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PREFACE.

THe following pages were written by request. They
claim to give an accurate and impartial narrative of my
four years’ life while a cadet at West Point, as well as a
general idea of the institution there. They are almost an
exact transeription of notes taken at various timeg during
those four years. Any inconsistencies, real or apparent,
In my opinions or in the impressions made upon me, are
due to the fact that they were made at different times at
a place where the feelings of all were constantly under-
going material change.

They do not pretend to merit. Neither are they writ-
ten for the purpose of criticising the Military Academy
or those in any way connected with-it.

My ““notes’ have been seen and read. If I please
those who requested me to publish them I shall be con-

tent, as I have no other object in putting them before the

public. . 0. I

Fort SiLy, Isprax Ter., 1878.
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E COLORED CADET

AT

WEST POINT.

CHAPTER 1.
RETROSPECT.

1: ENRY OSSIAN FLIPPER, the eldest of five

brothers, and the subject of this narrative, was
born in Thomasville, Thomas County, Georgia, on
the 21st day of March, 1856. He and his mother
were the property (?) of Rev. Reuben H. Lucky, a
Methodist minister of that place. His father, Festus
Flipper, by trade a shoemaker and carriage-trimmer,
was owned by Ephraim . Ponder, a successful and
influential slave-dealer.

In 1859 Mr. Ponder, having retired from business,
returned to Georgia from Virginia with a number of
mechanics, all slaves, and among whom was the
father of young Flipper. He established a number
of manufactories in Atlanta, then a growing inland
town of Georgia. He married about this time a
beautiful, accomplished, and wealthy lady. ¢ Flip-

per,” as he was generally called, had married before

this, and had been taken back alone to his native
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Virginia to serve an apprenticeship undera carriage-
trimmer. This served, Mr. Ponder joined his wife
in Thomasville, bringing with him, as stated, a num-
ber of mechanics.

All were soon ready for transportation to Atlanta
except *“ Flipper.”” As he and his wife were each
the property (¢) of different persons, there was, under
the circumstances, every probability of a separation.
This, of course, would be to them most displeasing.
Accordingly an application was made to Mr. Ponder
to purchase the wife and son. This he was, he said,
unable to do. He had, at an enormous expense,
procured and fitted up a home, and his coffers were
nearly, if not quite, empty. Husband and wife then
appealed to Mr. Lucky. He, too, wasaverse to part-
ing them, but could not, at the great price asked for
him, purchase the husband. He was willing, how-
ever, to sell the wife. An agreement was finally
made by which the husband paid from his own
pocket the purchase-money of his own wife and
child, this sum to be returned to him by Mr. Ponder
whenever convenient. The joy of the wife can be
coneelved. It can not be expressed.

In due time all arrived at Atlanta, where Mu.
Ponder had purchased about twenty-five acres of
land and had erected thereon, at great expense, a
superb mansion for his own family, a number of sub-
stantial frame dwellings for his slaves, and three
large buildings for manufacturing purposes.

Of sixty-five slaves nearly all of the men were
mechanies. All of them except the necessary house-
hold servants, a gardener, and a coachman, were per-
mitted to hire their own time. Mr. Ponder would
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have absolutely nothing to do with their business
other than to protect them. So that if any one
wanted any article of their manufacture they con-
tracted with the workman and paid him his own
price. These bond people were therefore virtually
free. They acquired and accumnlated wealth, lived
happily, and needed but two other things to malke
them like other human beings, viz., absolute free-
dom and education. But
“ God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform.”™

And through that very mysteriousness this people
was destined to atfain to the higher enjoyment of
life. The country, trembling under the agitation of
the slave question, was steadily seeking a condition
of equilibrium which ecould be stable only in the
complete downfall of slavery. Unknown to them,
yet existing, the great question of the day was grad-
ually being solved ; and in its solution was working
out the salvation of an enslaved people. Well did
that noblest of women, Mrs. Julia Ward Howe, sing
a few years after :
** Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord ;

He is tramping out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are

stored ;
He hath loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword ;
This truth is marching on.

*“ I have seen him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps ;

They have builded him an altar in the evening dews and damps ;

I can read his righteous sentence by the dim and flaring lamps ;
His day is marching on.

““ 1 have read a fiery gospel, writ in burnished rows of steel ;
‘ As ye deal with my contemners, so with you my grace shall deal ;
Let the Hero, born of woman, crush the serpent with his heel,
Sinee God is marching on.’
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“ TTe hath sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat ;
He is gifting out the hearts of men before his judgment-seat ;
Oh ! be swift my soul to answer him | be jubilant my feet |

Our God is marching on.

““ In the beauty of the lilies, Christ was born across the sea,
With a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me ;
As he died to make men holy, let us die to make men free,

While God is nfhrching on.”

Another influence was as steadily tending to the
same end. Its object was to educate, to elevate In-
tellectually, and then to let the power thus acquired
act.

The mistress of this fortunate household, far from
discharging the duties and functions of her station,
left them unnoticed, and devoted her whole atten-
tion to illegitimate pleasures. The outraged husband
appointed a guardian and returned broken-hearted
to the bosom of his own family, and devoted him-
self till death to agricultural pursuits.

The nature of the marriage contract prevented the
selling of any of the property without the mutual
consent of husband and wife. No such consent was
ever asked for by either. No one was, therefore, in
that state of affairs, afraid of being sold away from
his or her relatives, although their mistress fre-
quently threatened so to sell them. ¢ 1°I send
you to Red River,”’ was a common menace of hers,
but perfectly harmless, for all knew, as well as she
did, that it was impossible to carry it into execution.

In this condition of affairs the  servants’” were
even more contented than ever. They hired their
time, as usual, and paid their wages to their mis-
tress, whose only thought or care was to remember
when it became due, and then to receive it.

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 11

The guardian, an influential stockholder in sev-
eral railroads, and who resided in another city, made
periodical visits to inspeet and do whatever was
necessary to a proper discharge of his duties.

(lireumstances being highly favorable, one of the
mechanics, who had acquired the rudiments of an
education, applied to this dissolute mistress for per-
mission to teach the children of her ° servants.’”’
She readily consented, and, accordingly, a night-
school was opened in the very woodshop in which
he worked by day. Here young Flipper was
initiated into the first of the three mysterious R’s,
viz., ““ reading riting and ‘rithmetic.” Here, in
1864, at eight years of age, his education began.
And the first book he ever studied—I dare say ever
saw—mwas a confederate reprint of Webster's ¢ Blue-
back Speller.”’ His then tutor has since graduated
at Westminster College in Pennsylvania, and is, at the
time of this writing, United States Consul at Malaga,
Spain, having served in the same capacity for four
years at Port Mahon, Spain.

But alas ! even this happy arrangement was des-
tined to be disturbed. This dissolute mistress and
her slaves, with all valuable movable property, were
compelled to flee before Sherman’s victorious arms.
Macon, a city just one hundred and three miles
south-east of Atlanta, became the new home of the
Flippers. A spacious dwelling was secured in W est
Macon. In a part of this was stored away Mus.
Ponder's plate and furniture, under the guardian-
ship of Flipper, who with his family occupied the
rest of the house. Here all was safe. The terrible
fate of Atlanta was not extended to Macon. The
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only cause of alarm was Wilson, who approached
the city from the east, and, h.mnn thrown in a few
shells, withdrew without doing further damage or
being molested. Every body was frightened, and it
was deemed advisable to transfer Mrs. Ponder’s ef-
fects to Fort Valley, a small place farther south.
However, before this could be done, it became indis-
putably known that Wilson had withdrawn.

After an uneventful stay—other than this inei-
dent just related—of nine months in Macon, the
office of custodian was resigned, and although yet a
slave, as far as he knew, and without permission
from any one, Flipper returned to Atlanta with
his wife and two sons, Henry, the elder, and Joseph,
the younger. This was in the spring of 1865.
Atlanta was in ruins, and it appeared a dreary place
indeed to start anew on the unfinished journey of
life. Every thing was not destroyed, however. A
few houses remained. One of these was occupied.
The people were rapidly returning, and the railroads
from Atlanta were rapidly being rebuilt.

During all this time the education of the young
Flippers had been necessarily neglected. Inthe early
spring of 1865, the family of an ex-rebel captain be-
came neighbors of the Flippers, now well to do, and
were soon on the most friendly terms with them. With
remarkable condeseension the wife of this ex-rebel
offered to instruct Henry and Joseph for a small re-
muneration. The offer was readily and gladly ac-
cepted, and the education of the two, so long neg-
lected, was taken up again. This private school of
only two pupils existed but a short time. The
American Missionary Association having opened bet-
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ter schools, the Flippers were, in March, 1866, trans-
ferred to them. They attended school there till in
1867 the famous Storrs’ Sechool was opened under
the control of the American Missionary Association,
when they went there. In 1869, the Atlanta Uni-
versity having been opened under the same auspices,
they entered there. At the time of receiving his ap-
poinfment Henry was a member of the freshman
class of the collegiate department. His class grad-
nated there in June, 1876, just one yvear before he
did at West Point.
The following article from a Thomasville paper,

published in June, 1874, will give further information
concerning his early life :

¢ 41t is not generally known that Atlanta has a negro cadet at the
United States National Military Academy at West Point. This cadet
is a mulatto boy named Flipper. e is about twenty years old, a
stoutish fellow, weighing perhaps one hundred and fifty pounds, and
a smart, bright, intelligent boy. His father is a shoemaker, and gave
him the euphonious name of Henry Ossian Flipper.

“ ¢« Plipper has been at the great soldier factory of the nation for a
year. He was recommended there by our late Congressman from
the Fifth District, the Hon. J. C. Freeman. Flipper has made o
right booming student. Ina class of ninety-nine he stood about the
middle, and triumphantly passed his examination, and has risen from
the fourth to the third class without difliculty.

‘The only two colored boys at the Academy were the famous
Smith and the Atlanta Flipper. It is thought that Smith at the last
examination failed. If so, Atlanta will have the distinguished honor
of having the sole African representative at West Point.

“« ¢ Wlipper has had the privilege of eating at the same table with the
poor white trash ; but Smith and Flipper bunked together in the same
room alone, without white companions.

¢ ¢ Tt is an astonishing fact that, socially, the boys from the North-
ern and Western States will have nothing to do with these colored
brothers, TFlipper and Smith were socially ostracized. Not even the
Massachusetts boys will associate with them. Smith has been a little
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rebellious, and attempted to thrust himself on the white boys; but
the sensible Flipper accepted the situation, and proudly refused to
intrude himself on the white boys.

“ ¢ The feeling of ostracism is so strong that a white boy who dared
to recognize a colored cadet would be himself ostracized by the other
white eubs, even of radical extraction.’

“We copy the above from the Atlanta Herald of last week, for the
purpose of remarking that among colored men we know of none
more honorable or more deserving than Flipper, the father of the col-
ored West Point student of that name. Flipper lived for many years
in Thomasville as the servant of Mr. E. G. Ponder—was the best
bootmaker we ever knew, and his character and deportment were
ever those of a sensible, unassumjng, gentlemanly white man. Flip-
per possessed the confidence and respect of his master and all who
knew him. His wife, the mother of young Flipper, was Isabella, a
servant in the family of Rev. R. H. Lucky, of Thomasville, and bore
a character equal to that of her husband. Young Flipper was bap-
tized in his infaney by the venerable Bishop Early. From these an-
tecedents we should as soon expect young Flipper to make his mark
as any other colored youth in the country.”

(From the Lowisville Ledger.)

"It is just possible that some of our readers may not know who
Flipper is. For their benefit we make haste to :-r~."p|::in that Flip-
per is the solitary colored cadet now at West Point. Ile is in the
third class, and stands forty-six in the class, which numbers eighty-
five members. This is a very fair standing, and Flipper’s friends
declare that he is getting along finely in his studies, and that he is
quite up to the standard of the average West Point student. Never-
theless they intimate that he will never graduate. Flipper, they
say, may get as far as the first class, but there he will be * slaugh-
tered,’ n

“ A correspondent of the New York T¥mes takes issue with this
opinion. He says there are many ‘old heads’ who, believe Flipper
will graduate with honor, and he thinks so too. The grounds for his
belief, as he gives them, are that the officers are g-:znth:r_:mn, and so are
the professors ; that they believe merit should be rewarded wherever
found ; and that they all speak well of Flipper, who is a hard stu-
dent, as his position in his class proves. From this correspondent we
learn that Flipperis from Georgia ; that he has a light, coffee-colored

L I e e i e AT W
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complexion, and that he ‘mindshis business and does not intrude his
company upon the other cadets,” though why this should be put
down in the list of his merits it is not easy to understand, since, if he
graduates, as this writer believes he will, he will have the right to
associate on terms of perfect equality with the other cadets, and may
in time come to command some of them, We are afraid there is
some little muddle of inconsistency in the brain of the Zimes’ corre-
spondent.

“The Chicago Tribune seems to find it difficult to come to any
conclusion concerning Flipper's chances for graduating, It says:
‘Tt is freely asserted that Flipper will never be allowed to eraduate ;
that the prejudice of the regular army instructors against the colored
race is insurmountable, and that they will drive away from the
Academy by persecution of some petty sort any colored boy who
may obtain admittance there. The story does not seem to have any
substantial basis ; still, it possesses considerable vitality.’

“We don’t profess to understand exactly what sort of a story that
is which has * considerable vitality ' without any substantial basis,
and can only conclude that the darkness of the subject has engendered
a little confusion in the mind of the Tribune as well as in that of the
writer of the Times. But the Tribune acquires more confidence as it
warms in the discussion, and it assures us finally that ‘ there is, of
course, no doubt that some colored boys are capable of receiving a
military education ; and eventually the presence of colored officers
in the regular army must be an accepted fact.” ‘Well, we don’t know
about that ‘ accepted fact.” The white man is mighty uncertain,
and the nigzer won’t do to trust to, in view of which truths it wounld
be unwise to bet too high on the ‘ colored oflicers,” for some years to
come at least.

“ But let not Flipper wring his flippers in despair, notwithstand-
ing. Let him think of Smith, and take heart of hope. Smith was an-
other colored cadet who was sent to West Point from South Carolina.
Smith mastered readin’, ’ritin’, and ’rithmetic, but chemistry mas-
tered Smith.® They gave him three trials, but it was to no purpose ;
so they had to change his base and send him back to South Carolina,
But what of that? They've just made him inspector of militia in
South Carolina, with the rank of brigadier-general. How long

# Dqdot Smith fuiled in Natural and Experimental Philosophy. In Chemisiry he
was up to the average. He was never appointed Inspector-General of South Caro-
lina. He was Commandant of Cadets in the Sonth Carolina Agricultural Institute
at Orangeburg, S. C., which position he held till his death November 29th, 1870
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might he have remained in the army before he would have become
‘ General Smith?’ Why, even Fred Grant’s only a lieutenant-
colonel. Smith evidently has reason to congratulate himself upon
being ‘ plucked ;* and so the young gentleman from Georgia, with
the *licht, coffee-colored complexion,” if he meets with a similar
misfortune, may console himself with the hope that to him also in his
extremity will be extended from some source a helping flipper.™

CHAPTER IL.
COMMUNICATIONS, ETC.

]:_ AVING given in the previous chapter a brief

account of myself—dropping now, by permis-
sion, the third person—prior to my appointment, I
shall here give in full what led me to seek that ap-
pointment, and how I obtained it. It waswhile sit-
tine ¢“in his father's quiet shoeshop on Decatur
Street ”’—as a local paper had it—that I overheard a
conversation concerning the then cadet from my own
district. In the course of the conversation I learned
that this cadet was to graduate the following June ;
and that therefore a vacancy would occur. This
was in the autumn of 1872, and before the election.
It oceurred to me that I might fill that vacaney, and
I accordingly determined to malke an endeavor to do
so, provided the Republican nominee for Congress
should be elected. He was elected. I applied for
and obtained the appointment. Tn 1865 or 1866—1
do not now remember which : perhaps it was even
later than either—it was suggested to my father to
send me to West Point. He was unwilling to do so,
and, not knowing very much about the place, was
reluctant to make any inquiries. I was then of
course too young for admission, being only ten or
twelve years old ; and knowing nothing of the place
myself, T did not care to venture the attempt to be-
come a cadet.
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At the time T obtained the appointment I had
quite forgotten this early recommendation of my
father’s friend ; indeed, I did not recall it until I
began compiling my manuscript.

The suggestion given me by the conversation
above mentioned was at once acted upon, and de-
cision made in a very short time ; and so fully was
I determined, so absolutely was my mind set on
West Point, that I persisted in my desire even to
getting the appointment, staying at the Academy
four years, and finally graduating. The following
communications will explain how I got the appoint-
ment. ™

Beply No. 1

GRIFFIX, January 23, 18735.
M=. H, O, FLIPPER.

Dear St : Your letter of the 21st, asking me, as member-eleet Lo
Clongress from this State, to appoint you cadet to West Point, was
received this morning. You are a stranger to me, and before I can
comply with your request you must get your teacher, Mr. James L,
Dunning, P.M., Colonel H. P. Fanorr, and other Republicans to
indorse for you. Give me assurance you are worthy and well quali-
fied and I will recommend you.

Yours respectfully,
J. C. FREEMAR.
Reply No, 2.
Grieriy, March 22, 1873.
Mz, H. O. FLIPFER.

DEAR SIR : On my arrival from Washington I found your letter
of the 19th. I have received an invitation from the War Department
to appoint, or nominate, a legally qualified cadet to the United States
Military Academy from my distriet.

# Tt has been impossible for the author to obtain copies of his
own letters to the Hon. Congressman who appointed him, which is
to be regretted. The replies are inserted in such order that they will
readily suggest the tenor of the first communications.
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As you were the first applicant, I am disposed to give you the first
chance : but the requirements are rigid and strict, and 1 think you
had best come down and see them, If after reading them you think
you can undergo the examination without doubt, I will nominate
you. But I do not want my nominee to fail to get in.

Yours very respectfully,
J. C. FREEMAN.

Reply No. 3.

Grirrry, (Ga., March 26, 1873.
Mgr. H. O. FLIPPER.

DEAR SIr : Your letter of the 24th to hand, and contents noted.
While your education may be sufficient, it requires many other quali-
fications—such as age, height, form, ete.; soundness of lungs, limbs,
ete. I will send you up the requirements, if you desire them, and call
upon three competent gentlemen to examine you, if you desire it.
Let me hear from you again on the subject.

Yours respectfully,
J. C. FREEMAX.
Reply No. 4.
Grirrrw, March 28, 1873.
Mgr. H. O. FLIPPER.

DEAR Sr® : Yours of 26th at hand. I have concluded to send the
paper sentme toJ. A.Holtzclaw, of Atlanta, present Collector of Inter-
nal Revenue, You can call on him and examine for yourself. It
you then think you can pass, I will designate three men to examine
you, and if they pronounce you up to the requirements I will ap-
point you,

Yours truly,
J. C. FREEMAN.
Ileply No. 5.
GrirrrN, April 5, 1873,
Mg. H. O. FLIPPER.

Dear Sk : The board of examiners pronounce you gualified to
enter the Military Academy at West Point. You will oblige me by
sending me your given name in full, also your age to a month, and
the length of time you have lived in the Fifth District, or in or near
Atlanta. I will appoint you, and send on the papers to the Secretary
of War, who will notify you of the same. From his letter to me you
will have to be at West Point by the 25th day of May, 1873.

Yours respectfully,
J. C. FREEMAS.

P.8.—You can send letter to me without a stamp.
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Feply No. 6.
GrrrFIx, April 17, 1873.
Mr. Hexry O. FLIPPER.

DeAn Sir ¢ I this day incloge you papers from tlie War Depart-
ment, You can carefully read and then make up your mind whether
you accept the position assigned you. If you should sign up, direct
and forward to proper authorities, Washington, D. C, If you do not
accept, return the paper to my address, Griffin, Ga.

I am yours very respecifully,
J. C. FREEMAN.

The papers, three in number, referred to in the
above letter, are the following :

Wanrt DEPARTMEST, I
W asmmweToN, April 11, 1873, ¢

SIR : You are hereby informed that the President has eonditionally -

selected you for appointment as a Cadet of the United States Military
Aecademy at West Point.

Should you desire the appointment, you will report in person to
the Superintendent of the Acedemy between the 20th and 25th days
of May, 1873, when, if found on due examination to possess the
qualifications required by law and set forth in the circular hereunto
appended, you will be admitted, with pay from July 1st, 1873, to
serve until the following January, at which time you will be exam-
ined hefore the Academic Board of the Academy. Should the result
of this examination be favorable, and the reports of your personal,
military, and moral deportment be satisfactory, your warrant of ap-
pointment, to be dated July 1st, 1873, will be delivered to you ; but
should the result of your examination, or your conduct reports be
unfavorable, you will be discharged from the military service, unless
otherwise recommended, for speeial reasons, by the Academic Board,
but will receive an allowance for travelling expenses to your home.

Your attention is particularly directed to the accompanying circu-
lar, and it is to be distinctly understood that this notification confers
upon you no right to enter the Military Academy unless your qualifi-
cations agree fully with its requirements, and unless you report for
examination within the time specified.

You are requested to immediately inform the Department of your
acceptance or declination of the contemplated appointment u pon the
conditions annexed.

Geo. M, Rosrsox,

Acting Secretary of War.
Hexry O. FLIPPER, Atlanta, Georeia, 2l

Through Hox. J. C. FREEMAN, M.C.
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CIRCULAR.

I. Candidates must be actual dona fids residents of the Congres-
sional district or Territory for which their appointments are made,
and must be over ssrenfeen and under twenfy-fwo years of age at the
time of entrance into the Military Aeademy ; but any person who has
served honorably and faithfully not less than one year as an officer or
enlisted man in the army of the United Siates, either as a Volunteer,
or in the Regunlar service, during the war for the suppression of the
rebellion, shall be eligible for appointment up to the age of twenty-
four years. They must be at least five feet in height, and free from
any infectious or immoral disorder, and, generally, from any deform-
itv, disease, or infirmity which may render them unfit for arduous
military service. They must be proficient in Reading and Writing ; in
the elements of English Grammar ; in Deseriptive Geography, particu-
larly of our own country, and in the History of the United States.

In Arithmetie, the various operations in addition, subtraction, mul-
liplication, and division, yeduction, simple and compound preportion,
and vulgzar and decimal fractions, must be thoroughly understood and
readily performed.

The following are the leading physieal disqualifications :

1. Feeble constitution and muscular tenuity ; unsound health
from whatever cause ; indieations of former disease ; glandular swell-
ings, or other symptoms of serofula.

2. Chronic cutaneous affections, especially of the scalp.

3. Bevere injuries of the bones of the head ; convulsions.

4. Impaired vision, from whatever cause ; inflammatory affections
of the eyelids ; immobility or irregularity of the iris ; fistula, lachry-
malis, ete., ete.

5. Deafness ; copions discharge from the ears.

6. Loss of many teeth, or the teeth generally unsound.

7. Impediment of speech.

8. Want of due capacity of the chest, and any other indication of
a liability to a pulmonic disease.

9. Impaired or inadequate efficieney of one or both of the superior
extremitics on account of fractures, especially of the clavicle, con-
traction of a joint, extenuation, deformity, ete., ete.

10. An unusual excurvature or incurvature of the spine.

11. Hernia. g

12. A varicose state of the veins of the serotum or spermatic cord
(when large). sarcocele, hydrocele, hemorrhoids, fistulas,

13. Impaired or inadequate efficiency of one or of both of the in-
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ferior extremities on aceount of wvaricose veins, fractures, malforica-
tion (flat feet, ete.), lameness, contraction, unequal lengzth, bunions

: et |
overlying or supernumerary toes, ete., ete.

14. Uleers, or unsound cicatrices of ulcers likely to break out
afresh. 3

Every person appointed, upon arrival at West Point, is submitted
to a rigid medical examination, and if any causes of disqualification
are found to exist in him to such a degree as may now or hereafter
impair his efficiency, he is rejected. .

No person who has served in any eapacity in the military or naval
service of the so-called Confederate States duri ;

e t U he 2o-¢ i]‘[l d Confederate States during the late rebellion
can receive an appointment as cadet at the Military Aecademy
m L 4 i T - 7 = 3 *

IT. The pay of ﬂlr_.m.-?t is 300 per annum, with one ration per
day, to commence with his admigsion into the Military Academy, and
1 10 | 5 H p : s
i1s sufficient, with proper economy, for his support.

= - 3

IIT. Each ecadet must keep himself supplied with the following

mentioned articles, viz. :

I 3 ! . e alath vl 5
{me.-bl..;.r cloth coatee ; one gray cloth ridinz-jacket ; one roeulation ereat-coat @
two pairs of gray cloth pantaloons, for winter ; six pairs of drilling pantaloons fo
snmmer ; one faticne-jacket for the encame R i
atigne-jackel Tor the encampment ; one black dresseap ; one foraga
cap; one black stock ; *two pairs of ankle-hoots » o
vata of whita halfe'= ®an R el ' .. .
H:.I:- of white belts ; *soven shirts and twelve coliars ; #gix pairs wintor soeks » ®4ix
e -1 ¥ Ry TN P T d ] e 1 o 3 . 2o =
I.:.z_.r.ﬂ : .1n|'|.|m. g0Cks ; *lonr pairs snmmer drawers = #three pairs winter drawors :
¥alv noclkotls Pl R ey o - F 1 = i =l
pocket-handkerchicfs ; *:ix towels ; *one clothes-bag. made of ticking: *one
clothes-brusl kone haie-briozh = ®one " Pt ‘

tooth-briosh = *one conmly ; one mattress ;

one pillow : Ftwo ) B T R Rl X e
Wo pairs ehcets ; *one padr blanketa ; *one quilted

bed-cover 3 ¢ %
ISt iaat L : Fone tronk @ one account-boolk * and will ualte
with his TG purchasine. for unt-book ; and will unit

inelr common use, ane looking-olnss, ane

wash-stand, onc wash-basin, one puil, and one broom, and shall he reanired to have

one fable, of the pattern that may be prezcribod by the Superintendent

The articles marked thus* candidates are required to bri ng with
them ; the others are to be had at West Point at reeulated I_:riu:.a
and it is h.(:uer for a candidate to take with him as li;,:t]e clothing 1"1.1:‘
any deseription as is possible (excepting what is marked) mulnnr;
more money than will defray his travelling expenses 1}11.!1 for the
parent or guardian to send to *“ The Treasurer of the Military -'Lf"ui-
emy” a sum sufficient for his necessary expenses until he is m"hr{i[t‘m]
and for his clothes, ete., thereafter. ¥

.Thu expenses of the candidate for board, washine, lichts, ete
prior to admission, will be about $5 per week, and ]:;1!$:rc11;ﬁ+-h:nt‘lt:;
being admitted to the Institution he must be provided with '-:1 nulﬁl.
of uniform, ete., the cost of which will be $88.79. If, u;mn“nrrim]

bt
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he has the necessary sum to his credit on the books of the Treasurer,
he will start with many advantages, in a pecuniary point of view,
over those whose means are more limited, and who must, if they
arrive, as many do, totally unprovided in this way, 20 in debt on the
credit of their pay—a burden from which it requires many months to
free themselves ; while, if any accident compels them to leave the
Academy, they must of necessity be in a destitute condition,

No cadet can receive money, or any other supplies, from his

_parents, or from any person Whomsoever, without permission from

the Superintendent.

IV. If the candidate be a minor, his acceptanee must be accom-
panied by the written consent of his parent or guardian to his signing
articles, binding himself to serve the United States eight years from
the time of his admission into the Military Academy, unless sooner
discharged.

V. During the months of July and August the cadets live in
eamp, engaged only in military duties and exercises and receiving
practical military instruction,

The academic duties and exercises commence on the 1st of Sep-
tember, and continue till about the end of June.

The newly appointed cadets are examined at the Aecademy prior to
admission, and those not properly qualified are rejected.

Examinations of the several classes are held in January and June,
and at the former such of the new cadets as are found proficient in
studies and have been correct in conduct are given the particular
standing in their class to which their merits entitle them. After
either cxamination eadets found deficient in conduct or studies ave
discharged from the Academy, unless, for special reasons in each
case, the Academic Board should otherwise recommend,

These examinations are very thorough, and require from the eadet
a close and persevering attention to study, without evasion or slight-
ing of any part of the course, as no relaxations of any kind ean be
made by the examiners.

VI A sound body and constitution, a fixed degree of preparation,
good natural capacity, an aptitude for study, industrious habits, perse-
verance, an obedient and orderly disposition, and a correct moral
deportment are such essential qualifications that candidates know-
ingly deficient in any of these respects should not, as many do, sub-
ject themselves and their friends to the chaneces of future mortifica-
tion and disappointment, by accepting appointments to the Academy
and entering upon a career which they can not snccessfully pursue.
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Method of Eramining Candidates for Admission into the Military
Academy.

Candidates must be able to read with facility from any book, giving the proper
intonation and panses, and to wwrife portions that are read aloud for that purpose,
spelling the words and punctuating the sentences properly.

In Arrraserie they must be able to perform with facility examples under the
four ground roles, and hence must be familiar with the tables of addition, subtrac-
tion, multiplication, and division, and be able to perform examplos In reduction and
in vulgar and decimal fractions, such az—

Add § to ¢ ; subtract 3 from § ; multiply by §; divide g by 2.

Add together two hundred and thirty-four thousandibs {234), twenty-six thon-
sandths (.025), and three thousandths (.008).

Subtract one hundred and eixty-one ten thousandths (,0161) from twenty-five
hundredths (235).

Multiply or divide twenty-six hundredths [.26) by sixteen thonsandths (.016).

They must also be able to change vulgar fractions into decimal fractions, and de-
cimals into vulgar fractions, with examples like the following ;

Change }§ into a decimal fraction of the same value,

Change one hundred and two thousandths (,102) into a vulgar fraction of the same
value. -

In simple and compound proportion, examples of varlous kinds will ha given,
and eandidates will be expected to understand the principles of the rules which they
follow,

In Exerizn Grasman candidates will be required to exhibit a familiarity with
the nine parts of speech and the rules in relation thereto ; must be able to parse any
ordinary sentence glven fo them, and, generally, must nnderstand those portions of
the subject usually tanght in the higher academies and echools throughout the
country, comprehended under the heads of Orthography, Etymology, Syntax, and
Prozody.

In DESCRIPTIVE GEOGRAPHY they are to name, locate, and deseribe the natural
grand and political divisions of the earth, and be able to delineate any one of the
states or Territories of the American Union, with its principal cities, rivers, lakes,
seaports, and mountains,

In HizTonry they must be able to name the periods of the discovery and settle-
ment of the North American continent, of the rise and progress of the United

States, and of the enccessive wars and political administrations through which the
country has passed.
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THE COURSE OF STUDY AND BOOKS USED AT THE
MILITARY ACADEMY,
[Booke marked thus * are for reference only.]

First Year—Fourth Class.

DEPARTMENT. TEXT-BOOKE,

Mathematics........ Davies' Bourdon's Algebra. Davies' Legendre's
Geometry and Trigonometry. Church's Deserip-
| _ tive Geometry. = :
Fretneh Language.............. | Bolmar's Levizac's Grammar and Verb Book.
i | Ammel’s Tabular System. Berard's Lecons Fran-

| caizes. * Spier's and Surenne’s Dictionary.
Tactica of Artillery and Infun- | Practical Instroction in the Schools of the Soldier,
try. Company, and Battalion. Practical Instronction

] in Artillery. . = :
TUse of Small Arms Instruction in Fenecing and Bayonet Kxercise.

Second Year— T hird Class,

Mathematies.. ... .oounevarrana. | Church’s Descriptive Geometry, with its applica-
tion to Spherical Projections, Church’s Shades,
Ehadows, and Perspective. Davies' Surveying.
| Churelh’s Anelytical Geometry. Church's Cal-
enlue,
French Loanguage....ouveeesaes Bolmar's Levizac'a Grammar and Verh Book.
Berard's Lecons Francaises. Chapsal's Legons
et Modéles de Littérature Francaise, Agnel’s
MTabnlar System. Howan's Morceanx EHLDI&E!E
des Auteurs Modernes, *Spier’s and Surenne’s
Dictionary. ¥
Spanish Josee’s Grammar, Morales' Progressive Render.
Ollendorffs Oral Method applied to the Spanish,
by Velasquez and Simonné,. *Sepane’s Neu-
man and Barettl's Dictionary. i
Drawing Topozraphy, ete. Artof l‘u:nr:mm-"m_n. Gt
Tactics of Infantry, Artillery, | Practical Instruction mllhs: Schools of 1hn::_ - _tu‘fllz_ o
nnd Cavalry. g Company, and Battalion. Practical Tustruction
in Artillery and Cavalry.

Third Fear—8Second (lass.

Matural and Experimental Phil- | Bartlett’s Meshanics, ﬂnr:l:-tr._‘s Aconsiics and
osnphy., Optics. 'I!::rt:li'[tﬁ.-";::‘-il'i:ﬂl:frm,‘..’ = ATl
Ct:umibfr:f | Fowne's Chemistry, Chemical Physics, from AMil-
ler.
seing.. .o Land=zcape. Pencil and Colora. -
;[;;21]::1'_:;[' Artlllery, Cavalry, | United Statex Taclies for Garrison, _Sl'fl'fli{"-rm".i
and Infantry, Field Artiflery. United States Tacties for Infant-
= ry.  Practical Ingtroction in the Schools of the
:‘?iriiiirl'.{.'urn];:u v, and H:L_H:Hifl!h Practical In-
siruction in ‘FI;“-.‘” 1 .';i;.'.-a'.r;.:. e
ilitary Enei ing. | Myers® Manual of Signals.  Praciical 8 20k
Practical Milllary Enginecring | fetieal Instruction in Military Signaling and
Telegraphy.
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Fourth Year—First (lass,

Military and Civil Engineering, | Mahan's Field Fortification. Mahan's Ontlines of
and Science of War. Permanont Fortification. Mahan's Civil Enoi-
neering. Mahan's Fortificaiion and Stereotomy,
Mahan's Advanced Guard and Ouipost, et

# Moseley's Mochanies of Engineering.

Mineralogy and Geology....... Danu's Mineralogy. Hitcheock's Geology.

Ethics and Law French's Practical Ethics. Halleck's Internntional
Law. Kent's Commentaries (portion on Consti-
tutional Law). Law and Military Law, by Prof.
French. Benét's Military Law and the Practice
ol Courts-Martial,

Tacties of Artillery, Cavalry, | United States Tacties for Cavalry. Practical In-

and Infaniry, egtruetion in the Sehools of the Soldier, Com-
pany, and Battalion. Practical Instruction in
Artillery and Cavalry.

Ordnance and Gunnery Benton's Ordnance and Gunnery. Practical Prro-
techny.

Fractical Military Engineering.  Practical Instruction In fabricating Fascines,
Sap Faggots, Gablons, Hurdles, Sap-rollers, eto. ;
manner of laying ont and eonstructing Gun and
Mortar Batteries, Fleld Fortifications and Worka
of Biege ; formation of Btockades, Abatis, and
other military obstpeles ; and throwing and dis-
mantling Pontoon Bridges,

Myers' Manual of Signals. Practical Instroction
in Military Sigoaling and Telegraphy,

— — i

The second paper was a printed blank, a letter of
acceptance or non-acceptance, to be filled up, as the
case may be, signed by myself, countersicned by my
father, and returned to Washington, D. C.

The third, which follows, is simply a memoran-
dum for use of the candidate.

MEMORANDIAL

It is suggested to all eandidates for admission into the Military
Academy that, before leaving their place of residence for West Point,
they should cause themselves to be thoroughly examined by a com-
petent physician, and by a teacher or instructor in good standing
By such an examination any serious physical disqualification, or defi-
ciency in mental preparation, would be revealed, and the candidate
probably spared the expense and trouble of a useless journey and the
mortification of rejection. The circular appended to the letter of
appointment should be carefully studied by the candidate and the
examiners.

It should be understood that the informal examination herein
recommended is solely for the convenience and benefit of the eandi-
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date himself, and ean in no manner affect the decision of the Aca-
demice and Medieal Examinine Boards at West Point.

NoTE.—There being no provision whatever for the payment of the travelling ex-
penses of either accepted or rejected candidates for admission, no candidate should
fail to provide himeself in advance with the means of retnrming to his home, in case of
Liis rejection before cither of the Examining Boards, as he may otherwise be put to
considerable trouble, inconvenicnee, and even suffering, on account of his destitnte
gituation, Ifadmitted, the money Lbronzht by him to meet such a contingency can
be deposited with the Treasurer on account of his equipment as a cadet, or relurned
to his friends.

After T had secured the appointment the edifor
of one of our local papers, which was at the time
publishing — weekly, I think—brief biographies of
some of the leading men of the ecity, together with
euts of the persons themselves, desired to thus bring

me into notoriety. I was duly consulted, and, ob-

jecting, the publication did not occur. My chief
reason for objecting was merely this : I feared some
evil might befall me while passing through Georgia
en route for West Point, if too great a knowledge of
me should precede me, such, for instance, as a pub-
lication of that kind would give.

At this interview several other persons—white, of
course—were present, and one of them—after relat-
ine the trials of Cadet Smith and the circumstances
of his dismissal, which, apropos, had not yet oc-
curred, as he would have me believe—advised me to
abandon altogether the idea of going to West Point,
for, said he, “Them northern boys wont treat you
right.”” T have a due proportion of stubbornness in
me, I believe, as all of the negro race are said to
have, and my Southern friend might as well have
advised an angel to rebel as to have counselled me
to resign and not go. He was convineed, too, before
we separated, that no change in my determination
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was at all likely to occur. Next day, in a short
article, the fact of my appointment was mentioned,
and my age and degree of education. Some days
after this, while in the post-office, a gentleman heclk-
oned to me, and we withdrew from the ecrowd. He
mentioned this article, and after relating—indeed, re-
peating, to my amusement, the many hardships to
which I should be subjected, and after telling me he
had a very promising son—candid, wasn’t he 7—whom
he desired to have educated at West Point, offered
me for my appointment the rather large sum of five
thousand dollars. This I refused instantly, Ihad so
set my mind on West Point that, having the appoint-
ment, neither threats nor excessive bribes could in-
duce me to relinquish it, even if I had not possessed
sufficient strength of character to resist them other-
wise. However, as I was a minor, I referred him to
my father. I have no information that he ever con-
sulted him. If he had, my reply to him would have
been sustained. T afterward had reason to believe
the offer was made merely to test me, as I received
from strangers expressions of confidence in me and
in my doing faithfully all that might devolve upon
me from my appointment.

CHAPTER IIL
REPORTING.

_\ AY 20th, 1873! Auspicious day! From the
VL deck of the little ferry-boat that steamed its way
across from Garrison’s on that eventful aftermoon
[ viewed the hills about West Point, her stone strue-
tures perched thereon, thus rising still higher, as
if providing access to the very pinnacle of fame, and
shuddered. With my mind full of the horrors of
the treatment of all former cadets of color, and the
dread of inevitable ostracism, I approached trem-
blingly yet confidently.

The little vessel having been moored, I stepped
ashore and inquired of a soldier there where candi-
dates should report. He very kindly gave me all
needed information, wished me much success, for
which I thanked him, and set ont for the designated
place. I soon reached if, and walked directly into
the adjutant’s office. Ie received me kindly, asked
for my certificate of appointment, and receiving that
—orassurance that I had it: I do not now remember
which—directed me to write in a book there for the
purpose the name and occupation of my father, the
State, Conoressional distriet, county and ecity of his
residence, my own full name, age, State, county, and
place of my birth, and my occupation when at home,
This done I was sent in charge of an orderly to cadet

2
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barracks, where my ‘¢ plebe quarters’” were assigned
me.

The impression made upon me by what I saw
while going from the adjutant’s office to barracks
was certainly not very encouraging. The rear win-
dows were crowded with eadets watching my un-
pretending passage of the area of barracks with
apparently as much astonishment and interest as
they would, perhaps, have watched Hannibal cross-
ing the Alps. Their words, jeers, ete., were most
insulting.

Having reached another office, I was shown in by
the orderly. I walked in, hat in hand—nay, rather
started in—when three cadets, who were seated in
the room, simultaneously sprang to their feet, and
welcomed me somewhat after this fashion :

““ Well, sir, what do you mean by coming into
this office in that manner, sir? Get out of here, sir.”’

I walked out, followed by one of them, who, in a
similar strain, ordered me to button my coat, get my
hands around—** fins”” he said—heels together, and
head up. ;

““ Now, sir,”” said he, leaving me, ‘‘ when you are
ready to come in, knock at that door,”” emphasizing
the word *‘ knock.”

The door was open. I knocked. He replied,
“Come in.”” I went in. I took my position in
front of and facing him, my heels together, head up,
the palms of my hands to the front,- and my little
fingers on the seams of my pantaloons, in which
position we habitually carried them. After correct-
ing my position and making it sufficiently military
to suit himself, one of them, in a much milder tone,
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asked what T desired of them. T told him T had
been sent by the adjutant to report there. He arose,
and directing me to follow him, conducted me to the
bath-rooms. Having discharged the necessary duty
there, I returned and was again put in charge of the
orderly, who carried me to the hospital. There I
was subjected to a rigid physical examination, which
I “stood” with the greatest ease. I was given a
certificate of ability by the surgeon, and by him sent
again to the adjutant, who in turn sent me to the
treasurer. IFrom him I returned alone to barracks.

The reception given to * plebes’’ upon reporting
is often very much more severe than that given me.
Even members of my own class can testify to this.
This reception has, however, I think, been best de-
seribed in an anonymous work, where it is thus set
forth

““ How dare you come into the presence of your
superior officer in that grossly careless and unmili-
tary manner? TI'll have you imprisoned. Stand,
attention, sir I”’ (Even louder than before.) * Heels-
together-and-on-the-same-line, toes-equally-turned-
out, little-fingers-on-the-seams-of-your-pantaloons,
button-your-coat, draw-in-your-chin, throw-out-
your-chest, cast-yonr-eyes-fifteen-paces-to-the-front,
don’t-let-me-see-you-wearing-standing-collars-again.
Stand-steady, sir. You've evidently mistaken your
profession, sir. In any other service, or at the seat
of war, sir, you would have been shot, sir, without
trial, sir, for such conduet, sir.”

The effect of such words can be easily imagined.
A “ plebe” will at once recognize the mecessity for
absolute obedience, even if he does know all this is
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hazing, and that it is doubtless forbidden, Still
“ plebes” almost invariably tremble while it lasts,
and when in their own quarters laugh over it, and
sven praectise it upon each other for mutual amuse-
ment.

On the way to barracks I met the squad of
“ heasts' marching to dinner. I was ordered to fall
in, did so, marched to the mess hall, and ate my
first dinner at West Point. After dinner we were
marched again to barracks and dismissed. I hast-
ened to my quarters, and a short while after was
turned out to take possession of my baggage. I

lugged it to my room, was shown the directions on

the back of the door for arrangement of articles, and
ordered to obey them within half an hour. The
parts of the regulations referred to are the follow-
ing :

SPECIAL REGULATIONS FOR BARRACKS.

ORDERLIES OF ROOMS,

The particular attention of Orderlies is directed to those para-
graphs of the Regulations for the U, 8. Military Academy specifying
their duties.

CADETS.

The hours of Recitation of each Cadet will be posted on the baek
of the door of his room, When a room is being washed out by the
policeman, on reporting to the Officer of the Day, and stating to him
the number of some room in his own Division he wishes to visit, a
Cadet will be permitted to visit that particular room until his own
can be occupied. The uniform coat will be worn from 8 till 10 Aar.;
at Inspection before 10 Ay the coat will be buttoned through-
out ; at Sunday Morning Inspection gloves and side-arms will also
be worn. After 10 A, any uniform garment or dresging-gown
may be worn in their own rooms, but at no time will Cadets be in
their shirt-sleeves unnecessarily. During the * Call to Quarters,”
between “ Inagpection Call” in the morning and “ Tattoo,” the follow-
ing Arrangement of Furniture, ete., will be required :

ACCOUTREMENTS,

Dress Cap—On gun-rack sheif.

Cartridge Boves, Waist Belts, Sabres, Forage Caps—Hung on
pegs near gun-rack shelf,
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Miuskets—In gun-rack,; Bayonets in the scabbards.

Spurs—Hung on peg with Sabres.

BEDSTEADS AND BEDDING.

Bedsteads—In alcove, against side wall of the room, the liead
acrainst the back wall,

Bedding—Mattress to be folded once ; Blankets and Comforters,
each one to be neatly and separately folded, so that the folds shall
be of the width of an ordinary pillow, and piled at the head of the
BEDSTEAD in the following order, viz. : MATTRESS, SHEETS, PILLOWS,
BraxreTs, and CoMFORTERS, the front edge of sheets, pillows, ete.,
to be vertical, On Sunday afternoons the BEDS may be made down
and used.

CLOTHES-PRESS,

oolis—0n the top of the Press, against the wall, and with the
backs to the front, BRUSHES (tooth and hair), Comns, Sgavixg Ia-
PLEMENTS and MATERIALS, such small boxes ag may be allowed,
vials, ete., to be neatly arranged on the upper shelf. Brrrs, Cor-
LATS, GLovES, HANDKERCHIEFS, BOCKS, ete., to be neatly arranged
on the second shelf from the top. BorEers, Pinrnow-CAses, SHIRTS,
DrawERs, WHITE PANTS, ete,, to be neatly arranged on the other
shelves, the heaviest articles on the lower shelves.

Arrangement—All artieles of the same kind are to be ecarefully
and neatly placed in separate piles. The folded edges of these arti-
cles to be to the front, and even with the front edge of the shelf.
Nothing will be allowed between these piles of clothing and the back
of the press, unless the want of room on the front edgze renders it
NECEesEary.

Dirty Clothes—To be kept in clothes-bag.

Shoes and Over-Shoes—"To be kept clean, dusted, and arranged in
a line where they can be scen by the Inspector, either at the foot of
the bedstead or at the side near the foot.

Woollen. Clothing, Dressing-Gown, and Clothes-Bag—To be hung
on the pegsin alcove in the following meneral order, from the front
of the alcove to the back: Over-Coat, Dressing-Gown, Uniform
Coats, Jackets, Pants, Clothes-Bag.

FURNITURE,

Broom—To be kept behind the door., Tixn Box for CLEANING
MATERIALS—To0 be kept clean and in the fire-place. Sprrroon—To
be kept on one side of the hearth near mantel-piece. CHAIRS and
TABLES—On no occagion to be in alcoves, the chairs, when not in
use, to be againat the owners’ tables. Looxrya-Grnass—At the centre
of the mantel-piece, WARBH-STAND—To be kept clean, in front
and agrainst aleove partition. Wasin-Basix—To be kept clean, and
inverted on the top of the wash-stand. WATER-BuckEr—To be
kept on sghelf of wash-stand, Sror-Bucker—To be kept near to
and on side of wash-stand, oppesite door. Baskets, Pictures, Clocks,
Statues, Trunks, and large Boxes will NOT be allowed in quarters,

Curtains=-WINDOW-CURTAINS—Only uniform allowed, and to e
kept drawn back during the day. ArLcovE-CURTAINS—-Only uni-
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form allowed, and to be kept drawn, except between ** ’E'uur:t:" and
¢ eveille” and when dressing. CURTAINS OF C LOTHES-PRESS—
To be kept drawn, except when policing room.

FLOOR.
To be kept clean, and free from grease-spots and stains.

WALLS AND WOOD-WORK.
To be kept free from cobwebs, and not to be injured by nails or
otherwise.
HEATING APPARATUS, SCREEN AND TOT.

To be kept clean, and not to be seratched or defaced.

These Regulations will be strictly obeyed and enforced.

By order of L1EUT.-COLONEL UPTON,
GEORGE L. TURNER,
Jadet Liewt. and Adjutant.
HEADQUARTERS, Corps OF CADETS,
West Point, N. Y., Sept. 4, 1873,

At the end of the time specified every article was
arranged and the cadet corporal returned to inspect.
He walked deliberately to the clothes-press, and, in-
forming me that every thing was arranged wrong,
threw "31.1-‘1‘}' article upon the floor, repeated his
order, and withdrew. And thus three times in less
than two hours did T arrange and he disarrange my
effects. I was not troubled again by him till after
supper, when he inspected again, merely opening
the door, however, and looking in. He told me I
could not go to sleep till *‘ tattoo.”” Now tattoo, as
he evidently used it, referred in some manner to
time, and with such reference I had not the remotest
idea of what it meant. I had no knowledge what-
ever of military terms or customs. However, as I
was also told that I could do any thing—writing, ete.
—1I might wish to do, I found sufficient to keep me
awake until he again returned and told me it was

o,
ey

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 35

then tattoo, that I could retire then or at any time
within half an hour, and that at the end of that time
the light must be extinguished and I mwst be in
bed. I instantly extinguished it and retired.

Thus passed my first half day at West Point, and
thus began the military career of the fifth colored
cadet. The other four were Smith of South Caro-
lina, Napier of Tennessee, Howard of Mississippi,
and Gibbs of Florida.

What I had seen and experienced during the few
hours from my arrival till tattoo filled me with fear
and apprehension. I expected every moment to be
insulted or struek, and was not long in persuading
myself that the various reports which I had heard
concerning Smith were true—I had not seen him yet,
or, if I had, had not recognized him—and that my
life there was to be all torture and anguish. I was
uneasy and miserable, ever thinking of the regula-
tions, verbal or written, which had been given me.
How they haunted me! I kept repeating them
over and over, fearful lest I might forget and violate
them, and be dismissed. If I wanted any thing or
wished to go anywhere, T must get permission of
the cadet officers on duty over us. To get such per-
mission I must enter their office cleanly and neatly
dressed, and, taking my place in the centre of the
room, must salute, report my entrance, make known
my wants, salute again, and report my departure.*

* Somewhat after this fashion :
“ Candidate F—, United States Military Academy, reports his en-
trance into this office, sir.”’
* Well, sir, what do you want in this office ¥’
- ““ I desire permission, sir, to walk on publie lands till retreat.”
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At the instant I heard the sound of a drum I must
turn out at a run and take my place in the ranks.

