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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.
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Today’s Document

The Colored Cadet at West Point.  Autobiography of Lieutenant Henry Ossian Flipper,
First Graduate of Color from the U.S. Military Academy, New York, 1878.

(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06832)



LTC Rory McGovern is an Academy Professor in the
Department of History at West Point, currently leading
the American History Division. He served as a field
artillery officer in the 1st Cavalry Division, 3rd Infantry
Division, and 10th Army Air and Missile Defense
Command. He holds a BA in Political Science from
Boston College and a PhD in History from the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He
recently co-edited Race, Politics, and Reconstruction:
The First Black Cadets at Old West Point, which
discusses the context, course, and responses to
integration at West Point during Reconstruction. 
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Hospital and detail of a laborer to the side of the hospital, 1875.
(United States Military Academy Library Special Collections and Archives)



“Statement Showing the Number of Colored Persons Appointed Candidates for Admission to the U.S. Military Academy,” October 21, 1886.
(United States Military Academy Library Special Collections and Archives)

Black Candidate Admissions to West Point



Newspapers on the Integration Issue 

“The Army and West Point,” Army and Navy Journal, February 25,
1871, p. 444. (Hathi Trust)

“The Colored Cadet Persecution,” New York Daily Tribune, January
23, 1871, p. 5. (The Library of Congress)

“A man has to my knowledge been practically
ostracised for merely speaking to Cadet Smith. . . . It
is my honest conviction that if Cadet Smith leaves
this Academy before his graduation, he will be the
victim of prejudice and intolerance.” 



James W. Smith’s Experiences at West Point

The Colored Cadet at West Point, p. 297.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06832)

The Colored Cadet at West Point, p. 291.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06832)

The Colored Cadet at West Point, p. 298.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06832)



James W. Smith Defends Himself Before a Court Martial

“West Point, New York. Court-Martial of James W. Smith, the colored cadet—Smith reading his defense, January 12th, 1871,” in
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, January 28, 1871. (The New York Public Library Digital Collections) 



Flipper Among West Point Cadets

West Point Cadets, circa 1870.
(USMA Bicentennial Website)



Cadet Flipper Standing at Attention 

“Views of West Point. Hudson River Scenery,” 1873 -1877.
(Collection of the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture)



Henry O. Flipper, cadet at U.S. Military Academy at West Point, 1877.
(United States Military Academy Library Special Collections and Archives)

Henry Flipper and Louis Bentz, “The Bugler”



W. A. Rogers, “The West Point Outrage,” illustrated in Harper’s Weekly, May 1, 1880.
(The Library of Congress)

The West Point Outrage and Johnson C. Whittaker



“Running the Gauntlet. Special Course for Colored Cadets at West
Point,” illustrated in Puck, April 21, 1880. (The Library of Congress)

Special Course for Black Cadets



Upcoming Free Programs

Inside the Vault:

Book breaks: November 10 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
Dr. Leonne Hudson will discuss his book Black Americans in Mourning 

December 5 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
We will discuss President Truman and National Healthcare with
Professor Barbara A. Perry. 

BOOK DISCOUNT: Get Rory’s book Race, Politics and Reconstruction for
30% off using the code 10CADET at this link.

https://www.upress.virginia.edu/title/10015/

