program. She holds a
PhD in Government from UVA, an MA from Oxford, and a BA
from Louisville. A former Judicial Fellow at the US Supreme
Court, she won the Justice Tom C. Clark Award. Perry has
authored or edited 17 books and is currently writing Strange
Bedfellows: How Jack Kennedy and Eleanor Roosevelt Found
Common Ground and Launched a Women’s Rights Movement. A
frequent media commentator, she served as lead expert for CNN’s
documentary The Kennedys.

Barbara A. Perry



FDR’s Efforts Toward National Healthcare

President Roosevelt signing the Social Security Act, August 14, 1935. 
(Library of Congress)

“Establishing a National Health Program,” Preliminary Report of
the Committee on Education and Labor,  No. 1139, August 4,

1939. (Healthcare-NOW)



WWII Pamphlets on Hygiene

World War II: Hygiene instructions against dysentery and
diarrhoea for the British army in Italy. Lithograph by

Stacy Hopper, 1945. (Wellcome Collection)

“Don’t go to bed with a malaria
mosquito” poster by the US GPO,

1944.  (National Library of Medicine)

“Knock Out V.D.” poster by Wyeth & Bro., 1942.
(National Library of Medicine)



Truman to Congress on National Healthcare
“As of April 1, 1945, nearly 5,000,000 male registrants between
the ages of 18 and 37 had been examined and classified as unfit
for military service. . . . [A]bout a million and a half men had to
be discharged . . . for physical or mental disability . . . and an
equal number had to be treated in the Armed Forces for
diseases or defects. . . .”

“These men and women who were rejected for military
services are not necessarily incapable of civilian work. It is
plain, however, that they have illnesses and defects that
handicap them. . . . It is more important to resolve now that
no American child shall come to adult life with diseases or
defects which can be prevented or corrected at an early age.” 

Harry Truman, “Special Message to the Congress Recommending a Comprehensive
Health Program,” November 19, 1945. (Harry S. Truman Library & Museum)

Harry S. Truman, 1945. (Library of Congress)



Opposition to Truman’s National Healthcare Plan
Letter from Harry S. Truman to
Ben Turoff, April 12, 1949.
(National Archives)

 “Still Just as Hard to Swallow” from back cover
of Showdown on Political Medicine. Chicago,

IL: National Physicians’ Committee for the
Extension of Medical Services, 1946. Pamphlet. 

(The National Library of Medicine)



The Polio Epidemic in the 1950s

“Third Doctor To Join City Polio Battle,” July
23, 1943, p. 1.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute,
GLC09993.077.05)

“Warm Springs Doctor Here To Aid in War on
Polio,” p. 12.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09993.077.07)

“Warm Springs Doctor Here To Aid in War on Polio,”
July 23, 1943, p. 1.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09993.077.06)



The Polio Epidemic in the 1950s

“Salk Vaccine Rolling to Doctors After U.S. 
Okay,” Times Union,  May 9, 1955.  (Times Union Archive)

President Dwight Eisenhower with polio patients David Madden (in the
iron lung) and Jerry Snow at Saint Mary’s Hospital., September 9, 1952.

(International News Soundphoto)



AMA Opposition to Social Security
“If the AMA has never opposed Social Security, some
questions may be asked in order to set the record
straight:

Why did Dr. Fishbein, the official spokesman for the
AMA, make a statement . . . with the following remarks
about Social Security: ‘Indeed, all forms of security,
compulsory security, even against old age and
unemployment, represent a beginning invasion by the
state into the personal life of the individual, represent a
taking away of individual responsibility, a weakening of
national caliber, a definite step toward either
communism or totalitarianism?’” 

Letter from John F. Kennedy to the President of the American Medical Association, June 4, 1962.
(The American Presidency Project at UCSB)President John F. Kennedy, July 11, 1963. (JFK

Library)



Medicare Under Lyndon B. Johnson

President Lyndon Johnson signing the Medicare program into law, July 30, 1965.
Shown with the President (on the right in the photo) are (left to right) Mrs.

Johnson, former President Harry Truman, Vice-President Hubert Humphrey, and
Mrs. Truman. 

(LBJ Presidential Library)
First Medicare card given to Harry Truman, July 30, 1965.

(LBJ Presidential Library)



Health Disparities in the South 
“The distribution of physicians in the United States has been
grossly uneven and unsatisfactory. . . . Year by year the number in
our rural areas has been diminishing. . . . People who live in rural
areas do not get the same amount or quality of medical attention
as those who live in our cities.”

 “Special Message to the Congress Recommending a Comprehensive Health
Program, November 19, 1945. (Harry S. Truman Library & Museum)

“Figures Show ‘Down On The Farm’ Not So Healthy As It’s Talked,” The Daily
Advertiser, May 3, 1946, p. 6. (Newspapers.com)



Community Clinics 

“A Way to Better Life for Poor in Delta,”  Memphis Press-
Scimitar, November 22, 1968, p. 17. (Newspapers.com)

“Health Clinics,” Boston Globe, March 19, 1968, p. 75. (Newspapers.com)



Upcoming Free Programs

Inside the Vault:

Book breaks: December 8 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
Dr. Ana Lucia Araujo will discuss her book Humans in Shackles: An
Atlantic History of Slavery

January 2 at 7 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
We will discuss the road to the Thirteenth Amendment with
Dr. Touré Reed