At five o'clock the mext morning two unusual
sounds greeted my ears—the 7eveille, and a voice in
the hall below calling out in a loud martial tone :

““ Candidates, turn out promptly I’ In an aston-
ishingly short time I had dressed, ¢ turned out,” and
was in ranks. We stood there as motionless as
statues till the fifers and drummers had marched up
to barracks, the rolls of the companies had been
called, and they themselves dismissed. We were then
dismissed, ourroll having been also called. Wewith-
drew at a run to our quarters and got them ready
for inspection, which, we were informed, would take
place at the expiration of half an hour. Af the end
of this time our quarters were inspected by a cor-

poral. In my own room he upset my bedding,
kicked my shoes into the middle of the room, and
ordered me to arrange them again and in better
order. This order was obeyed immediately. And
this upsetting was done in every room, as I learned

afterward from the occupants, who, strange to say,
manifested no prejudice then. 'Twas not long ere
they learned that they were prejudiced, and that they
abhorred even the sight of a *“ d—d nigger.”’

Just before, or perhaps just after brealkfast, our
quarters were again inspected. This time I was
somewhat surprised to hear the corporal say, *“ Very
well, M1, Flipper, very well, sir.”’

And this, with other things, shows there was a

“* No, sir, you ean't wallt on public lands till retreat.  Get out of
my sight.”’

“ Candidate I"—, United States Military Academy, reports his de-
parture from this oflice, sir.”’
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friendly feeling toward me from the first. After hav-
ing thus expressed himself, he directed me to print
my name on each of four pieces of paper, and to tack
them up in certain places in the room, which he indi-
ated to me. T did this several times before I could
please him ; but at last succeeded. Another cor-
poral visited me during the day and declared every-
thing out of order, althongh I had not touched a
single thing after once satisfying the first corporal.
Of course I had to rearrange them to suit him, in
which I also finally succeeded.

At eleven o'clock the mail ecame. I received a
letter, and to my astonishment its postmark was
“ West Point, N. Y., May 21st.”’ Of course I was
at a loss to know who the writer was. 1 turned it
over and over, looked at if, studied the postmark,
finally opened it and read it.*

This was another surprise—a welcome surprise,
however. I read it over several times. It showed
me plainly that Smith had not been dismissed, as
had been reported to me at home. I at once formed

* This letter by some means has been misplaced, and all efforts to
find it, or to discover what its exnct contents were, have failed
However, it was from James Webster Smith, the first and then only
cadet of colorat West Point. It reassured me very much, telling me
not to fear either blows or insults, and advising me to aveid any
forward conduct if I wished also to avoid certain conscquences,
“which,'" said the writer, *' I have learned from =ad experience;”’
would be otherwise inevitable. It wasa sad letter. I don’t think
any thing has so affected me cr so influenced my conduct at West
Point asits melancholy tone. That “ sad experience’” gave me a world
of warning. I looked upon it as implying the confession of some
great error made by him at some previous time, and of its sadder
CONSEUCNCES.
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a better opinion of West Point than I before had,
and from that day my fears gradually wore away.

The candidates now reported rapidly, and we,
who had reported the day previous, were compara-
tively undisturbed. At four o’clock I visited Smith
at his quarters by permission. My visit was neces-
sarilv a short one, as he was then preparing for
drill. Tt sufficed, however, for us to become ac-
quainted, and for me to receive some valuable advice.
An hour and place were designated for us to meet
next day, and I took my leave of him. The
“ plebes” turned out en masse, walked around _t.he
orounds and witnessed the drilling of the battalion.
We enjoyed it immensely. They were that day
skirmishing and using blank cartridges. We
thought the drill superb. I was asked by a fellow
““ plebe,” *“ Think you'll like that ¥’

“ Oh yes,” said I, “when I can do it as easily
as they do.”

We had quite a lengthy conversation about the
fine appearance of the cadets, their forms, so straight
and manly, evoking our greatest admiration. This,
alas! was our only conversation on any subject.
The gentleman discovered ere long that he too was
prejudiced, and thus one by one they ‘“cut’ me,
whether for prudential reasons or not I can not pre-
sume to say.

I went into the office one day, and standing un-
covered at about the middle of the room, in the posi-
tion of the soldier, saluted and thus addressed a
adet officer present :

¢ (landidate Flipper, United States Military Acad-
emy, reports his entrance into this office, sir.”
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“Well, what do you want 7’ was the rather gruff
reply.

“I desire permission to visit Smith, sir,’”’ an-
swered I, thoughtlessly saying ¢ Smith,”’ instead of
“Mr.”” or ©* Cadet Smith.”

He instantly sprang from his seat into rather
close proximity to my person and angrily yelled :

““ Well, sir, I want to hear you say ‘ Mr. Smith.’
I want you to understand, sir, he is a cadet and
vou're a ‘plebe,” and I don't want to see such
familiarity on your part again, sir,”” pufting partie-
ular emphasis on * Mx.”’

Having thus delivered himself he resumed his
seat, leaving me, I imagine, more scared than other-
wise.

““What do you want?’ asked he again, after a
pause of a moment or so.

““ Permission to visit Mr. Smith.”

Without condescending to notice for the time my
request he gave the interview a rather ludicrous
turn, I thought, by questioning me somewhat after
this manner :

¢ Can you dance, Mr. Flipper #’

Having answered this to his entire satisfaction,
he further asked :

““ Expect to attend the hops this summer ?’

““ Oh no, sir,”’ replied I, smiling, as he also was,
for I had just discovered the drift of his questions.
After mischievously studying my countenance for
a moment, he returned to the original subject and
queried, “ Where do you want to go ¥’

I told him.

“ Well, get out of my sight.”
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I considered the permission granted, and hastily
withdrew to take advantage of it.

3etween breakfast and supper those of us who
had been there at least a day had quite a pleasant
time. We were not troubled with incessant inspec-
tions or otherwise. We either studied for examina-
tion or walked around the grounds. At or near
seven o'clock, the time of retreat parade, we were
formed near our barracks and inspeeted. Our ranks
were opened and the cadet lientenant inspected our
clothing and appearance generally. A not infre-
quent oecurrence on these occasions was:

“Well, mister, what did you shave with—a shoe-
horn ¥’

At this we would smile, when the lieutenant,
sergeant, or corporal would jump at us and yell :

“ Wipe that smile off your face, sir! What do
you mean, sir, by laughing in ranks ?’

[f any one attempted to reply he was instantly
gilenced with—

“ Well, sir, don’t reply to me in ranks.”

The inspection would be continued. Some one,
unable to restrain himself—the whole affair was so
ridiculous —would laugh right out in ranks. IHe
wis a doomed man.

* What do you mean, sir, by laughing in ranks,
sir

Having been once directed not to reply in ranks,
the poor ** plebe” would stand mute.

““ Well, sir, don’t yvou intend fo answer me '’

LY a8, S

“Well, sir, step it out. What were you grinning
at ¥’
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¢ Nothing, si.”” -

“ Nothing ! Well, sir, you're a pretty thing to
be grinning at nothing. Get in ranks.”

The inspeetion would, after many such interrup-
tions. be continued. Rankswould at length be closed
and the command, *In place, rest!” given. The
battalion wounld mareh in from parade at double time
and form in the area to our rear. The delinquencies
of the day previous would then be published by the
cadet adjutant.

What most strikes a ¢ plebe’”” is this same pub-
lication. He hasn’t the remotestidea of what it is.
Not a word uttered by the adjutant is understood
by him. e stands and wonders what it is. A per-
fect jargon of words, unintelligible and meaningless
to him ! I remember distinctly how I used to won-
der. and how I was langhed at when I asked for in-
formation concerning it. We ‘‘ plebes” used to
speak of it often, and wonder if it was not French.
When we were better acquainted with the rules and
customs of the Academy we learned what it was. It
was ‘something of this nature, read from the * De-
linquency Book :”’

Derrsguescies, Turspay, Ocr. 12,

Apays.—Late at reveille roll-call.

Brsay.—Sentinel not coming to ** Arms, Port,”” when addressed
by the officer of the day.

Baye.—Not conversant with orders at same.

BAnNEs,—Bame af same.

Same.—Sentinel, neglect of duty, not requiring cadet leaving his
post to report his departure and destination.

Saye.—Hanging head, 4 p.ar

Burrow.—Dust on mantel at inspection, .80 At

Same.—Executing manual of arms with pointer in section-room,
IRV &
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SaME. —Using profane expression, 1 p.a !
CurLLeEs.—~Out of bed at taps. :
Douvxs.—Light in quarters, 11 r.ar
Same.—Not prepared on 47 Velasquez. *

On the 26th of May, another colored candidate
reported. It is said he made the best show at the
preliminary examination. Unfortunately, however,
he was ** found ™ at the following semi-annual ex-
amination. He was brought up to my quarters by a
corporal, and I was ordered to give him all instrue-
tion which had previously been given me. This I
did, and his first days at West Point were much
more pleasant than mine had been.

The candidates had now all reported, and Mon-
day afternoon, May 28th, we were each given by the
Adjutant in person a slip of paper 111"101_1 which was
written the number of each man’s name in an alpha-
betically arranged roll. This we had special direc-
tions to preserve. 'The next day we were marched
up to the Drawing Academy, and examined in gram-
mar, history, and geography ; the following day in
orthography and reading. On the same day, a;]m,
we were required to write out a list of all the text-
books we had used in our previous school-days.
The day following we were divided into sections and
marched to the library, where the Academic Board

* For these delinquencies the cadets are allowed to write explana-
tions. If the offence is absence from quarters or any duty without
authority, or is one committed in the Academical D{:purim:‘:m, called
an Academical Delinquency, such as not being prepared on some
lesson, an explanation is required and must be written. For all other
offences the cadet can write an explanation or not as he chooses, If
the explanation is satisfactory, the offence is removed and he sets no
demerits, otherwise he does. For form of explanation see {-..-111:111tcr
X., latter part.

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 43

was in readiness to examine us in mathematics. It
took quite a while to examine our class of more
than one hundred members thus orally. I am not
positive about the dates of the examination. I
know it oceurred in the immediate vieinity of those
named.

Not many days after this the result of the exam-
ination was made known to us. The familiar cry,
“ Clandidates, turn out promptly,” made at about
noon, informed us that something unusual was about
to ocenr. It was a fearful moment, and yet 1 was
sure I had * passed.” The only questions I failed
on were in geography. I stood motionless while the
order was being read until I heard my name among
the accepted ones. I felt as if a great burden had
been removed from my mind. It was a beginning,
and if not a good one, certainly not a bad one.
What has been the ending ? Let the sequel show.

Now that the examination was over and the de-
ficient ones gone, we were turned out for drill every
morning at half-past five o’clock and at four in the
afternoon. We were divided into squads of ome
each, and drilled twice a day in the *‘ settings up”
until about June 20th, After a few drills, however,
the squads were consolidated into others of four,
six, and eight each. The surplus drill-masters were
¢ turned in.”’ Their hopes were withered, for it was
almost a certainty that those who were * turned in”
would not be “made.”” They expected” to be
““ made” on their proficiency in drilling, and when
it was shown by being ¢ turned in” that others had
been thought better drill-masters, they were not a
little disappointed. How they ‘“boned’ tactics!
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What proficiency they manifested! How they
yelled out their commands! What eagerness thev
showed to correct errors, ete. And vet some could
not overcome their propensity for hazing, and these
were of course turned in. Not always thus, how-
ever. Those who were not ** turned in’’ were not
always ““made” corporals. Often those who were
so treated ** got the chevrons’ after all.

““ Plebe drill,” or, more familiarly, * squad
drill,” has always been a source of great amusement
to citizens, but what a horror to plebes. Those tor-
turous twistings and twirlings, stretching every
nerve, straming every sinew, almost twistine the
joints out of place and making life one long :'1:r_.r~mn‘;f.-
ing effort. Was there ever a ““ plebe,”’: or recruit,
who did not hate, did not shudder at the mere men-
tion of squad drill? T did. Others did. I remem-
ber distinetly my first experience of it. I formed an
opinion, a morbid dislike of it then, and have not
changed it. The benefit, however, of ¢ squad drill *’
can not be overestimated. It makesthe most erooked.
distorted creature an erect, noble, and manly beine.,
provided, of course, this distortion be a result of
habit and not a natural deformity, the result of lazi-
ness in one's walking, such as hanging the head,
dropping the shoulders, not straightening the legs,
and crossing them when walking,

Squgd drill is one of the painful necessities of
military diseipline, and no one recrets his experience
of it, however displeasing it 1|1:1}" have been at the
time. It is squad drill and hazing that so success-
fully mould the coarser characters who come to West
Point into officers and gentlemen. They teach him

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 45

how to govern and be governed. They are more
effectual in polishing his asperities of disposition and
forming his character than any amount of regulations
could be. They tame him, so to speak.

Squad drill was at once a punishment, a mode of
hazing, and a drill. For the least show of grossness
one was sure to be punished with ‘¢ settings up, sec-
ond time ! ““seftings up, fourth time !’ ** Continue
the motion, settings up second (or fourth) time !
We would be kept at thege motions until we could
searcely move. Of course all this was contrary to
orders. The drill-master would be careful not to be
“hived.” 1If he saw an officer even looking at him,
he would add the command °° three,”” which ecaused
a discontinuance of the motion. Ile would change,
however, to one of the other exercises immediately,
and thns keep the plebes eontinually in motion,
When he thought the punishment sufficient he would
discontinue it by the command *‘ three,”” and give
“ place, rest.” When the * place, rest” had been
just about sufficient to allow the plebe to get eool
and in a measure rested, the drill would be resumed
by the command ““’tion, squad > (abbreviated from
““ attention” and pronomnced ‘shun’). If the
plebe was slow, ‘ place, rest” was again given, and

“When I give the command ¢’tion, squad,” I
want to see you spring up with life.”

“*Tion, squad !”

Plebe is slow again.

““ Well, mister, wake up. This is no trifling mat-
ter. Understand 777

i< -ﬁ.Fl.'H\ -"i:ll'.”

“ Well, sir, don’t reply to me in ranks.”
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And many times and terms even more severe than
these.

Now that Williams and myself were admitted, the
newspapers made their usual comments on such
occurrences. I shall quote a single one from 7%e
New National Eraand Citizen, published in Wash-
ington, D. C., and the political orean of the eolored
pi};:ple. The article, however, as I present it, is
taken from another paper, having bee - it take
from the Era and l‘f"}'f .*.'.E‘f:*ﬂ, 3 e byt B

“ COLORED CADETS AT WEST POINT.

* The New National Era and Citizen, which is the national orean of
the colored people, contains a sensible article this week on the :t:u s
of colored cadets at West Point. After referrine to the colored
young men, ° Plebes’ Flipper of Georgia, and Williams of Virginia,
who hav *31‘? 1ssed the examination requisite for entering the Academy,
the Era and Céizen says: ‘Now that they are fl!;, the stiff and
starched protégés of the Government make haste to tell the reporters
that ** none of the fellows would hurt them, but every fellow would
let them alone.”  Our reporter seems to think that to be let alone ™
ft terrible doom. Bo it is, if one is sent to Coventry by gentlemen.
S0 it is, if one is neglected by those who, in point of education, thrift
and morality are our equals or superiors. So it is not, if done by !]ul-.
low-minded, the ignorant, and the snobbish. If it be im.-.:cilalul
among the four hundred young charity students of the {_:q'n'{-rmm-m:
that Cadet Smith, for instanece, finds no warm friends, and has won
no respect after the gallant fight he has made for four years —a
harder contest than he will ever have in the sterner field—then we
despair of the material which West Point is turning out. If this be
true, it is training selfish, snobbish nlﬂﬂinnts—ll{}l‘li!li'_"]ll]"f goldiers
not Havelocks, Hardinges, and Kearneys—but the lowest !{'['.u.- of 1![51
ciplined and educated force and brutality—the Bluchers and Marl-
boroughs. We scarcely believe this, however: and we know that
any young man, whether he be poor or black, or both, may enter
any first-class eollege in America and find warm sympathetic friends,
both among students and faculty, if he but prove himself to he pos-
sessed of some good qualities. . . . . If the Smiths, Flippers,

and Willisnses in their honorable school-boy eareers can not meet
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social as well as intellectual recognition while at West Point, let
them study on and acquit themselves like men, for they will meet,
out in the world, a worthy reception among men of worth, who
have put by the prejudices of race and the shackles of ignorance.
Emerson savs somewhere that ““ Selitude, the nurse of Genius, is the
foe of mediocrity.” If our young men of ability have the stuff in
them to make men out of, they need not fear ** to be let alone’ for a
while ; they will ultimately come to the surface and attain worthy
recognition.’

“That is plain, practical talk. We like it. Tt has the ring of the
true metal. Tt shows that the writer has faith in the ultimate tri-
umph of manhood. It is another form for expressing a firm belief
that real worth will find a reward. Never has any bond people
emerzed from slavery into a condition full of such m.mtl opportuni-
ties and splendid possibilities as those which are w ithin the reach of
the colored people of the United States; but if those opportunities
are to be made available, if thoss [m“;hm[nm are to be realized, the

eolored people must move into the fore-front of ac Lz n and study and

work in their own behalf. The colored cadets at West ]’an the
colored students in the public schools, the colored men in the profes-
sions, the trades, and on the plantations, can not be idlers if they are
to compete with the white race in the acquisition of knowledge and
property. But they have examples of notable achievements in their
own ranks which should convince them that they have not the
slightest reason to despair of success. The doors stand wide open,
from the plantation to the National Capitol, and every American citi-
zen can, if he will, attain worthy recognition.”

And thus, ere we had entered upon our new
duties, were we forewarned of the kind of treatment
we should expect. To be ‘ sent to Coventry,” ** to
be let severely alone,”” are indeed terrible dooms,
but we cared nanght for them. To be let alone”
was what we wished. To be left to our own re-
sources for study and improvement, for enjoyment
in whatever way we chose to seek it, was what we
desired. We ecared not for social recognition. We
did not expect it, nor were we disappointed in not
getting it. We would not seek if. We would not
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obtrude ourselves upon them. We would not accept
recognition unless it was made willingly. We would
be of them at least independent. We would mark
out for ourselves a uniform course of conduet and
follow it rigidly. These were our resolutions. So
long as we were in the right we knew we should be
recognized by those whose views were not limited or
bound by such narrow confines as prejudice and
caste, whether they were at West Point or elsewhere,
Confident that right on our own part would secure
us just treatment from others, that *“ if we but prove
ourselves possessed of some good qualities™ we could
find friends among both faculty and students.

I came to West Point, notwithstanding I had heard
so muech about the Academy well fit to dishearten
and keep one away. And then, too, at the time I
had no object in seeking the appointment other than
to gratify an ordinary ambition. Several friends
were opposed to my accepting it, and even persuaded
me, or rather attempted to persuade me, to give up
the idea altogether. T was inexorable. T had set
my mind upon West Point, and no amount of per-
suasion, and no number of harrowing narratives of
bad treatment, could have induced me to relinguish
the objeet I had in view. But I was right. The
work I chose, and from which I could not flinch
without dishonor, proved far more important than
either my friends or myself at first thought it
would be.

[Let me not, however, anticipate. Of this import-
ance more anon.

+ CHAPTER 1V.
CANT TEEBMS, ETC.

S a narrative of this deseription is very apt to be

dry and uninteresting, I have thought it possible
to remove in a measure this objection by using as
often as convenient the cant lingo of the corps. A
vocabulary which shall contain it all, or nearly all,
becomes necessary. I have taken great care to make
it as full as possible, and at the same time as intel-
ligible as possible.

" There are a few cant words and expressions which
are directly personal, and in many cases self-ex-
planatory. They are for such reasons omitted.

“ Animal,”’ °* animile,”” ** beast,””  reptile.”
Synonymous terms applied to candidates for ad-
mission into the Academy:.

“ Plebe.””—A candidate after admission, a new
cadet. Affer the candidates are examined and the
proficient ones admitted, these latter are known
officially as *‘ new cadets,”” but in the ecant vernacu-
lar of the corps they are dubbed ‘¢ plebes,”” and they
retain this designation till the candidates of the next
year report. They are then called *¢yearlings,”” a
title applied usually to them in camp only. After
the encampment they become ¢ furlonghmen’ until
they return from furlongh in Aungunst of the follow-
ing year. ‘They then are °‘ second-classmen,” and
are so officially and a la ecadel throughout the vear,
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From this time till they graduate they are known as
the * gradunating class,” so that, except the second
class, each class has its own peculiar cant designation.

Candidates generally report in May-—about the
20th—and during July and August are in camp.
This is their “* plebe camp.”” The next is their
““ yearling camp.”” During the next they are en
congé, and the nmext and last is their *first-class
camp.” Of ‘“plebe camp,” ‘‘ yearling camp,” and
“ first-class camp,”” more anon,

““ Rapid.”— A “ plebe’ is said to be “rapid”
when he shows a disposition to resist hazing, or to
““bone familiarity”’ with older cadets—i.e., upper
classmen.

““Sep.”’—A cadet who reported for admission in
September,

*“ Fins.””—A term applied to the hands generally,
of course to the hands of * plebes.”

““ Prelim.””—A preliminary examination,

““ Pred.”—A predecessor.

““ Pony.”’—A key, a eorrigé.

*“ To bone.”—To study, to endeavor to do well in
any particular ; for instance, to *“ bone demerits’ is
to strive to get as few as possible.

““To bone popularity.”’—This alludes to a habit
practised, especially by ¢ yearlings” while in camp,
and is equivalent to our every-day expression in civil
life, viz., ** to get in with.”

““To bugle it.”—To avoid a recitation. To avoid
a recitation is an act seldom done by any cadet. It
1s in fact standing at the board during the whole
time of recitation without turning around, and thus
making known a readiness torecite. At the Academy
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a bugle takes the place of the bell in eivil schools.
When the bugle is blown those sections at recitation
are dismissed, and others eome in. Now, if one
faces the board till the bugle blows, there is not then
enough time for him to recite, and he is said to have
““bugled it.”” Some instructors will call on any one
who shows a disposition to do so, and will require
him to tell what he knows about his subject.

““ Busted,” ‘ broken.”’—These words apply only
to cadet officers who are reduced to ranks.

“ A cold case.”’—A sure thing, a foregone con-
clusion.

*“ To get chevrons.”—To receive an appointment
in the battalion organization. Each year, on the day
the graduates receive their diplomas, and just after
—possibly just before—they are relieved from fur-
ther duty at the Academy, the order fixing the ap-
pointments for the next year is read, and those of
the year previous revoked. It has been customary
to appoint the officers, captains, and lieutenants from
the first class, the sergeants from the second, and
the corporals from the third. This custom has at
times, and for reasons, been departed from, and the
officers chosen as seemed best.

For any offence of a grave nature, any one who
has chevrons is liable to lose them, or, in other
words, to be reduced to ranks.

A eit.”’—Any citizen.

* To erawl over.”—To haze, generally in the se-
verest manner possible,

““ A chapel.” —An attendance at church.

“To curse out.” —To reprimand, to reprove, and
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also simply to interview. This expression does not

by any means imply the use of oaths.

¢ My eut.”? ““To eut eold.”—To avoid, to ostracize.

“ Debauch.”” — Any ceremony or any thing un-
usual. It may be a pleasant chat, a drill, or any
thing that is out of the usual routine.

““ o drive a squad.”’—To march it.

“ Dropped.” —Not promoted.

““ To eat up.”’—See *“ To crawl over.”

““ Exaggerations.” —It is a habit of the cadets to
exaggerate on certain occasions, and especially when

LK

policing. “A log of wood,” “a saw-mill,”” ‘““a
forest,”” and kindred expressions, are applied to any
fragment of wood of any description that may be
lying about. A feather is “a pillow ;' a straw,
“a broom factory ;”’ a pin, an *‘iron foundry ;’ a
cotton string, ‘‘a cotton factory ;' and I have known
a “plebe” to be told to ** get up that sugar refinery,”
which “refinery’” was a cube of sugar erushed by
some one treading upon it.

Any thing—whatever it may be—which must be
policed, is usunally known by some word or term
suggested by its use or the method or the place of
its manufacture.

“To find.”” —To declare deficient in studies or
diseipline.

An ‘“extra’ is an extra tour of guard duty given
as punishment. Cadets on ‘‘extra’” are equipped
as for parade, and walk in the area of Cadet Bar-
racks from two o' clock until retreat, or from two-to
five hours, on Saturday or other days of the week.
An ““extra’ is sometimes called a “ Saturday Pun-
ishment.”’
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““ A fem,” “femme."””—Any female person.

““ A file,”” —Any male person.

“ Fessed,” “* fessed eold,” ** fessed frigid,”” *‘ fess-
ed out,” and ** fessed through.””—Made a bad recita-
tion, failed.

““To get off.”—To perpetrate.

““A gag,” “ Grin,” * Grind.”—Something witty,
a repartee.

““To hive.””—To detect, used in a good and bad
sense. Also to take, to steal.

““To hoop up.”—To hasten, to hurry.

“H. M. P.””—Hop manager’'s privileges.

““ A keen.”—See ‘“ Gag,”’ etc.

““To leap on.””—See *“ To erawl over.”’

“ Made.”’—Given an appointment, given chevrons
as an officer in the battalion organization.

““ A make.”’—Such an appointment.

Maxed.” —Made a thorough recitation.

““ Ath.”—The last one.

““To pile in.”’—To retire,
To pink.”’—To report for any offence.
To plant.””—To bury with military honors.
To police one's self.”—To bathe.,

*“ To pot.”—* To pink,” which see.

‘¢ Prof.””—Professor.
(4

i

To put in.”’—To submit in writing.
““To put into the battalion.””—To assign to a com-
pany, as in case of new cadets,

* Ragged,” ““ragged out.”’—Made a good recita-
tion.

* Reveilles.”’—Old shoes, easy and comfortable,
worn to reveille roll-eall,

““ Reekless, ricochet,”” —Careless, indifferent.
3
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“Mo run it.”’ —To do any thing forbidden. To
risk.
“MTo run it on.”’—To Impose upon.
¢ Shout.”’ —Excellent, 7.¢., will create much com-
ment and praise.
¢ Sketeh-house.””—The Drawing Academy.
‘To skin.”’—See ** To pink”’ (nost common).
‘To be spooney.”’—To be gallant.
“To spoon.”—To be attentive to ladies.
‘ A spoon.”’ —A sweetheart.
““ Shungudgeon.” —A stew.
Supe.”’—Superintendent.
To step out.””—See *“Te hoop up.”’
‘Topog.””—A topographical drawing.
““ To turn in.”’—To repair to one’s gunarters.
““ To be sent in."’—To order any thing sent in.
““ To turn out.””—To come out, or send out.
“To be white,” “ To treat white.””—To be polite,
courteous, and gentlemanly,
“To wheaten.””—To be excused by surgeon.
““ To yvanlk.””—To seize upon violently.
“0. G. P.””>—0ld guard privileges.
“ Chem.”’—Chemistry.
¢ Math.”’—Mathematics.
““ Phil.””—Philosophy.
“ Roeks.”” —Mineralogy.
‘ Wigwag.””—Signalling.
““To get out of.””—To shun, to shirk.
Thing.””—A °¢ plebe.””’
‘To extinguish.”—To distinguish.
“To go for.””—To haze.
‘ House.” —Room, guarters.
To freeze to.””—To hold firmly.
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““ To wipe out.”’—To destroy.

* Limbo.” —Confinement.

*“ Solemneholy.””—Sad, dejected.

¢ Plebeskin.””—A rubber overcoat issued to new
cadets.

*“ Turnbacks.”” —Cadets turned back to a lower
class.

*“ Div,”” subdiv.””—Division, subdivision.

“ Devils.” —Fellows familiarly.

* Tab.”” —Tabular system of French.

““To celebrate.””—To do.

“* A stayback.””—A graduate detained at eradua-
tion to instruct the new cadets.* v

““ Berateh day.”—A day when lessons are hard
Or numerous.

. ““Gum game.” —A joke.
““To fudge.”—To copy.

BENNY HAVENS 0.

[A number of cadets sitting or lounging about the room. One at
table pouring out the drinks. As soon as he is done he takes up his
own glass, and says to the others, ** Come, fellows,” and then all
together standing 1]

Stand up in a row,
For sentimental dri nking we're going for to go :
In the army there's sobriety, promotion’s very ;:ai.r_aw,
50 we'll cheer our hearts with choruses of l'iL:un}' Havens' O,
Of Benny Havens’ O, of Benny Havens’ 0,
We'll cheer our hearts with choruses of Benny Havens’ O.

* When the cadets are in barracks, the officer
pundays either has or assumes authority fo detain from church, for
any emergeney that might arise, one or two or more membera of his

guard, in addition to those on post on duty. Cadets so detained are
called ** staybacks, "

of the guard on
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When you and I and Benny, and General Jackson too,

Are brought before the final Board our course of life t' review,
May we never “ fess” on any point, but then be told to go

To join the army of the blest at Benny Havens' O.

At Benny Havens’ O, at Benny Havens™ O,

To join the army of the blest at Benny Havens® O.

To the ladies of the army let our bumpers ever flow,
(Cfompanions of our exile, our shield "gainst every woe,

May they see their husbands generals with double pay to show,
And indulge in reminiscences of Benny Havens' O.

Of Benny Havens O, of Benny Havens' O,

And indulge in reminiscences of Benny Haveng' O.

"Tis said by commentators, in the land where we must go

We follow the same handicraft we followed here below ;

If this be true philosophy (the sexton, he says no),

What days of dance and song we'll have at Benny Havens' O.
At Benny Havens' O, at Benny Havens' O,

What days of dance and song we'll have at Benny Havens’ O !

To the ladies of the Empire State, whose hearts and albums too
Bear sad remembrance of the wrongs we stripling soldiers do,
‘We bid you all a kind farewell, the best recompense we know
Our loves and rhymings had their source at Benny Havens’ O.
At Benny Havens' O, at Benny Havens' O,

Our loves and rhymings had their source at Benny Havens’ O.

[Then, with due solemnity, every head uncovered and bowed
low, they sing :]

There comes a voice from Florida, from Tampa’s lonely shore ;
It is the wail of gallant men, O'Brien is no more ;

In the land of sun and flowers his head lies pillowed low,

No more to sing pefite coguille at Benny Havens' O.

At Benny Havens’ O, at Benny Havens® O,

No more to sing petite coguille at Benny Havens' O, ete.

CHAPTER Y.
PLEBE CAMP,

“IDOLEBE CAMP ! The very words are sugges-

tive. Those who have been cadets know what
“plebe camp” is. To a plebe just beginning his mili-
tary career the first experience of camp is most trying.
To him every thing is new. Every one seems de-
termined to impose upon him, and each individual
““ plebe” fancies at times he's picked out from all the
rest as an especially good subject for this abuse (%).
It is not indeed a very pleasant prospect before him,
nor should he expect it to be. But what must be
his feelings when some old cadet paints for his pleas-
ure camp scenes and experiences? Whatever he
may have known of camp life before seems as
naught to him now. It is a new sort of life he is to
lead there, and he feels himself, although ecurious
and anxious to test it, somewhat shy of entering
such a place. There is no alternative. He accepts
it resignedly and goes ahead. It is not always with
smiling countenance that he marches out and
surveys the site after reveille. Indeed, those who
do have almost certainly received a highly colored
sketch of camp life, and are hastening to sad disap-
pointment, and not at all to the joys they’'ve been
led to expeet. He marches into the company
streets. He surveys them carefully and recognizes
what is meant by ¢ the plebes have to do all the
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policing,”” servants being an unknown luxury. He
also sees the sentry-boxes and the paths the senti-
nels tread, and shudders as he recollects the tales
of midnight adventure which some wily cadet has
narrated to him. Imagination begins her eruel
work. Already he sees himself lying at the bottom
of Fort Clinton Ditch tied in a blanket, or perhaps
fetterless and free, but helpless. Or he may imagine
his hands are tied to one, and his feet to the other
tent-pole, and himself struggling for freedom as he
recognizes that the reveille gun has been fired and
those mereciless fifers and drnmmers are rapidly
finishing the reveille. And, horror of horrors!
mayhap his fancies picture him standing trembling-
Iy on post at midnight’'s solemn hour, his gun just
balanced in his hands, while numbers of cadets in
hideous sheets and other ghostly garb approach or
are aleady standing around torturing him. And
again, perchanee, he challenges some approaching
person in one direction, and finds to his dismay the
officer of the day, the officer of the guard, and a cor-
poral are erossing and recrossing his post, or having
already advanced without being challenged, are
demanding why it is, and why he has been so neg-
ligent.

Just after reveille on the morning of June 22d
the companies were marched to their company
streets, and the ‘* plebes’ assigned to each followed
in rear. At the time only the tent floors and eord
stays were on the ground. These former the
‘“ plebes™ were ordered to align. This we did while
the old cadets looked on, occasionally eorrecting or
making some suggestion. It required considerable
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time to do this, as we were inexperienced and had to
await some explanation of what we were to do.

When at last we were done, tents, or rather tent
floors, were assigned to us. We thence returned fo
barracks and to breakfast. Our more bulky effects
were carried into camp on wagons before breakfast,
while the lighter articles were moved over by our
own hands. By, or perhaps before, eleven o'clock
every thing had been taken to camp. By twelve we
were in ranks ready to march in. At the last stroke
of the clock the column was put in march, and we
marched in with all the ‘‘ glory of war.”” We stacked
arms in the company sfreets, broke ranks, and each
repaired to the tent assigned him, which had by this
time been brought over and placed folded jon the
tent floors. They were rapidly prepared for raising,
and at a signal made on a drum the tents were raised
simultaneously, ‘mid rousing cheers, which told
that another ** camp’’ was begun.

After this we had dinner, and then we pub our
tents in order. At four o'clock the police-call was
sounded, and all the * plebes’” were turned out to
police the company streets. This new phase of West
Point life—and its phases rapidly developed them-
selves — was a hard one indeed. The duties are
menial, and very few discharge them without some
show of displeasure, and often of femper. None are
exempt. It is not hard work, and yet every one
objeets to doing it. The third and fourth classes,
by regulations, are required to do the polieing.
When I was a plebe, the plebes did it all. Many
indeed tried to shirk it, but they were invariably
‘“ hived.”” Every plebe who attempted any such
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thing was closely watched and made to work. The
old cadets generally chose such men for ‘‘special
dutymen,” and required them to bring water, pile
bedding, sweep the floor, and do all sorts of menial
services. Of course all this last is prohibited, and
thereforerisky. Somebody is ‘‘ hived ” and severely
punished almost every year for allowing plebes to
perform menial duties for him. But what of that?
The more dangerous it becomes the more is it prac-
tised. Forbidden things always have an alluring
sweetness about them. More caution, however, is
observed. If, for instance, a cadet should want a
pail of water, he causes a plebe to empty his (the
plebe’s) into his own (the eadet’s). If it should be
empty, he sends him to the hydrant to fill it, and,
when he returns, gets possession of itas before. An
officer seeing a plebe with his own pail—recognizable
by his own name being on it in huge Roman char-
acters—going for water would say nothing to him.
[f the name, however, should be that of a cadet, the
plebe would be fortunate if he escaped an investiga-
tion or a reprimand on the spot, and the cadet, too,
if be were not put in arrest for allowing a new cadet
to perform menial services for him. If he wants a
dipper of iced-water, he calls out to the first plebe
he sees in some such manner ag this: “Oh! M.
——, don’t you want to dorrow my dipper for a
little while?’ The plebe of course understands
this. He may smile possibly, and if not serving
some punishment will go for the water.

Plebes are also required to clean the equipments
of the older cadets. They do it cheerfully, and,
strange to say, are as careful not to be ““ hived >’ as

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 61

the cadet whose accoutrements they are cleaning, I
say “required.” I do not mean that regulations or
orders require this of the new cadets, but that the
adets by way of hazing do. From the heartrending
tales of hazing at West Point, which citizens some-
times read of, one would think the plebes would offer
some resistance or would complain to the authorities,
These tales are for the most part untrue. In earlier
days perhaps hazing was practised in a more in.
human manner than now. It may be Impossible,
and indeed is, for a plebe to cross a company street
without having some one yvell out to him: * Get
your hands around, mister. Hold your head Uyl
but all that is required by tactics. Perhaps the fre-
quency and unnecessary repetition of these cautions
give them the appearance of hazing. However that
may be, there seems to be no way to impress upon
a plebe the necessity of carrying his ¢ palms to the
fl:nnré” or his ““head up.” To report him and give
um demerits merely causes him to lauch and i
over the number of them that have l.nia]fi ‘;I;fnfgf{:?
against him, '

I do not mean to defend hazing in any sense of
the word ; but I do believe that if is iTltiiHI':['I!H:l]J]i‘
as I‘Jt‘:I{:f'iﬁrari at the Academy. It would simply ]}t_;
_Hl]'L]'m:-::-:lhli-‘ to mould. and polish the soeial amalgama-
tion at West Point without it. Some of the }'-.nusgh
specimens annually admitted eare nothing for ]‘{"‘;'I_I--
lations. Tt is fun to them to be punished. ;\'u!'h?nw
50 effectually makes a plebe submissive as ].1:1:111**?
That contemptuous look and imperious Ilell.l'il?;:‘
I(m-'r_:rs; a ]'Ijlehu, I [sometimes think, in his own {JHI"E
mation. He is in a manner cowed and made to f;ﬁv!
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that he must obey, and not disobey ; to feel that he
is a plebe, and must expect a phﬂm".'t ]un*imn,. He
is taucht by it to stay in his place, and not to * hone
].]H}"Hl-llzll'”}'“ with the older {'11'.’1:-*%::-'., b
Tt is frequently said that * plebe camp™ 1:n'u1
‘¢ plebe life” are the severest parts of life at West
Point. To some they are, and to others they are
not. With my own self I was almost entirely free
from hazing, and while there were features in
“ plebe life’’ which I disliked, I did nevertheless
have a far easier and better time than my own white
classmates. Even white plebes often go through
their camp pleasantly and profitably. Only those
who shirk duty have to suffer any unusual punish-
ment or hazing.

I have known plebes to be permitted to do any
thine they chose while off duty. I have known
others to have been kept working on their guns or
other equipments whole days for several days at a
time. It mattered not how clean they were, or how
soon the work was done. I've known them to be
many times interrupted for the mere sake of hazing,
and perhaps to be sent somewhere or o do some-
thing which was unnecessary and would have been
as well undone. Plebes who tent with first-classmen
keep their own tents in order, and are never per-
mitted by their tentmates to do any thing of the Kind
for :Jl']hf?l:ﬂ unless when wanted, are entirely unoceu-
pied, and then usually their services ave ;mkml. for.
A classmate of mine, when a plebe, tented with a
first-classman. e was doing something for him-
solf one dayv in a free-and-easy manner, and had no
thought of disturbing any ome. A yearling cor-
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poral, who was passing, saw him, thought he was
having too good and soft a time eof it, and ordered
him out fo tighten cords, an aect then highly un-
called for, save as a means of hazing. The first-
classman happened to come up just as the plebe
began to interfere with the cords, and asked him
who told him to do that. He told him, and was at
once directed to leave them and return to whatever
he was doing before being interrupted. The year-
ling, confident in his red fape and his mightiness,
ordered the plebe out again. His corporalship soon
discovered his mistake, for the first-classman gave
the plebe full information as to what could be re-
quired of him, and told him to disobey any improper
order of the corporal’s which was plainly given to
haze him. The affair was made personal. A fight
ensued. The corporal was worsted, to the delight,
I imagine, of the plebes.

Again, I've known plebes to be stopped from
worlc—if they were doing something for a cadet—to
transfer it to some other one who was accustomed to
shirk all the duty he could, or who did things slowly
and slovenly. Indeed I may assert generally that
plebes who are willing to work have little to do out-
side of their regular duty, and fare in plebe camp
quite as well as yearlings ; while those who are stub-
born and careless are required to do most all the
work. Cadets purposely select them and make
them work. They, too, are very frequently objects of
hazing in its severest form. At best, though, plebe
amp 18 rather hard, its numerous drills, together
with guard and police duty, make it the severest
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and most undesirable portion of the four years
cadet spends at the Academy.,

To get up at five o’clock and be present at re-
veille roll-call, to police for half an hour, to have
squad drill during the next hour, to put one’s tent
in order after that, and then to prepare one’s self for
breakfast at seven, make up a rather trying round
of duties To discharge them all—and that must
certainly be done—Xkeeps one busy ; but who would
not prefer little extra work—and not hard work at
that—in the cooler part of the day to an equal
amount in the heated portion of it? I am sure the
plebes do. 1 know the corporals and other officers
who drill them do, although they lose their after-
revellle sleep.

After breakfast comes troop parade at eight
o'clock, guard mounting immediately after, and
the establishment of the ¢ color line.”” Arms and
accoutrements must be in perfect order. The
plebes clean them during the atternoon, so that be-
fore parade it is seldom necessary to do more than
wipe off dust, or adjust a belt, or something of the
kind.

After establishing the ““color line,” which is
done about 8.80 A.ar., all cadets, save those on guard
and those marching on, have time to do whatever
they choose. The cadets generally repair to the
guard tents to see lady friends and other ‘acquaint-
ances. whild the plebes either interest themselves in
the inspeetion of < color men,” or make ready ilor
artillery drill at nine. The latter drill, commencing
at 9 &, continues for one hour. The yearlings
and plebes receive instruetion in the manual and

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. i)

nomenclature of the piece. The drill is not very
trying unless the heavy guns are used—I mean un-
less they are drilled at the battery of twelve-pound-
ers. Of late both classes have been drilled at bat-
teries of three-inch rifles. These arelight and easily
manceuvred, and unless the heat be intense the drill
is a very pleasant one,

The first class, during this same hour, are drilled
at the siege or seacoast battery. The work here is
sometimes hard and sometimes not. When firing,
the drill is pleasant and interesting, but when we
have mechanical maneuvres all this pleasantness
vanishes. Then we have hard work. Dismounting
and mounting is not a very pleasant recreation.

At eleven o’clock, every day for a week or ten
days, the plebes have manual drill. This is entirely
in the shade, and when “ In place, rest,”’ 1is fre-
quently given, is not at all displeasing, except when
some yearling corporal evinees a disposition to haze.
At five o'cloek this drill is repeated. Then comes
parade, supper, tattoo, and best of all a long night's
rest.  The last two drills continue for a few days
only, and sometimes do not take place at all.

The third class, or the vearlings, have dancing
from eleven to twelve, and the plebes from then till
one. In the afternoon the plebes have nothing to
do in the way of duty till four o'clock. The camp
is then policed, and when that is done there may or
may not be any further duty to discharge till retreat
parade. After the plebes are put in the battalion—
that is. after they begin drilling, ete., with their
companies—all cadets attend company drill at five
o'clock. After attending a few of these drills the
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first class is exeused from further attendance dur-
ing the encampment. One officer and the requisite
number of privates, however, are detailed from the
class each day to act as officers at these drills.

I omitted to say that the first class received in
the forenoon instruction in practical military en-
gineering and ordnance. ‘

What most tries plebes, and yearlings, too, is
gnard duty, If their classes are small, each mem-
ber of them is put on guard every third or fourth
day. To the plebes, being something entirely new,
gnard duty is very, very obnoxious. |

During the day they fare well enough, but as
soon as night comes “well enough’ disappears.
They are liable at any moment to be visited by
cadets on a hazing tour from the body of the r-::ml:,
or by the officers and non-commissioned officers of
the guard. The latter generally leave the post of
the gnard in groups of three or four. After getting
into eamp !hr'}' separate, and manage to {‘UH]I:‘ 11;'1::;-1
a sentinel simultaneously and from all points of the
compass. If the sentinel isn’'t eool, he will challenge
and advance one, and possibly let the others come
upon him unchallenged and unseen even. Then woe
be to him! He'll be *‘erawled over” for a cer-
tainty, and to make his crimes appear as bad as
possible, will be reported for ‘‘ negleet of duty while
a sentinel, allowing the officers and non-commis-
sioned officers of the guard to advance upon him,
and to cross his post repeatedly without being chal-
lenged.”” He knows the report to be true, and if he
submits an explanation for the offence his inexperi-

R
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ence will be considered, and he will probably get no
demerits for his neglect of duty.

But the best joke of all is in their manner of
calling off the half-hours at night, and of challeng-
ing. Sometimes we hear No. 2 call off, “ No. 2, ten
o’clock, and all is well,”” in a most natural and un-
concerned tone of voice, while No. 3 may sing out,
“No. 8, ten o'clock and all is well-1-1,”’ changing
his tone only on the last word. Then No. 4, with
another variation, may call off, ¢ No. 4, ten o’clock,
and all-1-1-1's well,”” changing his tone on * all-1-1-I's,™
and speaking the rest, especially the last word, in a
low and natural manner of voice, and sometimes
abruptly. And so on alone the entirve chain of senti-
nels. each one calls off in a manner different from
that of the rest. Sometimes the calling off 1s
scarcely to be heard, somefimes it is loud and full,
and again it is distinet but squeakish. It is indeed
most delightful to be in one’'s tent and here the
plebes call off in the still quiet hours of the might.
One can’t well help laughing, and yeb all plebes,
more or less, eall off in the same manner.

Plebe sentinels are very troublesome sometimes
to the non-commissioned officers of the guard. They
receive their orders time after time, and when in-
spected for them most frequently spit them out with
ease and readiness ; but just as soon as night comes,
and there is a chance to apply them, they * fess
utterly cold,” and in the simplest things at that.
Nine plebes out of ten almost invariably challenge
thus,  Who comes kere?’ Who stands here 20
“Who goes here?’ as the case may be, motwith-
standing they have been repeatedly instructed orally,




68 THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT.

and have seen the words, as they should be, in the
regulations. If a person is going, and is a hundred
yards or so off, it is still, ““ Who goes Zere ?”
Everything is ‘¢ kere.”

One night the officer of the day concealed himself
near a sentinel’s post, and suddenly appeared on
it. The plebe threw his gun down to the proper
position and yvelled out, * Who comes here ¥’ The
officer of the day stopped short, whereupon the
plebe jumped at him and shouted, *° Who stands
here?’ Immediately the officer started off, say-
ing as he did so, “I'm not standing ; I'm going.”
Then of course the challenge was again changed to,
““Who goes Zere?  I'm not going ; I'm coming,”
sald the officer, facing about and approaching the

sentinel. This was kept up for a considerable time,
till the officer of the day got near a sentry-box and
suddenly disappeared. The plebe knew he was
there, and yelled in a louder tone than before, ** Who
stands Zere? *F SBentry-box,” was the solemn and

ghostly response.

It is hardly reasonable, I think, to say the plebe
was frightened ; but he actually stood there motion-
less, repeating his challenge over and over again,
““ Who stands Aere 2’

There was a light battery in park near by, and
throungh this, aided by the gloom, the officer of the
day managed to pass unobserved along, but not on
the sentinel’s post. He then got upon it and ad-
vanced on him, making the while much noise with
his sword and his heavy tread. He walked directly
up to the sentinel unchallenged, and startled him by
asking, ¢ What are you standing here yelling for 7
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The plebe told him that the officer of the day had
been upon his post, and he had seen him go behind
the sentry-box. And all this to the officer of the
day, standing there before him,  Well, sir, whom
do you take me to be ¥’ ¢

The plebe looks, and for the first time brought
to full conseciousness, recognizes the officer of the
day. Of course he is surprised, and the more so
when the officer of the day inspects for his—the
plebe’s — satisfaction the sentry-box, and finds no
one there. IHe *eats’” that plebe up entirely, and
then sends a corporal around to instruet him in his
orders. When the corporal comes it may be just as
difficult to advance him. He may, when chal-
lenged, advance without replying, or, if he replies,
he may say, ¢ Steamboat,’’  Captain Jack, Queen
of the Modocs,” as one did say to me, or some-
thing or somebody else not entitled to the counter-
sign. Possibly the plebe remembers this, and he
may command ¢ Halt I’ and call another corporal.
This latter may come on arun at *‘ charge bayonets,”’
and may not stop fill within a foot or so of the
sentinel. He then gets another °*ecursing out.”
By this time the corporal who first came and was
halted has advanced unchallenged and unnoticed
since the arrival of the second. And then another
cursing out. Thus it is that plebe camp is made so
hard.

Surely the officers and non-commissioned officers
are right in testing by all manner of ruses the ability
of the sentinels. It is their duty to instruet them,
to see that they know their orders, and are not
afraid to apply them.
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Sometimes plebes enjoy it, and like to be cursed
out. Sometimes they purposely advance foward a
party improperly, to see what will be said to them.
[t is fun to some, and to others most serious. At
best it gives a plebe a poor opinion of West Point,
and while he may bear it meekly he nevertheless
sichs for the

s ___touch of a vanished hand,"
the caressing hand of a loving mother or sister. I
know I used to hate the very name of camp, and I
had an easier time, too, than the other plebes.

Of eourse the plebes, being inexperienced for the
most part, are * high privates in the rear rank.”’
For another reason, also, this is the case. The first
and second classes have the right established by im-
memorial custom of marching in the front rank,
which right necessarily keeps the plebes in the rear
rank, and the yvearlings too, except so many as are
required in the front rank for the proper formation
of the company. Another reason, perhaps,; may be
oiven to the same end. We have what we call class
rank, or, in other words, class standing. Hvery class
has certain privileges and immunities, which the
junior classes do not enjoy ; for example, first-class-
men, and second-classmen too—by General Orders
of September, 1876—are excused from guard duty
in the capacity of privates, and are detailed—first-
classmen for officers of the day and officers of the
guard, and second-classmen for non-commissioned
officers of the gnard. All members of the third and
fourth classes are privates, and from them the pri-
vates of the guard are detailed. All officers, com-
missioned and non-commissioned, are exempt from
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“ Saturday punishment.” 1 mean they do not
walk exfra tours of guard for punishment. The
non-commissioned officers are sometimes required to
serve such punishments by discharging the duties of
corporal or sergeant in connection with the punish-
ment squad. Third- and fourth-classmen enjoy no
such immunities. Plebes, then, having no rank what-
ever, being in fact conditional cadets until they shall
have received their warrants in the following Jan-
uary, must give way to those who have. One half
or more of the privates of the company must be In
the front rank. This half is made up of those who
rank hichest, first-classmen and second-classmen,
and also, if necessary, a number of third classmen.
Plebes must then, except in rare cases, march in the
rear rank, and from the time they are put in the
battalion till the close of the summer encampment,
they are required to carry their hands with palms fo
the front as preseribed in the tacties.

All this is kept up till the close of camp, and
makes, I think, plebe camp the most trying part of
one’s cadet life.

On the 28th of August the furloughmen return,
and report to the commandant at two o'clock for
duty.

In the afternoon the battalion is sized and guar-
ters are assiened under the supervision of the assist-
ant-instructors of tacties.

AT }'].::].]';H-Fl-‘ the :l}'j];ln]']'TI}Hr_"ﬂﬂ of officers and non-
commissioned officers for the ensning year is pub-
lished, and also orders for the discontinuance of the
encampment.

In the evening the * twenty-eighth hop” takes
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place, and is the last of the season, On the 20th—
and beginning at reveille—the cadets move their
effects into winter quarters in barracks, All heavy
articles are moved in on wagons, while all lighter
ones are carried over by cadets themselves. By
seven o' clock every thing is moved away from eamp,
save each cadet’s accoutrements.

Breakfast is served at 7 A.y., and immediately
afterward comes ** troop™’ and guard-mounting, after
which the entire camp is thoroughly policed. This
requires an hour or more, and when all is done the
“oeneral”’ is sounded. At this the companies are
formed under arms in their respective company
streets. The arms are then stacked and ranks broken.
At least two cadets repair to each tent, and at the first
tap of the drum remove and roll up all the cords
save the corner ones. At the second tap, while one
cadet steadies the tent the other removes and rolls
the corner cords nearest him. The tents in the body
of the encampment are moved back two feet, more
or less, from the color line, while the gunard tents
and those of the company officers are moved I a
northerly direction. At the third tap the tents fall
simultaneously foward the color line and the south
ardinal point, amid rousing cheers. The tfents
being neatly rolled up and placed on the floors, the
companies are reformed and on the cenfre. The
battalion then marches ouf to take up its winter
guarters in barracks.

When camp is over the plebes are no longer re-
guired to depress their toes or to earry their hands
with palms fo the front. They are, in fact, *“ cadets
and gentlemen,” and must take care of themselves,

CHAPTER VL

STUDIES, ETC.

riYHE academic vear begins July 1st, and continues

till about June 20th the following year. As soon
after this as practicable—depending upon what time
the examination is finished—the corps moves into
camp, with the exception of the second class, who
2o on furlough instead.

Between the 20th of August and the 1st of Sep-
tember, the ¢ Seps,’” or those candidates who were
unable to do so in the spring previous, report. DBe-
fore the 1st they have been examined and the de-
ficient ones dismissed. On the 1st, unless that be
Sunday, academic duties begin. The classes are
arranged into a number of seetigns, according to
their class rank, as determined at the previous an-
nual examination, or according to rank in some partie-
ular study—for instance, for instruetion in engineer-
ing the first elass is arranged according to merif in
philosophy, and not according to general merit or
class rank. The fourth, or “ plebe” class, however,
is arranged alphabetically since they as yet have no
class rank.

The first class study, during the first term, en-
gineering, law, and ordnance and gunnery. They
recite on eivil engineering from 8 to 11 A.a. daily,
on ordnance and gunnery from 2 to 4 p.ar., alternat-
ing with law,
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The second class have natural and experimental
philosophy from 8 to 11 A.x. daily, and chemistry,
alternating with riding, from 11 A fo 1 P 5 also
drawing in pencil from 2 to 4 p.a.  For instruction
in this department the class is divided into two as
nearly equal parts as practicable, which alternate in
attendance at the Drawing Academy.

The third class have pure mathematics, analytical
geometry, deseriptive geomefry, and the principles
of shades, shadows, and -perspective, from 8 to 11
A daily. They also have French from 11 A.n.,
till 1 ».»., alternating with Spanish.

The entire class attend drawing daily till Novem-
ber 1st, when if is divided into fwo equal parts or
platoons, which atfend drawing and riding on alter-
nate days. Riding! ¢ Yearling riding !’ T must
advert to that before 1 go further. First let me de-
seribe it. A platoon of yearlings, twenty, thirty,
forty perhaps; as many horses; a spacious riding-
hall, with galleries that seat but too many mischiev-
ous young ladies, and whose interior is well supplied
with tan bark, make up the principal objects in the
play. Nay, I omit the most important characters,
the Instructor and the necessary number of enlisted

mern.
ACTT

BoeEXNE I,

Area of barracks. At guard-house door stands an orderly, with
drum in hands, In thearea a number of cadets, some in every-day
attire, others dressed & le cavalier,

These a fo cavalier fellows are
going to take their first lesson in riding. About four-fifths of them
were never on 4 horse in their lives, and lhence what dire expecta-
tions hover over their ordinarily placid heads! They have heard
from the upper classmen what trials the novice experiences in his

F
L1

=
i
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first efforts, and they do not go to the riding-hall without some dread.
Four o’clock and ten minutes. The drum is beaten.
Officer of the Day.—Form your platoon ! Right,
face! Call your roll!
3 h v - |
Section Marcher.—Bejay ! Barnes ! Du Furing !
Swikeheimer ! Du Flicket, ete.
1 v L = e A T uf o =
Platoon (answering to their names).—Here ! here
re-re ! ho-0-o! hi-i-i! har-ar-ar! heer-r! .
Seetion Mareher (Tacing about salutes).—All are
present, sir ! _
Officer of the Day (returning salute).—March off
your platoon, sir!
Section Marcher (facing about).—Left, face ! for-
ward, March! (Cuartain falls.)

ACT IIL.
foExe L

The riding-hall, a large, spacious, rectangular structure, door on
each side and at each end, floor well eovered with tan bark, spacions
callery over cach side door, stajrcases outside Jeading to them. Gal-
leries are occupied, one by ladies, and, perhaps a number of gentle-
men, and the other by enlisted men usually. In the centre of the
hall are a number of horses, each equipped with a surcingle, blanket,
and watering bridle. A soldier stands at the head of each one of
them. As curtain rises enter platoon by side door, and marches
around the left flank of the line of horses and as far forward as neces-
EATY.

Section Marcher. — Platoon, halt! left, face!
(Saluting Instructor) All are present, sir!

Instructor (saluting).—The Seetion Marcher will
take his place on the left.

He then gives all necessary instruction.

“ To mount the trooper the Instructor first causes
him to stand to horse by the command ¢ Stand fo




76 THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT.

horse!® At this command—"' Well, see ** Cavalry
Tacties.”

We've got the trooper mounted now. After some
further explanation the Instructor forms them into a
column of files by the commands :

¢ By file, by the right (or left) flank. March i

r|1]1{:"..' are now going around the hall at a walk, a
slow, snail-like pace, but what figures some of them
present !  Still all goes on quite well. The In-
structor is speaking :

“To trot,” says he, “raise the hands” (*° year-
lings’® use both hands) ‘“slightly. Thisis to apprise
the horse that you want his attention. Then lower
the hands slightly, and at thesame time gently press
the horse with the legs until he takes the gait de-
sired. As soon as he does, relax the pressure.”” A
long pause. The oceupants of the galleries are 10(_.:1-;—
ine anxiously on. They know what is coming
next. They have seen these drills over and over
acain. -\112[ so each trooper awaits anxiously the
next command. Alas! it comes! ¢ Trot!"”

What peals of laughter from that cruel gallery !
But why? Ah! See there that trooper strnggling
in the tan bark while a soldier pursues his steed.
He is not hurt. He gets up, brushes away the tan
bark. remounts and starts off again. But there, he's
off acain! He's continually falling off or jumping
off [\ﬁ_lrpnsﬂy (?). What confusion! There comes
one at a full gallop, sticking on as best he can ; l.mi:
there, the poor fellow is off. The horses are runnng
away. The troopers are dropping off everywhere in
the hall. No one is hurt. Alas! they pressed too
hard to keep on, and instead of relaxing the pressure
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at the desired gait, the trot, they kept on pressing,
the horse taking the trot, the gallop, the run, and
the trooper, alas! the dust. Again they had the
reins too long, and instead of holding on by the flat
of the thighs with their feet parallel to the horse, we
see them making all sorts of angles. But that gal-
lery | that gallery ! how 1 used to wish it wasn't
there ! The very sight of a lady under such cir-
cumstances is most embarrassing.

Iair ones, why will you thus torture the ** year-
lings” by yvour at other times so desirable presence ?

The fourth eclass have pure mathematics, and al-
gebra, daily from 8 to 11 a.y., and French also, daily,
from 2 to 4 .M. Beginning on October 15th, or as
near that time as practicable, they have fencing, and
the use of the bayvonet and small-sword.

During the month of September cadets of all
classes, or the battalion, are instructed in the in-
fantry taectics in the ‘ School of the Battalion.”
Near the end of the month it is customary to excuse
the officers of the first elass from these drills, and to
detail privates to perform their duties for one drill
only at a time. The other classes are in ranks, or
the line of file-closers, according as they are ser-
geants, guides, or privates.
~ During October the several classes receive practi-
cal instruetion as follows : The first class in military
engineering, the manner of making and recording
the details of a military reconnoissance, and field
sketehing ; the second class in siege and sea-coast
artillery, and military signalling and telegraphy.
The class is divided into two parts, composed of the
odd and even numbers, which attend drills on alter-

:
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nate days—that is, artillery one day and signalling
the next ; the third class in licht or field ﬂl‘liﬂt“.l‘}'._:
and the theory and principles of °“target practice.”
Sometimes this latter is given during camp, as is
most convenient. Sometimes, also, they receive in-
struction in ordnance. This, however, is generally
deferred till they become first-classmen.

For further instruction of the first class the fol-
lowing part of the personnel of a light battery is de-
tailed from that elass, viz. : three chiefs of platoon,
one chief of caissons, one guidon, and six chiefs of
section. Kach member of the class is detailed for
each of these offices in his proper order.

The fourth class receives instruction in field artil-
lery at the ** foot batteries.”” This instruction is limit-
el to the nomeneclature and manual of the piece. Here,
also, to assist the instructor, a chief of piece for each
piece is detailed. They are required to correct all
errors made by the plebes, and sometimes even to
drill them. Hence a knowledge of tactics is indis-
pensable, and the means of fixing such knowledee in
the mind is afforded.

Sometimes also two first-classmen are required
to assist at the siege or sea-coast batteries.

Every day throughout the year a guard is
mounted. It consists of two officers of the guard—
sometimes only one—one sergeant, three corporals—
or more—and twenty-four privates—sometimes, also,
eighteen or twenty-one in camp, and twenty-seven in
barracks. Every day, also, there is one officer of
the day detailed from the first class,

The weather pexmitting, we have “ dress parade”
daily. When unfavorable, on aceount of SLOW, Tain,
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or severe cold, we have ‘‘ undress parade’—that is,
parade without arms and in undress or fatigue uni-
form, the object being to get us all together to pub-
lish the orders, ete., for the morrow. After Novem-
ber 1st we usually have ¢ undress parade,” and then
““supper mess parade.” Befween these two cere-
monies the cadets amuse themselves at the gymna-
sinm, dancing or skating, or “‘spooneying,’ or at
the library ; generally, I think—the upper classmen
at any rate—at the library. After supper we have
recreation and then study. And thus we “live and
do” till January.

The semi-annual examination begins January
1st, or as soon thereafter as practicable. The plebes
are examined first, and started in their new studies
as soon as possible. After the plebes the other
classes are examined in the order of their rank—that
is, first class, second class, and third class—and of
the importance of their studies, engineering being
first, then philosophy, and mathematics, ete.

The examination being over, the deficient ones,
alter receiving orders from the Secretary of War,
are dismissed. Studies are then resumed as follows :

For the first class military engineering, ordnance,
and gunnery, constitutional law, military law, rules
of evidence, practice of courts-martial, mineralogy,
and geology, strategy, and grand tactics, and the
throwing and dismantling of pontoon bridges. For
the second class, acoustics and opties, astronomy,
analytical mechanies in review ; infantry, artillery,
and cavalry tactics ; drawing, riding, and signalling.
For the third class, caleulus, surveying, geometry,
and riding. Immediately after the examination the
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entire third class receive instruetion in mechanieal
drawing before they begin their other mathematical
studies. For the fourth class the studies are plane
geometry, friconometry, descriptive geometry, and
fencing, including the use of the small-sword, broad-
sword, and bayonet.

Parades, guard duty, ete., remain as previously
described until about the middle of March usually.
At that time the ordinary routine of drills, {Jr':r.rs:-_;
parades, ete., is resumed ; but drills in ﬂii.‘-.i-{)]'{l{']",
viz., from March 15th to April 1st instruetion in the
school of the company ; in artillery tacties, as before
deseribed during April ; and in infantry tacties, in
the **School of the Battalion,” durine May. The
annual examination takes place in June. The fol-
lowing diary, made for the purpose of insertion here,
will best explain what generally occurs during the
month : '

MEMORANDA.

Thursday, June 1, 1876.—Resumed white pants
at 5.10 p.ar. - Received Board of Visitors by a review
at 5.10 p.y. Examination begun at 9 a.a.  First
class, engineering., Salute of fifteen guns at meridian
to Board of Visitors.

e : : . :

Friday, June 2.—First class, engineering fin-
Ished. Second elass, philosophy commenced. Siege
battery drill at 5.10 p..

Satlurday, June 3. — Second elass, philosophy
continued.
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Monday, Juneb. — Light battery at 5.10 »..
A yearling lost his ‘“ whifte continuations.” Plebes
went to parade.

Tuesday, June 6.—Fourth class, entire in French,
Examination written. Second class, philosophy fin-
ished. First class, mineralogy and geology begun.
Third class, mathematics begun. Battalion drill at
5.10 p.ar.

Wednesday, June 7.—Second class turned out,
marched to sea-coast battery at 11 a.a. Three de-
tachments selected. Rest marched back and dis-
missed, Cavalry drill at 5.10 e, Six second-
classmen turned out. Plebes put in battalion.

Thursday, June 8,—Ilebes put on guard. Pon-
toon bridging, 5.10 P.M.

Friday, June 9.—DBattalion skirmish drill 5.10
p.M. Deployed to front at double time. Second,
fourth, and seventh companies reserve. Almost all
manceuvres at double time. Deployed by numbers
and charged. Marched in in line, band on right.
Broke into column of companies to the left, changed
direction to the right, obligued to the left, moved
forward and formed * front into line, faced to the
rear.”” Armsinspected, ammunition returned. Dis-
missed.

Saturday, June 10.—Third class, mathematics
finished. Miss Philips sang to cadets in mess hall
after supper. TFirst class, ordnance begun.
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= f 2
Sunday, June 11.—Graduating sermon by Hon.

, of Princeton, N. J., closing “ hime,” ¢ When
shall we meet again ¥’ Graduating dinner at 2 p.u,

. _ﬂﬂjna.’z'ry_, June 12.—Detail from first class to ride
in hall. Use of sabre and pistol on horseback

T o b 2 u - = : :
First class, ordnance finished. TLaw becun.

_ ‘Temsd:{;f;, June 13.—First elass finished, Board
divided into committees. Second class, chemistry
begun.  Graduating parade. Corps cheered by
graduates after parade. Hop in evening; also
f}erman ) whole continuing till 3 A.ar. Rumor has
it two first-classmen, Slocum and Guilfoyle, are

““found” in ordnance and engineering.

Wednesday, June 14.—Fourth class, mathe-
matics begun., BSalute seventeen guns at 10 A.xf. in
honor of arrival at post of General Sherman and
Colonel Poe of his staff. Graduating exercises f!'UIl.l
11 Ay, till near 1 p.am. Addresses to graduates.
Mortar practice and fireworks at night.

This ended the “ gala’” daysat West Point in ’76.

Thaursdag, June 15.—Usual routine of duties re-
sumed. Company drills in the afternoon from 5.10
to 6.10 p.y. Rather unusual, but we're going to the
Centennial. Rumor has it we encamp Saturday the
17th for ten days. . L

Iriday, June 16,—Dom Pedro, emperador de la
Brasil estaba recibiado para un *‘review’” a las
cuatro horas y quarenta y cinco minutos. El em-
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bareé por la ciudad de Nueva York inmediatemente
Second class, chemistry finished. Third class, French
begun.

Saturday, June17.—Third class, French 1 inished.
Third class, Spanish begun. ¢ Camp rumor” not
true.

Monday, June19.—Moved info camp, aligned
tent floors at § A.nr. in the rain. Required by order
to move in effects at 9 A.nr., and to march in and
pitch tents at 12 M. Rained in torrents. Marched
in, ete., at 9 A Effects moved in afterwards.
Rain ceased by 12 . Marched in. Second class,
tactics finished. Third class, Spanish finished.

Ordinarily as soon as the examination is over the
third class take advantage of the two months’ fur-
lough allowed them, while other classes go into
camp. This encampment begins June 17th, or a day
or two earlier or later, according to circumstances.
This brings me to the end of the first year. I have
deseribed camp life,'and also, T observe, each of the
remaining years of cadet life. On July 1st the
plebes become the fourth class; the original fourth
the third ; the third, now on furlough, the second ;
and the second the first. I have given in an earlier
part of my narrative the studies, ete., of these sev-
eral classes.

The plebe, or fourth class of the previous year,
are now become yearlings, and are therefore in their
¢ yearling camp.”” At the end of every month an
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extract from the class and conduct report of each
cadet is sent to his parents or guardian for their in-
% by - 1 g % ;
formation. T insert a copy of one of these monthly
reports. i
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dnitey States @ilitary eademy,

West Point, N. Y., March 26, 187o.

EXTRACT from the Class and Conduct Reports of the MILITARY
ACADEMY for the month of February, 1873, furnished for

the information of Parents and Guardians,

THIRD CLASS—Composed of 83 Members.

Cadet Henry 0. Flipper

Was:in Mathematics, oo cncoiniy avs wal
i
& SpARIAR L o s e e e e AN

Drawing. ...

His demerit for the month is 2, and since the commencement of the

academic half year, 23.

Captain 10tk Infantry,

Adjutant Military Academy.

REGULATIONS FOR THE MILITARY ACAD EMY.

Par. 71.—When any Cadct shall have a total of numbers [of desrerif] thus
recorded, exceeding one hundred in six months, ke zhall be declured: deficient 1n
discipline,

Par. 153.—No Cadet shall apply for, or receive money, Or any other supplies
from his parents, or from any person whomsoever, without permissicn of the Supérin-

tendent.
Note—The attention of Parents and Guardians is invited to the foregoing Regu-

lations. The permission referred to in paragraph 153 must be obtained before the

shipment to the Cadet of the supplics desired,
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CHAPTER VII.
YEARLING CAMP.

N this _{*]m]'n'vr I shall deseribe only those phases
- of cadet life which are 1-’xlit_!1‘i{-‘lli_l:.{_‘11 by ‘ year-
lings” in their * yearling camp.”” 1
Beginning July &6th, or as soon after as practica-
ble, the third class receive practical instruetion in the
]’][D'T[Iiﬂmlﬂmm and manual of the field-piece. This
drill continues till Angust 1st, whe ey begin t
‘¢ Sehool of t-}letgil.’;ti«;;’lfﬂﬁ;t i raen they begin this
. ’J‘I_lc class attend dancing daily. Attendance at
Lln_m'ln;_:: is optional with that part of the third class
called * yearlings,” and eompulsory for the SEPH:’
who of course do not become ;.”s-zu:fin_u'.fa till the f:nla
]fm-in;{_.r F!.‘_llift'ﬁt'[i]lf._’r_'. The third class also receive in-
i se  1ns ms  are not
always given during camp. They may be given in
the autumn or spring. : . E
Another delight of the yearling is to ““bone
colors.”  Immediately in front of camp proper is a
narrow path extending entirely across the ground,
and known as the “ color line.”” On the 1st of
August — sometimes before — the “ color line” is
established, this name being applied also to the pur-
pose of the color line. This ceremony consists in
stacking arms just in rear of the m]{}rlfne, and plac-

¥
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ing the colors on the two stacks nearest the cenfre of
the line.

From the privates of the gnard three are chosen
to ouard the stacks and to require every one who
crosses the color line or passes within fifteen paces
of the colors to salute them. These three sentinels
are known as “‘ the colors,” or ‘ color men,” and
are numbered ¢ first,”’ *“second,” and *° third.”

Those are chosen who are neatest and most soldier-
like in their appearance. Cadets prepare themselves
specially for this, and they tfoss up their guns fo
the adjutant at gnard-mounting. This signifies that
they intend competing for *“colors.”” The adjutant
falls them out after the guard has marched to ifs
post, and inspects them. Absolute cleanliness is
necessary. Any spot of dirt, dust, or any thing un-
clean will often defeat one. Yearlings ““ bone’’ their
guns and accoutrements for ‘ colors,” and some-
times get them every time they toss up.

A ““ color man” must use only those equipments
issued to him. He cannot borrow those of a man
who has ‘“ boned them up’ and expect to get colors.
Sometimes—but rarely—plebes compete and win.

The inducement for this extra labor is simply
this : Instead of being on duty twenty-four hours,
color men are relieved from 4 p.a. till 8 A the
next day, when they march off. They of course en-
joy all other privileges given the ¢ Old Guard.”

““ Sentinels for the Color ILine.—The senti-
nels for the color line will be permitted to go
to their tents from the time the stacks are broken
till 8 a.x. the following morning, when they will
rejoin the guard, They will be excused from
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marching to meals, but will report to the officer
of the guard at the roll-call for each meal, and also
at tattoo and reveille.” —(From Résumé of Existing
Orders, U. 8. C. €)

It is the yearling who does most of the hazing,
Just emerged from his chrysalis state, having the
vear before received similar treatment at the hands of
other yearlings, he retaliates, so to speak, upon the
now plebe, and finds in such retaliation his share of
enjoyment.

The practice, however, is losing ground. The
cadets are more generous, and, with few exceptions,
never interfere with a plebe. This is certainly an
advance in the right dirvection; for although hazing
does comprise some good, it is, notw ithstanding, a
low practice, one which manliness alone should con-
demn. None need information and assistance more
than plebes, and it is unkind to refuse it ; ; nay, it is
even not humane fto refuse it and also ’m haze the
asker. Such conduet, more than any thing else, dis-
courages and disheartens him. Tt takes from him
all desire to do and earn, to study or strive for sue-
cess. At best it can be defended only as being
eflective where regulations are not, viz., in the ecases
of rough specimens who now not mfrpqnen’rh man-
age to win their appointments.

Fmﬂneﬂy in yearling camp the corporals were
all *“acting sergeants.” They were so acting in the
absence of the de facfo sergeants. These (.'f:;rpnm-’lr':a
got the idea into their heads that to retain their ap-
pointments they had to do a certain amount of
¢ skinning,” and often “ skins” were more fancied
than real. Thiswas a rather sad condition of affairs,
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Plebes would find their demerits accumulating and
become disheartened. It wasalldueto this unneces-
sary rigor, and °‘ being military,’’ which some of the
yvearling corporals affected. No one bears, or rather
did bear, such a reputation as the yearling corporal,
Ags sueh he was disliked by everybody, and plebes
have frequently fought them for their unmanly
ireatment. 'This, however, was. Itis nomore. We
have no yearling corporals, and plebes fare better
generally than ever before. Notl because all year-
ling corporals thus subserved their ambition by re-
porting men for little things that might as well have
been overlooked, did they get this bad reputation, but
rather because with it they coupled the severest haz-
ing, and sometimes even insults. Thatwas unmanly
as well as mean. Hazing could be endured, but not
always insnlts.

Whether for this reason or not I cannot say, the
authorities now appoint the corporals from the see-
ond class, men who are more dignified and courteous
in their conduct toward all, and especially toward
plebes. The advantages of this system are evident.

One scarcely appreciates cadet life—if such ap-
preciation is possible—till he becomes a yearling, 1t
1s not till in yearling eamp that a cadet begins to

“spoon.” Not till then is he permitted to attend
the hops, and of course he has but little opportunity
to cultivate female society, nor is he expected to do
so till then, for to assume any familiarity with the
upper classes would be considered rather in advance
of his “ plebeship's” rights. How then ecan he—he
is liftle more than a stranger—become acquainted
with the fair ones who either dwell at or are visiting
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West Point. Indeed, knowing ¢ femmes’ are quite
as prone to haze as the cadets, and most unmercifully
cut the unfortunate plebe. Some are also so ver v
haughty : they will admit only first-classmen to their
acquaintance and favor.

But Mr. Plebe, having become a yearling finds
that the © Mr.”” is dropped, and that he is allowed
all necessary familiarity. He then begins to enjoy
his cafli*hhi ), & position which for pleasure and hap-
piness has imtuhl advantages, for what woman can
resist those glorious buftons? A yearling has
another advantage. The furlough class is absent,
and the plebes—well, they are “ plebes.”” Sufficient,
st itt The spooneying must all be done, then, by
the first and third classes. Often a great number of
the first class are bachelors, or not inelined to be
spooney ; and that duty then of course devolves on
the more gallant part of that class and the vearlings.

The hop managers of the third class have been
mentioned elsewhere. They enjoy peculiar facilities
for pleasure, and, where a good selection has been
made, do much to dispel the monotony of academic
military life. Indeed, they do very much toward
inducing others to cultivate a high sense of gallantry
and respect for women. The refining influence of
female society has greater play, and its good results
are inevitable,

But what a wretched existence was mine when all
this was denied me ! One would be unwilling to be-
lieve I had not, from October, 1875, till ‘h[ln, 1876,
spoken to a female of any age, :ltttl yet it was so.
There was no society for me to enjoy—no friends,
male or female, forme to visit, or with whom I could
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have any soeial infercourse, so absolute was my iso-
lation.* Indeed, I had friends who often visited me
but they did so onl y when the weather was fav nmhlp
In the winter season, when nature, usnally so qt
tractive, presented nothing to amuse or dispel one's
gloom, and when, therefore, something or some one
suited for that purpose was so dwu'a.hls no one of
course visited me. But T will not murmur. I sup-
pose this was but another constituent of that mechan-
jical mixture of ills and anxieties and suspense thaf
characterized my cadet life. At any rafe I can con-
sole myself in my victory over prejudice, whether
that victory be admitted or not. I know I have so
lived that ‘H‘u-"r}‘ could find in me no fault different
from those at least common to themselves, and have
thus foreed upon their consciences a just and merited

recognition whether or not they are disposed to fol-
low conscience and openly accept my claim to their
brotherly love.

# T could and did have a pleasant chat every day, more or less,
with *“ Bentz the bugler,’ the tailor, barber, commissary clerk, the
policeman who serubbed out my room and brought around the mail,
the treasurer's clerk, cadets oceasionally, and others. The statement
made in some of the newspapers, that from one year's end to :LfmtElwr
I never heard the sound of my own voice, except in tho recitation
room, 15 thus seen to be untrue.




CHAPTER VIII
FIRST-CLASS CAMP.

J Tis a common saying among cadets that ¢ first-
class camp is just like furlongh.” Irather think
the assertion is an inheritance from former days and
the cadets of those days, for the similarity at present
between first-class camp and furlongh is beyond our
conception. There is none, or if any it is chimerieal,
depending entirely on circumstances. In the case of
a small class it would be greater than in that of a
large one. For instance, in * train drill® a certain
number of men are required. Nomore are necessary.
It would be inexpedient to employ a whole class
when the class had more men in it than were required
for the drill. In such cases the supernumeraries are
instructed in something else, and alternate with
those who attend train drill. In the case of a small
class all attend the same drill daily, and that other
duty or drill is reserved for antumn. Thus there is
less drill in camp, and it becomes more like furlough
when there is none at all.

Again, first-classmen enjoy more privileges than
others, and for this reason their camp is more like
furlongh. If, however, there are numerous drills,
the analogy will fail ; for how can duty, drills, ete.,
coexist with privileges such as first-class privileges ?
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Time which otherwise would be devoted to enjoy-
ment of privileges is now consumed in drills, Still
there is much in it which makes first-class camp the
most delightful part of a cadet’s life. There are
more privileges, the duties are lighter and more
attractive, and make it withal more enjoyable.
First, members of the class attend drill both as
assistants and as students. They are detailed as
chiefs of platoon, chiefs of section, chiefs of eaissons,
and as gnidons at the light battery; as chiefs of
pieces at the several foot batteries ; attend themselves
at the siege or sea-coast batteries, train drill, pontoon
drill, engineering, ordnance, and astronomy, and
they are also detailed as officers of the guard. These
duties are generally not very difficult nor unpleasant
to discharge. Second, from the nature of the priv-
ileges allowed first-classmen, they have more OppoI-
tunity for pleasure than other cadets, and therefore
avoid the rather serious consequences of their
monotonous academic military life. A solitary
monotonous life is rather apt to engender a dislike
for mankind, and no high sense of honor or respect
for women. I deem these privileges of especial im-
portance, as they enable one to avoid that danger
and to cultivate the highest possible regard for
women, and those virtues and other Christian attri-
butes of which they are the betfer exponents, A
soldier is particularly liable to fall into this sans-
souci way of looking at life, and those to whom its
pleasures, as well as its ills, are largely due. We
are indebted to our fellows for every thing which
affects our life as regards its happiness or unhappi-
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ness, and this latter misfortune will rarely be ours
if we properly appreciate our friends and those who
can and will make life less wretched. To shut one’s
self up in one’s self is merely to trust, or rather to
set up, one’s own judgment as superior to the
world’s. That cannot be, nor can there be happi-
ness in such false views of our organization as being
of and for each other.

At this point of the course many of the first-class
have attained their majority. They are men, and in
one year more will be officers of the army. It be-
comes them, therefore, to lay aside the ordinary
student’s réle, and assume a more dignified one, one
more in conformity with their age and position.
They leave all cadet 7édles, ete., to the younger
classes, and put on the proper dignity of men. |

There are for them more privileges, They are
more independent — more like men; and eonse-
quently they find another kind of enjoyment in camp
than that of the cadet. It is a general, a proper, a
rational sort of pleasure such as one would enjoy at
home among relatives or friends, and hence the simi-
larity between first-class camp and furlough.

But it is not thus with all first-classmen. Many,
indeed the majority, are cadets till they graduate.
They see every thing as a cadet, enjoy every thing as
a cadef, and find the duties, ete., of first-class camp
as irksome as those of plebe or yearling camp. Of
course such men see no similarity between first-class
amp and furlough, Tt is their misfortune. We
should enjoy as many things as we can, and not sor-
row over them. We should not make our life one of
sorrow when it could as well be one of comfort and

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST I'OINT. 111

pleasure. I don’t mean comfort and ‘pleasure in an
epicurean sense, butin a moral one.  Still first-class-
men do have many duties to perform, but there is
withal one consolation at least, there are no upper
classmen to keep the plebe or yearling in his place.
There is no feeling of humbleness because of junioxr
rank, for the first class is the firstin rank, and there-
fore need humble itself to none other than the proper
anthorities.

Again, their honor, as “ cadets and gentlemen,’’
is relied upon as surety for obedience and regard for
reonlations. They are not subject to constant ratch-
ing as plebes are. The rigor of discipline is not so
severe upon them as upon others. 1t was expended
upon them during their earlier years at the Academy,
and, as a natural consequence, any violation of
regulations, ete., by a first-classman, merits and re-
ceives a severer punishment than would be visited
upon a junior classman fora like infringement on
his part.

The duties of first-classmen in first-class camp are
as follows : The officer of the day and two officers
of the guard are detailed each day from the class.
Their duties ave precisely those of similar officers in
the regular army. The junior officer of the guard
daily reports to the observatory to find the error of
the tower clock. Also each day are detailed the
necessary assistants for the several light batteries,
who are on foot or mounted, as the case may require.
The remainder of the class receive instructions m
the service of the siege and sea-coast artillery.
These drills come in the early forenoon. After
them come ordnance and engineering.
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The entire class is divided as equally as may be
into two parts, which alternate in attendance at
ordnance and engineering,.

In ordnance the instructions are on the prepara-
tion of military fireworks, fixing of ammunition and
packing if, the battery wagon and forge. This in-
struction is thoroughly practical. The cadets malke
the cases for rockets, paper shells, ete., and fill
them, leaving them ready for immediate use. The
stands of fixed ammunition prepared are the grape
and canister, and shell and shot, with their sabots.

The battery wagon and forge are packed as pre-
seribed in the “ Ordnance Manual.”

The instructions in engineering are also practical
and military. They are in the modes of throwing
and dismantling pontoon bridges, construction of
fascines, gabions, hurdles, etc., and revetting bat-
teries with them. Somefimes also during camp,
more often after, foot reconnoissances are made. A
morning and night detail is made daily from the
class fo receive practical instruction in astronomy in
the field observatory.

Night signalling with torches, and telegraphy by
day, form other sources of instruction for the first
class.

Telegraphy, or train drill, as the drill is called,
consists in erecfing the telegraph line and opening
communication between two stations, and when this
is done, In communicating so as to acquire a prac-
tical knowledge of the instruments and their use.

These various drills—all of them oceurring daily,
Sunday of course excepted, and for part of them
Saturday also—complete the course of instruction

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 113

given the first class only during their first- class
camp. It will be observed that they all of them
are of a military nature and of the greatest import-
ance. The instruction is thorough accordingly.

I have sufficiently described, I think, a cadet’s
first-class camp. I shall, therefore, close the chap-
ter here.




CHAPTER IX.
OUR FUTURE HEROES.
THE WEST POINT CADETS VACATION.

Ten Days of Centennial Sport for Prospective Warriors—The Miscr-
ies of three hundred Young Gentlemen woho are limited to Teén
Puairs of White Trousers gdelk,

« ArarosT at the foot of George's Hill, and not far to the westward
of Machinery Hall, is the camp of the West Point cadets. From
morning till night the domestic economy of the three hundred young
gentlemen who compose the corps is closely watched, and their guard
mountings and dress parades attract throngs of spectators. It would
be hard to find anywhere a body of young men so manly in appear-
ance, so perfect in.discipline, and so soldier-like and intelligent. The
system of competitive examination for admission, so largely adopted
within the past few years in many of our large cities, lias resulted in
recruiting the corps with lads of bright intellect and more than ordi-
pary attainments, while the strict physical examination has rigorously
excluded all but those of good form and perfect health. The com-
petitive system has also given to the Academy students who want to
learn, instead of lads who are content to scramble through the pre-
scribed course as best they can, escaping the disgrace of being
“ found’”’ (a cadet term equivalent to the old college word ™ placked’’)
by nearly a hair’s-breadth.

“ The eamp.—The camp is laid out in regulation style, and has four
company streets. Near the western limit of the Centennial grounds
are the tents of the commandant and the cadet captains and lieuten-
ants. Below, on a gentle ineline, are the wall tents, oceupied by the
cadets. Bach of these has a board floor, and it is so arranged that
when desired it may be thrown open on all sides, From two to four
narrow iron cots, a bucket for water, an occasional chair, and now
and then a mirror, comprise the furniture. But scanty as it is, every
article of this litde outfit has a place, and must be kept in it, or woe
to the unlucky wizht upon whom the duty of housckeeping devolves
for the day. The bucket must stand on the left-hand side of the
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tent. in front ; the beds must be made at a certain hour and in a cer-
tain style—for the coming heroes of America have to be their own
chambermaids : while valises and other baggage must be stowed
away in as orderly a way as possible. Jvery morning the tents are
inspected, and any lack of neatness or order insures for the chamber-
maid of the day a misconduct mark. It may be easily conceived that
under a regime so strict as this the cadets are particularly careful as
to their quarters, inasmuch as one hundred of these marks mean dis-
miszal from the Academy.

¢ At daybreak the reveille sounds, and the cadets turn out for roll-
eall. Then come breakfast, muard mounting, and camp and general
police duty, which consume the time until 8.30 A, from which
hour those who are not on guard have the freedom of the Centennial
erounds, At 5 p.or. they must fall in for dress parade ; at 9 they
auswer to ‘tattoo' roll-call, and a few minutes later ‘taps’ or
“lights out * consigns them to darkness and quiet.

“ Weat Potnt Aristocracy.—Small as is this corps, it is still patent
that the distinetion of caste is very strong. A first-classman—cadet
officers are selected from this class—looks down upon lower grade
men, while second-class cadets view their juniors with something
nearly allied to contempt, and third-class men are amusingly patron-
izing in their treatment of ° plebes’ or new-comers. For the first
year of their Academy life the * plebes ' have rather a hard time of it ;
but no sooner do they emerge from their chrysalis state than they
are as hard upon theic unfortunate successors as the third-class men
of the year before were upon them.

“ The eadets are delighted with their reception and kind treatment
in Philadelphia, and look upon their ten days’ visit to the Centennial
as a most pleasant break in the monotony of Academy life, That
!]lf'_f maintain the [":‘i"”tlili{'l!i of the .-\t':lt‘h'tll._'." for ;_’.1“;:11[1'}' and devo-
tion to the fair sex is evidenced by the presence of numbers of beau-
tiful young ladies in their camp after dress parade every evening.
Given, a pretty girl, the twilieht of a summer evening, and a youth
in uniform, and the result is easily guessed.

““ The Cadet Corps is to return to West Point to-morrow morning.
There the cadets are to go into camp until September. General
Sherman at one time purposed to have them march from this city to
the Academy, but it was finally deecided that the march would con-
sume time which might e more profitably devoted to drill.

“One of the complaints of the endets is that in the arrangements
for their visit, the Quartermaster’s Department was stricken with a
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spasm of economy as regarded transportation, and each of the future
heroes was limited to the miserably insufficient allowance of ten pairs
of white trousers.

** The cadets speak in warmly eulogistie terms of the Seventh New
York, to whose kindly attentions, they say, much of their pleasure is
due,™

Of this artiele, which was taken from the Phil-
adelphia 7%mes, 1 need only say, those ‘“two or
four narrow iron cots’” and that * occasional chair”
existed solely in the imagination of the reporter, as
they were nowhere vigible within the limits of our
encampment.,

CHAPTER X.
TREATMENT.

“* A brave and honorable and courteous man
Will not insult me ; and none other can,''—CowPER.

66 '};E{H‘n' do they treat you?’ “How do you

A B gefalong ¥’ and multitudes of analogous
questions have been asked me over and over again.
Many have asked them for mere curiosity’s :-s.:ilie,
and to all such my answers have been as short and
abrupt as was consistent with common politeness.
I have observed that it is this class of people who
start rumors, sometimes harmless, but more often
the cause of needless trouble and ill-feeling. T have
considered such a class dangerous, and have there-
fore avoided them as much as it was possible. T
will mention a single instance where such danger
has been made manifest.

A Democrafic newspaper, published I know not
where, in summing up the faults of the Republican
party, took occasion to advert to West Point. It
asserted in bold characters that I had stolen a num-
ber of articles from two cadets, had by them been
detected in the very act, had been seen by several
other cadets who had been summoned for the pur-
pose that they might testify against me, had been
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reported to the proper authorities, the affair had
been thoroughly investigated by them, my guilt
established beyond the possibility of doubt, and yet
my accusers had actually been dismissed while I
was retained.®* This is cited as an example of Repub-
lican rule; and the writer had the effrontery fto
ask, ** How long shall such things be?’ I did not
reply to it then, nor do I'intend to do so now. Such
assertions from such sources need no replies. I
merely mention the incidenv to show how wholly
given to party prejudices some men can be. They
seem fo have no thought of right and justice, but
favor whatever promotes the aims and interests of
their own party, a party not Democratic but hellish.
How different is the following article from the Phil-
adelphia North American, of July Tth, 1876 :

““Tt is very little to the credit of the West Point cadets, a body of
young men in whose superior diseipline and thoroughly excellent
deportment we feel in common with nearly all others a gratified
pride, that they should be so ungenerous and unjust as they confess
themselves to be in their treatment of the colored hoy, who, like them-
selves, has been made a ward of the nation. We know nothing of
this young man's personal character or habits, but we have seen no
unkind eriticism of them. TFor that reason we condemn as beneath
contempt the spirit which drives him to an isolation, in bearing
which the black shows himself the superior of the white. We do
not ask mor do we care to encourage any thing more than decent
courtesy. DBut the young gentlemen who boast of holding only offi-
cial intercourse with their comrade should remember that no one of
them stands before the country in any different light from him.
West Point is an academy for the training of young men, presumably
representative of the people, for a ecarcer sufficienlly honorable to

* This article was eut from a newspaper, and, together with the
name of the paper, was posted in a conspicuous place, where other
cadets, as well as myself, saw and read it.
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gratify any ambition. The eadets come from all parts of the coun-
try, from all ranks of the social scale. Amalgamated by the uniform
course of studics and the similarity of discipline, the separating frag-
ments at the end of the student life carry similar qualities into the life
before them, and step with almost remarkable social equality into the
world where they must find their level. It would be expeeting too
much to hope that the companionship which surmounts or breaks
down all the barriers of caste, should tread with equal heel the prej-
udices of color. But it would be more manly in these boys, if they
would remember how easy ordinary courtesy would be to them, how
much it would lighten the life of a young man whose rights are equal
to their own. It iz useless to ignore the inevitable. This colored
boy has his place; he should have fair encouragement to hold it.
Heaping nezlect upon him does not overcome the principle involved
in his appointment, and while we by no means approve of such
appointments we do believe in common justice.™

On the cther hand, many have desired this in-
formation for a practical use, and that, too, whether
they were prejudiced or not. That is, if friends,
they were anxious to know how I fared, whether or
not I was to be a success, and if a sueccess to use that
fact in the interest of the people; and if enemies,
they wanted naturally to know the same things in
order touse the knowledge to the injury of the people
if T proved a failure.

I have not always been able to distingunish one
class from the other, and have therefore been quite
reticent about my life and treatment at West Point.
I have, too, avoided the newspapers as much as pos-
sible. 1suceeededin this sowell that it was secarcely
known that 1 was at the Academy. Muech surprise
was manifested when I appeared in Philadelphia at
the Centennial, One gentleman said to me in the
Government building: *“ You are quite an exhibi-
tion yourself. No one was expecting to see a col-
ored cadet.”’
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But I wander from my theme. It is a remark-
able fact that the new cadets, in only a very few in-
stances, show any unwillingness to speak or fra-
ternize. It is not till they come in contact with the
rougher elements of the corps that they manifest
any disposition to avoid one. It was so in my own
class, and has been so in all snceeeding classes.

When I was a plebe those of us who lived on the
same floor of barracks visited each other, borrowed
books, heéard each other recite when preparing for
examination, and were really on most intimate
terms. But alas! in less than a month they learned
to call me ‘“ nigger,” and ceased altogether to visit
me. We did the Point together, shared with each
other whatever we purchased at the sutler's, and
knew not what prejudice was. Alas! we were soon
to be informed ! In camp, brought into close con-
tact with the old eadets, these onece friends discovered
that they were prejudiced, and learned to abhor
even the presence or sight of a “* d—d nigger.”

Just two years after my enfrance into the Acad-
emy, I met in New York a young man who was a
plebe at the time I was, and who then associated
with me. He recognized me, hurried to me from
across the streef, shook my hand heartily, and ex-
pressed great delight at seeing me. He showed me
the photograph of a classmate, told me where I could
find him, evidently ignorant of my ostracism, and,
wishing me all sorts of success, took his leave.
After he left me I involuntarily asked myself,
“Wounld it have been thus if he had not been
‘ found on his prelim 2° > Possibly not, but itis very,
very doubtful.
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There are some, indeed the majority of the corps
are such, who treat me on all occasions with proper
politeness. They are gentlemen themselves, and
treat others as it becomes gentlemen to do. They
do nof associate, nor do they speak other than of-
ficially, except in a few cases. They are.perhaps
as much prejudiced as the others, but prejudice does
not prevent all from being gentlemen., On the other
hand, there are some from the very lowest classes
of our population. They are uncouth and rough in
appearance, have only a rudimentary education,
have little or no idea of courtesy, use the very worst
language, and in most cases are much inferior to the
average negro, What can be expected of such
people ¢ They are low, and their conduect must be
in keeping with their breedings I am not at all sur-
prised to find it so. Indeed, in ordinary civil life I
should consider such people beneath me in the social
scale, should even reckon some of them as roughs,
and consequently give them a wide berth.

What surprises me most is the eontrol this class
seems to have over the other. It is in this class I
have observed most prejudice, and from it, or rather
by it, the other becomes tainted. It seems to rule
the corps by fear. Indeed, I know there are manv
who would associate, who would treat me as 1,
brother cadet, were they not held in constant dread
of this class. The bullies, the fightine men of the
corps arve in it. It rules by fear, and whoever dis-
obeys its beck is “‘ cut.”” The rest of the corps fol-
lows like so many menials subject to command, In
short, there is a fearful lack of backbone, There is,
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it seems at first sight, more prejudice at West Point
than elsewhere. It is not really so I think.

The officers of the institution have never, so far
as I ean say, shown any prejudice at all. They have
treated me with uniform courtesy and impartiality.
The eadets, at least some of them, away from West
Point, have also treated me with such gentlemanly
propriety. The want of backbone predominates to
such an alarming extent at West Point they are
afraid to do so there. I will mention a few cases un-
der this subject of treatment.

During my first-class camp I was rather surprised
on one occasion to have a plebe—we had been to the
Centennial Exhibition and returned, and of course
my status must have been known to him—come to
my tent to borrow imk of me. I readily complied
with his request, feeling proud of what I thought
was the beginning of a new era in my cadet life. I
felt he would surely prove himself manly enough,
after thus recognizing me, to keep it up, and thus
bring others under his influence to the same cause.
And T was still further assured in this when 1 ob-
served he made his visits frequent and open. At
length, sure of my willingness to oblige him, he
came to me, and, after expressing a desire to ‘‘ bone
up'’ a part of the fourth-class course, and. the need
he felt for such ““boning,” begged me to lend him
my algebra. I of course readily consented, gave
him my key, and sent him to my trunk in the trunk
rooms to get it. He went. He got it, and returned
the key. He went into ecstasies, and made no end
of thanks to me for my kindness, ete. All this nat-
urally confirmed my opinion and hope of better
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recognition ultimately. Indeed, T was glad of an
opportunity to prove that I was not unkind or un-
generous, I supposed he would keep the book till
about September, at which time he would get one of
his own, as every cadet at that time was required to
procure a full course of text - books, these being
necessary for reference, ete., in future life. And so
he did. BSome time after borrowing the boolk, he
came to me and asked for India ink. T handed him
a stick, or rather part of one, and received as usual
his many thanks. Several days after this, and at
night, during my absence—I was, if I remember
:H'ij_'_,'hi_. at Fort Clinton 1]1:11{]115__-; a series of observa-
tions with a zenith telescope in the observatory there
—he came to the rear of my tent, raised the wall
near one corner, and placed the ink on the floor, just
inside the wall, which he left down as he found it.

I found the ink there when I returned. I was
utterly disgusted with the man. The low, unmanly
way in which he acted was wholly without my ap-
proval. If he was disposed to be friendly, why be
cowardly about it ¥ If he must recognize me secretly,
why, I would rather not have such recognition.
Acting a lie to his fellow-cadets by appearing to be
inimical to me and my interests, while he pretended
the reverse to me, proved him to have a baseness of
charaeter with which T didn’t care to identify myself.

September came at last, and my algebra was re-
turned. The book was the one I had used my first
year at the Academy. I had preserved it, as I have
all of my books, for future use and as a sort of
souvenir of my cadet life. It was for that sole reason
of great value to me. I enjoined upon him to take

— - — — i -
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care of the book, and in nowise to injure it. My
name was on the back, on the cover, and my initial,
“F,” in two other places on the cover. When the
book was returned he had eut the ealfskin from the

cover, so as to remove my name. The result was a

horrible disfieuration of the book, and a serious im-
pairment of its durability. The mere sight of the
book angered me, and I found it difficult to refrain
from mam{'mmw as much. He undoubtedly did it
to conceal the fact that the book was borrowed from
me. Such unmanliness, such cowardice, such base-
ness even, was most disgusting ; and I felt very
much as if I would like to—w ell, T don’t know that
I wounld. There was no reason .11; all for mutilating
the book. If he was not man enough to use it mrh
my name on it, why did he borrow it and agree not
to injure it? On that sole condition Ilent it. Why
did he not borrow some one else’s and return mine ?
I have been asked, “ What is the o eseneral feeling
of the corps towards you? Isita ]xill[“"ﬂ. one, or is
it an unfriendly one. Do they ]_””]]H‘-\{]‘r ill-treat
you or do they avoid vou merely ¥ T have found
it rather difficult to answer unqualifiedly such (ues-
tions ; and yet I believe, and have always believed,
that the general feeling of the corps towards me was
a kindly one. This has been manifested in multi-
tudes of ways, on mnumerably occasions, and under
the most various circumstances. And while there
are some who treat me at lhm*a in an unbecoming
manner, the majority of the ¢ orps have ever treated
me as I would desire to be treated. I mean, of
course, by this assertion that they have treated me
as I expected and really desired them to treat me,
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so long as they were prejudiced. They have held
certain opinions more or less prejudicial to me and
my interests, but so long as they have not exercised
their theories to my displeasure or discomfort, or so
long as they have *° let me sev erely alone,”” I had no
just reason for complaint. Again, others, who have

no theory of their own, and almost no manliness,
have been accustomed  to pick guarrels,” or to en-
deavor to do so, to satisfy I don’t know what ; and
while they have had no real opinions of their own,
they have not respected those of others. Their feel-
ing toward me has been any thing but one of jus-
tice, and yet at times even they have shown a re-
markable tendency to recognize me as having cer-
tain 1*1ﬂhtw1mtif"1 to their respect, if not their appre-
ciation.

As I have been practically isolated from the
cadets, I have had little or no intercourse with them.
I have therefore had but little chance to know what
was really the feeling of the corps as a unit toward
myself. Judging, however, from such evidences as
I have, I am forced to conclude that it 1s as given
above, viz., a feeling of kindness, restrained kind-
ness if you please.

Here are some of the evidences which have come
under my notice,

[ onee heard a eadet malke the following unchris-
tian remark about myself when a classmate had been
accidentally hurt at light-battery drill : ** I wish it
hiitfUi.‘.L‘I!1|||‘t|.111f_’.“t..:ll‘|f[ll had killed him.” Ieouldn’t
help looking at him, and I did; but that, and noth-
ing more. BSome time after this, at cavalry drill, we
were side by side, and I had a rather vicious horse,

6
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one in faet which I could not manage. He gave a
sudden jump unexpectedly to me. Ialmost lost my
seat in the saddle, This eadet seized me by the arm,
and in a tone of voice that was evidently kind and
generous, said to me, ** For heaven’s sake be careful.
You'll be thrown and get hurt if you don't.”” How
different from that other wish given above !

Another evidence, and an important one, may be
given in these words. It is customary for the senior,
or, as we say, the first class, to choose, each mem-
ber, a horse, and ride him exclusively during the
term. 'The choice is usnally made by lot, and each
man chooses according to the number hedraws. By
remarkable good fortune I drew No. 1, and had there-
fore the first choice of all the horses in the stables,

As soon as the numbers drawn were published,
several classmates hastened to me for the purpose of
effecting an exchange of choice. It will at once be
seen that any such change would in no manner ben-
efit me, for if I lost the first choice I micht also lose
the chance of selecting a good horse. With the
avowed infention of proving that I had at least a
generous disposition, and also that I was not dis-
posed to econsider, in my reciprocal relations with the
cadets, how I had been, and was even then treated by
them, I consented to exchange my first choices for
the fonrteenth.

This agreement was made with the first that asked
for an exchange. Several others eame, and, when
informed of the previous agreement, of course went
their way. A day or two after this a number of
cadets were discussing the choice of horses, ete., and
reverted to the exchange which I had made. . One of

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 127

them suggested that if an exchange of a choice
higher than fourteen were sugeested to me, I might
accept it.

What an idea he must have had of my character
to suppose me base enough to disregard an agree-
ment I had already made !

However, all in the crowd were not as base as he
was, and one of them was man enough to say :

““Ohno! that would be imposing upon Mr.-Flip-
per’s good nature.” e went on to show how un-
gentlemanly and unbecoming in a * cadet and gen-
tleman’ such an aet would be. The idea was
abandoned, or at least was never broached to me,
and if it had been I would never have entertained it.
Such an act on the part of the cadet could have
arisen only from a high sense of manly honor or
from a feeling of kindness.

There are multitudes of little acts of kindness
similar to these, and even different ones. I need
not—indeed as I do not remember them all T can-
not—mention them all. They all show, however, that
the cadets are not avowedly inclined to ill-treat me,
but rather to assist me to make my life under the
circumstances as pleasant asean be. And there may
be outside influences, such as relatives or {riends.
whieh bias their own better judgments and keep
them from fully and openly recognizinge me. Eb]:

however hard either way may be, it is far easier fo.

do as friends wish than as conscience may dictate,
when conscience and friends differ. Under such
conditions it would manifestly be unjust for me to
expect recognition of them, even though they them-
selves were disposed to make it. T am sure this is

= e s
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at least a Christian view of the case, and with such
view I have ever kept aloof from the cadets. I have
not obtruded myself upon them, nor in any way at-
tempted to foree recognition from them. This has
proved itself to be by far the better way, and I don’t
think it eould well be otherwise.

The one principle which thas controlled my con-
duct while a cadet, and which is apparent through-
out my narrative, is briefly this: to find, if possible,
for every insult or other offence a reason or motive
which is consistent with the character of a gentle-
man. Whenever I have been insulted, or any
thing has been done or said to me which might
have that construction, I have endeavored to find
some excuse, some reason for it, which was not
founded on prejudice or on baseness of character
or any other ungentlemanly attribute ; or, in other
words, I wanted to prove that it was not done
because of my color. If I could find such a reason
—and I have found them—I have heen disposed
not only to overlook the offence, but to forgive
and forget it. Thus there are many cadets who
would associate, ete., were they not restrained by
the force of opinion of relatives and friends. This
cringing dependence, this vassalage, this mesmerism
we may call it, we all know exists. Why, many a
cadet has openly confessed to me that he did not
recognize us because he was afraid of being ** ent.”

Again, I find some too high-toned, too punetili-
ous, to recognize me. 1 attribute this not to the
loftiness of their highnesses nor to prejudice, but to
the depth of their ignorance, and of course 1 forgive
and forget. Others again are so ‘ reckless,” so

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST FOINT. 129

“don’t care’”’ disposed, that they treat me as fancy
dictates, now friendly, now vacillating, and now in-
imical. With these I simply do as the Romans do.
If they are friendly, so am I ; if they scorn me I do
not obtrude myself upon them ; if they are indiffer-
ent, I am indifferent too.

There is a rather remarkable case under this sub-
ject which has caunsed me no little surprise and dis-
appointment. I refer to those cadets appointed by
colored members of Congress.

It was quite natural to expect of them better

freatment than of others, and yet if in any thing at
all they differed from the former, they were the more
reserved and discourteous. They most  severely
let me alone.”” They never associated, nor did they
speak, except officially, and then they always spoke
in a haughty and Insolent manner that was to me
most exasperating. And in one case in particular
was this so. One of those so appointed was the son
of the colored Congressman who sent him there, and
from him at least good treatment was reasonably ex-
pected. There have been only two such appoint-
ments to my knowledge, and it is a singular fact that
they were both overbearing, conceifed, and by no
neans popular with their eomrades, The status of
one was but little better than my own, and only in
that his comrades would speak and associate. He
was not “ cut,” but avoided as much as possible
without making the offence too patent.

There was a cadef in the corps with myself who
invariably dropped his head whenever our eyes met.
His complexion was any thing but white, his features
were rough and homely, and his person almost en-
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tirely without symmetry or beauty. From this sin-
ﬂuhu' circumstance and his ph\w[nv I draw the
conclusion that he was more African than Anglo-
Saxon. Indeed, I once heard *:unmh insinnated by
a fellow.cadet, to whom his re ply was : ““ It'san honor
to be black.”’

Near the close of this chapter I have ocecason to
speak of fear. There I mean by fear a sort of shrink-
ing demeanor or disposition to accept insults and
other petty persecutions as just dues, or to leave
thvm unpunished from actual cowardice, to which
fear some have been pleased to attribute my gen-
{":[d”'n' good treatment. This Iatter fact has been
by many, to my personal knowledge, attributed to
fear in mmﬂmr quarter, viz., in the cadets them-
selves. It has many times hc*en said ]{J me by per-
sons at West Point and elsewhere: ¢ “T don’t sup-
pose many of those fellows would eare to encounter
yon i

This idea was doubtless founded upon my phy-
sical proportions—I am six feet one and three-
quarter inches high, and weich one hundred and
seventy-five pounds, In behalf of the « corps of
cadets I would disclaim any such notions of fear,

£lirst. Because the conception of the idea is not
logical. I was not the h]]eﬂ nor yet the largest
man in the corps, nor even LIHI I give any e ‘ulf*nr“‘
of a disposition to fight or bully others.

Second. Because I did not come to West Point
purposely to ‘““ go through on my muscle.,” I am
not a fighting character, as the cadets—those who
know me—can well testify.

Third. Because it is ungenerous to attribute
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what can result from man’s betier 11:1|"m;e.m1.1}’ 1‘{:}
such base causes as fear or cowardice. This seems
to be about the only way in which many have en-
deavored to explain the difference between my life
at West Point and that of other colored cadets.
They seem to think that my physique inspired a
sort of fear in the cadets, and forced them at least
to let me alone, while the former ones, spm]ler in
size. did therefore create no such fear until by per-
sistent retaliation it was shown they were able fo
sfa emselves.
2 f‘:\[‘:}“}]: 1.1]::; [ think, is the most shallow of all
reasoning and entirely unworthy our further notice.
Fourth. 1 should be grieved to suppose any one
feared me. It is not my desire to go f!]T‘nEil\'j"h‘ life
feared by anv one. I can derive no pleasure irr}m.
any thfn.j: which is aceorded me through mf:rthw of
fear. The grant must be spontaneous and mlfm-
tary to give me the most pleasure, I want nothing,

‘not even recognition, unless it be freely given, hence

have T not forced myself upon my comrades.

“ But the sensible Flipper ;1{1:“‘-111(-& the situation,
and proudly refused to intrnde himself on the white
bovs.” —Atlanta (G'a.) Herald, ‘

. " Fifth. Beeause it is incompatible with the :“hu;-
nitv of a *‘ eadet and a gentleman” for one to lear
another. :

Sixth. Because it is positively absurd to sap-
pose that one man of three hundred more or less
would be feared by the rest individually and ecol-
leetively, and no rational being would for an instant
entertain any such idea. There is, however, a
single case which may imply fear on the part of the
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cadet most concerned. A number of plebes, among
them a colored one, were standing on the stoop of
barracks. There were also several cadets standing
in the doorway, and a sentinel was posted in the
hall, This latter individual went up to one of the
cadets and said to him, ‘* Make thaf nigeer out there
get his hands around,” referring to this plebe men-
tioned above.

I happened to come down stairs just at that time,
and as soon as he uttered those words he turned and
saw me, He hung his head, and in a cowardly man-
ner sneaked off, while the eadets in the door also dis-
persed with lowered heads. Was it fear? Verily I
know not. Possibly it was shame.

Again I recall a rather peculiar circumstance
which will perhaps sustain this notion of fear on the
part of the cadets. I have on every occasion when I
had command over my fellow-cadets in any degree,

noticed that they were generally more orcerly 21.111:1“Ir

more obedient than when this authority was ‘exer-
cised by another, ‘ L
Thus whenever I commanded the guard there
were very few reports for offences committed by
members of the guard. They have ever been obedi-
ent and military. In camp, when I was first in com-
mand of the gnard, I had a most orderly guard and
a very pleasant tour, and that too, observe, while some
of the members of it were plebes and on for the first
time. On all such occasions it is an immemorial
custom for the yearlings to interfere with and haze
the plebe sentinels. Not a sentinel was disturbed,
not a thing went amiss, and why ? Manifestly be-
cause it was thought—and rightly too—that I would
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not connive at such interference, and because they
feared to attempt it lest they be watched ;111{[11'1?-—
ported. Later, however, even this smnblancg of fear
disappeared, and they acted under me premse:ljr as
they do under others, because they are convinced
that T will not stoop to spy or retaliate.

““The boys were rather afraid that when he
should come to hold the position as officer of the
guard that he would swagger over them ; but he
showed good sense and taste, merely assuming the
rank f!_}I‘l.ll:t“].‘ and leaving his junior to carry out
the duty.””—New York Herald.

And just here it is worthy of notice that the
press, in commenting upon my chances of +.L{'1':1.41!1:Lr_
ing, has never, so far as I know, entertained any
doubts of my ability to do so. It has, on the con-
trary, expressed the belief that the probability of
my graduating depended upon the officers of the
ﬁ.éﬂdé]ﬂ}-’, and upon any others who, by influence or
otherwise, were connected with the Academy. Some
have even hinted at politics as a possible ground
upon which they might drop me. |

All such opinions have been ereated and nurtured
by the hostile portion of the press, and, I regret to
wn by that part also which ought to have been
more J:t'iumlt}r. if not more discreet. No branch of
the government is freer from the influences and
whims of peliticians than the National Military
Academy. Searcely any paper has considered how
the chances of any cadet depended upon himself
alone. The anthorities of the Academy are, or have
been, officers of the army. They are, with one or
two ﬁﬁ:ce]'ﬂ:ions. graduates, and therefore, presuma-
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bly, “'ofﬁcers and gentlemen.” To transform voung
men mto a like ilk as themselves is []l(.‘il'l{th‘:
I..hﬁ country intrusts them with this great 1‘@5‘};{;;1—
sibilify. To prove faithless to such a charge wounld
be to risk position, and even those dearer :{'ttril)tri.ei-:
of the soldier, honor and reputation. Thev would
not dare ill-treat a colored cadet or a white one.
Of course the prejudice of race is not yet overcome
:”]'l.iil'f_?]}'.. and possibly they may be led into some
llldi.fe{r]'iftim'l on account of it ; but I do not think it
would be different at any other college in the ecoun-
try. It is natural. d

‘ There are prejudices of caste as well as preju-
dices of race, and I am most unwilling to believe it
possible that any officer would treat with injustice a
colored cadet who in true gentlemanly qn::l'ilie.t. in-
i'u!li;:enf'e, and assiduousness equals or excels cer-
tam white ones who are treated with perfect equa-
nimity. With me it has not been so. I have been
treated as I would wish to be in the majority of
(=A368, There have been of course occasions where
I've fancied wrong had been done me. I expected
to be ill-treated. T went to West Point fully con-
vinced that I'd have ‘““a rough time of it.”” Who
that has read the many newspaper versions of the
treatment of colored cadets, and of Smith in partic-
nlar, would not have been so convinced? When
therefore, any affront or any thing seemingly of 'rlm,i!;
nature was offered me, I have been l]iH}l}{_‘J;itr{] nat-
urally I think, to unduly magnify it, lmi_‘ﬂ.t!h‘u! I 1::{—
pected it. This was hasty :nu'{‘nn’iu&at. and an I
admit, now that I am better informed. What waé
apparently done to incommode or discourage me

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 135

has been shown to have been done either for my own
benefit or for some other purpose, not to my harm.
In every single instance I have, after knowing better
the reason for such acts, felt obliged to acknowledge
the injustice of my fears. At other times I have been
agreeably surprised at the kindnesses shown me both
by officers and cadets, and have found myself at
great loss to reconcile them with acts I had already
adjudged as malicions wrongs.

I have, too, been particularly careful not to fall
into an error, which, I think, has been the cause of
misfortune to at least one of the cadets of color. If
a cadet affront another, if a white cadet insult a
colored one for instance, the latter can complain to
the proper authorities, and, if there be good reason
for it, can always get proper redress. This undoubt-
edly gives the consolation of kmowing that the
offence will not be repeated, but beyond that I think
it a great mistake to have so sought it. A person
who constantly complains, even with some show of
reason, loses more or less the respect of the author-
ities. And the offenders, while they refrain from
open acts, do nevertheless conduct their petty per-
secutions in such a manner that one can shape no
charce against them, and consequently finds himself
helpless. One must endure these little tortures—the
sneer, the shrug of the shoulder, the epithet, the
effort to avoid, to disdain, to ignore—and thus suffer ;
for any of them are—to me at least—far more hard
to bear than a blow. A blow I may resist or ig-
nore. In either case I soon forget it. DBut a sneer,
a shrug of the shoulder, mean more. Either is a
blow at my sensitiveness, my . inner feelings, and
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which through no ordinary effort of mind can be
altogether forgotten. It isa sting that burns long
and fiercely. How much better to have ignored thz
greater offences which could be reached, and to have
thus avoided the lesser ones, which Im»r-hin,gr can de-
stroy | How much wiser to stand like a vast front
of fortification, on some rocky moral heieht abso-
lutely nnassailable, passively resisting alike the at-
tack by open assault and the surer one by regular
approaches ! The assault can be repulsed, but who
can, who has ever successfully stopped the mines
and the galleries through which an entrance is at
length foreed into the interior ?

““We cannot expect the sons lo forget the lessons of the sires : but
we have a right to demand from the general government the rooting
out of all enobbery at 'West Point, whether it is of that kind whicﬁ
sends poor white boys to Coventry, because they haven’t a family
name or wealth, or whether it be that smallest, 1111;::n:rst, and shallm;-
est of all aristoeracies—the one founded upon eolor.

“ If the government is not able to root out these unrepublican seods
in these hotbeds of disloyalty and snobbery, let {'411‘15_"]'1'15-':-; ghu up-ihe
useless and expensive appendages and educate its officers at the col-
leges f:i‘ the eountry, where they may learn lessons in true l{f'puh]j{.“lll
equality and nationality, The remedy lics with Congress d&
remonstrance, at least, should be heard from the colored mtl;mi:;rs c;f
Congress, who are insulted whenever a colored bov is ill-treated by
t!fe students or the officers of these institutions, So far £ ruﬁ t:-rcin?f
discouraged by defeats, the unjust treatment meted ont to the }’ﬂuni
mf:‘rl should redouble the efforts of others of their class to conqm;
this new Bastile by storm. It should lead every colored Coneressman
to make sure that he either sends a eolored nfmpli{r:mt or \:Inennu
who has not the seeds of snobbery or caste in his soul.”’ L

I shall consider this last clause at the end of this
chapter, where I shall quote at length the article
from which this passage is taken.
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If I may be pardoned an opinion on this arficle,
I do not think the true remedy lies with Congress
at all. I do not question the right to demand of
Clongress any thing, but I do doubt the propriety or
need of such a proceeding, of course, in the case un-
der consideration. As to ‘“that kind which sends
poor white boys to Coventry,”” because of their pov-
erty, ete., I can say with absolute truthfulness it
no longer exists. When it did exist the power to
discontinue it did not lie with Congress. Congress
has no control over personal whims or prejudices.
But I make a slicht mistake. There was a time
when influence, wealth, or position was able to secure
a cadetship. At that time poor boys very rarely
succeeded in getfing an appointment, and when
they did they were most unmercifully *cut™ by
the snobs of aristoeracy who were at the Academy.
Then the remedy did lie with Congress. The ap-
pointments could have been so made as to exclude
those snobs whose only recommendation was their
position in society, and so also as to admit boys who
were deserving, although they were perhaps poor.
This remedy has been made, and all classes (white),
whether poor or rich, influential or not, are on terms
of absolute equality.

3ut for that other kind, *“the one founded upon
color,”” Congress has no remedy, no more than for
fanaticism or something of that kind.

This article also tells us that “ the government
has been remiss in not throwing ‘around them the
protection of its authority.” 1 disdainfully scout
the idea of such protection. If my manhood cannot
stand without a governmental prop, then let it fall.
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If 1 am to stand on any other ground than the one
white cadets stand upon, then I don’t want the
{:;111_etship. If T eannot endure prejudice and perse-
cutions, even if they are offered, then I don’t deserve
the cadetship, and much less the commission of an
army officer. But there is a remedy, a way to root
out snobbery and prejudice which but needs adop-
tion to have the desired effect. Of course its adop-
tion by a single person, myself for instance, will not
be sufficient to break away all the barriers which
prejudice has brought into existence. I am quite
confident, however, if adopted by all colored cadets
it will eventnally work out the difficult though I;r}-:'
no means insoluble problem, and givé us further
cause for joy and congratulations,
The remedy-lies solely in our case with us. We
an make our life at West Point what we will. We
shall be treated by the cadets as we treat them. Of
course some of the cadets are low—they belong to
the younger classes—and coodl ’[].‘t-*:t[mr_‘.n.’l( f':Hll‘.u’l\E3 be
l_‘fI}_‘H’?L‘.[.E..‘('l of them at West Point nor awayv from
there. The others, presumably gentlemen, will treat
everybody else as becomes gentlemen, or at any rate
as they themselves are treated. For, as Josh Bill-
mgs quaintly tells us, “a gentleman kant hide hiz
true karakter enny more than a loafer kan.”’
FPrejudice does not necessarily prevent a man's
being courteous and gentlemanly in his relations
with others. If, then, they be prejudiced and treat
one with ordinary civility, or even if they let one
“ severely alone,” is there any harm done? Is such
a course of conduet to be denounced ? Religiously,

£y
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yves ; but in the manner of every-day life and its con-
ventionalities, I say not by any means. I have the
right—no one will deny it—of choosing or rejecting
as companions whomsoever I will. If my choice be
based upon color, am I more wrong in adopting it
than I should be in adopting any other reason? It
may be an unchristian opinion or fancy that causes
me to do it, but such opinion or fancy is my own,
and I have a right to it. No one objects to prejudice
as such, but to the treatment itis supposed to cause.
If one is disposed to ill-treat another, he’ll do it,
prejudiced or not prejudiced. Only low persons are
so disposed, and happily so for West Point, and in-
deed for the whole country.

“* The system of competitive examination for ad-
mission, so largely adopted within the past few years
in many of our large cities, has resulted in reeruiting
the corps with lads of bright intelleet and more than
ordinary attainments, while the strict physical ex-
amination has rigorously excluded all but those of
good form and perfect health. The competitive sys-
tem has also given to the Academy students who
want to learn, instead of lads who are content to
seramble through the prescribed course as best they
can, escaping being ‘ found’ (a cadet term eguiva-
lent to the old college word * plucked’) by merely
a hair's-breadth.’’

The old way of getting rid of the rough, uncouth
characters was to ““ find”’ them. Few, very few of
them, ever got into the army. Now they are ex-
cluded by the system of competifive examination
even from entering the Military Academy, and if
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they should succeed in getting to West Point, they
eventually fail, sinece men with no fixed purpose
cannot graduate at West Point.

Now if the * colored cadets’’ be not of this class
also, then their life at West Point will not be muech
harder than that of the others. The eadets may not
assoclate, but what of that? Am I to blame a man
who prefers not to associate with me? If that be
the only charge against him, then my verdict is for
acquittal. Though his conduct arises from, to us,
false premises, it is to his sincere convictions right,
and we would not in the slightest degree be justified
in forcing him into our way of looking atit. In
other words, the remedy does not lie with Congress.

The kind of treatment we are to receive at the
hands of others depends entirely upon ourselves, I
think my life at West Point sufficient] Y proves the
truth of this assertion. I entered the Xeademy at a
time when, as one paper had it, West Point was g
“hotbed of disloyalty and snobbery, a useless and
expensive appendage.’’ I expected all sorts of ill-
treatment, and yet from the day I entered till the
day I graduated I had not cause to utter so much as
an angry word. I refused to obtrude myself upon
the white cadets, and treated them all with uniform
courtesy. I have been treated likewise. It simply
depended on me what sort of treat ment I should re-
ceive. I was caveful to give no cause for bad treat-
ment, and it was never put upon me. In making
this assertion T purposely disregard the instances of
malice, ete., mentioned elsewhere, for the reason
that I do not believe they were due to any deep per-
sonal convictions of my in feriority or personal desire
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to impose upon me, but rather were due to the fear
of being ** eut” if they had acted otherwise,

Our relations have been such, as any one will
readily observe, that even officially they would have
been obliged to recognize me to a greater or less ex-
tent, or at the expense of their consciences ignol‘? me.
They have done both, as circumstances and not incli-
nation have led them to do.

A rather unexpected incident oecurred in the
summer of 73, which will show perhaps how intense
is that gravitating force—if I may so term it—which
S0 t‘Un':I;:lﬂ[w v changes the feelings of the plebes,
and even cadets, who, when they reported, were not
at all prejudiced on account of color.

It was rather late at night and extremely dark.
I was on guard and on post at the time. Approach-
ing the lower end of my post, No. b, I heard my
name called in a low tone by some one whom I did
not recognize. I stopped and listened. The cnl’lin'g;
was repeated, and I drew near the place whencfa it
came., It proved to be a cadet, a classmate of mine,
and then a sentinel on the adjacent post, No. 4. We
stood and talked quite awhile, as there was no dan-
ger either of being seen by other cadets—an event
which those who in any manner have recognized me
have strenuously avoided—or ‘ hived standing on
post.” It was too dark. He expressed great regret
at my treatment. hoped it would be bettered, assured
me that he would ever be a friend and treat me as a
gentleman should, :

Another classmate told me, at another time, in
effect the same thing. I very naturally expected a
fulfilment of these promises, but alas! for such
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hopes! They not only never fulfilled 1hmn but
treated me even as badly as all the others (}]i{". of
them was assigned a seat next to me at tﬂﬁu He
would eat scarcely anything, and when done with
that he would draw his chair away and pretend to
be imposed upon in the most uemzmhnw manner pos-
sible, The other practised similar manmuvres when-
ever we fell in at any formation of « company or sec-
tion. They hoth called me ‘nigger,’” or *“ d—d nig-
ger,” as suited their inclination. Yet this ought, I
n‘*ulx believe, to be attributed not to them, but to
the circumstances that led them to adopt such a
course.

On one oceasion, however, one of them brought
0 my room the integration of some differential
equation in mechanics which had been sent me by
our instructor. He was very friendly then, appa-
rently. He told me upon leaving, if T desired any
further information to come to his ¢ Jouse,” and he
would give it. I observed that he ealled me * 7.
Flipper.”’

One winter's night, while on guard in barracks
during supper, a cadet of the next class above my
OWIL *-::Lt:rpped on my post and conversed with me as
long as it was safe to do so. He expressed—as all
have who have spoken to me—great regret that I
should be so isolated, asked how I got along in my
studies, and many other like questions. He spoke
at great length of my general treatment. He assured
ne that he was wholly unprejudiced, and would ever
be a friend. Te even went far enough to say, to my
great astonishment, that he cursed me and my race
among the cadets to keep up appearances with them,
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and that T must think none the less well of him for
so doing. It was a sort of necessity, he said, for he
would not only be “ecut,”” but would be treated a
great deal worse than I was if he should fraternize
with me. Upon leaving me hesaid, ** I'm d—d sorry
to see you come here to be treated so, but I am glad
to see youn stay.”’

Unfortnnately the gentleman failed at the ex-
amination, then not far distant, and of course did
not have much opportunity to give proof of his
friendship. And thus,

** The walk, the words, the gesture could supply,
The habit mimic and the mien helie”’

-

When the plebes reported in *76, and were given
seats in the chapel, three of them were placed in the
pew with myself. We took seats in the following
order, viz., first the commandant of the pew, a ser-
geant and a classmate of mine, then a third-class-
man, myself, and the plebes. Now this arrange-
ment was wholly unsatisfactory to the third-class-
man, who turned to the sergeant and asked of him to
pla{_.v a plebe between him antl myself. Theserceant
torned toward me, and with an angry gesture
ordered me to ** Get over there.”” T refused, on the
ground that the seat T occupied had been assiened
me, and I therefore had no anthority to change it.
Near the end of the service the third-classman asked
the sergeant to tell me fo sit at the further end of the
seaf. He did so. T refused on the same ground as
before. Hereplied, ¢ Well, it don’t make any differ-
ence. I'll see that your seaf is changed.” I feared
he would go to the cadet quartermaster, who had
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charge of the arrangement of seats, and have my seat
F‘h:ﬂlgf_‘d without authority. T reported to the '{}fi“lt*:m;
111_&_11;11*;:9 of the new cadets, and explained the u‘]]ﬂ]e
affair to him. | |
“ You take the seat,”’ said he, “assigned vou in
Iﬂw a1 m'r? house” —the plan of the clhmrcl; with
names written on the pews, was kept here, 3; that
cadets could consult it and know where their C;mtwl
1.*-'1;31'1::—-—_“ and if anybody wants yon to chanece i l }Ttilrl
them T ordered you to keep it.’? et
The next Sabbath I took it. I was ordered to
change it. I refused on the authority just given
above. The sergeant then went to the comman d*t;l b
of cmilef.u;, who by some means got the impression !im!:-
I ﬂe.'sn‘eFl to change my seat. He sent for me and
emphatically ordered me to keep the seat which had
by his order been assigned me. Thus the c-il’u;1f tl‘ﬂ
change my seat, made by the third-classman thronoh
t.hre sergeant, but claimed to have been made by H‘TE
1.;‘1} led. _]1.. was out of the question for it to 1,'-4t*-rt~,t]19.1'i
wise. If the sergeant had wanted the seat himself
he would in all probability have got it, l,r{,‘.C’illl.":'El. 1.19
Was my senior in eclass and lineal rank. But 'tl'mj
third-classman was my junior in both, and therefore
(:011}-(] not, by an Y military regulation, get possession
of what I was entitled to by my superiorrank, And
r]}e effort to do so must be regarded a mar:re]imm
drs_-pln.y of stupidity, or a belief on the part of t‘lu;
ritdei.- that I eould be imposed upon with fmlplmil'v
511“.1;{5' because I was alone and had shown no ﬂi“a‘-
position to quarrel or demand either real op iITlH“'iILk
ary rights. g
While in New York during my furlough—sum-

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 115

mer of '75—I was introduced to one of her wealthy
bankers. We conversed quite a while on various
topics, and finally resumed the subject on which we
began, viz., West Point. He named a cadet, whom
I shall eall for convenience John, and asked if I
knew him. I replied in the affirmative. After ask-
ing various other questions of him, his welfare, ete.,
he volunteered the following bit of information :

““Oh! yes,” said he, “ I've known John for sev-
eral years. He used to peddle newspapers around
the bank here. I was agreeably surprised when I
heard he had been appointed to a cadetship at West
Point. The boys who come in almost every morn-
ing with their papers told me John was to sell me
no more papers. His mother has scrubbed out the
office here, and cleaned up daily for a number of
years. John's a good fellow though, and I'm glad
to know of his success.”

This information was to me most startling. There
certainly was nothing dishonorable in fhat sort of
labor—nay, even there was much in it that deserved
our highest praise. It was honest, humble work.
But who would imagine from the pompous bearing
assumed by the gentleman that he ever peddled
newspapers, or that his mother earned her daily
bread by serubbing on her knees office floors? And
how does this compare with the average negro ?

It is not to me very pleasant to thus have
another's private history revealed, but when it is
done I can’t help feeling myself better in one sense
at least than my self-styled superiors. I ecertainly
am not really one thing and apparently another.
The distant haughtiness assumed by some of them,
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?-ml f]_:e constant endeavor to avoid me, as if I were
& 8tick or a stone, the veriest poke of creation,®’
had no other effect than to make me feel as if T ’i";'{:i’ﬂ
really so, and to discourage and dishearten Iﬁe . |
hardly know how I endured it all so long. I-f I
were asked to go over it all again, even with the f*x—I
perience I now have, I fear I should fail. I mean of
course the strain on my mind and sensitiveness
would be so great I'd be unable to endure it,
: There is that in every man, it has been said
either good or bad, which will manifest itself in hi.:i
speech or acts, Keeping this in mind while I con-
stantly study those around me, I find myself at
times driven to most extraordinary eonclusions, If
SOmE are as good as their speech, then, if I may be
permitted to judge, they have most ':lm'oufh,-"ni}
served that blessed commandment, * Honor ﬂuf
father and thy mother, that thy davs Inm-'. be long
upon the land which the Lord thv God s,"f_w:.fh. thee s
In that they have profited by their tlr.-:u-.I:Enff ]:[:!h

mentally and morally, ‘ e
On the f_:rf_]l-c *hand, we hear from many the very
worst possible language. Some make ];:u'dmmhle
errors, while others make blunders for which there
can be no excuse save ignorance. J udging their
charaecter by their speech, what a sad conditioﬁ must
be theirs ; and more, what a need for mismimrﬁv
work ! S
'.I_h'ls-_: state of affairs gives way in the second, and
u{ren in the first year, to instruction and {Usr-ilﬂilm
West Point’s greatest glory arises from her 11i11311111-:
leled success in polishing these rough speéi meusL and
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sending them forth ¢ officers and gentlemen.” No
college in the country has such a *° heterogeneous
conglomeration’’—to quote Dr. Johnson—of classes.
The highest and lowest are represented. The glory
of free Ameriea, her recognition of equality of all
men, is not so apparent anywhere else as at West
Point. And were prejudice entirely obliterated, then
would Amerieca in truth be that Utopia of which so
many have but dreamed. It is rapidly giving way
to better reason, and the day i3 not far distant when
West Point will stand forth as the proud exponent
of absolute social equality. Prejudice weakens, and
ere long will fail ecompletely. The advent of general
education sounds its death knell. And may the day
be not afar off when America shall proclaim her
emancipation from the basest of all servitudes, the
subservience to prejudice !

After feeling reasonably sure of success, I have
often thought that my good treatment was due in a
measure to a sort of apprehension on the part of the
cadets that, when I should come to exercise com-
mand over them, I would use my authority to retal-
1ate for any ill-treatment I had suffered. I have
thought this the case with those especially who have
been reared in the principles of prejudice, and ofter
in none other, for *“ prejudices, it is well known, are
the most difficult to eradieate from the heart whose
soil has never been loosened or fertilized by educa-
tion. They grow there as firm as weeds among
rocks.’’

When the time did come, and I proved by purely
gentlemanly conduct that it was no harder, no more
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dishonorable, to be under me than under others, this
reserve vanished fo a very great extent. I might
mention instances in which this is evident.

At practical engineering, one day, three of us
were making a eabion, One was puttine in the
watling, another keeping it firmly down, while T was
preparing it. I had had some instruetion on a pre-
vious day as to how it should be made, but the two
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due to good conduct on my part. And here is
another,

Just after taps on the night of July 12th, 1876,
while lying in my tent studying the stars, I hap-
pened to overhear a rather angry conversation con-
cerning my unfortunate self,

It seems the eadet speaking had learned before-
hand that he and myself would be on duty a few

others had not. When they had put in the watling days hence, myself as senior and he as junior officer
to within the proper distance of the top they began of the guard. His chums were teasing him on his
trimming off the twigs and butt ends of the withes. misfortune of being under me as junior, which act
I happened to turn toward the gabion and observed caused him to enter into a violent panegyrie upon
what they were doing. In a tone of voice, and with me. He began by criticising my military aptitude
a fa.miljau-it;,r that surprised my own self, T ex- EH.H[ the manner in which 1 was treaterl by the author-
claimed, ““ Oh, don’t do that.  Don’t you see if you ities, that lw by the cadet officers, as is apparent
cut those off before sewing, the whole thing will fl‘un'_l r\:fhai: f.{+}]]¢'m'.tf:
come to pieces? Secure the ends first and then eut : 5 .I_Imt nigger,” said he, ‘“don’t keep dressed.
off the twigs.” : Sometimes he's *way head of the line. He swings
: his arms, and does other things not half as well as
one of them replied, * Yes, that would be the most ““Lel’_ devils,” and yet he’s not * skinned’ for it.”?
sensible way.” I proceeded to show them how to “"}”'*E 2 severe comment upon the way in which
sew the watling and to secure the ends. They were the file-closers discharge their duties ! Severe, in-
classmates. They listened to my voluntary instruc- *“’f'”lr_” “:“”111 be were it true. It is ha rdly reason-
tion, and followed it without a thought of who gave “If']‘-‘r [f]’_lf’k; to suppose the file-closers, in the face
it, or any feeling of prejndice. of prejudice and the probability of being ‘ eut,”
At foot battery drill one day T was chief of piece. }"'“"-”-1_ permit me to do the things mentioned with
After a time the instructor rested the battery. The llnl;}thll,i}-’ while they reported even their own class-
cannoneers at my piece, instead of going off and sit- mates lor them.
ting down, gathered around me and asked questions
about the nomenclature of the piece and its carriage.
“ Whatis this #* ““ Whatis it for ¥’ and many others.
They were third-classmen. Certainly there was no
prejudice in this. Certainly, too, it could only he

They stopped working, listened attentively, and

I e e e e
e ——— =T =

And here again we see the fox and sour grapes.
The gentleman who so honored me with his eriticism
was junior to me in every branch of study we had
taken up to that time except in French. I was his
seniorin taeties by—well, to give the number of files

i
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would be to specify him too closely and make my
narrative too personal. Suffice it to say I ranked
him, and T rather fancy, as I did not gain that posi-
tion by favoritism, but by study and proficiency, he
should not venture to ecriticise. But so it is all
through life, at West Point as well as elsewhere.
Malcontents are ever finding faults in others which
they never think of discovering in themselves.

When the time came the detail was published at
parade, and next day we duly marched on gnard.
When I appeared on the general parade in full dress,
I noticed mischievous smiles on more than one face,
for the majority of the corps had turned out to see
me. I walked along, proudly unconscious of their
presence.

Although I went through the ceremony of guard
mounting without a single blunder, I was not at all
at ease. I inspected the front rank, while my
junior inspected the rear. I was sorely displeased
to observe some of the cadets change color as they
tossed up their pieces for my inspection, and that
they watched me as I went through that operation.
Some of them were from the South, and educated to
consider themselves far superior to those of whom
they once claimed the right of possession. 1 know
it was to them most galling, and although I fully
felt the responsibility and honor of commanding the
guard, I frankly and candidly confess that I found
no pleasure in their apparent humiliation.

I am as a matter of course opposed to prejudice,
but I nevertheless hold that those who are not have
just as much right to their opinions on the matter
as they would have to any one of the various re-

Rl ]
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ligious creeds. We in free America at least would
not be justified in forcing them to renounce their
views or beliefs on race .mﬁ color any more than
those on religion.

We can sometimes, by so living that those who
differ from ms in opinion respecting any thing can
find no fault with us or our ereed, influence them to
a just consideration of our views, and perhaps per-
suade them unconsciously to adopt our way of think-
ing. And irrﬁar €0 it is, I think, with prejudice.
There is a certain dignity in enduri ing it which always
evokes praise from those who indulee it. and also
often discovers to them their error and its injustice.

Knowing that it would be unpleasant to my
junior to have to ask my permission to do this or
that, and not wishing to subject him to more morti-
fication than was possible, I gave him all the lati-
tude I could, telling him to use his own diseretion,
and that he need not ask my permission for any
thing unless he chose.

This simple act, furqc}trc,nq]'mmr as soon as done,
was in an exceedingly short time known to ever ¥
cadet thronghout the camp, and I had the indescrib-
able pleasure, some days after, of knowine that by
it I had been raised many degrees in the estimation
of the corps. Nor did this knowledge remain in
amp. It was spread all over the Point. The act
was talked of and praised by the cadets wherever
they went, and their conversations were repeated to
me many times by different persons.

When on guard again 1 was the junior, and of
course subject to the orders of the senior. He came
to me voluntarily, and in almost my own words gave
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me exactly the same privileges I had given my
junior, who was a chum of my present senior. In
view of the ostracism and isolation to which I had
been subjected, it was expected that T would be
severe, and use my authority to retaliate. When,
however, I did a more Christian act, did to others
as I would have them do to me, and not as thev had
sometimes done, I gave cause for a similar act of
good-will, which was in a degree beyond all expec-
tation accorded me.

Indeed, while we are all prone to err, we are also
very apt to do to others as they really do tous. If
they treat us well, we treat them well ; if badly, we
treat them so also. I believe such to be in accord-
ance with our nature, and if we do not alwavs do
so our failure is due to some influence ;111:11-t"f‘|*1;:m
our better reason, if we do not treat them well, or
our first impulse if we do. If now, on the {runuﬁrv,
I had been severe and unnecessarily imperious be-
cause of my power, I should in all prol ability have
been treated likewise, and would have fallen and not
have risen in the estimation of the eadets,

It has often oceurred to me that the terms ¢ pre-
judice of race, of color,” ete., were misnomers, and
for this reason. As soon as I show that I have some
good qualities, do some act of kindness in spite of
insult, my color is forgotten and T am well treated.
Again, T have observed that colored men of char-
acter and intellectual ability have been treated as
men should be by all, whether friends or enemies :
that is to say, no prejudiee of color or race has ever
been manifested.

I have been so treated by men I knew to be—to
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use a political term—*¢ vile democrats.” Unfor-
tunately a bad temper, precipitation, stubbornness,
and like qualities, all due to non-education, are too
often attributes of colored men and women. These
characteristics lower the race in the estimation of the
whites, and produce, I think, what we call prejudice.
In fact I believe prejudice is due solely to non-edu-
cation and its effects in one or perhaps both races.

Prejudice of—well, any word that will express
these several characteristies wonld be better, as it
would be nearer the truth.

There is, of conrse, a very large class of ignorant
and partially eultured whites whose conceptions can
find no other reason for prejudice than that of color.
I doubt very much whether they are prejudiced on
that account as it is. I rather think they are so
because they know others are for some reason, and
so cringing are they in their weakness that they follow
like so many trained eurs. This is the class we in
the Sonth are acenstomed to ecall the * poor white
trash,”’ and speaking of them generally I can neglect
them in this discussion of my treatment, and with-
ont material error.

In camp at night the duties of the officers of the
gnard are discharged part of the night by the senior
and the other part by the junior officer. As soon as
it was night—to revert to the subject of this article—
my junior came to me and asked how I wished to
divide the night tour.

““ Just suit yourself. If you have any reason for
wanting a particular part of the night, I shall be
pleased to have you take it."’

He chose the latter half of the night, and asked
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me to wake him at a specified time. After this he
l‘]_iﬂﬂi'!\'f‘-'l‘t'.'ﬂ a reason for taking the first half, and eom-
g to me said : .

** If it makes no difference to you I will take the
first half of the night.”

*“ As you like,”” was my reply.

“ You  pile in’ then, and T'll wake vou in time.”
wag his reply, l )

Observe the familiarity in this rejoinder,

The guard was turned out and inspected by the
officer of the day at about 12.20 p.x. After the in-
spection I retired, and was awakened between 1 and
2 P.M. by my junior, who then retired for the nicht.

The officer in charge turned out and inspected the
guard between 2 and 3 ».».

Several of the cadets were reported to me by
the eorporals for violating regulations. The rﬁlnm'f?::;
were duly recorded in the guard report for the dav.
I myself reported but one cadet, and his offence was
** Absence from tattoo roll-eall of enard.”’

These reports were put in under my signature,
t‘]‘frm;.e_rh not at all made by me, as also was another
ol a very grave nature,

It seems—for I didn't know the initial ecircum-
Stances of the case—that a citizen visiting at West
Point asked a cadet if he could see a friend of his
who was a member of the ecorps. The cadet at once
sought out the corporal then on duty, and asked
him to go to camp and twrn out this friend. The
corporal did not go. The cadet who requested him
to do so reported the fact to the officer of the dav.
The latter came at once to me and directed me, ::15
officer of the guard, to order him to go and turn out
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the cadet, and to see that he did it. I did as
ordered. The corporal replied, “* I have turned him
out.”” As the cadet did not make his appearance
the officer of the day himself went into camp,
bronght him out to his citizen friend, and then
ordered me in positive terms to report the corporal
for gross disobedience of orders. I communiecated
to him the eorporal’s reply, and received a repetition
of his order. I obeyed it, entering on my guard re-
port the following :

“ . disobedience of orders, not turning out a
cadet for eitizen when ordered to do so by the officer
of the gnard.”

The commandant sent for me, and learned from
me all the circumstances of the case as far as I knew
them. He made similar requirements of the cor-
poral himself.

Connected with this case is another, which, T
think, should be recorded, to show how some have
been disposed to act and think concerning myself.
At the dinner table, and on the very day this affair
above mentioned ocemrred, a cadet asked another if
he had heard about —— mentioning the name of
the cadet corporal.

““ No, I haven't,”” he replied ; ** what's the matter
with him ¢’

“Why, the officer of the day ordered him re-
ported for disobedience of orders, and served him
right too.”

““ What was it ? Whose orders did he disobey ¥’

“Some cit wanted to see a cadet and asked
C——if he could do so. C asked ——, who was
then on duty, to go to camp and turn him out. He
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didn't do it, but went off and began talking with
some ladies. The officer of the dav f]irv{'!:q'l the
senior officer of the gnard to order him !'t'}-;_vrj” He
t]fl.l. order him to go and —— replied, I have !';!I‘Tlf"t{
him out,” and didn't go. The officer of the dav
t'Iu'fn_ turned him out, and ordered him to be 1-;»;-n-.1-:-oE1
for disobedience of orders, and I say *-;r-.rrw'l him
right.” ' AN

I don't see it,”” was the reply.

“Don’tseeit? Why — s relief was on post
:1!.1:1 1t was his duty to attend to all such ealls :Ilu'inr:'
his tour; and besides, I think ordinary 1‘;{ﬂirnm=-=::
would have been sufficient to make him o’

** Well, I can sympathize with him anyhow.”

*“ Sympathize with him ! How so #’

* Because he's on quard lo-day.” What an ex-
ce]]fmr reason! “ Because he's on guard mrdav“”
or, In other words, because 7 was in command of }i]P
guard. |

He then went on to speak of the injustice of the
report, the malice and spirit of retaliation shown 11;
giving 1t, and hoped that the report wonld not be
the cause of any punishment. And all this because
the report was under my signature, £

When the corporal replied to me that he had
turned out the cadet, I considered it a satisfactory
answer, supposing the ecadet’s non-appearance was
due to delay in arranging his toilet. I had no in-
tention of reporting him, and did so onlv in obedi-
ence to positive orders. There surely was nmh-iufr
malicious or retaliatory in that ; and to condemn mz
for discharging the first of all military duties—viz

-} 3 e ¥ e - 2
obedience of orders—is but to prove the narrowness
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of the intellect and the baseness of the character
which are vaunted as so far superior fo those of the
““ neoro cadet,”” and which condemn him and his
actions for no other reason than that they ave his.
How could it be otherwise than that he be isolated
and persecuted when such minds are concerned *?

In his written explanation to the commandant
the corporal admitted the charge of disobedience of
orders on his part, but excused himself by saying he
had delegated another cadet to discharge the duty
for him. This was contrary to regulations, and still
further ageravated his offence.

For an incident connected with this tour of guard
duty, see chapter on ¢ Incidents, Humor,”* ete.

The only case of downright malice that has come
to my knowledge—and I'm sure the only one that
ever occurred—is the following :

If is a custom, as old as the institution I dare
say, for cadets of the first and second classes to
march in the front rank, while all others take their
places in the rearrank, with the exception that third-
classmen may be in the front rank whenever it is
necessary for the proper formation of the company
to put them there. The need of sucha custom is ap-
parent. Fourth-classmen, or plebes not accustomed
to marching and keeping dressed, are therefore unfit
to be put in the front rank. Third-classmen have
to give way to the upper classmen on account of their
superior rank, and are able to mareh in the front
rank only when put there or allowed to remain there
by the file-closers. When I was a plebe, and also
during my third-class year, I marched habitually in
the rear rank, as stated with reason elsewhere. But




158 THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT.

when I became a second-classman, and had by class
rank a right to the front rank, I took my ]1I:if‘i;l]il.‘]'l?.

Just about this time T distinetly heard the cadet

aptain of my company say to the first sereeant, or
rather ask him why he did not put me in the rear
rank. The first sergeant replied curtly, * Because
he's a second-classman now, and I have no richt to
do it.’’ This settled the guestion for the !iIJ]‘.l.‘, in-
deed for gquite a while, till the incident above referred
to oeeurred.

At a formation of the company for retreat parade
in the early spring of '76, it was necessary to trans-
fer some one from the front to the rear rank. Now
instead of transferring a third-classman, the serceant
on the left of the company ordered me, a second-
classman, into the rear rank. I readily obeved.
because I felt sure I'd be put back after the com-
pany was formed and inspected, as had been done
by him several times before. But this was not done.
I turned to the sergeant and reminded him that he
had not put me back where I belonged, He at once
did so withont apparent hesitation or nnwillingness.
He, however, reported me for speaking to him abont
the discharge of his duties. For this offence, I sub-
mitted the following explanation ; ;

WEest Pomxt, N. Y., April 11, 1878.

Offense : Speaking {o serzeant about formation of company at
parade,

Explanation : I would respectfully state that the above report iz o
mistake, 1 said nothing whatever about the formation of the com-
pany. I was put in the rear rank, and, contrary to custom, left
there. As soon as the command *‘ In place, rest.” was riven, I

Y o o WY P Shatsel f Tl L 4 2 :
TLJ[JJ-.Q} to the mearest ::lj,._!{..lrll aud said, ** Mr. — can I take my
place in the front rank ¥*° He leaned to the front and looked along
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the line. I then said, ** There are men in the front rank who are
junior to me.” I added, a moment after, ** There is one just up
there,” motioning with my head the direction meant. He made the
change. :
Respectfully submitted,
Hexny O. FLIPPER,
Cadet Priv., Comp. ** .D,”" First Class.

To Lieut. Colonel —,

Commanding Corps of Cadets,

This explanation was sent by the commandant to
the reporting sergeant. He indorsed it in about the
following words :

Respectfully returned with the following statement -

It was necessary in forming the company to put Cadet Flipper in
the rear rank, and as I saw no third-classman in the front rank, I left
him there as stated. I reported him because 1 did not think he had
any right to speak to me about the discharge of my duty.

g
N #

Oadet Sergeant Company “'D."

A polite question a reflection on the manner of
discharging one’s duty ! A queer construction in-
deed ! Observe, he says, he saw no third-classman
in the front rank. It was his duty to be sure about
it, and if there was one there to transfer him to the
rear, and myself to the front rank. Tn not doing so
he neglected his duty and imposed upon me and the
dignity of my class. T was therefore entirely justi-
fied in calling his attention to his neglect,

This is a little thing, but it should be borne in
mind that it is nevertheless of the greatest importance.
We know what effect comity or international polite-
ness has on the relations or intercourse between na-
tions. The most trifling acts, such as congratula-
tions on a birth or marriage in the reigning family,
are wonderfully efficacious in keeping up that feel-
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ing of amity which is so necessary to peace and eon-
tinued friendship between states. Tod isregard tl;eqﬁ
little things is considered unfriendly, and i?azn' be 11r1c:
cause of serious consequences, 2 ‘ |
There is a like necessity, I think, in our own ease
Any affront to me which is also an affront T{}‘I‘..[.“.l";.-:
f"I:l.‘ﬁ'H and its dignity deserves punishment or satisfac
tion. To demand it, then, gives my class '1 h{it:u
opinion of me, and serves to keep that opinion .I'i'l as
good condition as possible, i
I knew well that there were men in the corps
who would readily seize any possible opport tmii':r
to report me, and I feared at the time that T might
be reported for speaking to the sergeant. I :"ﬁ
E*Hp{"{':iﬂ“ y careful to guard against ;m:'fn.' (:.1' n'mrv{ll-
ness m my speech, and to pilf. my ;'I:m:mr} in ?hc
politest form possible. The offence was removed
I received no demerits, and the sergeant jmd t.l‘i;
pleasure or displeasure of grievine at the failure r;f
his report. |
I am sorry to know that T have been charged, by
Some not so well acquainted with West Point :nd‘li-flé
there as they should be to criticise, with manifestine
a lack of dignity in that T allowed myself tlé hz
insulted, imposed upon, and ntherwisehillﬂt-reatedJ
There appears to them too great a difference betweer;
the treatment of former colored cadets and that of
myself, and the only way they are pleased to ac-
count for this difference is to say that my good T.']‘E-':T.T;—
ment was due to want of ¢ spunk,’” and :_;1'1'}11 to f{;u-
as some have said. Tt evidently never (JU[‘II]'J'F‘.LIJI'(:
them that my own conduet determined more ‘tha.n
all things else the kind of treatment I would receive.
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Every one not stubbornly prejudiced against
West Point, and therefore not disposed to censure or
criticise every thing said or done there, knows how
false the charge is. And those who make it scarcely
deserve my notice. I would say to them, however,
that true dignity, selon nous, consists in being above
the rabble and their insults, and particularly in re-
maining there. To stoop to retaliation is not com-
patible with true dignity, nor is vindictiveness
manly, Again, the experiment suggested by my
accusers has been abundantly tried, and proved a
most ridieulous failure, while my own led to a glori-
015 SlTecess.

I do not mean to boast or do any thing of the
kind, but I would suggest to all future colored cadets
to base their conduct on the ** apiorovuirpor,” the
golden mean. It is by far the safer, and surely the
most Christian course.

Before closing this chapter I would add with just
pride that I have ever been treated by all other per-
sons connected with the Academy not officially, as
becomes one gentleman fo treat another. T refer to
servants, soldiers, other enlisted men, and employés,
They have done for me whatever I wished, whenever
I wished, and as I wished. and always kindly and
willingly. They have even done things for me to

the exclusion of others. This is important when it
1s remembered that the employés, with one excep-
tion, are white.

“NATIONAL SCHOOLS AND SNOBOCRACY.

** * Cadet Smith has arrived in Columbia. He did not ** pass.”"’
— Phanix.
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“* Alexander Bouchet, a young man of color, graduates from Yale
College, holding the fifth place in the largest class graduated from
that aneclent institution. '— Beehanige. .

““These simple announcements from different papers tersely sum
up the distinction between the military and civil education of this
country. One is exclusive, snobbish, and narrow, the other is liberal
and democratic.

** No one who has watched the course of Cadet Smith and the un-
demaoeratic, selfish, and snobbish treatment he has experienced from
the martinets of West Point, men educated at the expense of the gov-
ernment, supported by negro taxes, as well as white, who attempt to
dictate who shall receive the henefitz of an edueation in our national
charity schools—no one who has read of his court-martialings, the
degradations and the peity insults inflicted upon him can hqﬂi} feel-
ing that he returns home to-day, in spite of the Pheniz's gneers, a
young hero who has °passed’ in grit, pluck, perseverance, and all
the better qualities which go to make up true manhood, and only has
been * found * beeause rebel sympathizers at West Point, the fledg-
lings of ecaste, and the Secretary of War, do not intend to allow, if
they can prevent it, a negro to graduate at West Point or Annapolis,
if ke 18 known to be & negro.

*“ Any one conversant with eduecational matters who has examined
the examinations for entrance, or the curriculum of the naval and
military academies, will not for a moment believe that their require-
ments, not as hizgh as those demanded for an ordinary New England
high school, and by no means equal injthoroughness, (11].’1]]1if-"..'10r
guality to that demanded for entrance at Yale, Amherst, Dartmouth,
or Brown, are too high or abstruse to be compassed by negroes, some
of whom have sucecessfully stood all these, and are now pursuing
their studies in the best institutions of the North,

“No fair-minded man believes that Smith, Napier and Williams,
Conyers and McClellan, have had impartial treatment. The govern-
ment itself has been remiss in not throwing about them the protec-
tion of its authority. Had these colored boys been students at St.
Cyr, in Paris, or Woolwich, in England, under despotic France and
aristocratic England, they would have been treated with that cour-
tesy and justice of which the average white American has no idea.
The South once ruled West Point, much to its detriment in loyalty,
however much, by reason of sending boys more than prepared. b]t,
dominated in scholarship. It seeks to recover the lost ground, and
rightly fears to meet on terms of equality in the camp the sons of

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 163

fathers to whom it refused quarter in the war and butchered in cold
blood at Fort Pillow. We cannot expect the sons to forget the lus-
gons of the sires ; but we have a right to demand from the general
government the rooting out of all snobbery at West Point, whether
it is of that kind which sends poor white boys to Coventry, because
they haven't a family name or wealth, or whether it be that smallest,

_ meanest, and shallowest of all aristocracies—the one founded upon

color.
““If the zovernment is not able to root out these unrepublican seeds

in these hot-beds of disloyalty and snobbery, then let Congress shut
up the useless and expensive appendages and educate its officers at
the colleges of the country, where they may learn lessons in true
republican equality and nationality. The remedy lies with Congress.
A remonstrance at least should be heard from the colored members
of Congress, who are insulted whenever a colored boy is ill-treated
by the students or the officers of these institutions. So far from be-
ing discouraged by defeats, the unjust treatment meted out to these
young men should redouble the efforts of others of their class to
carry this new Bastile by storm. It should lead every colored Con-
gressman to make sure that he either sends a colored applicant or a
white one who has not the sceds of snobbéry and caste in his soul.
Smith, after four years of torture, comes home, is driven home, be-
cause, forsooth, he might attend the ball next year! He is hounded
out of the Academy beeause he would have to be assigned to a white
regiment | There are some negroes who feel that their rights in the
land of their birth are superior to the prejudices of the enemies of
the Union, and who dare to speak and write in behalf of these rights,
as their fathers dared to fight for them a very few years ago.

“ Bouechet, under civil rule, enters Yale College the best prepared
student of one hundred and thirty freshmen, and all through his
course is treated like a gentleman, both by the faculty and the stu-
dents, men who know what justice means, and have some adequate
idea of the true theory of education and gentlemanly conduct. Two
freed boys, from North Carolina and South Carolina, slaves during
the war, prepare at the best Northern academies, and enter, without
remonstrance, Amherst and Dartmouth.  'What divinity, then, hedges
West Point and Annapolis? What but the old rebel spirit, which
secks again to control them for use in future rebellions as it did in
the past. The war developed some unwelcome truths with regard
to this snobbish and disloyal spirit of our national institutions, and
the exploits of some volunteer officers showed that all manhood,
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bravery, skill, and energy were not contained in West Point or An-
napolis, or, if there, did not pertain solely to the petty cliques that
aim to give tone to those academies. It is not for any officer, the
creature of the government—it is not for any student, the willing
ward of that government—to say who shall enter the national schools
and be the recipients of my bounty. It is the duty of every mem-
ber of Congress to see that the government sanctions no such gpirit ;
and it becomes every loyal citizen who wishes to avoid the mistakes
of the former war o see to it that no class be excluded, and that every
boy, once admitted, shall have the strictest justice dealt out to him,
a thing which, thus far, has not been done in the case of the colored
cadets,

* The true remedy lies in the feelings and sympathies of the officers
of these academies, in the ability and fair investigations of the board
of examiners ; not from such gentlemen as at present seem to rule
these institutions.

“ Nioer Nigrorovy."

This article was taken from some South Carolina
paper during the summer of *74. Its tone is in ac-
cordance with the multitnde of articles upon the
same subject which occurred about the same time,
and, like them all, or most of them, is rather far-
fetched. Itis too broad. Its denunciations cover
too much ground. They verge upon untruth.

As to Conyers and MeClellan at the Naval Acad-
emy I know nothing. Of Napier I know nothing.
Of Smith I prefer to say nothing. Of Williams I do
express the beliel that his treatment was impartial
and just. He was regularly and rightly found de-
ficient and duly dismissed. The article seems to
imply that he should not have been *‘found® and
dismissed simply because he was a negro. A Very
shallow reason indeed, and one *““no fair-minded
man’’ will for an . instant entertain.

Of four years’ life at the Academy, I spent the
first with Smith, rooming with him. During the
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first half year Williams was also in the corps with
us. The two f lowing years I was alone. The next
and last year of my course I spent with Whitta]{:ar,
of South Carolina. I have thus had an opportunity
to become acquainted with Smith’s conduet and that
of the cadets toward him. Smith had trouble 111}[1‘{-.1'
myv own eves on more than one oceasion, and Whit-
taker* has already received blows in the face, but I
have not had so much as an angry word fo u_tl'ﬂ'.
There is a reason for all this, and had ©* Niger Nigro-
rum’’ been better acquainted with it he had mnever
made the blunder he has.

T eannot venture more on the treatment of colored
cadets generally without disregarding the faet thaf
this is i}llrf-l_ﬁ,' a narrative of my own treatment z}IId
life at West Point. To go further into that subjeect
would involve much difference of opinion, hard feel-
ings in certain quarters, and would canse a painful
and needless controversy.

— C—

# Johneon Chestnut Whittaker, of Camden, SBouth Carolina, ap-
pointed to fill vacancy created by Smith’s dismiseal, after sew'urfil
white candidates so appointed had failed, entered Il:::' Academy in
September, 1876, Shortly after entering he was struck in 1!“‘_! face 1‘@'
a young man from Alabama for sneering at him, as he 5:1511. while
{'I:i-"i:i'dll'l_‘_'.hi' him. Whittaker immediately reported the affair to the
cadet officer of the day, by whose efforts this belligerent ;*.1::1Jilt11:1
gentleman was brought before a court-martial, tried, found guilty,
and suspended for something over six months, thus being compelled
to join the next elass that entered the Academy.




CHAPTER XI.
RESUME,

J ULY L, 18761 Only one year more ; and yet how
wearily the days come and go ! How anxionsl y
‘m‘- watch them, how eagerly we count them as i}ir:‘v'
glimmer in the distance. and forcet thtf.m:us I'h:*:»r
fade! What joyous antieipation, what confident {x
pectation, what hope animates each soul, each heart
eagﬂh l}eiqg of ns! What enr_*mlrugmnc:nt to shldﬁ:'
this longing, this impatience gives _us, as if it has-
11'31112?11..1'}11?: coming finale! And who felt it more
than 1?7 Who could feel it more than I? To me it
was to be not only an end of study, of {Iiﬁ:-ip]illﬁ nl;
obedience to the regulations of the ,-"L{":E:IDIIH'.-i}t‘.t'f;
even an end to isolation, to tacit persecution, to mel-
:1‘1*1:*]11_1[}-'. to suspense., It was to be the grand realiza-
tion Ui: my hopes, the utter, the inevitable defeat :.:f
the minions of pride, prejudice, caste. Nor would
such consummation of hopes affect me only, or those
:f'l_I‘mIlIlil. me, Nay, even I was but the ?]n}int of
‘ primitive disturbance,”” whence emanates as if
1_' rom a focus, from a new origin, prayer, friendly and
nrmmmj, to be focused again into realization on one
side éfml discomfiture on the other. My friends nw:
enemies, centre their hopes on me. T treaf 1F|ﬂmr
one with earnest endeavor for realization. the ntllm}l‘
with supremest indifference, They are deviated .wit-h
arying anxiety on either side, and hence my joy,

=
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my gratitude, when I find, July 1, 1876, that I am a
first-classman.

A first-classman ! The beginning of realization,
for had I not distanced all the colored cadets before
me ? Indeed I had, and that with the greater pros-
pect of ultimate success gave me double cause for
rejoleing.

A first-classman ! ¢ There’s something prophetic
in it,”> for behold

“The country begins to be agitated by the approaching graduation
of young Flipper, the colored West Point cadet from Atlanta. If he
suceeeds in getting into the aristocratic cireles of the official army
there will be a commotion for a certainty. Fiipper i destined to be
Jamous,"

Such was the nature of the many editorials which
appeared about this time, summer of *76. The cir-
cumstance was unusual, unexpected, for it had been
predicted that only slanghter awaited me at that
very stage, because Smith had failed just there, just
where I had not.

“ Henry Flipper, of Atlanta, enjoys the distinction of being the
only negro cadet that the government is cramming with food and
knowledge at West Point. e stands forty-sixth in the third class,
which includes eighty-five cadets. A correspondent of the New
York TVmes says that, while all concede Flipper's progress, yet it is
not believed that he will be allowed to graduate. No negro has
passed out of the institution a graduate, and it is believed that Flip-
per will be eventually slaughtered in one way or another.  The rule
gmong the regulars is : No darkeys need apply.”

Or this :

¢ @mith's dismiseal leaves Henry Flipper the sole cadet of eolor at
West Point. Flipper's pathway will not be strewn with roses, and
we shall be surprised if the Radicals do not compel him, within a
vear, to seek refuge from a sea of troubles in his father's quiet shoe
shop on Decatur Btreet.”
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Isn’t_it strange how some people strive to drac
every thing into politics!| A political reason is as-
signed to every thing, and *‘ every thing is pz'}liiicsf’
: Th? many editors who have written on the sub-
ject of the colored cadets have, with few exceptions
f(r:”i':l‘l."f{“ll the more prejudiced and H:'!l.‘]‘.‘{'ﬁ"-‘l-'.—lIlil'l(.i.(_;i.:-i
critics who have attribufed every thing, ill-treatment
E‘f{‘.., to a matural aversion for the '1’1(*11;1'”. and tf;
;[mhti al reasons. They seem to think it jr;l[)USSHJIE
for one to discharge a duty or to act with justice in
any thing where a negro is concerned. Now this is
unchristian as well as hasty and undeserved. As I
have said elsewhere in my narrative, aside from the
authorities being de facto “ officers and ;rnnt]n-mpn 7
and therefore morally bound to discharce faithf ﬁl?lv
every duty, they are under too great a n:-spnnsilﬁi
ity to permit them to act as some have asserted for
them, to compel me “ to seek refuge from a sea of
fl‘(lt[.f}l'f}r‘i_‘” or to cause me to ““ be eventually slaugh-
tered in one way or another.”> Who jmhrf;::a Ihmf is
not disposed to judge fairly, but rather as suits some
pet idea of his own, to keep up prejudice and :;.ll its
curses.

: It would be more Christian, and therefore more
Just, I apprehend, to consider both sides of the gues-
tion, the authorities and those under them. Other a.n:ﬂ
better reasons would be found for some things which
have ocenrred, and reasons which would not be based
on falsehood, and which would not tend to perpet-
uate the fﬁfmflict of right and prejudice. My own
success will prove, I hope, not only that I had suffi-
cient ability to graduate—which ‘l}y the way none
have questioned—but also that the authorities were
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not as some have depicted them. This latter proof
is important, first, because it will remove that fear
which has deterred many from seeking, and even
from accepting appointments when offered, to which
determent my isolation is largely due ; and second,
because it will add another to the already long list
of evidences of the integrity of our national army.
To return to the last quotation. Immediately after
the dismissal of Smith, indeed upon the very day of
that event, it was rumored that I intended to resign.
T learned of the rumor from various sources, only
one of which I need mention.
I was on gnard that day, and while off duty an
officer high in rank came to me and invited me to
visit him at his quarters next day. I did so, of
course. His first words, after greeting, ete., were to
question the truth of the rumor, and before hearing
my reply, to begme to relinquish any such intention.
He was kind enough to give me much excellent
advice, which I have followed most religiously. He
assured me that prejudice, if it did exist among my
instructors, would not prevent them from treating
me justly and impartially. I am proud to testify
now to the truth of his assurance. IHe further
assured me that the officers of the Academy and of
the army, and especially the older ones, desired to
have me graduate, and that they would do all within
the legitimate exercise of their authority to promote
that end. This assurance has been made me by offi-
cers of nearly every grade in the army, from the gen-
eral down, and has ever been carried out by them
whenever a fit occasion presented itself.
Surely this is not discouraging. Surely, too, it
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18 not causing me ‘“to seek refuge from a sea of
troubles.” We need only co back to ﬂu.}. :;11;‘1;1[‘].‘
r;unf'ml from the Zra, and given in Chapter I‘IT .ttr
find :‘Eﬂj*xl:l;:n:niun for this eonduet. | | s
* We know that any young man, whether he be
poOr Or black, or both, may enter any first-class ;'f}.] s
lege in America and find warm .'-i"n.'Ifll_}.EH]ll:Jil‘. It'ri;-=ml~;
IJ(_?[']‘l among students and i';u-uih; if e but -.:,rr o
'?“”:"f*'f: i ! o be possessed of some f;:;mifygumf ilie ~. f £
This is the keynote to the whole thinu-_- {‘.'nler must
not expect to do as one pleases, wlwrlw;[hut‘ be 1'iff1-1f
or wrong, or right according to some fanatical lllec:;' |
and notwithstanding to be dealt with in a manni?;'
warranted only by the strictest notion of right W:v
must force others to treat us as we wish l:s .wivinf;
them srml} an example of meekness and n% ﬂ':uf;i cmltj
;}:{lf::sfm” :11" ;If:"d!-&F shame them into a Iﬁm .tre.alt—
11.31.-._;11;.-,‘“' I'his is the safer and surer method of
L :} herefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him : if
he thirst, give him drink ; for in so doing thou a-h!alt
heap coals of fire on his head.” % i
5 To proceed : T am undoubtedly a first-classman
None other has enjoyed that eminence. '_[‘11;1:1'-3 iil‘L:"
many honors and responsibilities incident to t;mrﬂ
position or rank. First-classmen have authorit lt
times over their fellow-cadets. How will it be uien
I come to have that authority ? Will that same cold
ness and distance be manifested as hi'[.!mrr.::f' i |1jl“‘i-;
are important questions. I shall be hr{nwl;t 11{1{3‘;:
sarily into eloser relations with the 1':|:.'lf.1!'.~: l']l:u]J IJP:
fore. How will they aceept such 1-f_-11:|,tiun.~qi11pfl Th;=
greatest proof of their personal c-um'if:.ﬁons ;.vill bE;
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manifested in their conduet here. If they evade my
authority, or are stubborn or disobedient, then are
their convictions unfriendly indeed. But if kind,
generons, willing to assist, to advise, to obey, to re-
speet myself as well as my office, then are they, as I
ever believed them to be, gentlemen in all that rec-
ognizes no prejudice, no caste, nothing inconsistent

with manhood.

There ave certain privileges accorded to first-class-
men which the other classes do not enjoy. The pri-
vates of the first class do duty as officers of the
ouard, as company officers at company and battalion
drills. at light battery drills, and at other drills and
In all these cases they have command

ceremonies.
These cadets are subject to their

of other cadets.
orders and are liable to be reported—indeed such is

required—for disobedience, stubbormness, or for any
thing prejudicial to good order and good discipline.
In this fact is a reason—the only one, I think,
which will in any manner account for the unpardon-
able reserve of many of the cadets. To be subject to
me, to my orders, was to them an unbearable torture.
As they looked forward to the time when I should
exercise command over them, they could mnot help
feeling the mortification which would be upon them.
[ must modify my statement. They may be prej-
udiced, and yet gentlemen, and if gentlemen they
will not evade authority even though vested in me.
We go into camp at West Point on the 17th of
June, '76, for ten days. During all that time I enjoy
all the privileges of first-classmen. Nothing.is done
to make it unpleasant or in any way to discourage
or dishearten me, - We go to Philadelphia. We visit
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the Centennial, and there not only is the same kind-
ness shown me, but I find a number of cadets accost
me whenever we meet, on the avennes and streets,
on the grounds and in the ecity. They ask ques-
tions, converse, answer questions. This oeeurred
several times at the Southern Restaurant, as well as
elsewhere. After the parade on the 4th of July,
every kindness was shown me. Those cadets near
me bought lemons, lemonade, ete, and shared with
me, and when, on another occasion, I was the pur-
chaser, they freely partook of my ** good cheer.”’
What conclusion shall I draw from this? That they
are uniriendly or prejudiced ? T fain would drop my
pen and burn my manuscript if for even an instant I
thought it possible. And yet how shall T explain
away this bit of braggadocio in the words italicized
in this article from the Philadelphia Z%mes 2

* The Color Line.—One of the first-classmen is Mr. Flipper, of
Georgia, a young colored man. ‘We don't have any thing to do
with him off duty,’ said one of the cadets yesterday. ' We don't
even speak to him. Of course we have to eat with him, and drill
with him, and go on guard with him, but that ends it. Outside of
duty, we don’t know him.’ “Is he intelligent?’ *Yes: ho stands
high in his class, and I see no reason to doubt that he will rraduate
next June. He has the negro features strongly developed, but in
color lie is rather light.” "’

Easily enough, I think. In the first place the
statement is too broad, if made by a cadet, which I
very much doubt. There are some of that *we®
who do know me outside of duty. And if a cadet
made the statement he must have been a plebe, one
unacquainted with my status in the corps, or one
who, strenuously avoiding me himself, supposed all
others likewise did so. The cadet was not a first-
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classman. There is a want of information in his last
answer which could not have been shown by a first-
classman.

Again, he says we ‘“‘go on guard with him.”
Now that is untrue, as I understand it, The word
“with ”’ would imply that we were on gnard in the
same capacity, viz., as privates. But first-classmen
do no guard duty in that capacity, and hence not
being himself a first-classman he conld not have been
on guard ¢ with”” me. If he had said ‘‘ under him,”
his statement would have been nearer the truth.

After a stay of ten days in Philadelphia, we re-
turn to West Point, and still the same respect is
shown me, There is but little more of open recog-
nition, if any, than before, and yet that I am re-
spected is shown in many ways. See, for example,
the latter part of ehapter on ** Treatment.”’

Again, during my first year I many times over-
heard myself spoken of as ‘“the nigger,” *the
moke,”” or ‘*‘ the thing.”” Now openly, and when
my presence was not known, I always hear myself
mentioned as Mr. Flipper. There are a few who use
both forms of address as best suits their convenience
or ineclination at the time. But why is it?% Why

not *‘ nigeer,” “moke,” or °*thing” as formerly ?
Is there, can there be any other reason than that they
respect me more now than then? I am most unwill-

ing to believe there could be.

We begin our regular routine of duties, etc. We
have practical military engineering, ordnance, artil-
lery, practical astronomy in field and permanent ob-
servatories, telegraphy, and guard. We are detailed
for these duties. Not the least distinetion is made.

8




174 THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT.

Not the slightest partiality is shown. Always the
same regard for my feelings, the same respect for me !
See the case of gabion in the chapter on ¢ Treat-
ment."’

At length, in my proper order, I am detailed for
officer of the guard. True, the cadets expressed
some wondermenf, but why ? Simply, and reason-
ably enough too, because I was the first person of
color that had ever commanded a cuard at the Mil-
itary Academy of the United States. It is but a nat-
ural ecuriosity, And how am I treated? Is my
authority recognized ? Indeed it is. My stargum‘it-
not only volunteered to make out the guard report
for me, but also offered any assistance T might want,
aside from the discharge of his own duty as sergeant
of the gnard. Again, a number of plebes were con-
fined in the gnard tents for grossness and careless-
ness. I took their names, the times of their impris-
onment, and obtained permission to release them. I
was thanked for my trouble. Again, a cadet’s
father wishes to see him. He is inarrest. I get per-
mission for him to visit his father at the guard tents.
I go to his tent and tell him, and start back to my
post of duty. He calls me back and thanks me.
Must I call that natural aversion for the negro, or
even prejudice ¢ Perhaps it is, but I eannot so com-
prehend it. If may have that construection, but as
long as the otheris possible it is generous to accept it.
And again, I am ordered to report a cadet. I do it.
[ am stigmatized, of conrse, by some of the low ones
(see that case nnder *‘ Treatment’) ; but my conduet,
both in obeying the order and subsequently, is ap-
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proved by the better portion of the corps. The com-
mandant said to me: *° Your duty was a plain one,
and you discharged it properly. You were entirely
right in reporting Mr. ——."' What is the conduct
of this cadet himself afterwards? If different at all
from what it was before, it is, in my presence at
least, more cordial, more friendly, more kind. Still
there is no ill-freatment, assuming of course that my
own eonduct is proper, and not obtrusive or over-
bearing. And so in a multitude of ways this fact is
proved. I have noticed many things, little things
perhaps they were, but still proofs, in the conduct of
all the eadets which remove all doubt from my mind.
And yet with all my observation and careful study
of those around me, I have many times been unable
to decide what was the feeling of the cadets toward
me. Some have been one thing everywhere and at
all times, not unkind or ungenerous, nor even unwill-
ing to hear me and be with me, or near me, or on
duty with me, or alone with me. . Some again, while
not avoiding me in the presence of others have never-
theless manifested their nneasy dislike of my prox-
imity. When alone with me they are kind, and all
[ could wish them to be. Others have not only
strennously avoided me when with their companions,
but have even at times shown a low disposition, a
desire to wound my feelings or to chill me with their
coldness. But alone, behold they know how to
mimic gentlemen. The Kkind of treatment which I
was to receive, and have received at the hands of the
cadets, has been a matter of little moment to me.
True, it has at times been galling, but its severest
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effects have been but temporary and have eaunsed me
no considerable trouble or inconvenience, I have
rigidly overlooked it all.

The officers, on the contrary, as officers and gen-
tlemen, have in a manner been bound to aceord me
precisely the same privileges and advantages, ete.,
which they granted the other cadets, and they have
ever done so. | ‘

I must confess my expeetations in this last have
been most positively unfulfilled, and I am glad of it.
The various reports, rumors, and gossips have thus
been proved not only false but malicious, and that
proof is of considerable consequence. That they
have not been unkind and disposed to ill-treat me
may be readily inferred from the number of demerits
I have received, and the nature of the offences for
which those demerits were given. They have never
taken it npon themselves to watch me and report me
for trifling offences with a view of giving me a bad
record in conduet, and thereby seeuring my dis-
missal, for one hundred demerits in six months
means dismissal. They have ever acted impartially,
and, ignoring my color, have accorded me all im-
munities and privileges enjoyed by other cadets,
whether they were allowed by regulations or were
mere acts of personal favor. Of the majority of the
adets T can speak likewise, for they too have power
to spy out and report.

As to treatment in the section-room, where there
were many opportunities to do me injustice by giv-
ing me low marks for all recitations, good or bad,
for instance, they have scrupulously maintained
their honor, and have treated me there with exact
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justice and impartiality. This is not a matter of

opinion. I can give direct and positive proof of its
truthfulness. In the chapter on ‘‘ Studies,”” in the
record of marks that proof can be found, my marks
per recitation, and the average are good. By rank
in section is meant the order of my mark—that is,
whether best, next, the next, or lowest. Are these
marks not good? In law, for example, once I re-
ceived the eighth out of nine marks, then the fifth,
the first, second, third, first, first, and so on.
Surely there was nothing in them to show I was
marked low either purposely or otherwise.

My marks in the section for each week, month,
and the number of men in each section, afford the
means of comparison between the other members of
the section and myself. Andmy marks are not only
evidence of the possession on my part of some * good
faculties,”” but also of the honor of my instructors
and fellow-members of section.

What manner of freatment the ecadets chose to
manifest toward me was then of course of no account.
But what is of importance, and great importance too,
is how they will treat me in the army, when we have
all assumed the responsibilities of manhood, coupled
with those of a public servant, an army officer. Of
course the guestion cannot now be answered. I feel
nevertheless assured that the older officers at least
will not stoop to prejudice or caste, but will aceord
me proper treatment and respect. Men of respon-
sibility are concerned, and it is not presumable that
they will disregard the requirements of their profes-
sions so far as to ill-treat even myself. There is
none of the recklessness of the student in their ac-
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til?nﬁ, and they cannot but recognize me as ha
8 ]llfft claim upon their ;g;f']r}{l-wi]i and honor, '
~']_he year wears away—the last year it is too—and
I find myself near graduation, with every prospect
n.[’ success. And from the beginning to the t-.losle rn
!Ift? has been one not of trouble, ]‘H_‘l'::-if.‘f'llT.iHIl or purs-
ishment, but one of isolation onlv. True r:'1 an un-
ﬂll‘l"]‘f:’dtili’ll{"{-l nature such a life must have ‘hml many
anxieties and trials and displeasures, and, :1“]!:3!;1"".}1
1t was so with me, I have nothing more than 1|111'-T'Jf
which to complain. And if such a life has Im.r:I .irfs
unpleasant features, it has also had its plenwzu&
ones, of which not the least, T think. was tllé ;nn-l
smnj:ly growing prospect of ultir:mi'e triumrph
;lg“al{l, f_hﬂse who have watched my course and h‘irel
seen 1 1fs success the falsity of certain 1‘¥?i1:1:‘fiﬂ t:’m:
not have been otherwise than overjoved at ir. :1; t.il{‘
thongh tardy, vindication of truth. I rvi'm'f*.»'jl'wr-iall;
to wr-r_*!'flill erroneous ideas which are or WE_‘;'E". E;XIHI{E
concerning the treatment of eolored cadets. in which
1t 18 claimed that color decides their fate. (See cha .:u
ter on ** Treatment.’”) b
| I hope my success has proved that not color of
face, but color of character alone can decide Hurh.'m
que:?t-iou. It is character and nothing el::.ze. that ﬁ-iil
merit a harsh treatment from g‘ﬂl‘l?lﬂﬂ'lﬁn and of
course it must be a bad character. If uﬂman is a
man, wn homme eomime il faut, he need fear ‘l'lﬁ
111-!'+!‘{=.nf'men t from others of like calibre, .Gm}ri emen
avold persons not gentlemen. Resentment is nutﬁ
characteristic of gentlemen. A gentlemanly Hiltl.ll';-‘.
must shrink from it. There 111:13;' be in it a nurtaiﬁ

ving

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 179

amount of what is valgarly termed pluck, and per-
haps courage. But what of that? Everybody
more or less admires pluck. Everybody worships
courage, if it be of a high order, but who allows that
pluck or even courage is an excuse for passion or its
consequences ¢ The whites may admire pluck in the
negro, asinother races,but they will never admit un-
warrantable obtrusiveness, or rudeness, Or grossness,
or any other ungentlemanly trait, and no more in the
negro than in others. This is quite just. A negro
would not allow it even in another.

I did not intend to diseuss social equality here,
but as it is not entirely foreign to my subject 1 may
be pardoned a word or so npon it.

Social equality, as I ecomprehend if, must be the
natural, and perhaps gradual, outgrowth of a simi-
larity of instincts and qualities in those between
whom it exists. That is to say, there can be no
social equality between persons who have nothing in
common. A civilized being would not aceept a sav-
age as his equal, his socius, his friend. If would
be repugnant to mature. A savage is a man, the
image of his Maker as much so as any being. He
has all the same rights of equality which any other
has, but they are political rights only. He who
buried his one talent to preserve it was not deemed
worthy to associate with him who increased his five
to ten. So also in our partieular case. There are
different orders or classes of men in every civilized
community. The classes are politically equal, equal

in that they are free men and citizens and have all
the rights belonging to such station. Among the




180 THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT.

several classes there can be no social equality, for
they have nothing socially in common. although the
members of each class in itsell may have,

Now in these recent years there has been a oreat
clamor for rights. The elamor has reached West
Point, and, if no bad results have come from 1t
materially, West Point has nevertheless received s
bad reputation, and I think an undeserved one. as
respects her treatment of colored cadets.

A right must depend on the capacity and end or
aim of the man. This capacity and end may, and
ought fo be, moral, and not political only. Egqual
capacities and a like end must give equal rights, and
unequal capacities and unlike ends unequal rights,
morally, of course, for the political end of all men is
the same. And therefore, since a proper society is
a moral institution where a ecertain uniformity of
views, aims, purposes, properties, etc.. is the object,
there must be also a uniformity or equality of rights,
for otherwise there would be no society, no social
equality.,

This, Tapprehend, is precisely the state of affairs in
our own country. Among those who, claiming social
equality, elaim it as a right, there exists the greatest
possible diversity of creeds, instinets, and of moral
and mental conditions, in which they are widel ¥
different from those with whom they eclaim this
equality. They can therefore have no rights s cially
in common ; or, in other words, the social equality
they claim is not a right, and ought not to and can-
not exist under present cireumstances, and any law
that overreaches the moral reason to the contrary
must be admitted as unjust if not impolitie.
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But it is color, they say, color only, which i.:li_.‘h.‘f'-

mines how the negro must be treated. _Uuh‘frr is his
misfortune, and his treatment must be l_us m lsfurlnn{e
also. Mistaken idea ! and one of which we should
speedily rid ourselves. It may be .GU].HI‘ in some
cases, but in the great majority _nf instances 1t 1s
mental and moral condition. Little or 1o edllliz:}-
tion, little moral refinement, and all their r?]}."ku eE
consequences will never be :1:'1'11.::@& as equals ”.
education, intellectual or moral. Cole .1'1.~?":1l_r.-_:n111iwl},
nothing in the consideration of the guestion, unless
we mean by it not color of skin, but I.*HIHI‘ of char-
acter, and 1 fancy we can find considerable color
. Ilt'é.h:ls' heen said that my success at West 'l‘uint-
would be a grand victory in the way of tfquul 1*1g|.|t:-;,
meaning, I apprehend, social 1'Eght':~1, fwr_-m.l equality,
inasmuch as all have, nunder existing Izu}'s, Et’j_ll::’ll
political rights. Doubtless [there is much [truth in
the idea. If, however, we consider 1:]}@ two races
generally, we shall see there is no such right, no SI}E]I
social 1-'|:r_rht, for the very basis of such a right, viz.,
a similarity of tastes, instinets, and of H]E‘!‘I[ﬂ:l a‘ml
moral conditions, is wanting. Themental :_‘»]mlhi:l'lijy.'
especially is wanting, and as I].I.:I[ shapes and refines
the moral one, that too 1s wanting. .

To illustrate by myself, without any [,d't‘[tfl]ﬁl.““:"u
to selfishness. 1 have this right to social vquall_i}'.
for I and those to whom I claim to be equal are sim-
ilarly educated. We have ‘much in common, and
this fact alone creates my right to social and equal

A

ILH:?I]I;IIlI;):ll;i- yvoung gentlemen who boast of holding
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{}n] _; ki - L . k L
llpm}entﬁmml intercourse with their comrade, should
["(;] ; {1 that no one of them stands before the
1.1 .]_Tlll:l. m any different licht from him
:l_l‘:]itlrlﬂ‘t'l...nlzlff.'i_l by the uniform course of studies gt:ﬂ
: ‘: I‘: : p ) . St - M ¥ b ¥
o .Hlmnla_inti: c}:ri discipline, the separating fragments
: e end of the student life imils a .
: } 8 nt life carry similar liti
into the life befor B e e
2 life before them, and step wi
: : m, f step with almost r
markable soeial ity i - e s
2 soclal equality into the wor i
al : \ > world where they
I]’]lll-‘ .1 L . a8 ™ - - h? IE
must find their level.”—Philadelphic North -']L.r'w?r
tean, July Tth, 1876. | e
If we * this t
s @ :111}1}]} this to the people as a unit, the sim
arity no longer exists, The ri e
16 richt. therefore y
R ght, therefore, also
: .
Peg I?lE& step claimed to have been made by mv suc
- S : : 2 S ." . ¥ s
b Psﬁlg?ﬁ due }{1 %Iumtmn, and not to my position
rducation a ‘est Poi b son
8 nf, rather than :
other place ; so that i > - . an at some
ace; so that it follows if ther
( ‘ 1ere be ed i
el : S > edueation
”1111111.- _Inlt ntal and moral eondition of the elaimants i‘{,:-
oo % = v i L
i ;rh. 1t hf- a proper one, there will necessarily be
e & equality, and under other circumstances th 11';
an be no such equality. sl
Ty ]:‘.r r
tvemember, dear friend,”’ says ¢ '
T Wi IT,F friend,” says a correspondent,
 cha yod ‘arTy an unusual responsibility. The
atlon 1s Inferested in what vou do. If 5’(;11 wi1
- - . = - X E : 1
;ﬁ;:lr (]Jplnmnbr}mu enemies lose and your friends
fftﬁv : onel very important point in the great argumeu]:
o r:}p;?l ;lghi‘ﬁ. When you shall have demonstrated
at you have equal powers, tl ights-
. £ S, then equal rights wi
come in due time. Thew 'whi ekt
! ), 1e work which von hav
e *h 3 1ave chosen
hm}ﬂ; :.-.m f.\ hich you cannot now flinch without (“‘ii
o "f“" proves far more important than either vou dr
 (Faculty at A. U.) at first conceived. Like all
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great things its achievement will involve much of

trial and hardship.”

Alas ! howtrue! What a trial it is to be socially
ostracized, to live in the very midst of life and yet be
lonely, fo pass day after day without saying per-
haps a single word other than those used in the sec-
tion-room during a recitation. How hard it is to live
month after month without even speaking to woman,
swithout feeling or knowing the refining influence of
her presence ! What a miserable existence !

Oh ! 'tis hard, this lonely living, to be
In the midst of life so solitary,
T =it all the long, long day through and gaze
In the dimness of gloom, all but amazed
At the emptiness of life, and wonder
What keeps sorrow and death aEuinier,
"Tis the forced scclusion most galls the mind,

A'nd sours all other joy which it may find.

"Tis the sneer, tho® half hid, is bitter st ill,

And wakes dormant anger to passion’s will.

Tut oh ! *tis harder yet to bear them all

Unangered and unheedful of the thrall,

To list the jeer, the snarl, and epithet

All too base for knaves, and e'en still forget

Such words were spoken, too manly to let

Such baseness move a nobler intellect.

But not the words nor e’en the dreader disdain

Move me to anger or resenting pain.

"Pis the thought, the thought most disturbs my mind,

That I'm ostracized for no fanlt of mine,

'Tis that ever-recurring thought awakes

Mine anger—

Such a life was mine, not indeed for four years,
but for the earlier part of my stay at the Academy.
But to return to our subject. There are two

questions involved in my case. One of them is, Capn
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a negro graduate at West Point, or will one ever
graduate there ? And the second, If one never grad-
uate there, will it be because of his color or

1i 1:1‘!*1'11.
dice ? J

: My own success answers most conclusively the
fu:.ur question, and changes the nature of the airtJu_*r,
Was it, then, color or actual deficiency that caused
the dismissal of all former colored cadets? 1 .*:Im.]I
not venture to reply more than to say my opinion is
{h'-{im*fhlfﬁ from what I have said elsewhere in my
narrative. ]
However, my correspondent agrees with me that
color is of no consequence in considering the question
_“f equality socially. My friends, he e Y8, gain an
im p«:?rf'ﬂnt point in the argument for {‘(il'l:l]-l'jf.,“}ll-‘:‘.
It will be in this wise, viz., that want of edueation,
want of the proof of equality of intellect. is the
obstacle, and not color. And the only 1':11:* to get
this proot is to get education, and not hy war of
races.”” Equal rights must be a ¢-e.r1r:|-;'[rt;a1g:-:_- of this
proof, and not something existing before it Equal
rights will come in due time, civil rights bill, war of
races, or any thing of that kind to the {’.ﬂl'lf'l'zlll'j.' not-
withstanding,
_ Apd moreover, I don’t want equal rights, but
identical rights. The whites and blacks may have
equal rights, and yet be entirely independent, or
estranged from each other. The two 1aces cannot
live in the same country, under the same laws as they
now do, and yet be absolutely independent of each
other. There must, there should, and there will be
a mutual dependence, and any thing that tends to
create independence, while it is thus so manifestly
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impossible, can engender strife f‘l!i.illﬁ between tl nm
On the other hand, whatever brings them into closer
relationship, whatever increases t‘hmr ]-:11:1';.1.1."1&{_1;___';5-. :11-1f1
appreciation of fellowship and its positive }1]1.]]:01:!.-—
ance. must necessarily tend to remove all prejudices,
and all ill-feelings, and bring the w0 races, :ll'}fl in-
deed the world, nearer that degree of }:}E!J‘{E{?fl:ll‘l to
which all things show us it is :1ppru;w}1mg. ] llF.'l‘ll?‘:—.
fore T want identical rights, for equal rights may not
5 5“?1”11*: IfLs:nr you, Henry, more than any one 1 know

of. to demonstrate to the world around us, in this

part of it at least (the North), the f?f]_llﬂi.H}' of 111.l:+;-1—
You win by your uprightness and

¢t in the races.
o hat

intellicence, and it cannot be {}“ll_'l:"-‘n.'.lHt_'- than t
von will gain respect and confidence. 4 A
" Thus a lady correspondent (Miss M. E. H., Dur-
ham Centre, bt.} encourages, thus she leeps up
the desire to graduate, to demonstrate to the world
“ the equality of intellect in t’h:& mf:es,” Jf-hilt-ﬂ(}jﬁ
color but the want of this proof in this seml-hm}ml-
ons people is the obstacle to their being ::ec:-ngmzed
as social equals. A tremendous task! Not so
much to prove such an equality — for that had
already been abundantly {1{‘Il'llm.-'I'I‘HT*_’I].—!!LLI'. |'nt1.m-1'
to show the absurdity and impracticability ol preju-
dice on account of color; or, in other n::u‘:k-_-:* that
there is no such prejudice. It is p:-vjurdwu on ac-
count of non-refinement and non-education.

As to how far and how well I have discharged
that duty, my readers, and all others who may be
in any manner interested in me, must judge from my
narrative and my career at West Point. Assuring
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all that my ende:

avor has been to act as most be
a gentleman, and with Christian forbe
regard all unfriendliness
subject, this gener
hands of the cax
desire that it

comnes
arance to dis-
or prejudice, I leave this
al résumé of my treatment at the
lets, and my own conduet, with the

be ecriticised impartially if deemed
worthy of eriticism at all.

 Reporter.—Have you any more

“ Captain H—. - -Only one—He
of Georgia. He is a well-built lad
bright, intelligent, and studions.

“ Beporter.—Do the ¢
as they did Smith ?

“ Caplain H.—— —No, sir -
is more popular,
he will get through all right.”’
July, 1874.

colored cadets?
nry O. Flipper,
, amulatto, and is

adets dislike him as much

I am told that he
I have heard of no doubt but that

—New York Herald,

CHAPTER XIL
PLEASURES AND PRIVILEGES.
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i -, ¥ i q " .+ i - ‘-..\ :
rlll} o have ¢¢ Saturday afternoon priy ileges,
hus we ha g
i 1 % 117 srERS
e 1 are not supposed to
The cadets are encamped and are it i
leave their camp save by Ppermission. e 1.f for a
sion is_granted by GHSLTS e be obtained
. . ® 0 s - - L} 't L‘an al k
3 rily denied 1 :
eason it be temporarily denied 1 .
1ea.ﬁ it?* for some specified time. Such pe 1
AL o i “ permit’’ for a partic-
sion or privilege obtained by P o A e
3 is known as “‘ class privileges,” iz
S ss that submits and gets
bF’ e‘l‘ljU\’E{l onlv .h:'!." Hle l-"-in'-.lb-':"h that ¢ b
the permit. . - e P E—
¢ Pirst-class privileges”’ permit all _11.1-1 b
the first class to leave camp at any UIme Boprideon
t1 ﬂ-ﬂl] -1“11 retreat l""{l"l"!_!l_ when on IIE“ ¥, Al 0 l-. 1-.-
A iq i 4 L1 " ! : . . ] . i ] .11;1_
advantace of the usnal * Saturday dftt{nn{;npigﬂtq
: = T Ooaac =" BN
leces.”” which are allowed all classes and a =
= e T, -ever. cannot be enjoyed on the
rl‘]lf"‘ﬁi‘ ]]I'i‘r'llf."i::{_‘ﬁ? ]I.H"ﬁ ever, .: 2 ,.ith_
Sabl v except the first-class officers, w
Sabbath by any excep
ont special permission.
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The usual form of a permit is as follo WS

P S e =
Cadet A B ( West Porwt, N. Y., November fi, 1876
cHieh Amm— B=——UL—— has permisai _ ;

between the hours of 8 A, and -].Tp M ssion to walk on public lands

—
—— ———

Lient. -Chlonel: Few . ’
o= Colonel Férst Art i, (-I}i.irf.?'ﬁ {..:Jj?]“ r’.:f Cdals

¥

¥, .
['l"“"fl'irfl'!l.'ru'r.g f_.'.r,:-;l.:;.;u:,r“..y*l 4 1

By * Saturday aft i
) aturday afternoon privileges' is meant the

right or privilege :

{I;:lzr ;: Itfi'n 11-&@;; to walk on all public lands within
adet imits on Saturday after This i

i St lay alternoon. This includes

e privilege of visiting the ruins of old Fort

: utnam, which is not on limits. vileges

are ;jlllmwd throughout the year

e Sec lass being abser

L .md class being absent on f urlough dur-

g the encampment, of course have no

gy - -
These privileges

privileges.

Should any member of the el

the encam pment, he l.‘hjgii-ds -:.‘I:IE?HEE‘] present during
U"f_'lﬁ;}lf!m}' are ﬂx]_a]‘eixﬁh: :]rmiwll hi;n

s 111l -l ass riv Sty i L
T ;11{,{;}: ‘Im'lil.:{lﬁvﬁ.r; t-;-l.” not differ from ** first-
e T li' 24 -'1 -.i . 1at they cannot be taken
ige of on the Sabbath by any member

class, J ¥ member of the

ass privileges,”’

al ¥
}h[" fourth class as a class have no privileges
‘ Old Guard privileces? - privileges.

‘hi I eges” are certain privileges by
which all members of the “Old Guard? ';.E% c
em ) ©are ex-
gwﬁfd ._['[.?Ill ‘LII‘{ILII‘;:.,' on the day they I]J;I'r'h oft
1}1{1.-1&1.11:1“ ‘u.nfa o'clock, and are permittéﬂ to enjoy
o Di:‘-} similar to those of Saturday afternoon

B o T; 1 4 &l - 5 "

1 mh.t le same time. They also have the privile

of bathing at that time. 8 privilege

The baths are desig ;
iths are designated as © first,”” ““ second,”
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and “third.” The officers and non-commissioned
officers have the first baths, and the privates the
others.

Cadets who march off gnard on Sunday are re-
stricted in the enjoyment of their privileges to ex-
emption from duty on the Sabbath only. They may
take advantage of the other privileges on the follow-
ing Monday during the usual time, but are not ex-
eused from any duty. All members of the “0Old
Guard.”’ to whatever class they may belong, are
entitled to ¢ Old Guard privileges.”

Besides these there are other privileges which
are enjoyed by comparatively few. Such are ** Hop
managers’ privileges.” Hop managers’’ are per-
sons elected by their classmates from the first and
third classes for the management of the hops of the
summer. To enable them to discharge the duties of
their office, they are permitted to leave camp, when-
ever necessary, by reporting their departure and re-
turn.

Under pleasures, or rather sources of pleasure,
may be enumerated hops, (iermans, band practice,

those inecident to other privileges, suich as
¢ spooneying,”” or spooning.” The hops are the
enjoyment, and take place on Mon-

chief source of
days and Fridays, sometimes also on Wednesdays,

at the diseretion of the Superintendent.
Giermans are usually given on Saturday after-
ermit is necessary for every

and

noons, and a special p
one. These permits are usually cranted, unless
there be some duty or other cause to prevent.

Two evenings of every week are devoted to band
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1‘:1‘1‘1{.‘-]?11‘."5.‘, Tuesday evening for
Zlhm‘sda}-* evening for practice
intendent's quarters

Pmretim in camp, and
_ 1 front of the Super-
ments, if I may so tern ti[-ir mmiﬁﬂ sneee  enterfain-
i 1 mn,_hmetile effect of bring-
g i__, L H“n:.‘]j::mn;: laiﬂu-.’;s and ecadets ur-nml?v
peces I,f L m_r_gjr}‘ of leaving camp during the
enjoy 'i.hﬂnh_hl-vg:lltﬂ{_lea.‘afmnhle to assume that they
i p.m.r,u_“. - )n these evenings ““class privi-
;ﬂ},sem fﬁ.”“ ﬂ:. 1@ 1‘_11_'st'— and third-classmen to be
s :;:.I}(\-{’-illl. }1111 t_ll[. the practice is over. Some-
oy i e s e i Do
R Dk S 1at Wednesday evening
b ey g e i
: cie Hall.  All cadets are allow
it:i,wrﬁpnrtmg their departure and 1*@1:11?1:‘: e
g 1s under the sole management
although they are by no annz tl ;l'l e
Other privileges, more or Tn:u;.l i

The meet-
the cadets,
the sole participants.
imited, such as the
Ver purpose, must
ach case,

}tulﬂnm of class meetings for whate
e obtained by special permit in e

We have not much longer here to stay
T Only a month or two s
T'hen we'll bid farewell to cadet oray
And don the army blue ey
Army blue, army blue, we'll don

e the ;
We'll bid farewell to cadet he army blue,

gray and don the army blue,

To the ladies who com i
; : ome up in J
; We'll bid a fond adien, a4
And inr{pmg they will be married soon
We'll don the army blue. :

Army : :
y blue, army blue, we'll don the army blue

C ]. !r e
aArew to 1 ] t. ra 111 I Ml t e a 1 DS
.i k I ]J';i j L]] C L & ikl r;l.. E]. rmy 1

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 191

Addresses fo the Graduating Class of the U. 8. Military Academy, West
Point. N. Y., June 14th, 1877. Ly ProrFessor C. 0. THOMPSOX,
MasoR-GESERAL WINFIELD 8, HANCOCK, HoNORABLE GEORGE
W. McCrary, Seoretary of War, Masor-GENERAL Jomx M.
SeHOFIELD, Superintendent U, 8. Military Academy.

ADDRESS BY PROFESSOR O. 0. THOMPSON,
President of the Board of Visitors.

YouNg (JEXTLEMEN OF THE GRADUATING CrLass ; The courtesy
of your admirable Superintendent forbids a possible breach in an
ancient custom, and lays upon me, as the representative, for the mo-
ment, of the Board of Visitors, the pleasant duty of tendering to you
their congratulations on the elose of your academic career, and your
auspicious future.

The people of this country have a heavy stake in the prosperity
They recognize it as the very fountain of their
eome of their best methods of edu-
and common schools the

of this institation.
security in war, and the origin of
cation. And upon education in colleges
pillars of the State assuredly rest.

To participants and to bystanders, this ceremony of graduation is
as interesting and as exciting as if this were the first, instead of the
seventy-fifth oceurrence.  Every such oceasion is elothed with the
splendor of perpetual youth. The secret of your future success lies
in the impossibility of your entering into the experience of your pre-
decessors. Bvery man’s life begins with the rising sup, The world
would soon become a frozen waste but for the inextinguishable ardor
of youth, which believes success still to be possible where every
attempt has failed.

That courage which aveids s
edge, and dishonor by the fear of God, is

History is not life, but its reflection,

The great armies of modern times w
tories have been composzed of young men
acts the strategy of experienced commanders,

To bystanders, for the same and other reas
profoundly interesting.

For educated men who are true to honor and to tighteousness, the
world anxiously waits ; but an educated man who is false, the world
Tas good reason to dread. The best thing that can be said of this
Academy, with its long roll of heroes in war and in peace, is, that

ishness by the restraints of knowl-
the best hope of the world.

hich have won immortal vie-
who have tarned into historie

ons, the occasion is
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Although much {ime has elapsed since my eraduation here, and
by contact with the rugged cares of life some of the sharp edges of
recollection may have become dulled, yet I have mot lived long
enough to have forgotten the joy of that Dright period. You only
experience it to-day as I have felt it before you.

I have had some experience of life since, and it might be worth
something to you were I to relate it. But youth is sclf-confident and

jmpatient, and you may at present doubt the wisdom of listening to

cormons which you can learn at a Jater day.
You each feel that you have the world in a sling, and that it
would he wearisome to Jisten to the eroakings of the past, and ecspe-
cially from those into whose shoes vou soon expect 10 8iep. That is
the rule of life. The child growing into manhood, believes that its
judgment is better than the knowledge of its parents ; and yet if that
experience was duly considered, and its unselfish purposes believed
in, many shoals would be avoided,
in the journey of life, by the inexperienced but confident navigator.
You should not forget that there were as bright intellects, and men
who possessed equal clements of greatness in past generations as in
this, and that deeds have been performed in earlier times which, at
hest, the men of the present day can only hope 1o rival. Why then
should we not profit by the experiences of the past; and as our lives
are shot at best, tnetpad of [ollowing the Tuts of our predecessors,
start on the road of life where they left off, and not continue to
repeat their failures 7 I cannot say why, unless it proceeds from
the natural buoyancy of youth, self-confidence in its ability to over-
come all obstacles, and to carve out futures more dazzling than any
aneccesses of the past. In this there is a problem for youlo solve.
vet 1 may do well by acknowledging to you, to-day, that after an
no mean duration, soldiers of my length of ser-
vice feel convinced that they might have learned wisdom by listen-
ing to the experience of those who preceded them. Had they been
prepared to assume that experience as a fact at starting, and made
departures from it, instead of disregarding it, in the idea that there
was nothing worthy of note to he learned from a study of the past, it
would be safe to assume that they would have mude greater advances

otherwise certain to be met with

aetive military life of

in their day-.

Were I to give you my views in exlenso,
sion, I could only repeat what has peen well and vi
by distinguished persons in the past, in your hearin
the graduation of older classes than your own.

applicable to the occi-
gorously said here
g, on oeCasions of
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You are impatient, doubtless, as I was in your time, and if you
have done as my class did bef ore you, you have already thrown 1.:nur
books away, and only await the moment of the conelusion of t‘]mse
ceremonies to don the garb of the oficer or the civilian. The shell
of the cadet is too contracted o contain your impatient spirits,
Nevertheless, if you will listen but for a few minutes to the relation
of an old soldier, T will repeit of the lessons of experience a few of
those most worthy of your consideration,

There is but one comrade of my class remaining in active service
to-day, and I think I might as truly have said the same len years
-'I:J'__"I,'i,I

In the next thirty years, those

of you who live will gee that your
numbers have become sensit

ly reduced, if not in similar proportion,
Some will have studied, have kept up with the times, been ready
for service at the hour of their eountry’s call, been prepared E‘o
airrcomp]ish the purposes for which their education was given to
them.

Some will have sought the act

ive life of the frontiers, and been
also ready to perform their p

art in the hour of danger.
A few will have seized the passing honors.

It may have depended much upon opportunity amo
were well equipped for the oecasion,
tion :

ng those who
who gained the ereatest distine-
but it cannot for a moment be doubted that the roll of honor
in the future of this class will never agiin stand as it stands to-day.

It will be a struggle of life to determine who among you will keep
their standing in the contest for future honors and distinetions.

You who have been the better students here, and possessed the

greater natural qualities, have a start in the race : hut industry, study,
perseverance, and other qualities will continue to be important factors
in the future, as they have been in the past,

Through econtinuous mental, moral, and physical development,

Wwith progress in the direction of Your profession and devotion to
duty, lies the road to military glory ; and it may

qadily come to pass
that ** the race will not be to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, "
as you regard your classmates to-day.

It must be admitted, however, that great leaders are horn,

A rare combination of natural qualities causes men to develop
greatness. Education and training make them greater ; neverthe-

less, men with fewer natural qualities often succeed, with education

and training, when those more richly endowed fail to reach the
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your physical qualities as well as mental. Regard the education
acquired here as but rudimentary ; pursue your studies in the line of
your profession and as well in such other branches of science or lan-
guage as may best accord with your inclinations. It will make you
greater in your profession and cause you to be independent of it.
The laiter is but prudent in these practieal days,

Study to lead honorable, useful, and respected lives. Ewven if no
opportunity presents for martial glory you will not fail to find your
rewarid.,

Avoid the rocks of dissipation, of gamblingz, of debt : lead those
manly lives which will always find you in health in mind and body,
free from entanglements of whatever kind, and you may be assured
you will find your oppertunities for great serviees, when otherwize
you would have been overlooked or passed by, Such men are
known and appreciated in every army and out of it,

Knowledge derived from books may bring great distinetion out-
side of the field of war, as an expert in the lessons of the military
profession and in others, but the lessons of hard service are salutary
and necessary to give the soldier a pructical understanding of the world
and its ways as he will encounter them in war. I would advise you
to go when young to the plains—io the wilderness—seek active ser-
vice there, put off the days of indulgence and of case. Those should
follow years.
pursuit of a life in the open air with such adjuncts will go far to give
you health and the vigor to meet the demands to be made upon you
in trying campaigns, and to enable you to establish the physical con-
dition necessary to maintain a life of vigor such as a soldier requires,
You will by these means, too, avoid many of the temptations incident
to an idle life—all ealculated to win you from your usefulness in the
future, and by no means leave your books behind you,

When I graduated, General Scott, thinking possibly to do me a
service, asked me to what regiment I desired to be assigned; I
replied, to the regiment stationed at the most western post in the
United States. I was sent to the Indian Territory of to-day. We
had not then aequired California or New Mexico, and our western
boundary north of Texas was the one hundredth degree of longitude,

I know that that early frontier gervice and the opportunities for

Take with you to the frontier your dog, your rod and gun ; the

healthy and vigorous out-door exercise were of great advantage to
me in many ways, and would have been more so had I followed the
advice in reference to study that I have given to you.
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There are many ‘* extreme western'' posts to-day. I[. is_fll:llhr.:i*:
to eay which is the most western in the scaz_:-:u of 1]:fz1= tl::n .f“w:_;:m;:
India;.n frontiers did not as now, lie in the mrc:una&-u:m.._ :1:1i f e
circle ; but the Yellowstone will serve your ]111}:1105%! ‘tl'l- L; ,Hm.{hl” .
any of you wish to seek that service your !:}st{: will nl:ut‘ _In:l{I : l.m;m
eratify. for the hardest lessons will be certain to be VOl er :1}1 ) n'[,]-,
fi‘hr:r:; will be those who in the days .“E }‘{’1111:]1 m]% seek ; "]r.h:.} pi,r
places. They may have their appropriate duties there and do the

-o1l. but it may be considered a safe maxim that the indulgence
s i Rawe A man may not

of the present will have to be ;1:1'11_1. Fnr in the t‘uml'r.*: ol
atness by pursuing relirionsly the course I:ﬂ"-:. indz <
hut it will be safe to assume that when the roll rrf Lo

after a lenzth of service equal to mine, ]”.“
will have done their part well in public
closely followed these

acquire gre
as the best,
of your class is called
r:a'-.x:. if any of your number, :
cstimation save of those who shall have pretty
safe rules of life.

Gentlemen, I bid you welcome.

ADDRESS BY HON. G. . MeCRARY,

Secretary of War.

GESNTLEMEN OF THE GRADUATING CLAEE;: Although ni:;fﬂ sgutr;
of the programme arranged for these exercises, I f:nnnc:;.mﬂ” e,
say a word by way of greeting, and I would make it n.r; : gc{;::;si[}u
carnest a8 possible to you, gentlemen, one and all, upon tin E i

i ’ : people
eo interesting to you aswell asto the entire army, and to the peol

of the whole counlry. : Jegee
There are others here who will gpeak to you a8 80 1 e
and from whom vou will receive all counsel an
‘o from men who have distinguished themselves

1dicrs, to whom
vou will listen,

dmonition as g . K L et
% 1 of the ereatest armics the world has ever seen,

in the command WUTld Wit v e
and by the achievement of some of the grandest vietories Tec

upon the pages of history. ¥ i s
; 1 would speak to you as a cilizen ; and as such, I desire to assure

vou that you are to-day the centre of a general il:l.[t‘l‘:‘i:}[ pfrr‘t.']af:n:g;
;:1.-1-1-}- pm_-E of our entire country. It is il-ﬁlT. liuf :mn:.} ..a.lmui1 [';:1:~1:'
interested in the graduating class of 11b'||.‘ West 11}111{1 ] 11_.:—_\»
Academy, more than any other inslitution In the Iimd—- LI.[‘]ITII'JIL
is & national institution—one in which we have a natm_nnl pride. -
It is contrary to the policy of this country to keep in timne ¢

9

s
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peace a4 large standing army We have adopted what I think isa
wiser and better policy—that of edueating a large number of young
men in the seience of arms, so that they may be ready when the time
of danger comes. You will go forth from this occasion with your
commissions as Second Lieutenants in the army ; but I see, and I
know that the couniry sees, that if war should come, and large
armies should be organized and marshalled, we have here seventy-six
voung gentlemen, any one of whom ean command not only a com-
pany, but a brigade ; and I think I may say a division, or an army
corps.

The experience of the past teaches that I do not exaggerate when
I say this. At all events, such is the theory upon which our govern-
ment proceeds, and it is expeeted that every man who is educated in
this institution, whether he remains in the ranks of the army or not,
wherever he may be found and called upon, shall come and draw
hiz sword in defence of his country and her flag.

It is a happy coincidence that one hundred years ago to-day, on
the 14th of June, 1777, the Continental Congress passed the act which
fixed our national emblem as the stars and stripes. It is a happy
coincidence that you graduate upon the anniversary of the passage of
that act—the centennial birthday of the stars and stripes. I do not
know that it will add any thing to your love of the flag and of your
country. I doubt whether any thing woulld add to that ; but I refer
to this coincidence with great pleasure.

Gentlemen of the Graduating Class : T am not qualified to instruct
¥ou in your duties as soldiers, hut these is one thing I may say to
you, beeause it ought to be said to every graduating class, and to all
young men about to enter upon the active duties of life, and that is,
that the profession does not ennoble the man, but the man ennobles
the profession Behind the soldier is the man,

Character, young men, isevery thing ; without it, your edneation
iz nothing ; without it, your country will be disappointed in you.
GGo forth into life, then, finnly resolved to be true, not only to the
flag of yonr country, not only to the institutions of the land, not
only to the Union which our fathers establishied, and which the blood
of our countrymen has cemented, but to be true to yourselves and
the principles of honor, of rectitude, of temperance, of virtue, which
have always characterized the great and suceessful soldier, and must
alwnys characterize such a spldier in the future,
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ADDRESS BY MAJOR-GENERAL JONN M. SCHOFIELD,

Superintendent U, 8. Military Academy.

GENTLEMEN oF THE GRADUATING Crass: The agreeable duty
now devolves upon me of delivering to yon the diplomas which the
Academic Board have awarded you as Graduoates of the Military
Academy.

These diplomas you have fairly won by your ability, your indus-
try, and your obedience to discipline, You receive them, not as
favors from any body, but as the just and lawful reward of honest
and persistent efTfort,

You have merited, and are about to receive, the highest honors
attainable by young men in our country. You have won these hon-
ors by hard work and patient endurance, and you are thus prepared
to prize them highly. Unless thus fairly won, honors, like riches, are
of little value,

As you learn, with advancing years, to more fully appreciate the
value in life of the habits you have acquired of self-reliance, long-
sustained effort, obedience to discipline, and respect for lawful
authority, a value greater even than that of the scientific knowledge
you have gained, you will more and more highly prize the just
reward which you are to-day found worthy to receive.

You are now prepared to enter upon an honorable earcer in the
great arena of the world. The West Point Diploma has ever been o
passport to public respect, and to the confidence of government.
But such respect and confidence imply corresponding responsibilities,
The honor of West Point and that of the army are now in your keep-
ing ; and your country is entitled to the best services, intellectual,
moral, and physical, which it may be in your power to render.

That you may render such services, do not fail to pursue your
scientifie studies, that you may know the laws of pature, and make
her forces subservient to the public welfare. Study carefully the
history, institutions, and laws of your country, that you may be able
to see and to defend what is lawful and right in every emergency.
Study not only the details of your profession, but the highest prinei-
ples of the art of war. You may one day be called to the highest
responsibility, And, above all, be governed in all things by those
great moral principles which have been the guide of great and good
men inall ages and in all countries. "Without =ueh guide the great-
est genius can do only evil to mankind,
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One of vour number, under temptation which has sometimes
proved too great for even much older soldiers, committed a breach of
diseipline for which he was suspended. The Honorable Secretary of
War has been kindly pleased to remit the penalty, so that your class-
mate may take his place among you agecording to his academic rank,

You have to rezret the absence of one of your number, who has
been prevented Ly extreme illness from pursuing the gludies of the
last year. But I am glad to say that Mr, Barnett has so far recov-
ered that he will be able to return to the Academy, and take his
place in the next class.

Ancther member of the class has been called away by the death
of his father, but he had passed his examination, and will graduate
with you. His diploma will be sent to him.

With the single exception, then, above mentioned, I have the sat.
jsfaction of informing you that you graduate with the ranks of your
class unbroken, _

We take leave of you, gentlemen, not only with hope, but with
full confidence that you will acquit yourselves well in the honorable
carcer now before you, We give you our parental blessing, with
fervent wislies for your prosperity, happiness, and honor.

Loud applause greeted the close of the general’s speech, and the
graduates were then called up one by one and their diplomas deliv-
ered to them, 'The first to step forward was Mr. William M. Black,
of Lancaster, Penn., whose carcer at the Academy has been remarkas
ble. e has stood at the head of his class for the whole four years,
actually distancing all competitors. He Is a young main of signal
ability, won his appointment in a competitive examination, and has
horns himself with singular modesty and good sense. During the
past year he has occupied the position of Adjutant of the Corps of
Cadets—the highest post which canbe held. General Sherman shook
hands with the father of the young cadet—a grand-looking old gen-
tleman, and very proud of his son, as he hios o right to be—and
varmly congratulated him on the brilliant career which was before
the young man. The next on the list was Mr, Walter F. Fisk.
When Mr. Flipper, the colored cadet, stepped forward, and received
the reward of four years of as hard work and unflinching cournage
and perseverance as any young man could be called upon to go
through, the crowd of spectators gave him a round of hearty ap-
plause. He deserves it. Any one who knows how quietly and
bravely this young man—the first of Lis despised race to graduate at
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West Point—has borne the difliculties of his position ; how for four
years he has had to stand apart from his classmates as one with them
but not of them ; and to all the severe work of academic official life
has had added the yet more severe mental gtrain which bearing up
against a cruel social ostracism puts on any man ; and knowing that
he has done this without getting soured, or losing courage for a day
—any one, I say, who knows all this would be inclined to say that the
young man descrved o be well taken care of by the government he
is hound to serve. Everybody here who has watched his course
speaks in terms of admiration of the unflinching courage he has
shown. No cadet will go away with heartier wishes for his future
welfare.

When the last of the diplomas had been given, the line reformed,
the band struck up a lively tune, the cadets marched to the front of
the barracks. and there Cadet Black, the Adjutant, read the orders
of the day, they being the standing of the students in their various
classes, the list of new officers, ete. This occupied some time, and
at its conclusion Colonel Neil, Convmandant of Cadets, spoke a few
kind words to the First Class, wished them all suceess in life, and
then formally dismissed them.

At the close of the addresses the Superintendent of the Academy
delivered the diplomas to the following cadets, members of the Grad-
uating Class. The names are alphabetically arranged :

Ammon A, Aongur,
William H. Baldwin,
Thomas 11, Barry,
George W, Baxter,
John Baxter, Jr.,
Jolin Bigelow, Jr.,
William M. Black,

Francis P. Blair,

Augustus P. Blocksom,

Charles A. Bradley,
John J. Brereton,
Osecar J. Brown,
William C. Brown,
Ben. 1. Butler,
Georgo N. Chase,
Edward Chynowetl,
Wallis O, Clark,

Charles J. Crane,
Heber M., Creel,
Matthias W, Day,
Millard F. Eggleston,
tobert T. Emmet,
Calvin Esteriy,
Walter L. Fisk,
Henry O. Flipper,
Fred. W. Foster,
Daniel A, Frederick,
I, Halverson French,
Jacob G, Galbraith,
Willinm W. Galbraith,
Charles B, Gatewood,
Edwin F. Glenn,
Henry J. Goldman,
Willinm B. Gordon,
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John F. Guilfoyle,
John J. Haden,
Harry T. Hammond,

John F. C. Hegewald,

Curtis B. Hoppin,
Georoe K. Hunter,
James B, Jockson,
Henry Eirby,
samuel H. Loder,
James A. Maney,
James D. Mann,
Frederick Muorsh,
Medad C. Martin,
Bolon F. Massey,
Ariosto MeCrimmeon,
David N. McDonald,
John McMartin,
Stephen C, Mills,
Cuanliffe H. Murray,

James V., 8, Paddock,

Theophilus Parker,

Alexander M. Patch,
Francis J. Patten,
Thomas C. Patterson,
Jaolin H, Philbriek,
Fdward H, Plammer,
David Prics, Jr.,
Robert I). Read, Jr.,
Solomon W, Roessler,
Robert E. Safford,
James C. Sholner,
Adam Slaker,

Howard A. Springelt
]’i BT i|. s ‘I"\ptl"-\-
Monroe P. Thorington,
Albert Todd,

Samuel P. Wayman,
John V. White,
Wilber E. Wilder,
Riclinrd ., Wilson,
William T, Wood,
Charles G, Woodward,

CHAPTER XIIL
FURLOUGH.

(_)I1 all privileges or sources of pleasure which
tend to remove the monotony of military life,

here are none to which the stripling soldier looks
ff}unml with more delght than farlough. Indeed
it is hard to say which is the stronger emotion that
we experience when we first receive information of
our appointmen{gto a cadetship, or that which comes
upon us when we are apprised that a furlough has
been granted us. Possibly the latter is the stronger
feeling. It is so with some, with those, at least,
who received the former announcement with indif-
ference, as many do, accepting it solely to please a
mother, or father, or other friend or relative. With
whatever feeling, or for whatever reason the appoint-
ment may have been accepted, it is cerfain that all
are E.‘{]lldl y anxious to take advantage of their fur-
lough when the time comes. This is made evident
in a multitude of ways.

A furlough is granted to those only who have
been present at two annual examinations at least,
and by and with the consent of a pavent or gnardian
if a minor.

Immediately after January next preceding their
second annual examination, the furloughmen, as
they are called, have class meetings, or rather fur-
lough meetings, to celebrate the ‘‘ good time com-
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img.”’ They hold them almost weekly, and they are
devoted to musie, jesting, story-telling, and to gen-
eral jollification. It can be well imagined with what
joy a cadet looks forward to his furlough. It is the
only interruption in the monotony of his Academy
life, and it is to him for that very reason extremely
important. During all this time, and even long be-
fore January, the furloughmen are accustomed to
record the state of affairs respecting their furlough
by eovering every available substance that will bear
a pencil or chalk mark with numerous inseriptions,
giving the observer some such information as this:
*“100 days to furlough,” ‘75 days to furlough,”
““ only two months before furlough.g and thus even
to the day before they actually leave.

The erowning moment of all is the moment when
the order granting furloughsis published.

I am sure my happiest moment at West Point,
save when I grasped my *‘sheepskin’’ for the first
time, was when I heard my name read in the list.
It was a most joyous announcement. To get away
from West Point, to get out among friends who were
not ashamed nor afraid to be friends, could not be
other than gratifying. It was almost like beginning
a new life, a new career, and as I looked back from
the deck of the little ferryboat my feelings were far
different from what they were two years before.

My furlough was something more than an inter-
raption of my ordinary mode of life for the two
yvears previous. [t was a complete change from a
life of isolation to one precisely opposite. And of
course I enjoyed it the more on that account.

The granting of furloughs is entirely diseretion-
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arv with the Superintendent. It may he' denied
u]i:n;zctfwr, but usually is not, except as punishment
for some grave offence.

1t is nﬁstmnar}: o detain for one, two, three, or
even more days those who have demerits P,KCF;E(HH.?;
a given number fora given time. The length of their
leave is therefore shortened by just so many days.

There are a number of customs observed by the
cadets which I shall deseribe here.

To disrecard these customs is to show—at least it
is 8o construed—a want of pride. To say that this
or that ¢ is customary,”’ is quite sufficient to warrant
its coneception and execution. Among these customs
the following may be mentioned :

To begin with the fourth class. Immediately after
their first semi-annual examination the class adopts
a, class erest or motto, which appears on all their sta-
tionery, and often on many other things. To have
class stationary is a custom that is never overlooked.
Each class chooses its own design, which usually
bears the year in which the class will graduate.

(Class stationary is used throughout the period of
one's cadetship.

In the early spring, the first, second, and third
classes elect hop managers, each class choosing a
given number. This is preparatory to the hop given
by the second to the gradnating class as a farewell
token. This custom is rigorously kept up.

Next to these are customs peculiar to the first
class. They are never infringed upon by other
classes, nor disregarded even by the first class.

First, prior to graduation it is an invariable cus-
tom of the graduating class to adopt and procure,
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each of them, a class ring. This usually bears the
year of graduation, the letters U. 8. M. A., or some
other military character.

This ring is the signef that binds the class to their
Alma Mater, and to each other. It is to be in after
years the souvenir that is fo recall one's cadet life,
and indeed every thing connected with a happy and
yvet dreary part of one’s career.,

The class album also is intended for the same
purpose. It contains the ¢ smiling shadows” of class-
mates, comrades, and scenes perhaps never more to he
visited or seen after parting at graduation. Oh!
what a feeling of sadness, of weariness of life even,
must come upon him who in after years opens his
album upon those handsome young faces, and there
silently compares their then lives with what succeed-
ing years have revealed ! Who does not, would not
grieve to recall the sad tidings that have come anon
and filled one’s heart and being with portentous
gloom ? This, perhaps a chum, an especial favorite,
or at any rate a classmate, has fallen under a rude
savage warfare while battling for humanity, without
the advantages or the glory of civilized war, buf sim-
ply with the conscionsness of daty properly done.
That one, perchance, has fallen bravely, dutifully,
without a murmur of regret, and this one, alas!
where is he ? Has he, too, perished, or does he yet
remember our gladsome frolics at our beloved Alma,
Mater. My mind shudders, shrinks from the sweet
and yet sad antieipations of the years I have not seen
and may perhaps never see. But there is a sweet-
ness, a fondness that males me linger longingly upon
the thonght of those unborn days.

CHAPTER XIV.
INCIDENT, HUMOR, ETC.

]:T may not be inappropriate to give in this place a
few—as many as I can recall—of the incidents,
more or less humorous, in which I myself have ml{e.n
part or have noticed af the various times of t}mn*
aeeurrence, First, then, an adventure on = Fhrta-

tion.” :
During the encampment of 1873—1 think 1t was

in July—Smith and myself had the—for us—rare
enjoyment of a visit made us by some friends. We

had taken them around the place and shown and ex-
plained to them every thing of interest. Weat length
took seats on ¢ Flirtation,”” and gave ourselves up to
pure enjoyment such as is found in woman’s pres-
ence only. The day was exceedingly heauntiful ; all
nature seemed loveliest just at that time, and our
lone, peculiar life, with all its trials and cares, was
quite forgotten. We chatted merrily, and as ever in
such company were really happy. It was so seldom
we had visitors—and even then they were mostly
males—that we were delichted to have some one
with whom we could converse on other topies than
official ones and studies. While we sat there not a
few strangers, visitors also, passed us, and almost
invariably manifested surprise at seeing us.

I do think uneultivated white people are unap-

proachable in downright rudeness, and yet, alas!
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they are oursuperiors. Will prejudice ever be oblit-
erated from the mindsof the people ? Will man ever
cease to prejudge his fellow-being for color’s sake
alone? Grant, O merciful God, that he may !

But aw fait! Anon a cadet, whose perfectly
fitting uniform of matehless gray and immaculate
white revealed the symmetry of his form in all its
manly beanty, saunters leisurely by, his head erect,
shoulders back, step quick and elastic, and those
glorious buttons glittering at their brilliant points
like so many orbs of a distant stellar world. Nexfa
plebe strolls wearily along, his drooping shoulders,
hanging head, and careless gait bespeaking the need
of more squad drill. Then a dozen or more ° pie-
nicers,”’ all females, laden with baskets, boxes, and
other et ceteras, laughing and playing, unconscious
of our proximity, draw near. The younger ones trip-
ping playfully in front catch sight of us. Instantly
they are hushed, and with hands over their mouths
retrace their steps to disclose to those in rear their
astounding discovery. In afew momentsall appear,
and R]]{*nth and al(mh pass by, eyeing us as if we
were the greatest n: wtural wonder in existence. They
pass on till out of sight, face about and ** continue
the motion,”” passing back and forth as many as five
times. Wearied at length of this performanece, Smith
rose and said, ‘ Come, let’s end this faree,” or some-
thing to that effect. We arose, left the place, and
were surprised to find a moment after that they
were actually following us.

The ‘¢ Pienicers,”” as they are called in the corps,
begin their excursions early in May, and continue
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them till near the end of September. They manage
to arrive at West Point at all possible hours of the
day, and stay as late as they conveniently can. In
May and ® c*pi{-mher when we have battalion drills,
they are a great nuisance, a greal annoyance to me
c*a]w{-].ml!v The vicinity of that flank of the bat-
talion in which I was, was where they ‘““most did
congregate.” It was "th‘f.‘d'ﬁ s amusing, though most
embarrassing, to see them pointing m(* out to each
other, and to hear their verbal accompaniments,
¢t There he is, the first ’—or such—**man from the
right?’—* or left.”” “ Who ¢’ ¢ The colored cadet.”
“ Haven't you seen him? Here, I'll show him to
you,” and so on ad libitum.

All through this c-m“lmpn'u'-ui' being **——
young ; a novice in the trade,” I seldom took ad-
vantage of Old Guard privileges, or any other, for
the reason that I was not accustomed to such bar-
barous rudeness, and did not care to be the object of
if.

It has always been a wonder to me why people
visiting at West Point should gaze at me so persist-
ently forno otherreason than curiosity. What there
'I.‘.'EI,HL{']]I'EHIIH or uncommon about me I never knew.
[ was not better formed, nor more military in my
bearing than all the other cadets. My uniform did
not fit better, was not of better material, nor did it
cost more than that of the others. Yet for four
vears, by each and every visitor at West Point who
saw me, it was done. I know not why, unless it was
beecause I was in if.
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There is an old man at Highland Falls, N. Y.,
who is permitted to peddle newspapers at West
Point. He comes up every Sabbath, and all are
made aware of his presence by his familiar ery,
“ Sunday news! Sunday news!” Indeed, he is
generally known and ealled by the soubriquet, ** Sun-
day News.”

He was approaching my tent one Sunday after-
noon, but was stopped by a cadet who called out to
him from aeross the company street, ** Don’t sell
your papers to them niggers!” This kind advice
was not heeded.

This and subsequent acts of a fotally different
character lead me to believe that thereis not so much
prejudice in the corps as isat first apparent. A gen-
eral dislike for the negro had doubtless grown up in
this cadet’s mind from causes which are known to
everybody at all acquainted with affairs at West
Point about that time, summer of 1873. On several
occasions during my second and third years I was the
grateful recipient of several kindnesses at the hands
of this same cadet, thus proving most conclusively
that it was rather a eringing disposition, a dread of
what others might say, or this dislike of the negro
which I have mentioned, that caused him to utter
those words, and not a prejudiced dislike of * them
niggers,’”” for verily I had won his esteem.

Just after returning from this encampment to our
winter quarters, I had another adventure with Smith,
my chum, and Williams, which cost me dearly.

It was just after *‘ evening call to quarters.” I
knew Smith and Williams were in our room. I had
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been out for some purpose, and was returning when
it occrrred to me to have some fun at their expense.
I accordingly walked up to the door—our ‘ house”
was at the head of the stairs and on the third floor
__and knocked, endeavoring to imitate as much as
possible an officer inspecting. They sprang to their
feet instantly, assumed the position of the soldier,
and quietly awaited my entrance. I entered laugh-
ine. They resumed their seats with a promise to re-
pa;f,-' me, and they did, for alas! I was ‘¢ hived.”’
Some cadet reported me for ¢ imitating a tactical
officer inspecting.”” TFor this I was required to walk
three tours of extra guard duty on three consecutive
Saturdays, and to serve, besides, a week’s confine-
ment in my quarters. The ““langh™ was thus, of
course, turned on me.

During the summer of ’74, in my * yearling
camp,”’ I made another effort at amusement, which
was as complete a failure as the attempt with Smith
and Williams. I had been reported by an officer for
some trifling offence. It was most unexpected to
me, and least of all from this particular officer. I
considered the report altogether uncalled for, but
was careful to say nothing to that effect. I received
for the offence one or two demerits. A short while
afterwards, being on guard, I happened to be posted
near his tent. Determined on a bit of revenge, and
fun too, at half-past eleven o'clock at night I placed
myself near his tent, and called off in the loudest
tone I eould eommand, *° No. —— half-past eleven
o'clock, and all-1-1-I's well-I-1 I It woke him. He
arose, came to the front of his tent, and called me
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back to him. I went, and he ordered me to call the
corporal. I did so. When the corporal came he
told him to ‘ report the sentinel on No, —— for
calling off improperly.” If I mistake not, I was
also reported for not calling off at 12 r.a. loud
enough to be heard by the next sentinel. Thus my
bit of revenge recoiled twofold upon myself, and I
soon discovered that I had been paying too dear for
my whistle.

On another occasion during the same camp I
heard a cadet say he would submit to no order or
command of, nor permit himself to be marched any-
where by ¢ the nigger,”” meaning myself, We were
in the same company, and it so happened at one time
that we were on guard the same day, and that I was
the senior member of our company detail. When
we marched off the next day the officer of the guard
formed the company details to the front, and directed
the senior member of each fifteen to march it to its
company street and dismiss if. I instantly stepped
to front and assumed command. Imarched it as far
as the color line at ** support arms ;'’ brought them
to a ““ carry’’ there and saluted the colors. When
we were in the company street, I commanded in loud
and distinet tone, **Trail arms! Break ranks!
March !” A cadeb in a tent near by recognized my
voice, and hurried out into the company street,
Meeting the cadet first mentioned above, he thus
asked of him ;

““ Did that nigger march you in

““ Yes-es, the nigger marched us in,” speaking
slowly and drawling it out as if he had quite lost the
power of speech.
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At the following semi-annual examination (Jan-
uary, ’75), the gentleman was put on the “retired
list,”” or rather on the list of ‘“blasted hopes.” 1
took occasion to record the event in the following
manner, changing of course the names :

FAILED.

ScENE.-—Hall of Cadst Barracks at West Point.  Characters: Rawsox
and Mans, both Cadets. Raxsow, who las been  found ™ at recent
semiannual examination, meets iz move successful chum, MARS, on
the stoop, Afler ¢ moment's conversation, they énter the hell,

Mams (s they ender).
Ah! how ! what say? Tound! Art going away?
Unfortunate rather ! "'m sorry ! but stay !
Who hadst thou ¥ How didst thou ? Badly, I'm sure,
Madst done well they had not treated thee so.

Rawsoar (zadiy).
Thou sayest aright. I did do my best,
Which was but poorly 1 ecan but confess,
The subject was hard. I could no better
Unless I'd memorized to the letter.

Mans.
Art unfortunate ! but the' "twere amiss
Me half thinks e’en that were better than this.
Thou couldst have stood the trial, if no more
Than to come out low. That were better, "m sure.

Raxsot,
But "tis too late, 'Twas but an afterthought,
Which now methinks at most is worth me naught :
‘Le sort en est jetté,”” they say, you know ;
"Twere idle to dream and still think of woe.
Mans,

Thou sayest well ! Yield not to one rebufl,

Thou'rt a man, show thyself of manly stuff,

The bugle calls | I must away ! Adieu !

May Fortune grant, comrade, good luck to you !

(They shaks hands, MARS hurriess out o answer the bugle call.

RaxsoM prepares for immediate depariure for home.)
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0 dear! it is hawid to have this cullnd cadet—
perfectly dre'fful. I should die to see my Geawge
standing next to him.”” Thus did one of your mod-
els of womankind, one of the negro’s superiors, who
annually visit West Poinf to flirt, give vent to her
opinion of the “ eullud cadet,” an opinion thought
out doubtless with her eyes, and for which she could
assign no reason other than that some of her
acquaintances, manifestly ecadets, coneurred in if,
having perhaps so stated to her. And the cadets,
with their accustomed gallantry, have ever striven
to evade ‘‘ standing next to him.”” No little amuse-
ment—Tfor such it was to me—has been afforded me
by the many ruses they have adopted to prevent
it. Some of them have been extremely ridieulous,
and in many cases highly unbecoming a cadet and a
centleman.

While I was a plebe, I invariably fell in in the
rear rank along with the other plebes. This is a
necessary and established custom. As soon as I
became a third-classman, and had a right to fall in in
the front rank whenever necessary or convenient,
they became uneasy, and began their plans for keep-
ing me from that rank. The first sergeant of my com-
pany did me the honor of visiting me at my quarters
and politely requested me—not order me, for he had
no possible authority for such an act—to fall in in-
variably on the right of the rear rank. To keep
down trouble and to avoeid any show of presumption
or forwardness on my part, as I had been advised by
an officer, I did as he requested, taking my place on
the right of the rear rank at every formation of the
company for another whole year. But with all this
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condescension on my part I was still the object of
solicitous care. My falling in there did not precinde
the possibility of my own classmates, now also risen
to the dignity of third-classmen, falling in next to
me. To perfect his plan, then, the first sergeant had
the senior plebe in the company call at his *“ house,”’
and take from the roster an alphabetical list of all
the plebes in the company. With thishe (the senior
plebe) was to keep a special roster, detailing one of
his own classmates to fall in next to me. Rach one
detailed for such duty was to serve one week—irom
Sunday morning breakfast to Sunday morning
brealk !'}H:, The keeper of the roster was not of
course to be detailed.

It is astonishing how little care was taken to
conceal this fact from me. The plan, ete., was
formed in my hearing, and there seems to have been
no effort or even desire to hide it fromme. Returning
from supper one evening, I distinetly heard this plebe
tell the sergeant that * Mr. —— refused to serve.”
“You tell him,”’ said the sergeant, ** I want to see
him at my ¢ house’ immediately after supper. If he
doesn’t serve 'l make it so hot for him he'll wish
he'd never heard of West Point.”

Is it not strange how these models of mankind,
these our superiors, strive to thrust upon each other
what they do not want themselves? It is a mean-
ness, a baseness, an unworthiness from which I
should shrink. It would be equally astonishing
that men ever submit to it, were it not that they are
plebes, and therefore thus easily imposed upon.
The plebe in this case at length submitted.

When I became a second-classman, no difference
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was made by the cadets in their manner of falling in
whether because their scruples were :'r-rr_-rc'nmz 01"
becanse no fitting means presented themselves for
avoiding it, I know not. If they happened to be
near me when it was time to fall in, they fell in next
o me.

In the spring of 76, our then first sergeant
(Jl‘dt"!'[-‘.{] us to fall in at all formations as nearly ac-
cording to size as possible. As soon as this order
was given, for some unknown reason, the old régime
was readopted. If I happened to fall in next 0 a
first-classman, and he discovered if, or if a first-class-
man iell In next to me, and afterward found it out
he would fall out and go to the rear. The semnci
and third-classmen, for no other reason than that
first-classmen did it, “ got npon their dignity,” and
refused to stand next to me. We see here a good
illustration of that cringing, “Imur--1‘;1:1'a'|1]n1:it.1r'."
spirit which I have mentioned elsewhere. ‘

The means of prevention adopted now were some-
what different from those of a year before. A file-
closer would watch and follow me closely, and when
I fell in would put a plebe on each side of me. It
was really amusing sometimes to see his eagerness,
and quite as amusing, I may add, to see his f}lismm}
when T would deliberately leave the place thus
hemr?ed in by plebes and fall in elsewhere.

_‘s‘v.-e see here again that eringing disposition to
which I believe the whole of the ill-treatment of col-
ored cadets has been due. The file-closers are
usually second-class sergeants and third-class eor-
porals. By way of “ boning popularity’ with the
upper classmen, they stoop to almost any thing. In

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 217

this case they hedged me in between the two plebes
to prevent npper classmen from falling in next to

me.

But it may be asked why I objected to having
plebes next to me. I would answer, for several
reasons. Under existing circumstances of prejudice,
it was of the utmost importance to me to keep them
away from me. First—and by no means the least
important reason—to put them in the front rank
was violating a necessary and established custom.
The plebes are put in the rear rank because of their
inexperience and general ignorance of the prineiples
of marching, dressing, ete. 1f they are in the front
rank, it would simply be absurd to expect good
marching of them. A second reason, and by far
the most important, results directly from this one.
Being between two plebes, who would not, eould not
keep dressed, it would be im possible for me to do so.
The general alignment of the company would be de-
stroyed. There would be crowding and opening out
of the ranks, and it would all originate in my imme-
diate vicinity. The file-closers, never over-scrilpu-
lons when I was concerned, and especially when
they could forward their own ™ popularity-boning’™
interests, would report me for these disorders in the
company. 1 would get demerits and punishment for
what the plebes next to me were really responsible
for. The plebes would not be reported, because if
they were their inexperience would plead strongly in
their favor, and any reasonable explanation of an
offence would suffice to insure its removal. I was
never overfond of demerits or punishments, and
therefore strenuously opposed any thing that might




g

218 THE {JGL{}JIRED CADET AT WEST POINT.

give me either ; for instance, having plebes put next
to me in ranks.

Toward the end of the year the plebes, having
learned more about me and the way the corps looked
upon me, became as eager to avoid me as the others.
Not, however, all the plebes, for there were some
who, when they saw others frying to avoid falling
in next to me, would deliberately come and take
their places there. These plebes, or rather yearlings
now, were better disciplined, and, of course, my own
seruples vanished.

During the last few months of the year no dis-
tinetion was made, save by one or two high-toned

ones.
When the next class of plebes were put in the

battalion, the old cadets began to thrust them into
the front rank next to me. At first I was indignant,
but npon second thonght I determined to tolerate it
until I should be reported for some offence which
was really an offence of the plebes. I intended to
then explain the case, & priori, In my written ex-
planation fo the commandant. IKknew such a course
would cause a discontinuance of the practice, which
was plainly malicious and contrary to regulations.
Fortunately, however, for all concerned, the affair
was noticed by an officer, and by him summarily dis-
continued. I was glad of this, for the other course
would have made the cadets more unfriendly, and
would have made my condition even worse than it
was, Thereafter I had no further trouble with the
plebes.

One day, during my yearling camp, when I hap-
pened to be on guard, a photographer, wishing a view

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 219

of the guard, obtained permission to make the neces-
sary negative. As the officer of the day desired to
be “ took’”” with the gunard, he came down to the
guard tents, and the guard was * turned out’ for
him by the sentinel. He did nof wish it then, and
accordingly so indieated by saluting. I was sitting
on a camp-stool in the shade reading. A few min-
utes after the officer of the day came. I heard the
corporal call out, ** Fall in the guard.” I hurried
for my gun, and passing near and behind the officer
of the day, I heard him say to the corporal :

“Bay, can’t you get rid of that nigeer? We
don’t want him in the picture.”’

The corporal immediately ordered me to fetch a
pail of water. As he had a perfeet right to thus
order me, being for the time my senior officer, I pro-
ceeded to obey. While taking the pail the officer of
the day approached me and most politely asked :
 Going for water, Mr. Flipper ¢’

I told him I was.

** That’s right,”” continued he ; ** do hurry. I'm
nearly dead of thirst.”

It is simply astonishing to see how these young
men can stoop when they want any thing. A cadet
of the second elass—when I was in the third class—
was once arrested for a certain offence, and, from
the nature of the charge, was likely to be court-
martialed. His friends made preparation for his de-
fence. As I was not ten feet from him at the time
specified in the charge, my evidence would be re-
quired in the event of a trial. T was therefore visited
by one of his friends. He brought paper and pencil
and made a memorandum of what Thad to say. The
cadet himself had the limits of his arrest extended
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and then visited me in person. We conversed quite
a while on the subject, and, as my evidence would
be in his favor, I promised to give it in case he was
tried. He thanked me very cordially, asked how I
was cetting along in my studies, expressed much re-
rret at my being ostracized, wished me all sorts of

snecess, and acain thanking me took his leave.

There is an article in the academic regmlations
which provides or declares that no citizen 1.1.'111_:. has
been a cadet at the Military Academy can receive a
commission in the regular army before the class of
which he was a member graduates, unless he can
get the written consent of his former classmates.

A classmate of mine resigned in the summer of
'75, and about a year after endeavored to get a com-
mission. A friend and former classmate drew up
the approval, and invited the class to his hc.-u:-'sﬂ"
to sien it. “When half a dozen or more had signed
it. it was sent to the guard-house, and the corporal
of the guard came and notified me it was there for
myv consideration. I went to the guard-house at
once. A number of cadets were sitting or standing
around in the room. As soon as I entered they be-
came silent and remained so, expecting, no doubt,
I'd refuse to sign it, because of the treatment I had
received at their hands. They certainly had little
cause to expeet that I would add my signature.
Nevertheless T read the paper over and signed it
without hesitation. Their anxiety was raised to the
highest possible piteh, and scarcely had 1 left the
room ere they seized the paper as if they would de-
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vour it. I heard some one who came in as 1 went
out ask, “‘ Did he sign it 2"’

Another case of condescension on the part of an
upper classman occurred in the early part of my
third yearat the Academy, and this time in the mess
hall. We were then seated at the tables by classes.
Each table had a commandant, who was a cadet
captain, lieutenant or sergeant, and in a few instances
a corporal. At each table there was also a carver,
who was generally a corporal, occasionally a ser-
geant or private. The other seats were occupied by
privates, and usually in this order: first-classmen had
first and second seats, second-classmen second and
third seats, third-classmen third and fourth seats,
and fourth-classmen fourth and fifth seats, which
were at the foot of the table. I had a first seat,
although a second-classman. For some reason a
first-classman, who had a first seat at another table,
desired to change seats with me. He accordingly
sent o cadet for me. I went over fo his room. I
agreed to make the change, provided he himself
obtained permission of the proper authorities. Tt
was distinetly understood that he was to take my
seat, a first seat, and I was to take his seat, also a
first seat. He obtained permission of the superin-
tendent of the mess hall, and also a written permit
from the commandant. The change was made, but
lo and behold ! instead of a first seat T got a third,
The agreement was thus violated by him, my
superior (?), and I was dissatisfied. The whole affair
was explained to the commandant, not, however, by
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myself, but by my consent, the permit revoked, and
I gained my former first seat. A factical officer
asked me,  Why did you exchange with him ? Has
he ever done any thing for you #’

I told him he had not, and that Idid it merely to
oblige him. Tt was immaterial to me at what table
[ sat, provided T had a seat consistent with the dig-
nity of my class.

The baseness of character displayed by the gen-
tleman, the reflection on myself and elass would have
evoked a complaint from me had not a classmate
anticipated me by doing so himsell.

This gentleman ({) was practically ““cut’ by the
whole corps. He was spoken to, and that was about
all that made his status in the corps better than mine.

Just after the semiannual examination following
this adventure, another, more ridienlous sfiil; oe-
curred. of which T was the innocent cause. The dis-
missal of a number of deficient plebes and others
made necessary a rearvangement of seats. The com-
mandant saw fit to have it made according to class
rank. It changed completely the former arrange-
ment, and gave me a third seat. A classmate, who
was senior to me, had the second seat. He did not
choose to take it, and for two or more weeks refused

o do so. I had the second seat during all this time,
while he was fed in his guarters by his chum. He
had a set of miniature eooking utensils in his own
room, and frequently cooked there, nsing the gas as
q gource of heat. These were at last  hived,”” and
he was ordered to ¢ turn them in.”” He went to din-
ner one day when I was absent on guard. At sup-
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per he appeared again. Some one asked him how it
was he was there, glancing at the same time at me.
He laughed—it was plainly forced —and replied, ** I
forgot to fall ont.” ?

He came to his meals the next day, the nexf, and
every succeeding day regularly. Thus were his
seruples overcome. His refusing to go to his meals
because he had to sit next to me was strongly disap-
proved by the corps for two reasons, 1'iz:: that he
ought to be man enough not to thrust on others
what he himself disliked ; and that as others for two
yvears had had seats by me, he ought not to complain
because it now fell to his lot to have one there too.

Just after my return, in September, 1875, from a
furlough of two months, an incident occurred which
explained, will give some idea of the low, unprimri?—
pled manner in which some of the cadets have acted
toward me. It was at cavalry drill. T was riding a
horse that was by no means a favorite with ns. He
happened to fall to my lot that day, and I rather
Ii?{eq him. His greatest faults were 311}1'{}1_}E?l'lﬁih-' for
kicking and slight inequality in the length of his
legs. We were marching in a ecolumn of fours, and
at a slow walk. I turned my head for some pur-
pose, and almost simultaneously my horse plunged
headlong into the fours in front of me. It was v:ith
difficulty that I retained my seat. I supposed that
when I turned my head I had accidentally spurred
him, thus causing him to plunge forward. I Te-
gained my proper place in ranks.

_ None of this was seen by the instructor, who was
riding at the head of the column. Shortly after this
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I noticed that those near me were laughing. I
turned my head to observe the cause and canght the
trooper on my left in the act of spurring my horse.
I looked at him long and fiercely, while he desisted
and hung his head. Not long afterwards the same
thing was repeated, and this time was seen by the
instructor, who happened to wheel about as my horse
rushed forward. Heimmediately halted the eolumn,
and, approaching, asked me, ©“ What is the matter
with that horse, Mr. F. ¥’ Towhich I replied, “ The
trooper on my left persists in Kieking and spurring
him, so that I can do nothing with him.”’

He then caused another trooper in another set of
fours to change places with me, and thereafter all

went well.

Notwithstanding the secreey of hazing, and the
great care which those who practised it took to pre-
vent beine ‘ hived.” they sometimes overreached
themselves and were severely punished. Cases have
occurred where eadets have been dismissed for haz-
ine. while others have been less severely punished.

“Qometimes, also, the joke, if I may so call it, 11.:1:4_.
been turned upon the perpetrators to their utter dis-
comfort. I will cite an instance.

Quite often in camp two robust plebes are selected
and ordered to report at aspecified tent just after the
battalion returns from supper. When they report
each is provided with a pillow. They take their
places in the middle of the company streef, and at a
oiven sional commence pounding each other. A
crowd assembles from all parts of camp to witness
the * pillow fight,” as it iscalled. Sometimes, also,
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after fighting awhile, the combatants are permitted
to rest, and another set continues the fizht.

On one of these occasions, after fighting quite a
while, a pillow bursted, and one of the antagonists
was literally buried in feathers. At this a shout of
langhter arose and the fun was complete. DBut alas
for such pleasures ! An officerin his tent, disturbed
by the noise, came out to find its canse. He saw it
at a glance, aided no doubt by vivid recollections of
his own experience in his plebe camp. He called an
orderly and sent for the cadet captain of the com-
pany. When he came he was ordered to send the
plebes—he said new cadets—to their tents, and order
them to remain there till permission was given to
leave them. He then had every man, not a plebe,
who had been present at the pillow fight turned out.
When this was done he ordered them to pick up
every feather within half an hour, and the captain to
inspect at the end of that time and to see that the
order was obeyed. Thus, therefore, the plebes got
the better part of the joke.

It was rumored in camp one day that the super-
intendent and commandant were both absent from
the post, and that the senior tactical officer was there-
fore acting superintendent. A plebe sentinel on
Post No. 1, seeing him approaching camp, and not
knowing under the circumstances how to aef, or
rather, perhaps, I should say, not knowing whether
the report was true or not, called a corporal, and
asked if he should salute this officer with ** present
arms.””  To this question that dignitary replied with
righteous horror, * Salute him with present arms !
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No, sir! You stand at attention, and when he gets
on your post shont, * Hosannah to the supe |’ * This
rather startled the plebe, who found himself more
contused than ever. When it was about time for the
sentinel to do something the corporal told him what
to do, and returned to the guard tents. The officer
was at the time the commanding officer of the camp.

While walking down Sixth Avenue, New York,
with a young lady, on a beauntiful Sabbath afternoon
in the summer of 1875, I was paid a high compliment
by an old colored soldier. He had lost one leg and
had been otherwise maimed for life in the great
struggle of 1861-65 for the preservation of the Union,
As soon as he saw me approaching he moved to the
outside of the pavement and assumed as well as pos-
sible the position of the soldier. When I was about
six paces from him he brought his crutch to the
position of ** present arms,”” in a soldierly manner,
in salute to me. I raised my cap as I passed, en-
deavoring to be as polite as possible, both in return
for his salute and because of his age. He took the
position of ‘‘carry arms,”” saying as he did so,
““ That's right ! that's right ! Makes me-glad to see
it’

We passed on, while he, too, resumed his eourse,
ejaculating something about *‘ good-breeding,” ete.,
all of which we did not hear.

Upon inguiry I learned, as stated, that he had
served in the Federal army. He had given his time
and energy, even at the risk of his life, to his eoun-
try. He had lost one limb, and been maimed other-
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wise for life. T econsidered the salute for that reason
a greater honor.

W Ca |

During the summer of 1873 a number of cadets,
who were on furlough, visited Mammoth Cave.
While there they noticed on the wall, written in pen-
cil, the name of an officer who was an instructor in
Spanish at West Point. One of them took occasion
to add to the inseription the following bit of infor-
mation :

“ Known at the U. 8. Military Academy as the
‘ Spanish Inguisition.”

A number of cadets accosted a plebe, who had
just reported in May, 1874, and the following con-
versation ensued :

¢ Well, mister, what's your name ¥’

“ John Walden.”

** Sir 1" yelled rather than spoken.

“ John Walden.”

““ Well, sir, I want to see yon put a *sir’ on it,”’
with another yell.

¢ Qi John Walden,” was the unconcerned re-
joinder.

Now it was not expected that the * sir’” would be
put before the name after the manner of a title, but
this impenetrable plebe putit there, and in so solemn
and “ don’t-eare’” a manner that the cadets turned
away in a roar of laughter.

Ever afterward he was known in the corps as
¢ Sir John.”

Another incident, even more laughable perhaps
than the preceding, oeccurred between a cadet and
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plebe, which doubtless saved the plebe from further
hazing. Approaching him with a look of utter con-
tempt on his face, the cadet asked him :

“ Well, thing, what's your name %"’

“ Wilreni, sir,”” meekly responded he.

“ Wilreni, sir!” repeated the cadet slowly, and
bowing his head he seemed for a moment buried in
profoundest thought. Suddenly brightening up, he
rejoined in the most unconcerned manner possible :
“Oh! yes, yes, I remember now. You are Will
Reni, the son of old man Bill Reni,”” put particular
stress on ** Will >’ and *° Bill.””

I think, though, the most laughable incident that
has come under my notice was that of a certain plebe
who made himself famous for gourmandizing.

Each night throughout the summer encampment,
the guard is supplied from the mess hall with an
abundance of sandwiches. The old cadets rarely eat
them, but to the plebes, as yet unaccustomed to
guard duty, they are quite a treat.

On one occasion when the sandwiches were un-
usually well prepared, and therefore unusually in-
viting, 1t was desirable to preserve them till late in
the night, till after the guard had been turned out
and inspected by the officer of the day. They were
accordingly—to conceal them from the plebes—trans-
ferred, with the vessel containing them, to one of the
chests of a caisson of the light battery, just in front
of camp in park. Here they were supposed to be
safe. But alas for such safety ! At an hour not
far advanced into the night, two plebes, led by an
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unerring instinetiveness, discovered the hiding-place
of the sandwiches and devoured them all.

Now when the hour of feasting was come, a cor-
poral was dispatched for the dainty dish, when, lo
and behold ! it had vanished. The plebes—for who
else could thus have secretly devoured them—were
brought to account and the guilty ones discovered.
They were severely censured in that contemptuous
manner in which only a cadet, an upper classman,
can censure a plebe, and threatened with hazing and
all sorts of unpleasantness.

Next morning they were called forth and marched
ingloriously to the presence of the commandant.
Upon learning the object of the visit he turned to
the chief eriminal—the finder of the sandwiches—and
asked him, * Why did you eat all the sandwiches,
Mr. 8—— 2

“ Ididn’t eat them all up, sir. 1ate only fifteen,”’
was his ready reply.

The gravity of the occasion, coupled with the
enormity of the feast, was too much, and the com-
mandant turned away his head to conceal the
langhter he could nof withhold. The plebe himself
was rather short and fleshy, and the picture of mirth.
Indeed to see him walking even along the company
streef was enongh to call forth langhter either at him
as he waddled along or at the humorous remarks the
act called forth from onlooking eadets.

He was confined to one of the gnard tents by order
of the commandant, and directed by him to submit
a written explanation for eating all the sandwiches
of the gnard. The explanation was unsatisfactory,
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and the gentleman received some other light punish-
ment, the nature of which has at this late day escaped
my memory.

The other plebe, being only a pariiceps criminis,
was not so severely punished. A reprimand, I
think, was the extent of his punishment.

The two gentlemen have long sinee gone where
the ““ woodbine twineth”’—that is, been found de-
ficient in studies and dismissed.

There was a cadet in the corps who had a won-
derful propensity for using the word *“ mighty.”

With him every thing was ** mighty.”” Ihonestly
do not believe I ever heard him conversing when he
did not use *‘ mighty."”

Speaking of me one day, and unconscious of my
presence, he said, 1 tell you he does ®mighty’
well.”

During drill at the siege battery on the 25th of
April, 1876, an accident oceurred which came near
proving fatal to one of nus. I had myself just fired
an 8-inch howitzer, and gone to the rear to observe
the effect of the other shots. One piece had been
fired, and the command for the next to fire had been
given, I was watching intently the target when I
was startled by the ery of some one near me, ** Look
out! look out!’ I turned my eyes instinctively
toward the piece just fired, but saw only smoke. 1
then looked up and saw a huge black body of some
kind moving rapidly over our heads. It was not
until the smoke had nearly disappeared that I knew
what was the cause of the disturbance. A number
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of cannoneers and our instructor were vociferously
asking, ‘“ Anybody hurt? Anybody hurt?’ We
all moved up to the piece, and, finding no one was
injured, examined it. The piece, a 4j-inch ritle,
mounted on a siege carriage, had broken obliquely
from the trunnions downward and to the rear. The
re-enforce thus severed from the chase broke into three
parts, the nob of the cascabel, and the other portion
split in the direction of the bore. The right half of
the re-enforce, together with the nob of the cascabel,
were projected into the air, deseribing a curve over
our heads, and falling at about twenty feef from the
right of the battery, having passed over a horizontal
distance of about sixty orseventy feet. The left halt
was thrown obliguely to the ground, tearing away
in its passage the left cheek of the carriage, and
breaking the left trunnion plafe. A cannoneer was
standing on the platform of the next piece on the
left with the lanyard in his hand. His feef were on
two adjacent deck planks, his heels being on line
with the edge of the platform. These two planks
were struek upon their ends, and moved bodily, with
the cadet npon them, three or fourinches from their
proper place. The bolts that held them and the ad-
jacent planks together were broken, while not the
slightest injury was done the cadet.

It was hardly to be believed, and was not until
two or three of the other cannoneers had examined
him and found him really uninjured. Itwas simply
miraculonus. The instructor sent the cannoneers to
the rear, and fired the next gun himself.

After securing the pieces and replacing equip-
ments, we were permitted to again examine the
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bursted gun, after which the bhattery was dis-
missed.

There had been some difficulty in loading the
piece, especially in getting the projectile home. It
was supposed that this not being done properly
caused the bursting.

I was one summer day enjoying a walk on ** Flir-
tation.”” T was alone, and, if I remember arighf,
‘“on Old Guard privileges.””  Walking leisurely
along I soon observed in front of me a number of
young ladies, a servant girl, and several small chil-
dren.

They were all busily occupied in gathering wild
flowers, a kind of moss and ferns which grow here
in abundance. I was first seen by one of the chil-
dren, a little girl. Sheinstantly fixed her eyes upon
me, and began vociferating in a most joyous manner,
“ The colored cadet ! the colored cadet! I'm going
to tell mamma I’ ve seen the eolored cadet.”

The servant girl endeavored to quiet her, but she
continued as gayly as ever:

«“Tt's the colored cadet! I'm going to tell
mamma. I'm going to tell mamma I've seen the
colored cadet.”

All the others stopped gathering flowers, and
watched me till T was out of sight.

A similar display of astonishment has oceurred
at every annual examination since I became a cadet,
and on these occasions the ladies more than anybody
else have been the ones to show it.

Whenever I took my place on the floor to receive
my enunciation or to be questioned, I have observed
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whisperings, often audible, and gestures of surprise
among the lady visitors. I have frequently heard
such exclamations as this: ¢ Oh! there’s the colored
cadet | there's the colored cadet !

All of this naturally tended to confuse me, and it
was only by determined effort that I maintained any
degree of coolness. Of course they did not intend
to confuse me. Nothing was,I dare say, further
from their thoughts. But they were women ; and it
never oceurs to a woman to think before she speaks.

It was rather langhable to hear a cadet, who was
expounding the theory of twilight, say, pointing to
his figure on the blackboard: ¢ If a speetator should
cross this limit of the crepuscular zone he would
enter into final darkness.”

Now ¢ final darkness,” as we usually understand
it, refers to something having no resemblance what-
ever to the characteristics of the crepuseular zone.

The solemn manner in which he spoke it, together
with their true significations, made the ecircumstance
quite langhable.

The most Indicrous case of hazing I know of is, I
think, the following : :

For an unusual display of grossness a number of
lr]l'] wes were ordered by the cadet lieutenant on duty
over them to report at his “house’” at a speecified
hour. They duly reported their presence, and were
directed to assume the position of the soldier, facing
the wall until released. After silently watching
them for a considerable time, the lieutenant, who had
a remarkable penchant for joking, called two of them
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into the middle of the room. He caused them fo
stand dos d dos, at a distance of about one foot from
each other, and then bursting into a laugh, which he
vainly endeavored to suppress, he commanded, ** Sec-
ond, exercise !’

Now to execute this movement the hands are ex-
tended vertically over the head and the hands joined.
At the command ** Two !’ given when this is done,
the arms are brought briskly forward and downward
until the hands touech if possible the ground or floor.
The plebes having gone through the first motion, the
lientenant thus cautioned them :

“When I say * Two !’ I want to see you men come
down with life, and touch the floor. Two !V

At the command they both guickly, and ** with
life,” brought their bodies forward and their arms
downward ; nay, they but attempted, for scarcely
had they left the vertical ere their bodies collided,
and they were each hurled impetuously, by the in-
evitable reaction in opposite directions, over a dis-
tance of several feet.

Their bodies being in an inclined position when
struck, and the blow being of great foree, they
were necessarily forced still further from the erect
attitude, and were with much difficulty able to keep
themselves from falling ountright on the floor. Of
course all present, save those concerned, enjoyed it
immensely. Indeed it was enjoyable. Iven the
plebes themselves had a hearty laugh over it when
they were dismissed.

Again a cadet lieutenant, who was on duty at the
fime over the “ Seps,”’ ordered a nmmber of them to
report at his ““ house’’ at a given hour. They had

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 235

been unusually gross, and he infenc ed to punish
them by keeping them standing in his quarters.
They reported, and were put in position to serve their
punishment., TFor some reason the ljeutenant left
the room, when one of the “ Seps” faced to the
others and thus spoke to them :

¢ Sav. boys, let's kick up the devil. P—— has
gone out.”
~ Now it so happened that P 's chum was pres-
ent, but in his alecove, and this was not known to the
Seps. When the Sep had finished speaking, this
chum came forth and ¢ went for’’ him. He made
the Sep assume the soldier’s position, and then com-
manded, * Second, exercise ! which command the
Sep proceeded to obey.

Another cadet coming in found him vigorously at
it, and queried, < Well, mister, what’s all that for ¢’

‘« Wocentricity of Mr. M——, sir,”’ he promptly
replied.

The word eccentricity was not interpreted by the
cadet, of course, as the Sep meant it should be, but
in the sense we use it when we speak of the eccen-
fricity of an orbit for instance.

Hence it was that Mr. M asked, ‘‘ Well, sir,
what's the expression for my eccentricity ¢

There is another incident remotely connected with
my first tour of guard duty which may be mentioned
here.

At about eleven o'clock A.., in obedience to a
then recent order, my junior reported at the observ-
atory to make the necessary observations for finding
the error of the Tower clock. After an elaborate ex-
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planation by an officer then present upon the grad-
uation of the vernier and the manner of reading it,
the cadet set the finders so as to read the north polar
distance of the sun for that day at West Point ap-
parent noon. When it was about time for the sun’s
limb to begin its transit of the wires, the cadet took
position to observe it. The instructor was standing

ready to record the times of transit over each wire.
Time was rapidly passing, and not yet had the cadet
called out ‘* Ready.” The anxious instructor cau-
tiously queried :

““ Do you see any light, Mr. P ¢

‘CNo sixs

““ Can you see the wires 7’

“ No, sir, not yet.”

“ Any light yet, Mr. P—— "

“Yes, siv, it is gelfing brighter.”

*“ Can you see the wires at all

“ No, sir; it Leeps gellting brighter, butl I can’t
sce the wires yel.”

Fearing he might be unable to make his observa-
tions that day unless the difficulty was speedily re-
moved, the instructor himself took position at the
transit, and made the ridiculous discovery that the

cap had not been removed from the farther end of

the telescope, and yet it kept getting brighter.

One day in the early summer of 1875, a cadet
was showing a young lady the various sights and
wonders at West Point, when they came across an
old French cannon bearing this inscription, viz.,
“ Charles de Bourbon, Compte d'Eu, ultima ratio
regum.’’
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She was the first to notice it, and astonished the

cadet with the following rendition of it :

‘T suppose that means Charles Bourbon made the
gun, and the Spanish (?) that the artilleryman must
have his rations.”

What innocence ! Orshall I say, whatignorance ¢

““ The authorities of West Point have entered an
interdict against the cadets loaning their sashes and
other military adornments to young ladies, and greaf
is the force of feminine indignation.”” Summer of
1875.

COME KISE ME, LOVE.

A young lieutenant at the Academy and his
fianecée were seen by an old maid at the hotel to kiss
each other. At the first opportunity she reproved
the fair damsel for, to her, such unmaidenly eon-
duet. With righteous indignation she repelled the
reproof as follows :

“ Not let S—- Kkiss me! Why, I should die!”

Then lovingly,

' Come kiss me, love, list not what they say,
Their passions are cold, wasted away:.
They know not how two hearts like ours are
Long to mingle i’ the sweetness o' the Kiss,
That like the soft licht of a heavenly star,
As it wanders from 1ts world to this,
Diffnses itself through ev'ry vein
And meets on the lips lo melt again.”’




CHAPTER XYV.

GRADUATION—IN THE ARMY.

é " Patience is bitter, but its fruit is sweet.’

-Ns' Y four years were drawing to a close. They

=~ had been years of patient endurance and hard
and persistent work, interspersed with bright oases
of happiness and gladness and joy, as well as weary
barren wastes of loneliness, isolation, unhappiness,
and melancholy. I believe T have discharged—TI
know I have tried to do so—every duty faithfully
and conscientiously. It had been a sort of bitter-
sweet experience, this experimental life of mine at
West Point. Tt was almost over, and whatever of
pure sweetness, whatever of happiness, or whatever
reward fortune had in store for me, was soon to be-
come known,

* Bpeaking of the Military Academy, we under-
stand that the only colored cadet now at West Point
will not only graduate at the coming June commence-
ment, but that his character, acqn irements, and stand-
ing on the merit roll are such as will insure his arad-
uation among the highest of his class.”—Harper' s
Weekly, April 98¢h, 1877,

All recitations of the graduating class were dis-
continued on the last scholar day of May. On June
1st examination began. The class was first examined
in mineralogy and geology. Tn this particular sub-
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ject I ““ maxed it,”” made a thorough recitation. I
was required to discuss the subject of ** Mesozoic
Time.”” After I had been examined in this subject
Bishop Quintard, of Tennessee, a member of the
Board of Visitors, sent for me, and personally congra-
tulated me on my recitation of that day, as well asfor
my conduet during the whole four years. My hopes
never were higher ; I knew I would graduate. I felt
it, and I made one last effort for rank. I wanted to
graduate as high up as possible. 1 was not without
success, as will subsequently appear. The New
York Herald was pleased to speak as follows of my
recitation in mineralogy and geology :

“To-day the examination of the first class in mineralogy and geol-
nzy was completed, and the first section was partially examined in
engineering. In the former studies the class acquitted themselves in a
highly creditable manner, and several members have shown them-
selves possessed of abilities far above the average. The class has in
its ranks a son of General B, F. Buller, Hon. John Bigelow's son,
and sons of two ex-Confederate officers. Flipper, the colored cadet,
was examined to-day, and prodoced a highly favorable impression
upon the board not less by his ready and intelligent recitation than
Ly his modest, unassuming, and gentlemanly manner. There is no
doubt that he will pass, and he is said to have already ordered a cav-
alry uniform, showing that he has a predilection for that branch of
the serviee, "

The class was next examined in law. In this,
also, I exceeded my most sanguine expectations,
again ‘* maxing it”’ on a thorough recitation. My
subjeet was ‘° Domiecile.”” BSenator Maxey, of the
Board of Visitors, questioned me closely. The
Bishop of Tennessee left his seat in the board, came
outside when the section was dismissed, and shook
my hand in hearty congratulation. These were the
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proudest moments of my life. Even some of my
own classmates congratulated me on this recitation.
All that loneliness, dreariness, and melancholy of the
four years gone was forgotten. I lived only in the
time being and was happy. I was succeeding, and
was meeting with that sueccess which humble effort
never fails to attain.

The New York ZVibune joins in with its good
words as follows :

LIECTENANT FLIPPER, THE COLORED GRADUATE OF WEST
POINT.

“ The examination of the first class in law will he completed to-
morrow. The sections thus far called up have done very well. The
colored eadet, Flipper, passed uncommonly well this morning, show-
ing & practical knowledge of the subject very satisfactory to Senator
Maxey, who questioned him closely, and to the rest of the board.
He has a good command of plain and precise English, and his voice
is full and pleasant. Mr. Flipper will be graduated next week with
the respect of his instructors, and not the less of his fellows, who
have earcfully aveided intercourse with him. The quiet digmty
which he has shown during this long isolation of four years hias been
really remarkable. Until another of his race, now in one of the lower
classes, arrived, Flipper scarcely heard the sound of his own voice
except in recitation, and it is to be feared that unless he is detailed at
Howard University, which has been mentioned as possible, his trials
have only begun.’™”

The class was next examined in civil and military
engineering. In this also T did as well as in either
of the other studies. I made a thorough recitation.
T was required to explain what is meant by an ““ order
of battle,”” and to illustrate by the battles of Zama,
Pharsalia, and Leuctra.

THE COLORED CADET.

“« Flipper, the colored cadet from South Carolina, was up this
afternoon and acquitted himself remarkably well. Some time since
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he was recommended for a higher grade than the one he holds, and
his performance to-day gained him a still higher standing in the
class.”

In ordnance and gunnery the class was next ex-
amined. In this I was less successful. I was to
assume one of Captain Didion’s equations of the
trajectory in air, and determine the angle of projec-
tion represented by ¢, and the range represen ted by
2 in the following equation :

y=alan ¢ — q JT— B,

and to explain the construction and use of certain
tables used in connection with it. I made a fair
recitation, but one by no means satistactory to my-
self. I lost four files on it at least. A good recita-
tion in ordnance and gunnery would have brought
me out forty-five or six instead of fifty. I did not
make it, and it was too late to better it. This was
the last of our examination. It ended on the 11th
day of June. On the 14th we were graduated and
received our diplomas.

During the examination I received letters of con-
gratulation in every mail. Some of them may not
be uninteresting. I give a few of them :

Pasr-Orrrcr DeEpARTMENT, Rooum 48, }

Wasnxaros, D. €., June 3, 1877, §
My pEAR Mi. Frieper: It has heen four years since I last ad-
dressed you, Then you had just entered the Academy with other
young colored men, who have since dropped by the way. I wasat
that time the editor of the Era in this city, and wrote an article on

West Point and snoboeracy, which you may remember reading.

I felt a thrill of pleasure here the other day when I read your
pame as the first graduate from the Academy. I take this oppor-
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tunity of writing you again to extend my hearty congratulations, and
trust your future carcer may be as suecessful as your academic one.
“ My boy,”” Whittaker, has, I am told, been rocoming with you, and [
trust has been getting much benefit from the association.
I am, your friend and well-wisher,
Ricoanp T, GREENER,

43 Broap STREET, NEW YORE, June 4, 1877,
Caper Hesny O. Furrer,
West Point, N, Y. :
Dean Sk : I have been much pleased readigg the complimentary
references to your approaching graduation which have appeared in
the New York papers the past week. 1 beg to congratulate you
most heartily, and I sincerely trust that the same intelligence and
pluck which has enabled you to suceessfully complete your academic
course may be shown in a still higher degree in the new sphere of
duty =oon to be entered upon.
I inclose an editorial from to-day’s Tribune.
Respectiully,

DEPARTMENT OF THE IXTERIOR,
Uxiten BraTes PATENT OFFICE,
W asHinGgTON, D. C., June 5, 1877. )
Hexny 0. Frrerer, Esq.,
. 8 Military Aexdemy, West Point, N. Y. :

Dear Sm: Having noticed in the daily papers of this city an
account of the successful termination of your course at the Military
Academy, we hasten to tender you our sincere congratulations.

We are prompted to this act by an experimental knowledge of the
gocial ostracism and treacherous duoplicity to which you must have
been made the unhappy vietim during the long years of faithful study
through which you have just passed.

We congratulate you upon the moral courage and untiring energy
which must have been yours, to enable you to successfully Dbattle
against the immeasurable influence of the prejudice shown to all of
us at both of our hationad schools. We hail your success 9 o
national acknowledgment, in a new way, of the mental and moral
worth of our race ; and we feel amply repaid for the many privations
we have undergone in the naval branch of our service, in noting the
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fact that ene of ushas been permitted to suceessfully stand the fry-
ing ordeal.

Trusting that the same firmness of purpose and untiring encrgy,
which have characterized your stay there, may ever be true of your
future carcer on the field and at the hearth side,

We remain, very truly yours,

Post-OrricE, New Yorg Ciry, M. Y.
Orrice oF THE POsSTMASTER, -
Wednesday, June 7, 1877. |I

My pEAR Friesp : Let me extend to you my full gratitude upon
your success at West Point. I was overjoyed when I sawit. My
friends are delighted with you, and they desire to see you when you
come down. Let me know when you think you will leave West
Paint, and I will look out for you.

Yery truly yours,

Hexry 0. FLiereEr, Esq.,
West Point Military Acadsmjy.

Wasamsetox, D, C., June 13, 1877,
Hexny 0. Furerenr, Eig.,
West Point, N. T.:

My pear Friexo : 1 wish to congratulate you upon passing suc-
cessfully your final examination, and salute you as the first young
colored man who has had the manhood and courage to struggle
through and overcome every obstacle. S0 many of our young men
had failed that I wondered if you would be able to withstand all the
opposition you met with, whether you could endure the kind of life
they mete out to our young men at our national Military Academy.
1 rejoice to know that you have won this important vietory over
prejudice and easte. This will serve you in good stead through many
a conflict in life. Your path will not be all strewn with roses ; some-
thing of that caste and prejudice will still pursue you as you enter
the broader arens of military life, but you must make up your mind
to live it down, and your first victory will greatly aid you in this
direction. One thing, allow me to impress upon you : you are not
fighting your own battle, but you are fighting the battle of a strug-
gling people ; and for this reason, my dear Flipper, resolve now in
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your deepest soul that come what may you will never surrender ;
that vou will nerer succumb, Others may Jeave the service for more
lucrative pursuits ; your duty to your people and to yourself demand
that you remain.

Re assured that whatever you do, wherever you may g
always have my deepest sympathy and best wishes.

I return to Enrope in a few weeks.

Cordially yours,

Even the ecadets and other persons conmected
with the Academy congratulated me. Oh how happy
I was! I prized these good words of the cadets
above all others. They knew me thoroughly. They
meant what they said, and I felf I was in some sense
deserving of all I received from them by way of con-
gratulation. Several visited my quarters, They did
not hesitate to speak to me or shake hands with me
before each other or any one else. All signs of
ostracism were gone. All felt as if 1 was worthy of
some regard, and did not fail to extend it to me.

At length, on June 14th, T received the reward of
my labors, my “‘ sheepskin,”” the United States Mil-
itary Academy Diploma, that glorious passport to
honor and distinetion, if the bearer do never dis-
grace it.

Here is the manner of ceremony we had on that
day, as reported in the New York Zimes :

“‘The concluding ceremony in the graduation exercises at the West
Point Academy took place this morning, when the diplomas were
awarded to the graduates. The ceremony topic place in the open ar
under the shadow of the maple trees, which form almost a grove in
front of the Academy building. Seats had been arranged here for the
spectators, so as to leave a hollow square, on one side of which, be-
hind & long table, sat the various dignitaries who were to take part
in the proceedings. In front of them, seals were arranged for the
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graduating class. The cadets formed line in front of the barracks
at 10.80, and, preceded by the band playing a stirring air, marcheil
to the front of the Academy building. The first class came without
their arms ; the other classes formed a sort of escort of honor to
them. The graduating elass having taken their seats, the other
classes stacked arms and remained standing in line around the
square. ‘The proceedings were opened by an address from Professor
Thompson, of the School of Techuology, Worcester Mass,, who is
the Chairman of the Board of Visitors,"

And thus after four years of constant work amid
many difficulties did I obtain my reward.

* Lientenant H. O. Flipper was the only eadet who received the
cheers of the nssembled multitude at West Point upon receiving his
parchment. How the fellows felt who couldn’t associate with him
we do not know: Dbut as the old Christinn woman said, they
‘ couldn’t & been on the mountain top.' '—Christian Recorder.

Victor Hugo says somewhere in his works that he
who drains a marsh must necessarily expect to hear
the frogs croak. I had graduated, and of course the
newspapers had to have a say aboutit. Some of the
articles are really amusing. I couldn’t help laugh-
ing at them when I read them. Here is something
from the New York Herald which is literally frue:

MR, BLAINE AND THE COLORED CADET.

“Benator James &, Blaine, with his wife and daughter and Miss
Dodge (* Gail Hamilton ") left at noon yesterday in anticipation of
the rush. Before going the Benator did a very gracious and Kindly
deed in an unostentatious way. BSBending for Flipper, the colored
cadet, he said :

‘<1 don't know that you have any political friends in your own
Btate, Mr, Flipper, and you may find it necessary to have an inter-
mediary in Congress to help you out of your difficulties. I want you
to consider me your friend, and call upon me for aid when you need
it.’!

“ With that he shook the lad’'s hand and bade him good-by.

11
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* Bishop Quintard, of Tennessee, and Senator Maxey, of Texas,
also complimented the pioneer graduate of the colored race upon his
conduct thronghout the four years of his training, and proffered their
sympathy and assistance. With these enconragements from promi-
nent men of both political parties the young man seemed deeply
touched, and thanking them suitably he returncd with a licht heart
to Lis guarters.”

It was so very kind of the distinguished senators
and bishop. I valued these congratulations almost
as much as my diploma. They were worth working
and enduring for.

The New York Zlerald again speaks, and that
about not hearing my voice, ete., made me *‘larf.”
Here is the article :

SCTHRE COLORED CADET'S EXPERIENCE AND PROSFECTS.

“ Flipper, the colored ecadet, who graduates pretty well up in his
class, said to me to-day that he is determined to eget Into either the
Ninth or Tenth colored eavalry regiment if possible. He seeras to
be very happy in view of the honorable cloze of his academic career,
and enteriains little doubt that he can procure the appointment he
wishes., When asked whether he was not aware that there was a
law providing that even colored iroops must be officered by white
men, he replied that he had heard something of that years ago, but
did not think it was true. “If there issuch a law,’ he said emphat-
ically, but with good humor, ‘it is unconstitutional and cannot be
enforeed.” He added that several wecks ago he wrote to a promi-
nent gentleman in Alabama to inquire what the existing law on the
subject was, and had not yet received an answer., I questioned him
about his experience in the Academy, and he said that he had suffered
but little on account of his race. The flrst year was very hard, as
the class all made their dislike manifest in a variety of ways.
‘ That,” he said, * was in a great measure caused by the bad con-
duct of Smith, the colored cadet who preceded me.  When the class
found out that I was not like him, thef treated me well. The profes-
sors act toward me in every respect as toward the others, and the cadets,
I thinlk, do not dislike me. But they don’t assoeiate with me. T
don’t care for that. If they don’t want to speak to me I don’t want
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them to, I'm sure.” Save in the recitation-room Flipper never heard
the sound of his own voice for months and months at a time ; but le
was kept so hard at work all the time that he did not mind it. If he
should join a regiment, however, e would be more alone even than
he has been here, for the association with other officers in the line of
duty would not be go close as it has been with the cadets. He would
be isolated—ostracized—and he would feel it more keenly, because
he wonld have more leisure for social intereourse, and his mind
would not hie so occupied as it has been here with studies.

“ Senator Blaine, in the course of a conversation last night, thought
the eareer of Flipper would be to po South and hecome a leader of
his race. He could in that way become famous, and could accom-
plish much good for the country.™ . . . .

When I entered the Academy I saw in a paper
something about colored officers being put in white
regiments, ete. It purporied to be a conversation
with the then Secretary of War, who said there was
such a law, and that it wounld be enforced. The
then Secretary of War has since told me he was sure
there was such a lasv, until to satisfy himself he
searched the Revised Statutes, when he found he was
mistaken.

I have mentioned elsewhere the untruthfulness of
the statement that I never heard my own voice ex-
cept in the recitation-room. Every one must know
that could not be true. The statement is hardly
worth a passing remark.

“If he should join a regiment, however,” ete.
Ah ! well, T have joined my regiment long ago. Let
me say, before I go further, I am putting this man-
useript in shape for the press, and doing it in my
guarters at Fort Sill, I. T. These remarks are in-
serted apropos of this article. From the moment I
reached Sill I haven’t experienced any thing but hap-
piness. I am notisolated. I am not ostracized by
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a single officer. I do not * feel it more keenly,” be-
cause what the Herald said is not true. The
Herald, like other papers, forgets that the army is
officered by men who are presumably officers and
gentlemen. Those who are will treat me as become
gentlemen, as they do, and those who are not I
will thank if they will “ ostracize’” me, for if they
don’t I will certainly ¢ ostracize’® them.

*“ But to get into a cavalry regiment is the highest ambition of most
cadets, and failing in that it is almost a toss-up between the infantry
and the artillery. Flipper, the South Carolina colored cadet, wants
to gei into the cavalry, and as there is a black regiment of that char-
acter he will, 1t is thought, be assigned to that. There is in existence
& law specifying that even black regiments shall be officered by white
men, and it is thought there will be some trouble in assigning Flip-
per. As any such law is in opposition to the constitutional amend-
ments, of course it will be easily rescinded. TFrom the disposition
shown by most of the enlisted men with whom I have conversed at
odd times upon this subjeet, I fancy that if Flipper were appointed to
the command of white soldiers they wonld be restive, and would, if

ut upon a scout, take the first opportunity to shoot him ; and this
feeling exists even among men here who have learned to respect him
for what he is."

Now that is laughable, isn't it? What he savs
about the soldiers at West Pointisall ¢ bosh.”” No-
body will believe it. I don’t. I wish the Herald
reporter who wrote the above would visit Fort Sill
and ask some of the white soldiers there what they
think of me. TIam afraid the Herald didn’t get its
“gift of prophecy’” from the right place. Such
blunders are wholly inexcusable. The Herald re-
porter deserves an ‘“extra’” (vide Cant Terms, ete.)
for that. I wish he could get one at any rate. Per-
haps, however, the following will excuse him. It is
frue.
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“ e is spoken of by all the officers as a hard student and a gentle-
man. To a very great extent he has conquered the prejudices of his
fellows, and although they still decline to associate with him it is
evident that they respect him. Said one of his class this morning :
* Flipper has certainly shown pluck and gentlemanly qualities, and I
shall certainly shake his *‘ flipper’’ when we say *‘ Good-by.” We
have no feeling against him at all, but we could not associate with
him. You see we are so crowded together here that we are just like
one family, possessing every thing in common and borrowing every
thingz, even to a pair of white trousers, and we could not hold such
intimate fellowship with him. Tt may be prejudice, but we could
not do it ; so we simply let him alone, and he has lived to himself,
except when we drill with him. Feel bad about it? Well, I sup-
pose he did at first, but he has got used to it now. The boys were
rather afraid that when he should come to hold the position as officer
of the guard that he would swagger over them, but he showed good
sense and taste, mercly assuming the rank formally and leaving his
junior to carry out the duty.”

That glorious day of graduation marked a new
epoch in my military life. Then my fellow-cadets
and myself forgot the past. Then they atoned for
past conduet and welcomed me as one of them as
well as one among them.

I must revert to that Zlerald’s article just to
show how absurd it is to say I never heard the sound
of my own voice except in the section-room. I heard
it at reveille, at breakfast, dinner, and sapper roll-
alls, at the table, at taps, and at every parade I at-
tended during the day—in all no less than ten or
twelve times every single day during the four years.
Of course I heard it in other places, as 1 have ex-
plained elsewhere. I always had somebody to talk
to every single day I was at the Academy. Why, 1
was the happiest man in the institution, exeept when
I'd get brooding over my loneliness, etc. Such
moments would come, when it would seem nothing
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1\'01?1{1 interest me. When they were gone I wa
again as cheerful and as happy as m'c-..r.h I ..Imrm;g
to hate holidays. At those times the other (:'15'191'“
would go off skating, rowing, or visitine, I ]I‘Itt-l. 1:1::
u'llE*rn to go except to walk around ?he rrrr:unﬂq
u.'hu-]l [ sometimes did. I more often 1'emgil-1ﬁ] 111
my quarters. At these times barracks would be
deserted and I would get so lonely and 11'101*11“‘1101'-;. I
ff"mlf'[]l'!' know what to do. It was on '1.11‘ 1’J|‘:¥“'L‘if

Il_]-:e this — Thanksgiving Day—1I x'.'1;:'1!:-. the u:lfr}ln
given in another place, lwf_-;int;h]:: g

* Oh! "tis hard this lonely living, to be
In the midst of life so solitary,”” ete

.

Here is somethi - ey S
P e Calos ething from Hm_};m s Weekly. The

- PI ess generally speak in the same tenor of
my graduation. :

i :T:;:rl'i*itn]::\:trlll‘n1 [‘1'!]!1‘.‘&]..‘itllél-:':.t? at Brown University, has
i di ery respect better than his brother Flipper at West
Point, While a rigid non-intereourse law was for four x'c--n{ J*- aintained
;:;[1.1;0(1*:1 I"iI.Eppi-r and the nascent warriors at the ‘Hl[‘ml'!.tl“:qh“::
tage has livec in the largest-leaved elover ¢ ¥ o 3 tho
Senior year just closed was chosen {lii:‘d. j.-”-f}i:[{::l—l:;. M::[t]iu 11{‘3
].n.lmh coveted among students ambitious for class hnn-’:nrrl':I timto?t:;::
II:-:.T{E;‘i L'C" many even higher than the Salutatory or the ‘k'::]:'i]i{-.mrvl.
agce has th t::mghmti been treated by his classmates as one of them-
selves. He isa good writer and speaker. thouch not notic-mhlr ];Et-
ter than some of his classmates. His conduc; has been :I].Ilif ¢ 1
modest but self-respeetful, and he had won the esteem of }mfz:;“ .
as well as students. The deportment of his class tnwﬂrdlhim e
high and honorable contrast with that pursued by the less man] s.'Iftm
::{;h] s;t]:j‘.n]mrtc:d by the government at West P'nint,- wiqlu n;11: Ilh"t:‘]f;
already learned thy 3 plai g
iu-r_‘l't':l earned that the ‘ plain people ' of the country are with Flip-

: Here is something of a slichtly different kind
rom a {1 T - fie L - . -
xeorgia paper — Augusta Chronicle and
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Constitutionalist. Its tone betrays the locality of

its birth.

¢ Benjamin F. Butler, Jr., who craduated at West Point last sum-
mer in the same class with the colored cadet from Georgia, Flipper,
has been assigned for duty to the Ninth Cavalry, the same regiment
to which Flipper is attached. The enlisted men in this regiment
are all negroes. Ben, senior, doubtless engineered the assignment in
order to make himself solid with the colored voters of the South.
Ben, like old Joe Bagstock, is devilish gly."”
Lieutenant
pjamin F.,
Here is the
Sing

Tt is in error as to my assignment.
Butler (whose name, by the way, is not Be
Jr.) was assigned to the Ninth Cavalry.
truth about my assignment, given in the Sing
(N ) Republican :

 Cadet Flipper has been appointed to the Tenth L. 5. Cavalry
(colored), now in Texas. Becretary of State Bigelow s son has also been
assigned to the same regiment. We wonder if the non-intercourse
between the two at West Point will be continued in the army. Both
have the same rank and are entitled to the same privileges. Possibly
a campaign among the Indians, or a brush with the ‘ Greasers' on
the Rio Grande, will equalize the complexion of the two.”

The National Monitor, of Brooklyn (N. Y.), has
this much to say. It may be worth some study by

the cadets now at the Academy.

¢ Licutenant Flipper, colored, a recent graduate from West Point,
is a modest gentleman, and no grambler. He says that privately he
was treated by fellow-cadets with proper consideration, but relue-
tantly admits that he was publicly slighted. He can afford to be un-
troubled and magnanimous. How is it with hiz fellowa? Will not
ghame ere long mantle their cheeks at the recollection of this lack of
moral eourage on their part? A quality far more to be desired than
any amount of physical heroism they may ever exhibit.”

Here is something extra good from the Iudson
River Chroniele, of Sing Sing. To all who want to
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lcnmx.' the truth about me physicall v, I refer them
to th 15 article. I refer particularly to the editor of
certain New Orleans paper, who desecribed me as 2

ol

({3 b : X
little bow-legged grif of the most darkly coppery
hue.” ‘ v
‘For a few days past Lieutenant Henry O. Flipper, the colored
r*:'a-int who graduated from West Point Academv last week, hias been
E:lf‘ :_‘.'Ill!.*.‘[. of Professor John . Hoffman, of !h'is:- place, I:ir-uteu-.ml.
Flipper is a native of Atlanta, Georgia, whence General E‘rh{'r:ﬁ:m
commenced that glorious march to the sea which “proved what a hol-
low shell the Southern Confederacy really was. The lieutenant {:;'L
:ir:llll_}' has a large strain of white blood in his veins, and r-m.ll-i proba-
+1}1;r. if so disposed, trace descent from the F. F's. He stands six Fe.ohl
15 well proportioned, has n keen, quick eve, a gentlemanly m].drmq.
and a soldierly bearing. He goes from here to his home ir; Ger}rgli'.i‘
on n ]Eﬂve of absence which extends to the first of November wlmll::
he wﬂ! join the Tenth Cavalry, to which he has been assiened i1<s See-
ond Lieutenant. This assignment shows that Lieutenant l-] ipper nmn;l
above the average of the graduating class, as the cavalry is :];chm“«:L
to the highest grade in the service—only the Enzincer fa 18 1 L—.‘-‘
precedence of the cavalry arm. : st -
“' For four long years Cadet Flipper hasled an isolated life at the
Iti'-"iﬂ’[v-"'-"-'lﬂ]:’)[il one social eompanion, being absclutely (?Hil'iill.:;.i’:ﬂd EJ:
his white classmates. As much as any uun"[;ﬂ, he can say : e
%9 In the crowd
They wonld not deem me one of such : I etood
Amang them, but not of them :~in & shroud
Of thooghts which were not their thonghts,"

* There must have been much of inherent manhood in a boy that
could st:aml that long ordeal, and so bear himself at the close that
when his name was pronounced among the graduates, the fair womm;
and brave men who had gathered to witness the going out into the
w::;rld of the nation’s wards, with one accord greeted 1111 lone student
with a round of applause that welcomed none others of the c-]-shue -:Lnrl
that could call from Speaker Blaine the sirong assurance ”I:‘:l.[. n iu-z

L

ever needed a friend he might trustingly eall on him.

"1‘ The path of glory leads but to the grave,” but we venture the
prediction that Lieutenant Flipper will tread that path as fearless]
and as promptly as any of his comrades of the * Class of '77.” 7 F
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Here is an editorial article from the New York
Tribune. It needs no comment, nor do the two
following, which were clipped from the Christian

=
{nion.
LIEGTENANT FLIPPER,

“ Among the West Point graduates this year is young Flipper, alad
of color and of African descent, It is stated that he acquitted him-
self very respectably in his examination by the Board of Visitors,
that he will pass creditably, and that he will go into the cavalry,
which iz rather an aristocratic branch, we believe, of the service.
Mr. Flipper must have had rather a hard time of it during his under-
eraduate career, if, as we find it stated, most if not all his white fel-
low-students have declined to associate with him. He has behaved
s well noder these snomalous circumstaneces, that he has won the
respect of those who, so far as the discipline of the school would per-
mit, iznored his existence. ‘ We have no feeling against him,’ said
one of the students, * but still we conld not associate with him. It
may be prejudiee, but still we couldn’t do it.” Impossibilities ghould
be required of no one, and if the white West Pointers could not treat
Mr. Flipper as if hie were one of themselves, why of course that is an
end of the matter. So long as they kept within the rules of the ser-
vice, and were guilty of no conduct ‘ unbecoming an officer and a
gentleman,’ it was not for their commanders to interfere. But when
they tell us that they couldn’t possibly assoclate with Mr. Flipper,
who is allowed to have ‘ shown pluck and gentlemanly qualities,’
we may at least inguire whether they have tried to do so. Conguer-
ing prejudices implies a fight with prejudices—have these young
gentlemen had any such fight? Tave they too * shown pluck and
gentlemanly qualities?’

““ We are not disposed to speak harshly of these fastidious young
fellows, who will not be long out of the school before they will be
rather sorry that they didn’t treat Mr. Flipper a little more cordially.
But a much more important matter is that he has, in spite of his
color, made a good record every way, has kept up with his class, has
not been dropped or dismissed, but emerges a full-blown Seconid
Licutenant of Cavalry. Ie has thus achieved a victory not only for
himself Lut for his race. He has made matters easier for future col-
ored eadets ; and twenty years hence, if not sooner, the young white
gentlemen of West Point will read of the fastidiousness of their pre-
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decessors with Incredulous wonder. Time and patience will settle
every thing.™
CADET FLIPPER.

“']'I!v {aﬁu'-sz striking illustration of class prejudice this year has
heen n_f'tur_mwl_ not by Mississippi or Louisiana, but by West Point.
|].1 lh'-% Cadet Flipper entered the Military Academy. God had
given him a black skin, a warm heart, an active brain, anda patriotic
ambition. He was guilty of no other erime than that of being a
negro, and bent on obtaining a good education. He rg‘pl‘{!ﬂ:uh‘_:l &
race which had done as good fighting for the flac as anv done by the
fair-skinned Anglo-Saxon or Celt. Congress had |'|'f-:::'|:|i;f,-:'ri his ‘l'i“‘ill.
and the right of his race to education. : g

*“ But his classmates decided that it should be denied him. If they
had possessed the brutal courage of the murderers of Chisholm IiIE-E,'
would have shot him, or whipped him, or hung him ; but they were
not brave enough for that, and they invented instead a punir;hmrnt
worse than the Biate has inflicted upon its most brutal criminals.
They condemned him to four years of solitude and silence. For four
years not a classmate spoke to Cadet Flipper ; for three years he did
not hiear his own voice, except in the rcirimi]-.}mmum.-0:1 leave of
absence, or in chance conversation with a stray visitor. Then
another negro entered West Point, and he had one I'TE'l!I'H]HI.ﬂiI'bﬂ. The
prison walls of a Sing Sing cell are more sympathietic than human
prejudice. And in all that class of '77 there were not to be found a
dozen men brave enough to break through this wall of silence and
give the imprisoned victim his liberty. At least two thirds of the
class are Republican appointees ; and not one champion of equal
righl.‘-f. In all that elass but one hero—and he a nesro.  Seventy-
five braves against one! And the one was victorions. He fought
out the four years’ eampaign, conquered and graduated. Ifﬂnu:tu
the African ; shame to the Anglo-Saxon,"” g

CADET FLIPPER AGAIN.

*“We have received several letters on the subject of Cadet Flipper
to whose treatment at West Point we recently called the attention of
our readers, One of them is from a former instruetor, who hears o
hirh testimony to Lieutenant Flipper's character. He writes -

41 want to thank you for yonr editorial in the Chrisfian Trion abont Cadet

Flipper, Iec was ane of our boys ; was with us in chool from the beginning of his
sdnentd > wr in 5 | = Lo :
education till Freehman year in college, when ke recelved his appointment fu West
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Point. Hewas always obedient, faithfal, modest, and in every way manly. We
were orry to have him leave us; but now rejoice In his victory, and take pride In

him,
‘¢t Drring all these years, in his porroapondence with his friends, he has not, 80

far &s I can learn, uttered a single complzint abount his treatment.”

“ A gecond is from a Canadian reader, who objects to our condem-
nation of the Anclo-Saxon race, and insists that we should have
reserved it for the Yankees, InCanada, he assures us, the color line
is unknown, and that negroes and Anglo-Saxons mingle in the same
school and in the same sports without prejudice. Strange to say the
white men are not colored by the intercourse.

“The third letter comes indirectly from Lieutenant Flipper him-
solf. In it the writer gives us the benefit of information derived
from the lientenant, We quote (the italics are ours) :

wi e Flipper 1= highly respected here, and has been received by hisformor
taachers and friends with pleasure and pride. His deporiment and charactor have
won respect and confldenco for himself and his reces As to his treatment at West
Polnt, he assures me {hat the * papers™ are [ar astray. There was no ostracism on
the part of his follow-cadets, exaspd in dhe fatlor af parsonal public associalion. Ho
was invariably spoken to and treated courteonsly and respectfully both ad o cadet
and ofllecr,’

“YWe are glad to beassured that it wasnot as bad as we had been
informed by what we considered as good authority ; and we are still
more glad to know that Lieutenant Flipper, instead of making much
of his social martyrdom, has the good sense to make as light of it as
e conscientiously ean. But if it is true that there were cadets who
did not sympathize with the action of the class, and were brave
enough to speak to their colored comrade in private, it was u pity
that they were not able to screw their eourage up toa little higher
point, and put the mark of a public condemnation on so petty and
eruel a persecution.”’

The people at large seem to be laboring under a
delusion about West Point, at least the West Pomnt
that I knew. I know nothing of what West Point

-as, or of what was done there before I entered the
Academy. I have heard a great deal and read a great
deal, and T am compelled to admit I have doubts
about much of it. At the hands of the officers of
the institution my treatment didn’t differ from that
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of the other cadets at all, and at the hands of the
cadets themselves it differed solely ““in the matter
of personal public association.”” I was never perse-
cuted, or abused, or called by approbrious epithets
in my hearing after my first year. I am told it has
been done, but in my presence there has never been
any thing but proper respect shown me. I have men-
tioned a number of things done to me by cadets, and
I have known the same things to be done to white
cadets. For instance, I was reported for speaking
to a sergeant about the discharge of his duty. (See
Chapter X., latter part, on that subject.) The same
thing occurred to several members of the class of *74.
They were ordered into the rear rank by a sergeant
of the second eclass, when they were first-classmen.
They were white. The result was they were all,
three in number, I think, put in arrest.

Some New England paper confributes the follow-
ing articles to this discussion, parts of which I quote:

THE BIGOT AXD THE B8NOB.

**The Hilton-Selieman controversy isone of those incidents which
illustrate some of the features ofour social life. The facts can briefly
bz stated, A Jewish gentleman, of wealth and position, applies for
rooms at the Grand Union Hotel, Saratoza, and is flatly refused ad-
mission because he is a Jew. The public indignation is so great that
the manager of the hotel is obliged to defend the act, and puts in the
plea that a man has the right to manage his property as he pleases.

* But before our anger cools, let us remember the case of the col-
ored cadet at West Point. Duoring his course he met with constant
rebuffs. He was systematically cut by his fellow-schoolmates, In-
stead of extending to him a generous sympathy in his noble ambi-
tion, they met him with sneers, All the feelings which should guide
a chivalric soldier and lead him to honor real heroism, were quenched
by the intense prejudice against color. Mean and despicable as i3
the spirit which prompted the manager of the Grand Union Hotel to
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refuse to entertain the rich Jewish banker, that which influenced the
young men at West Point is still more deserving scorn and contempt.
It was meaner and more contemptible than cowardice. ™

PREJUDICE AGAINST COLOR.

““Within the last thirty years there has been a great change in
public sentiment relating to colored persons. That it has become
wholly just and kind cannot be shown ; but it is {far less unjust and
eruel than it used to be. In most of the old free States, at least, tidy,
intelligent, and courtecous American citizens of African descent are
treated with inereasing respect for their rights and feelings. In pub-
lic conveyances we find them enjoying all the consideration and com-
forts of other passengers, At our public schools they have cordial
welcome and fair play. We often see them walking along the street
with white schoolmates who have evidenily lost sight of the differ-
ence in complexions. Colored boys march in the ranks of our school
battalions without receiving the slightest insult. Colored men have
been United States senators and representatives.  Trederick Douglass
is Marshal of the District of Columbia.

“There is one conspicuous place, however, where caste-feeling
secms to have survived the institution of slavery, and that is West
Point. There the old prejudice is asstrong, active, and mean as ever.
Of this there has been a recent and striking instance in the case of
young Flipper who has just graduated. It appears that duringz his
whole course this worthy young man was subjected to the most
relentless ‘ snnbbine.' All his fellow-students avoided him habit-
ually. In the recitation-room and upon the parade ground, by day
and by night, he was made to feel that he belonged to an inferior and
l‘].ﬂi'?[:lih'f-‘fl race. and that no exeellence of (1{",VJND‘1{!HE, (]ilig[’l‘tl:[: in
study, or rank in his class could entitle him to the recognition accord-
ed to every white dunce and rowdy. Yet with rare strength of char
acter he persevered, and when, having maintained the standing of
No. fifty in a class of seventy-six, he received his well-earned diplo-
mg, there was a round of tardy applause.

““1f West Point is to continue to be a school characterized by aris-
toeracy based upon creed, race, or color, so undemocratic and unre-
publican as fo be ont of harmony with our laws and institutions, it
will do more herm than good, and, like other nuisanees, it should be
abated. If our rulers are sinceré in their professions, and faithful to
their duties, a Letter state of things may be brought about. Military
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arts must be acquired somewhere ; but if the present Aeademy eannot
be freed from plantation manners, it may be well to establish a new
one withoul pro-slavery traditions, or, as has been sugeested by the
Providence Journal, to endow military departments in the good eol-
leges where character and not color is the test of worth and man-
hood. "
(From the New York Sun.)
COLORED CADET FLIPPER.
TWO HUNDRED OF HIS XEW YORK ADMIRERS HONORING HIM WITH
A RECEPTION,

“ A reception was given last evening by Mr. James W. Moore, in
the rooms of the Lincoln Literary Musical Association, 132 West
Twenty-seventh Street, to Lieutenant I. O. Flipper, of Georgia, the
eolored eadet who has just gradunted at West Point. Mr. Moore has
had charge of the sick room of Commodore Garrison sinee his illness.
The chandeliers were decorated with small flags. On a table on the
platform rested a large basket of flowers, hearing the card of Barrett
H. Van Auken, a grandson of Commodore Garrison. Among the
pictures on the wall were many relating to Lincoln and the emanci-
pation proclamation. Cheerful music was furnished from a harp
and violin.

““The guests began to arrive about nine o’clock, the ladies in large
numbers, and the room was soon abreeze with a buzz of conversa-
tion and the rustle of gayly-colored dresses and bright ribbons.

“The grand entree was at a quarter beforeten. Lieutenant Flipper
entered the room in full uniform. A heavy yellow horse-hair plume
fell down over his cavalry helmet. His coat was new and bright,
and glittered with its gold buttons and tasselled aigulets. By hisside
hung a long cavalry sabre in a gilt scabbard. His appearance was
the signal for a buzz of admiration. Te is very tall and well made.
Beoside him was Mr. James W. Moore. DBehind him, as he walked
through the thronged rooms, were the Rev. Dr. Henry Highland Gar-
nett. and Mrs. Garnett ; the Rev. E. W. 8. Peck of the Thirty-fifth
Street Methodist Chureh ; Mr. Charles Remond Douglass, son of Fred
Douglass, and United States Consul in San Domingo ; the Rev. J. B
Atwell, of St. Philip's Episcopal Church ; the Rev, John Peterson ;
Professor Charles I. Reason, of the Forty-first Street Grammar
School : John J. Zuilille ; Richard Robinson, and others.

¢« Phe Lientenant was led upon the stage by Mr. Garnett and seated
at the extreme left, while Dr. Garnett took a seat at the extreme
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right, Next to the Lieutenant sat Miss Martha J. Moore and Miss
Fanny McDonough, Mr. P. 8. Porter, Dr. Ray, Mr. Atwell, and
Professor Reason completed the semicirele, of which Lieutenant
Flipper and Dr. Garnett formed the extremitics, The Rev. Mr. At-
well sat in the middle.

¢ After all were seated, Dr. Garnelt called Mr. Douglass forward to
a vacant geat on the platform. In introducing Lieutenant Flipper,
Dr. Garnett said he had honored himself and his race by his good
scholarship and pluck. Nowhere else was there, he thought, such
iron-bound and copper-covered aristocracy as in West Point. Who
could have thought that any one wearing the ‘ shadowed livery of
the burnished sun ' would ever dare to be an applicant? Young
Smith's high personal courage had led him to resent a blow with a
blow, and his earcer in the Academy was cut short. Lieutenant Flip-
per had encountered the same cold glances, but he had triumphed,
and appeared before his friends in the beautiful uniform of the
national army. (Applause.) The Doctor bLelieved he would never
disgrace it. (Applause, and waving of handkerchiefs by the ladies.)

‘* At the close of his address, Dr. Garnett said : * Ladies and gen-
tlemen, T take great pleasure in introducing to you Lieutenant H. 0O,
Flipper.” The Licutenant rose and bowed low, his bands resting on
the hilt of his sabre. He said nothing. Mr. Douglass was intro-
duced, but excused himself from speaking.

““Then Mr. James Crosby was called on. He said when the regi-
ment in which he was orderly sergeant had marched to Port Hud-
son, General —— met it, and =aid to Colonel Nelson : * Colonel,
what do you ecall thesg?’ ‘I call them seldiers,” answered Colonel
Nelson. * Well, if these are soldiers, and if I've got to command
niggers, the government is welcome to my commission, Take them
down to the right to General Payne. He likes niggers.” * Boon after-
ward,’ added Mr. Croshy, ‘ occurred that terrible slanghter of the
colored troops which you all remember so well. This year Lieuten-
ant Flipper and a nephew of General graduated in the samp
clazs, and the colored man rated the highest.’

“ After the addresses Licutenant Flipper descended to the floor,
and without formal introductions shook hands with all. He had
taken off his cavalry helmet while sitting on the stage. Lemonade
and ice-cream were served to the guests. About two hundred per-
gons, all colored, were present. The Licotenant will start for his
home in Georgia on Monday. He will join his regiment, the Tenth
Cavalry, on the Rio Grande in November.™
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(From the Atlanta (Ge.) Constitution.)
FLIPPER AGAIN.

** Flipper hias flopped up again, and seems to be decidedly in luek.
He has been transferred to the Tenth Cavalry, which is alluded to by
a New Orleans paper as the ‘ Tenth MNubian Light Foot.! This, it
scems to us, is a dark hint as to the volor of this gallant corps, but as
the State of Texas lies somewhere between New Orleans and the Rio
Grande, we suppose the matter will be allowed to pass. But as to
Flipper, Flipper has got his regiment and he has had a reception at
the hands of his colored friends and acquaintances in New York,
Uommon people are generally embarrassed at receptions given to
themselves, but not so with Flipper. The reception was exceedingly
high-toned, as well as highly colored, and took place in the rooms of
the ‘ Lincoln Literary Musical Association.” Flipper, rizged out in
full uniform, with a yellow horse-hair plume flowing felicitously over
his cavalry helmet, sailed in, according to aceounts, just as chipper
and as pert as you please. There was no lager beer handed around,
but the familiar sound of the band, which was composed of a harp
and & violin, made its absence painfully apparent. There were few
gpeeches, but the affair was decidedly formal. When every thing
was ready for business, a party of the name of Garnett rose and in-
troduced Flipper, and in the course of his remarks took occasion to
attack the newly-made lientenant by acensing him of wearing ' the sha-
dowed livery of the burnished sun." Whereupon Flipper got up, placed
his hands on the hilt of his bloody sabre, and bowed. The crowd then
ghook hands all avound, the music played, and lemonade and ice cream
were bronght out from their hiding-places, and all went merry as the
milkman's bell.  As we said before, Flipper is in luck. He is a dis-
tinguished young man. He will reach home during the present
week, and it is to be hoped that his friends here are ready to give
him an ice-cream lunch, or something of that kind, "

(From the Christian Recorder.)
LIEUTENANT FLIPPER IN NEW YORK—MIS RECEPTION—-
CALLS ON BELKNAP,
Licutenant Flipper has, by his manly conduet and noble bear-
ing, his superior intellectual powers shown his fellow-cadets and
tutors that all the colored student wants is a ® chanece.” His term of
four years, his graduation, his appointment, will all mark a new era
in American history. That the ' feat” he has accomplished is appre-
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ciated has been shown in too many ways to mention. His advent
into New York City was marked by many courtesies. His friends,
not unmindful of his new field and position, tendered him a grand
reception at Lincoln Literary Hall on the 30th of June, It was the
writer’s good fortune to arrive at New York just in time to be pres-
ent and pay him similar honors with others. The hall was tastefully
and beautifully decorated wilh flowers and flags, representing the
different States in the Union. At the appointed hour the distin-
ruished puests were seen gathering, filling the hall to its utmost
capacity. Among the number we noticed especially Dr. H. I, Gar-
nett and Processor Reason. A few and appropriate remarks were
made by Dr, Garpett as an introduction, after him others followed.
After these formal excreises were over, Mr. Flipper came down from
the rostrum and welcomed his friends by a hearty shake of the hand,
then all supplied the wants of the inner man by partaking of cream,
eake, and lemonade, which were so hountifully supplied. The even.
ing was certainly a pleasant one, as delightful as one could wish, and
I presume there was no one present who did not enjoy himself. In
addition to what has already been mentioned the oceasion was still
more enlivened by the strains of sweet musie. The exercizes of the
evening being coneluded, the distinguished guests departed each one
for his home. Licutenant Flipper spent some days in New York,
and daring this visit, as he tells me, ex-Secretary Belknap sent him a
written invitation to call on him. This he did, and was received
very cordially and congratulated on the vietory achieved. He spoke
of the pros and cons, and seemed anxious that success might attend
his foctsteps in all the avenues of army life. That Belknap is inter-
ested in the young soldier and desires his suceess I do not deny ; but
whether the ex-SBecretary would have given him any assistance when

in his power is a question I shall not presume (o answer,’

I'-_.lr':"-'iu'n' e A flanta ':_'r-'f:’.'.l:l r';'-'.il-‘J‘!rn'L-f'l"':"tl"-'-".j
FLYING AROUND FLIPPER.

HIS RECEPTION UI'ON HIS RETURN HOME—EAGERNESS TO BEHAEKE
THE HOAND OF THE ‘' BAD MAN WID DE GUB'MENT 8TROPS ON !"
—A SOCTAL RECEPTION ON MONDAY NIGHT.

“* Tip’s done come home !’ was the familiar, and vet admiring
manner in which the young negroes about town yesterday spread the
information that Second Lieutenant Henry O. Flipper, of the Tenth
Cavalry, and the first colored graduate of the United States Military
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Academy at West Point, had arrived. His coming has ereated quite
a sensation in colored cireles, and when he appeared upon the streets,
last evening, taking a drive with his delighted father, he was the
cynosure of all the colored people and the object of curious glances
from the whites. The young man had ‘ been there before,” however,
and took all the ogling with patience and seeming indifference. Once
in awhile he would recognize an old acquaintance and greet him with
a gmile and a bow,

“ The Jast number of Frank Leslie's Tlustrated Newspaper contains
an excellent likeness of Flipper, dressed in his eadet uniform. His
features betray his intellizence, and indicate the culture which he has
acquired by hard study. His arrival here was the oceasion of a buzz
about the Union depot. Iis parents and a number of intimate
friends were present to receive him, and the scene was an interesting
one to all concerned.

“*Dat’s him !’ said a dozen of the curions darkeys who stood off
and hadn't the honor of the youth's acquaintance. They secmed to
feel lonesome, 3

“‘He's one ob de United Btates Gazeties !’ shouted & young
darkey, in reply to a query from a stranze negro who has moved here
since Flipper went away. '

jut the young officer was speedily spirvited out of the crowd and
faken home to his little bed for a rest.

**On the streets he was greeted by many of our citizens who knew
him, and who have watched his career with interest. His success
was complimented, and he was urged fo pursue his course in the
same spirit hereafter. Among his colored friends he was a lion, and
they could not speak their praises in language strong enough.

*“ A darkey would approach the young man, cautiously, feel of his
buttons and elothes, and enthusiastically remark : “** Bad man wid
de gub'ment strops on !’

“These were the expressions of admiration that best suited the
ideas of his delighted acquaintances. They will give him a reception
on Monday night next, at which all his friends will be present, and
some of our leading white eitizens will be invited to be present.

*“ We will try and give the young man’s views and experiences in
tosmerrow’s jssue. !

This paper is noted for its constant prevarica-
tion. Whatever it says about negroes is searcely
worth noticing, for be it in their favor or not it is
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almost certainly untrue. My *‘ delighted father” was
not within three hundred miles of Atlanta when I
reached that place. I did not appear on the streets
in uniform for several days after my arrival, and
then only at the request of many friends and an ofii-
cer of the Second Infantry then at MePherson Bar-
racls.

{f':"rri'i'! the Atlanta I::'l’-rrr'F.\!l Rr'f?h‘ﬂl.?.'-'fu!,}

“ Lieutenant Flipper arrived in our city last week on a visit to
his friends, His father lives in Thomasville, but hie was educated in
this city. His intelligence and manly eourse has won for him the
praise of even the Bourbons.”

Crom the Atlanta (Ga.) Repudlican.)

“We acknowledge the courtesy of an invitation to a reception
given to Lieutenant H. O, Flipper of the Tenth Cavalry, by his col-
ored friends in Atlanta. Circumstances beyond our contrel prevent-
ed our attending.

“We are informed it was a pleasant affair, and that Lieutcnant
Flipper embraced the opportunity to give something of his four
years’ experience at West Point, and to correct some of the misstate-
ments of the Atlanta Constitufion concerning ihe freatment he
received while a cadet at the Military Academy. An article alluding
to this subjeet has been crowded out this week, but will appear in
our next izsue.

(From the Awguste (Ga.) Chrenicle and Constilutionalist.)

A FALSEHOOD.

" The Cinecinnati Gazeffe says: * Lientenant Flipper, the young
colored man who is guilty of having been gradoated with credit from
West Puint, continues to be the butt of Georgia Democratic jour-
nals.," We would like to know where the Geazetle gets its informa-
tion. Flipper has been treated with nothing but kindness in Georgia,
Wherever he has reviewed the colored military, accounts of the
reviews have been published, but we have yet to see a single word in
a Georgia paper in disparagement or ridicule of the colored graduate."’
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Witness the following from the Atlanta Constifu-
tion :
FLIPPER AS A FRAUD.
FREEMAN'S PROTEGE ON SOUTHERN CIVILIZATION —IIE TALES AT THE

RECEPTION AND MAKES OF HIMSELF AN ASS—THE ANOMALOUS
CREATURE ON EXHIBITION—IE SHOWS THE CLOVEN FOOT.

“ Last night the colored people of the city gave a ‘ reception’ to
Flipper, of the United States Army. They did this from s fecling of
pride over the fact that one of their color, a townsman, had succeed-
ed in attaining his rank. They doubtless, little suspected that he
would make such use of the oceasion as he did. More than one of
them so expressed their feeling before the evening ended. The rela-
tions between the races in this eity have for years been such as to
make remarks like those in which Flipper indulged not only uncalled
for, but really distasteful. They are not to be blamed for his con-
duet.

“The crowd that gathered in the hall on the corner of Mitchell and
Broad Strects was large. It was composed almost entirely of well-
dressed and orderly colored people. There were present several of
the white male and female teachers of the negro schools; also,
some of our while citizens oceupying back seats, who were drawn
thither by mere curiosity.

“ Flipper was dressed lavishly in regimentals and gold cord, and
sat upon the stage with his immense and ponderous cavalry sabre
tightly buckled around him, He had the attitude of Wellington or
Grant at a council of war. He was introduced to the andience by J.
0. Wimbish, a high-toned negro politician (as was) of thizs city, who
bespattered the young warrior with an eulogy such as no school-mas-
ter would have written for less than $5 C. 0. D. It was real slushy
in its copiousness and diffusivencss,

FRIP FIRES OFF.

“He arose with martial mien, and his left hand resting on his
sabre-hilt. Ile said :

“ ‘Some weeks ago he had been ealled upon at a reception in New
York to make a speeeh, but he had reminded the gentleman who
called upon him that he had been taught to be a soldier and not an
orator. While upon this occasion he still maintained that he was not
an orator, yet he would fell them something of his career at West
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Point. e referred to his colored predecessors in the Academy and
their fates, particularly of Smith, whose last year there was his (F.’s)
first. During that year, on Smith's account, he had received his
worst treatment at the Academy. Prejudice against us was strong
there at that time. During his first encampment he had a better time
than almost any man in hig class. In 1874 Smith left, and a rumor
prevailed that he (F.) was afraid to stay and was going to resign.
Colonel Upton, the commandant, sent for him to his house, told him
not to do go, but to stick it out. Of eourse he had no intention of
resigning, and he followed this superfluous advice, So far as the
cadets were concerned they always treated me fairly, would speak to
me, and some came to my room and talked with me, but the only
thing they did that was wrong, perhaps, was that they would not
associate with me openly. The officers always treated me as well as
they did any other cadet.  All these reports about my bad treatment
there, ezpecially in Southern newspapers, are absolutely false.

“'T will read and comment upon some of these articles. In Ths
Constitution of last Saturday it said I had the hardest four years of
any cadet who ever passed through the Academy. That is in some
respects true, but not wholly so. Bpeaking of Ben Butler's son, 1
am proud to say that among the three hundred cadets I hadn't a bet-
ter friend than the son of the Massachusetts statesman. (Applause.)
As to Mr Bigelow’s son, mentioned here, I know him well, and his
whole family—his father, the distinguished ex-Secretary of State, his
mother and his two sisters, and have met them at their home. Mrs.
Bigelow, recognizing my position, and thinking to assure my feel-
ings, sent me a nice box of fruit with her compliments.”

“ He then commented on articles from Beecher's (hristian Undon,
the New York Tribune, Harper's Weekly, and the New York Tele-
gram, characterizing many of their statements about himself as false.

SOCIAL EQUALITY IN THE ARMY.

**The article last named was about social eqguality in the army,
Flipper said that he was cordially met by the army officers in Chat-
tanooga. In return he paid his respects to the commandant and was
introduced and shown through the barracks. He was treated with
EVery courtesy.

‘"¢ How it is here you have all seen as I walked about the city. 1
have walked with the officers of the garrison here several times to-
day, even up and down Whitehall Street, and one of them invited
me into Schumann’s drug store, and had a glass of soda'together. I
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know it is not a usual thing to sell to colored people, but we got it.
(Langhter and applause.) And to-night as Mr. J. O. Wimbish and
myself were coming to the hall, we met with one of the officers at the
corner, and went into Schumann’s again, We called for soda-water,
and got it again | (Applause.) And I ealled at the barracks, through
military courtesy, and paid my respects to the commandant. I un-
derstand that the officers there have had my case under considera-
tion, and have unanimously agreed that I am a graduate of the na-
tional Aeademy, and hold a commission similar to their own, and am
entitled to the same courtesy as any other officer. I have been invited
to visit them at their guarters to-morrow. These things show you
something of social equality in the army, and when this happens
with officers who have lived in the South, and had opportunity to be
tainted with Southern feeling, I expect still less trouble from this
gource when I reach my regiment and among officers who have not
lived in the South and had oceasion to be tainted in this way. The
gentlemen of the army are generally better educated than the people
of the Soath.’

‘“He spoke of his graduation and of the applause with which he
was greeted.  He closed by thanking his audience.

FLOURISHING HIS FLIFTPEIL,

‘‘ Then Flipper was escorted upon the floor, and the announcement
was made that all who desired could now be introduced to the youth.

“The first man to receive this distinguished honor was George
Thomas, the Assistant United States Attorney. He was followed
closely by several Northern school-marms and teachers, and a host of
the colored people.]

 After shaking, the crowd took ice-cream and eake and adjourn-
ed. Sic transit!”’

I pass over the preceding article with the silent
contempt it deserves. Some of the papers com-
mented upon it. I give two such articles :

(From the Alanta (Ga.) Republican.)

Y The Atlanta Consfitution, true to prineiple, comes out in a slander-
ous attack upon Lieutenant Flipper. In itsissue of Tuesday, July 10th,
it calls him a fraud. Would to heaven we had ten thousand such
frauds in Georgia for the good of the State and progress in general !

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. Q6T

“‘Tt takes exception, too, to the manner in which the colored lieu-
tenant appeared at the reception given by the colored pcople in his
honor. He was ‘lavishly dressed in full regimentals,’ it says,
*with gold eord. He sat upon the stage with his massive and pon-
derous sword, looking like Wellingten or Grant in war eouneil. He
made remarks unealled for and distasteful.” Oh dear] Oh !

“Now we (that is I, this individual, Mr. Editor, for I wounld not
assume your grand editorial pronoun) should like to know how the
Constitution would have the young officer dress. BSurely it was en-
tirely proper and becoming that he should appear in full regimental
cap, coat, boots, spurs, and all, full fledged, just as he izsued forth
from West Point.

“*In the first place it was a novel sight for the colored people.
Burely the Constiiution would not rob us of the privilege and pleasure
of seeing in full military costume the first and only one of our race
who has been permitted to pass through West Point with honor.

““In regard to the ostentalious manner in which the lieutenant con-
ducted himself on that evening, nothing could be further from the
truth. In fact, the general comment of the evening by both black
and white was on the modesty of his bearing,

** It is not strange, however, that the Censtitution, whose judgment
and sense of right and justice have been perverted through years of
persistent sinning, should see things in a different light.

**The *unealled for and distasteful " remarks were doubtless those
made in regard to the fact that Northern people coming into contact
with Southern prejudice are tainted by it, and that West Pointers are
gencrally better educated than the Southern people. Of course this
would stir up the wrath of the Constifution ; for what could be more
hateful in its sight than truth ?

* JUsTITIA.

(From the New York World.)

*f Lientenant Flipper would have shown betier sense if he had not
made any speech at Atlanta. But if he was to make any speech at
all upon the subject of his treatment at West Point, it could scarcely
be expected that he should make one more modest, manly and sensi-
ble than that which is reported in our news columns.”

Here are two other articles of the abusive order
from the Southern press ;
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(From the Griffin (Ga.) News,)

*“J. C. Freeman, the only white man in Georgia that ever disgraced
the military of the United States, was in the city yesterday. Tt will
be remembered that this individoal at one time misrepresented this
distriet in Congress, and during that time he appointed one neero by
color, and Flipper by name, to West Point. But then nevertheless,
the negro is as good as he is, and better too, and we have no doubt
but what Freeman thinks he did a biz thing, but the good psople of
the State think different. This nolice 18 not i‘l:l,Eil for."

(From the Warrenton |;fr'.-.!_} I‘.';’J'al_:naibu}"}

“ The following isthe way the Southerners solidify their section—
that is, it is one way—the other, being the masked Kuklux. What it
says, however, about the North, is just about 5o :

*** Lieutenant Flipper, the colored cadet, is in Macon, and the
darkies there think him a bigger man that General Grant. They'll
want him to be President alter awhile, and the Northern people will
then be the first to say no.” "’

The article of social equality referred to was
clipped from the New York Heening Telegram. It
is as follows :

NEGRO EQUALITY IN THE ARMY.

" There is no danger of negro equality, oh no ! But it will be so
delightful for the white soldier to be commanded to pace the green-
sward before the tent of Licutenant Flipper, the negro graduate of
West Point, and the white soldier will probably indulge in a strange
train of thought while doing it. And when promotion comes, and
the negro becomes Majah Flippah, or Colonel Flippsh, the prospects
of the white captains and lientenants will be so eheerful, particularly
if they have families and are stationed at some post in the far West,
where any neglect in the sociul eourtesies toward their superior offi-
cer would probably zo hard with them and their families,. "

To go back fo the article “ Flying Around Flip-
per,” 1 want to say the white people of Georgia can
claim no credit for any part of my education. The
storrs school was not a publie school at the time I

THE CGOLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. 269

went to school there. It did not become such until
I wenf to West Point. The Atlanta University re-
ceives 88000 per annum from the State of Georgia in
lien of the share of the agrieultural land serip due
to the colored people for educational purposes.
Efforts have been made to take even this from the
nniversity, but all have been failures.

( Fram the Wicon (Ge) Telvgram and Messzngsr.)
BATTALION PARADE.

“ On Monday evening the colored companies of the city had a
battalion parade and review.

““"The three companies, viz., the Lincoln Guards, the Bibb
County Blues, and the Central City Light Infantry, formed on Fourth
Street, and to martial music marched up Mulberry to First, down
First to Walouat, up Walnut to Spring Strect, and there formed for
dress perade and inspection.

** On the right of the linewere the Light Infantry under Captain
W. H. DeLyons. The Blues bore the ecolors, and were commanded
by Bpencer Moses, Captain, and the Guards supported the extreme
left. T. N. M. Secllers, Captain of the Lincoln Guards, acted as
major. After some preliminary movements the troops were inspect-
c¢d by Lieutenant Flipper, the colored gradoate of West Point. The
troops then marched around the inspecting officer.

“The line was again formed, and the major addressed Lieutenant
Flipper in a short speech, in which was expressed gratitude to the
government and thanks to the inspecting officer.

* Lieutenant Flipper replied in a few very senzible and appropriate
remarks : That Lie wished all suecess, honor, and thanks to the com-
panies for their Kindness and courtesy. Hoped they would all make
soldiers and ficht for their country. That he was a soldier rather
than a speaker. That he had tried to do his duty at West Point, and
that he expected to continue to try to do his duty, and ' again thank-
ing you for your hospitality, kindness, and attention to myself, I
renew my wish for your future success.’

" After the speaking there was a general hand-shaking. The en-
tire parade was very creditable indeed, showing considerable profi-

12
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ciency in the tactics, and was witnessed by a large erowd of about
twelve hundred of whites and blacks.

““This is the first review ever held by the colored troops in the eity
of Macon, About eighty men rank and file were out. The colors
used was the United States flag. The uniforms were tasty and well

golten up. ™

There was a very scurrilous article in one of the
Charleston (8. €.) papers. I have not been able to
et it. I am informed that after commenting on my
graduation, assignment, ete., it indulged in much
speculation as to my future. It told how I would
live, be treated, ete., how I would marry, beget
“little Flippers,” and rear them up to ““don the
army blue,”” and even went far enough to predict
their career. It was a dirty piece of literature, and
I am not very sorry I eouldn’t obtain it.

{From the Aflanla (Ga.) Hepublican.)
SUCCESSFUL COLORED YOUNG MEXN.

““ At length a colored youth has overcome the difficulties that sur-
rounded him as a student at the West Point Military Academy, and
has graduated, with the respect of his white associates who were at
first very much opposed to him. Mr. Flipper, the successful yonng
man is a Georgia boy, and was appointed a cadet to West Point from
the Fifth Congressional District—the Atlanta District—by Congress-
man Freeman, we believe, e was raised by Rev, Frank Quarles, of
this city, and is regarded by him almost as a son.

“John F. Quarles, Esq., the son of Rev, Frank Quarles, is spend-
ing a few days with his father. Mr. J. F. Quarles was educated in
Pennsylvania sinee the war, and returned to Georgia in 1870, He
read Tow and was admitted to the Augusta bar after n careful exam-
ination before three of the ablest lawyers at that bar, which is noted
for its talent, He passed a very ereditable examination, and is, we
believe, the only colored man who has been admifted to the Georgia
bar. He was soon after appointed consul to Port Mahon, in the
Mediterranean Sea, and served with eredit until he was legislated out
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of office by the Democratic Congress. President IHayes recently ap-
pointed him consal to Malagza, Spain.
* Rev. Mr. Quarles is justly proud of two such boys."

Here, too, is a venerable colored man claiming
the honor of having raised me. Why, I never was
away from my mother and father ten consecutive
hours in my life until T went to West Point. It is
possible, nay, very probable, that he jumped me on
his knee, or boxed me soundly for some of my child-
1sh pranks, but as to raising me, that honor is my
mother's, not his.

Before leaving West Point the following commu-
nications were sent me from the head-quarters of the
Liberia Exodus Association, 10 Mary Street, Charles-
ton, 8. C. I replied in very courteous terms that I
was opposed to the whole scheme, and deelined to
have any thing to do with it. I was in Charleston
later in the year, and while there I-was besieged by
some of the officers of the association, who had not
vet despaired of making me * Generalissimo of Li-
beria’s Army,”” as one of them expressed himseld.
Wearied of their importunities, and having no sym-
pathy with the movement, T published the following
in the Charleston News and Courier :

FLIPPER ON LIBERIA,

“ Lieutenant Flipper, of the Tenth United States Cavalry, the
newly-fledged colored West Pointer, has something to say r;u the
guestion of the Liberian Exodus, which will be irltcnmth;g to the
people of his race. The lieutenant, by his creditable eareer asa
cadet at the Military Academy, has certainly earned the right to be
heard by the colored population with at least as much ms_[mc-.t and
attention as has been given to the very best of the self-constituted
apostles of the Exodus, Here is his letter -
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To the Editor of The News and Courder:

Wigips A romor has come to me from varions sonrees, to the effect that I have
promizged to resign my commizsion in the army after serving the two years required
by law, and to then accept another as General Commander-in-Chief of the Liberian
ATmy.

Wi It has also come to my notiee that many, particnlarly in the ecounties adjoin-
inr Georela, are beiny persuaded, and intond going to Liberia bocause I have mada
this promiseo,

i3 1 ghall consider it no small favor if you will statethat there is no law requir-
fng me to serve (100 voars, that T never anthorized any such statement as hera made,
that T have no =ympathy whatever for the “ Liberinn Exodns' movement, that T
j[i.'\'l.p"' it nefther countenance nor "E”]:'l]('”' but will opposs it whenever I feel Ulul the
occasion requires [t. 1 am not at all disposed to flee from one ehndow to gragp at
another—from the suppozed error of Hayes's Southern policy to the prospective
glory of commanding Liberia’s army.

4 yrary reepectinlly, yonr obedient servant,
it Teuny O. FLIPPER,
bt geaand Llenfenant Tenth U7, 8. Caoalry.
it L CHARLEETON, 3.'C., October 19, 1877."

THE LETTERS FREOM CHARLESTOXN.

Rooyms oF THE LIBERIANK AFRICAN ASSOCIATION, F
10 Mary StrEET, Umarnestox, 5. C., -
June 22 1877, hl

To Hexny O. Frirrer, Esq.,
. S Military Academy, West Point, N, T, :

Dear Friesp ANp Brorner: Your future, as foreshadowed
by the press of this country, looks dismal enough. We have conned
its remarks with mingled feelings of sympathy and exultation. Exul-
tation ! because we believe fate has something higher and better in
store for you than they or you ever dreamed. Inclosed please find copy
of a letter to the Honorable the Secretary of State. 'We have not yet
received a reply. Also, inclosed, a number of the Missionary Record
containing the call referred to. 'We have mentioned you in our note
to His Excellency Anthony Gardner, President of Liberia. Please
communicate with us and say if this letter and inclosures do not open
up a bright vista in the future to your imagination and reasonable as-
pirations ? We picture to ourselves our efforts to obtain a line of
gteamers crowned with suceess ; and behold you as commander-in-
chief organizing and marshalling Liberia's military forees in the in-
terests of humanity at large, and the especial development of a grand
African nationality that shall command the respect of the nations :
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S0 Afrie shall resume her seat in the
Hall of Nations vast
And sirike upon her restrang 1yre
The requiem of the past :
And sing a song of thanks to God,
For his great merey ghown,
In leadine, with an outatretched arm,
The henighted wanderer home,  Selah!

Provide yourself at once with maps, ete,, master the chorography
of Africa in general, and the topography of Liberia in particular,
that is to say, the whole range of the Kong mountains, including its
eastern slope on to the Niger, our natural boundary ! for the next
thirty years | after that, onward ! Cultivate especially the artillery
branch of the serviee ; this is the arm with which we can most surely
overawe all thouzht of opposition among the native tribes; whilst
military engineering will dot ont settlements with forts, against
which, they will see, "twould be madness to hurl themselves. We
desire to absorD and cultivate them. The great obstacle to this is their
refusal to have their girls educated., This results from their institution
of polyzamy. Slavery is the same the world over—it demands the
utter ignorance of its victims. We must compel their enlightenment.
Have we not said enough? Does not your intelligence grasp, and
your ambition spring to the great work ? Let us hear from you. You
can be a great power in assisting to carry out our Exodus, If you
desire we will elect you a member of our eouncil and keep you advis-
ed of our proceedings. We forward you hy this mail some of our
numbers and the Charleston News of the 20th. See the article on
yourself, and let it merve you to thoughts and deeds of greatness.
Let us know something about Baker and MeClennan, Are they at
.-"me;mli.-_:':" Cadets ¥ (We will require a navy as well asan army.)
Also something about yourself. What part of the State are you
from? Hon. R. H. Cain is not here, or probalily he eould inform us.
Affectionately yours, By our President,
B. F. PORTER,

Pastor of Morris Brown Chapel.

Gro. Cortis, Correspending Sccrefary.

P. S.—We have received a reply from the Seceretary of State—
very courteous in its tone—but “* regrets’”’ to say that he has *“no
gpecial means of forming an opinion upon the subject. The measure
referred to would require an Act of Congress, in respeet to whoze
future proceedings it wonld not be prudent to venture a predietion.™
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The answer is all we expected. We have made ourselves known
to, and are recognized by, the Executive ; our next step is to address
Senators Morton and Blaine—TIon, R. H. Cain will sce to it, that the
guestion is pushed in the House. G. C.

CoPxY,

Rooys or 1uE LimertA Exobrs AsSOCIATION, il
10 Mary STrEET, OHARLESTON, 8. C. -
June 14, 1877, 5
Hox., Wi, J. EvanTs,
Seerotary of State, Washinglon, D, . :

S : Inclosed please find a call on our people to prepare Lo or-
granize for an exodus to Liberia.

We think it explains itself, but any further explanation ealled for
we will gladly supply.

In the event of a sufficient response to our eall, please inform us
if there is any probability of our government placing one or more
steamers on the route between here, or Port Royal, and Liberia for
gur transportation ; and if so, then the charge for passage ; and if,
to those unable to pay ready money, time will be given, and the pay-
ment received in produce ?

Tenz of thousands are now eager to go from this State alone, bt
we want a complete exodus, if possible, from the whole United
States ; thus leaving yor a homogeneous people, opening up an im-
mense market for your products, giving a much reguired impetus to
your trade, commerce, and manufactures ; and for ourselves attaining
a position where, removed from under the shade of a * superior
race,”’ we will have full opportunity for developing whatever capa-
city of soul growth our Creator has endowed us with.

That Africa il be developed, and chiefly through the instru-
mentality of its five millions of descendants in Ameriea, is certain.
Now the question is, who shall have the ehief handling and conse-
quent benefit of this grand instrument, next to itself, of course, for
we are treating of a sentient instrumentality, We beseech you that
you do not send us, Columbus.-like, from court to court offering the
development of a new world to incredulous ears. We are asking
the President of Liberia, the American Colonization Society, and all
friends of the measure, for their aid, advice, and co-operation.

We desire to carry our first shipment of emigrants not later than
September or October proximo.
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We hiave the honor to be, 8ir, in all respect and loyalty, yours to
command,
The Council of the L. E, A, By our President,
B. F. PorTER,
Pastor Morris Brown A. M. E. Chureh.

Gro. Cortis, Oorresponding Szeretaiy.

Here is an article from some paper in New
Orleans. Contempt is all it deserves. I am sure all
my readers will treat it as I do. Frogs will croak,
won't they ?

LIECTENANT FLIPPER.

¢ With the sucesssful examination of the colored cadet Flipper, at
West Point, and his appearance in the gazette as a full-fledged lien-
tenant of cavalry, the long vexed question has heen gettled just as it
ceased to be a question of any practical import. Out of three or
four experiments Flipper is the one success, As the whole South
has now passed into Demperatic control, and the prospect for South-
ern Republican congressmen is small, the experiments will hardly be
repeated, and he must stand for those that might have been.

“It would be interesting to know how Flipper is to occupy his time.
The usual employments of young licutenants are of a social nature,
such as leading the German at Narraganzet Pier and ofliciating in seleet
private theatricals in the great haunts of Fashion. Flipper is de-
seribed as a little bow-legged grif of the most darkly coppery hue,
and of a general pattern that even the most enthusiastic would find i
hard to adopt. Flipper is not destined to uphold the virtues and
graces of his color in the galons of Boston and New York, then, nor
can he hope to escape the disagreeably conspicuous solitude he now
inhahits among his fellow-officers through any of those agencies of
usage and familiarity which would result if other Flippers were to
follow him into the army and help to dall the edge of the innovation.
Just what Flipper is to do with himself does not scem altogether
clear. Even the excitement of leading his men among the redskins
will be denied him, now that Spotted Tail has pacified the malcon-
tents and Sitting Bull has retired to the Canadas. It is to be pre-
sumed that those persons who patronized Flipper and had him sent
to West Point are gratified at the conclusion, and there iz a sort of
reason for believing that Flipper himself is contented with the lot
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he has accepted ; but whether the experiment is worth all the an-
noyance it oceasions is a problem not so easily disposed of,

** His prospects don't appear to be very brilliant as regards social
delights or domestic enjoyments, but of course that is Flipper's busi-
ness—not ours. It merely struck us that things had happened a lit-
tle unfortunately for him, to become the lonesome representative of
h's race in the midst of associations that object to him and at a time
when the supply of colored officers is permanently cut off. Per-
sonally we are not interested in Flipper.™

I am indebted to a Houston Texas, paper for the
following :

THE COLORED WEST POINTER.

“We had a call yesterday from Lientenant H. Q. Flipper, of the
United States Army. Mr. Flipper, it will be remembered, is the col-
ored cadet who graduated at the Military Academy at West Point
last session, eccupying in his class a position that secured his ap-
pointment to the eavalry service, a mark of distinetion. He was
gazetted as second lieutenant in the Tenth Cavalry, and he enjoys
the honor of being the first colored man who has passed by all the
regular channels into an official station in the army.

“This young officer is a bright mulatto, tall and seldierly, with a
guict unobtrusive manner, and the bearing of a4 gentleman: As the
forerunner of his race in the position he oceuples, he is placed in a
delicate and trying situation, a fact which he realizes. Ile remarked
that he knew it was one of the requirements of an officer of the army
to be a genfleman, a man of honor and integrity under all circum-
stances, and he hoped to be equal to his"duties in this regard. He
goes on to Fort Concho to join his regiment, which is likely to have
work to do soon, if there is any thing in the signs of the times.

‘“We bespeak for this young ofticer the just consideration to
which the difficulties of his position entitle him."

I was originally ordered to Fort Concho, but at
Houston, Texas I met my lientenant-colonel, who
informed me that my company was en roule to Fort
Sill. My orders were then changed, and I proceeded
to Sill.

5 L
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Here is another article from a paper in the same
]'hlili'ﬁ‘ :
TIIE DIFFERENCE.

' The Age yesterday had a call from Henry O. Flipper second lieu-
tenant Tenth United States Cavalry, who is on his way under orders to
join his regiment at Fort Concho. So far there is nothing very un-
usnal in this item, but interest will be given to it when we add that
Lieutenant Flipper is the first colored graduate of West Point. He
went 1o the institution from Georgia, and graduated last June, fifty-
fifth in a class of seventy-six. There is a preponderance of white
blood in his veins, and in general appearance, except for color, he is
a perfect image of Senator Plumb of Kansas. IHe reports that sinee
he hasg struck the Bouth he hos been treated like a gentleman, wkick
18 something different from his experiencs in the Nertli. IHe made the
ncquaintance of Senator Maxey at West Point—the Senator himself
Leing a graduate of the Academy—and regards him as a very pleas-
ant gentleman. During the ten minutes he spent in the Age editorial
rooms several prominent democrats of the eity called to see and
ghuke lhands with him, partly out of curiosity to see the colored
cadet who was so bitferly perseculed by Northern students at West
Point, and partly to bid him a welcome to the South such as none of
his political party friends would have thought of giving him in the
North. Before many years he will be, as all infelligent eolored men will
be, « demociral,”

Wherever I have travelled in the South it has
been thrown into my face that the Southern people
had, would, and did treat me better than the
Northern people. This is wholly untrue. It is frue
that the men generally spealk kindly and freat me
with due eourtesy, but never in a single instance has
a Southern man introduced me to his wife or even
invited me to his house. It wasdone Northin every
place I stopped. In many cases, when invited to
visit gentlemen’s residences, they have told me they
wanted their wives to meet me. A distingunished
New York lady, whose name has oceurred in print
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several times with mine, gave me with her own hands
a handsome floral tribute, just afier receiving my
diploma. During five months’ stay in the St'm!'l{,
after my graduation, not a single Southern white
woman spoke to me. I mistake. I did buy some
articles from one who kept a book.store in a f;nunl'r}*
town in (teorgia. This is the only exception. This
is the way Southern people treated me better than
Northern people. The white people (men) of Hous-
ton, Texas, showed me every possible conurtesy while
I was there. My freatment there was in high and
honorable contrast to that I received in Atlanta.
Here are two articles that have a few words to say
abonf me. I adopt and quote them at length :

( From the New York Treibiwna)
WEST POINT,

' The examinations of the boys in the national school have become
an object of national interest this year more than any other, simply
because there is a stagnation of other news. While the public is
waiting for an outbreak from Kars or the new party, it has leisure to
look into the condition of these incipient officers, Hence reporters
have crowded to West Point, the Board of Visitors and cadets have
both been quickened to unwonted zeal by the consciousness of the
blaze of notoriety upon them, and the country has read with satisfac-
tion each morning of searching examinations and sweeping cavalry
charges, giving a shrug, however, at the enthusiastic recommenda-
tion of eertain members of the board that the number of yearly ap-
pointments ghonld be doubled or gquadrupled. In this cold ague of
economy with which the nation is attacked just now, and which
leaves old army odicers unpaid for a disagreeably long time, the
chances of any addition to the flock in the nest are exceedingly small.
In fact, while the average American in war time recognized the utility
of a trained band of tacticians, he is apt to grumble at their drain
upon his pocket in piping times of peace. Only last year he relieved
himself in Congress and clsewhere by a good deal of portentous tali-
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ing 0s to the expediency of doing away with the naval and military
free schools altogether. He has, in shorf, pretty much the opinion of
the army officer that Hodge has of his parish priest, * useful enough
for Sundays and funerals, but too consumedly expensive a luxury for
week days.’

“This opinion, no doubt, appears simply ludicrous and vulgar to
the gallant young fellows who are heing trained for their country’s
service up the Hudson, and who already look upon themselves as its
supports and bulwarks, but there is o substratum of common-sense in
it which we commend to their consideration, because, if for no other
reason, that the average American is the man who pays their bills
and to whom they owe their education and future livelinood. 1If they
do not accept his idea of the conduct and motives of action hy
which they may properly repay him the debt they owe, it certainly
is fitting that their own idea should be indisputably a higher one: We
begin to doubt whether it is not much lower. The country, in estab-
lishing this school, simply proposed to train a band of men skilled to
serve it when needed as tacticians, engineers, or disciplinarians ; the
more these men founded their conduct on the bases of good sense,
honor, and republican prineiples, the better and higher would be
their service. The idea of the boys themselves, however, within
later years, scems to be that they constitute an aristocratic class (moved
by any thing but republican principles) entitled to lay down their
own laws of good-breeding and honor. Accounts which reach us of
their hazing, ete., and notably their treatment of the colored cadets,
show that these notions are guite different from those accepted
clsewhere. Now such ideas would be natural in pupils of the great
French or Austrian military schools, where admission testifies to high
rank by birth or to long, patient achievement on the part of the stu-
dent. But really our boys at West Point must remember that they
belong to anation made up of working and trades men ; that they are
the sons of just such people ; that the colored laborer helps to pay
for their support as well as that of the representative of his race who
sits beside them. Furthermore, they have done nothing as yet to
entitle them to assume authority in such matters. They have recited
certain lessong, learned to drill and ride, and to wear their clothes
with precision ; but something more is needed. The knight of old
was skilled in gentleness and fine courtesy to the weak and unfortu-
nate aswell as in horsemanship. It was his manners, not his truusers,
which were beyond reproach.

‘1t is not as trifling a matter as it seems that these young fellows
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should thus imbibe mistaken ideas of their own position or the re-
quirements of real manliness and good-breeding, The greatest mis-
takes in the war were in consequence of just such defects in some of
our leading officers, and the slaughter of the Indiansin the South.
West upon two occasions proceeded from their inability to recognize
the rights of men of a different color from 1]wmsu1;'o:¢. Even in
trifles, however, such matters follow the rule of inexorable justice—
s, for instance, in this case of Cadet Flipper, who under ordinary
circumstances might have passed without notice, but is now known
Trum one end of the country to the other as a credit to his profeszion
in scholarship, pluck, and real dignity ; while his classmates are
searcely mentioned, though hizher in rank. except in relation to their
cruel and foolish conduct toward him. "

(From the New York Warld )

“ West Porxt, August 20.—In my carnest desire to do justice to
the grand ball last night I neglected to mention the arrival of the new
colored candidate for admission into the United States Military Aca-
flu:fm_}'. although I saw him get off at the steamboat ]:ulu‘linr- and‘wﬁs
4 witness to the supreme indifference with which he “-,; treatecd
save by a few personal friends. Minnie Passed the physical {-xnm{n:
ation easily, for he is a healthy mulatto. Whether this stern Alma
:"iIu!r:r will matriculate him is still o question. It is really ;:s.-tr;;.juhl_
ing, and perhaps alarming, in view of the enthusiastic m;dpu.-vm-shoi‘
the Republican parly to confer upon the colored race all the rirhts
and privileges of citizens of the United States, to see with \I’JI';t ];ft:
contempt every candidate for academic honors who is in the ﬁiie‘h!c?t
degree ' off color,” is received. As You are aware, there iu: huth JI‘IE:?-
ent a colored, or partly colored, cadet in the Frt-:c.hm-ru-u !‘;']-Ls.—j-
‘;‘.L'iuttalmr by name. This paor young mulatts is com plctclﬂ.'er;ahtr-xv
cized not only hy West Point society, but most t]1ormt=rlll_1,"h:,r lltw
corps of cadets itself, Flipper got through all right nna strange m:
81y, the cadets seem to have a certain kind of ﬁ:s}:ctt flﬂl‘ iﬁr: al
tlmug:h he was the darkest * African * that has yet been seen -ma'on r;
the West Point cadets, Flipper had remarkable pluck and luc:"'.';
ani wn.‘q accorded his parchment—well up on the list, too—at Insz
gruﬁn:a’rmn day. {Iu is made of sterner staff than poor ‘n‘lr'hf:[u];cr

. A most surprising fact is that not one of the cadets—and I u.{m;
; might safely include the professors—tries to dissemble his animos
ity fer the black, mulatto, or octoroon candidate. When I ;lsked I;
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eadet to-day some questions concerning the treatment of Cadet
Whittaker by the corps, he said : * Oh, we get along very well, sir.
The cadets simply ignore him, and he understands very well that we
do not intend to associate with him.' This eadet and =everal olhers
were asked whether Mionie, if admitted, would also be ostracized
socially. Their only answer was: ‘ Certainly ; that is well under-
stood by all. We don't associate with these men, hut they have all
the rights that we have nevertheless.” I asked if he knew whether
Whittaker attended the ball last night. The cadet said he didn’t see
him at the ball, but that he might have been looking on from the
front stoop ! * How does this young man Whittaker usually amuse
himsell when the rest of the boys areat play?' I asked. © Well,
we don't get muech play, and I think that Whittaker has as much as
he can do to attend to his studies. He manared to pull through af
last examination, but I doubt if he ever graduates,” was the reply.
Meeting another cadet to whom I had been introduced I asked what
he had heard of the praspects of the new colored candidate, Minnie,
‘I haven't heard any thing, but I hope he won't get through,’ said
the cadet. Another cadet who stood near said that the case of Flipper,
who graduated so suceessfully, was an exceptional one. Flipper didn’t
care for any thing except to graduate, but he was confident that these
other colored cadets would fail. So far as I have been able to ascer-
tain, the Faculty have never attempted to prevent the colored cadets
from having an equal chance with their white fellows, In fact un-
der the present management it would be next to impossible for them

to do so."

I ean’t let this artiele pass without quoting a few
words from a letter I have from Whittaker, now at
West Point. He says :

“T have heen treated bully since I eame in from eamp (of sum-
merof 7). Got only one * skin " last month (Deccember, '77), I am
still under * —— ' (tactical officer), and he treats me bully ; lie wanted
to have a man court-martialled, when we were in camp, for refusing
to close up on me. Oneday a corporal put me in the rear rank when
ihere were plebes in the front rank, and —— told him if any such act
ever oceurred again he would have him and the file confined to the
guard-house. He has never ‘skinned ' me since you left. He is
O.K. towards me, and the others are afraid of him. . . . . As
I am sitting in my room on third floor, sixth ‘div," a kind of
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sadness creeps over me, for I am all alone. Minnie went home on last
Friday. He was weighed in the ‘math’ scale and found want-
inj.;~ The poor fellow did not study his * math ' and could not hel p
being ‘ found.” He was treated fiirly and sqaarely, ut he did not
study. I did all T could to help and encourage him, but it was all in
vain, He did not like {an instructor) x'c-;g.f much, and a carelezs-
ness seized him, which resulted in his dismissal. I was sorry to see
him go away, and he himself regretted it very much. He saw his
;reat error only when it was too late.  On the day he left he told me
that he did not really study a ‘ math ’ lesson since he entered ; and
was then willing to give any thing to remain and redeem himself,
He had a very simple subject on examination, and when he came
back Ae told wne that e had not seen. the subject for some two or three
weeks before, and he, consequently, did not know what to put on the
hoard. .-":Lll. he had on it was wrong, and he could not make his de-
monstration, '

The World reporter seems to be as ignorant as
some of the others. T was by no means the ¢ dark-
est © African’ that has yet been seen among the West
Point cadets.” Howard, who reported in 1870 with
Smith, was unadulterated, as also were Werle and
White, who reported in 1874. There were others who
were also darker than I am : Gibbs and Napier, as I
am informed. T never saw the last two.

: The Brooklyn Zagle is more generous in its
views. It proposes to utilize me. See what it says :

" Probably Licutenant Flipper could be made much more usefu
than as a target for Indian bullets, if our government would with-
draw him from the army and place him in some eolored eollere, where
he could teach the pupils engineering, so that when they reach Africa
they could build bridges, railroads, ete, ]

g o .k T 33 3
; This article was signed by *“ H. W. B.”” It is not
difficult to gness who that is.
I have had considerable correspondence with an
army officer, a stranger to me, on this subject of
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being detailed at some college. He is of opinion it
would be best for me. I could not agree with him.
After I joined my company an effort (unknown to
me) was made by the Texas Mechanical and Agri-
cultural College to have me detailed there. It was
published in the papers that I had been so detailed.
I made some inquiries, learned of the above state-
ments, and that the effort had completely failed.
Personally I'd rather remain with my company. I
have no taste and no tact for teaching. I would
decline any such appointment.

(From the Thomosville (Fay Times)

““Wm. Flipper, the colored cadet, has graduated at West Point
and been commissioned as a second lieutenant of cavalry in the
United States Army. Heis the first colored individual who ever held
a commission in the army, and it remains to be seen how the thing
will work. Flipper's father resides here, and is a first-class boot and
shoe maker. A short time back he stated that he had no idea his
zon would be allowed to zraduate, but he will be glad to know that

he was mistaken."'
Of course everybody knows my name is not
William.

(From the Thomaseille (Ga.) Enterprise.)

** Lieutenant Henry O. Flipper of the United States Army is spend-
ing a few days here with his father’s family, he has been on the streets
very little, spending most of his time at home. e wears an undress
uniform and deports himself, so far as we have heard, with perfect
propriety. This we believe he has done since his graduation, with
the exception of his unnecessary and uncalled-for criticisms on the
Southern people in his Atlanta speech. He made a mistake there ;
one which his sense and education ought to teach him not to repeat.
Not that it would affect our people, or that they care about it, but

for his own good.”"*

# In all the places T visiled after graduation T was troated with the utmost respect
and conrtesy except in Atlanta. The white people, with one exception, dido’t no-
tice me at all.  All forcicners treated me with all due considerntion. One young
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ﬂ That ‘ undress uniform’ was a * cit»’ suit of blus
Cheviot. The people there, like those in Atlanta,
don’t seem to know a black button from a brass one,
or a civilian suit from a military uniform.

(From the Charleston (S, €) News tund Cawrier,)
THE COLORED WESTPOINTER.

“ Lieutenant II. O. Flipper, the colored graduate of West
Point,was entertained in st yle at Tully's, King Strect, Tuesday nieht.
The hosts were a colored orzanization called the Amatenr f.ileriu*v
and Fraternal Association, which determined that the lieutenant v.-l;f_m
will leave this city to-day to join his regiment, the Tenth Cavalry,
now in Texas, should not do so without some evidence of their ap-
preciation of him personally, and of the fact that he had reflected
eredit on their race by passing through the National Academy.
Over forty persons were at the entertainment, to whom the lieuten-
ant was presented by A. J. Ransier, the colored ex-member of Con-
gress, The lieutenant responded briefly, as he has invariably
done, and expressed his warm thanks for the courtesy shown by the
association. A number of sentiments were offered and sapuvu{-_]nm
made, and the evening passed off very agreeably to all, especially so
to the recipient of the hospitality. ;i

“ Lieutenant Flipper expects to start to-day for Texas. While he
has been in this city he has made friends with whites and blacks by
he sensible course he has pursued, ™

man, whom I knew many vears, who hag gold me many an article, and awaited
my convenience for his pay, and who met mein ¥ew York, and walked and talked
with me, hung his head and turned away from me, just as I was about to address
him on & street in Atlanta, Asain and again have T passed and repassed acquiint-
ances on the strects without any sign of recopnition, even when 1 have addressed
them. Whenever I have entered any of their stores for finy purpose, they have
almost invariably “ golten off " gome stuff abount altempts om the part of the r[mhnr-
ities at West Point to ‘“freeze me out," or about better treatment from Southern
boys than from those of the North. That i how they treated me In .ulémm al-
though I had lived there over fourteon years, and was known by neatly every n-n-e In
the city, In Thomaszville, Sonthwest, Ga., where T was born, and -p;hici‘; T had
uot ecen for eizhieen years, I was received and treated by the whiteg almost as one
of thimeelyves,
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[j"-',-.-:—;-;-;—. the Charleaton L.’g (-'_]- Clommerecial.)
LIEUTENANT FLIPPER'S ENTERTAINMENT.

“ The Amateur Literary and Fraternal Association, of which A. J.
Ransier is the President, learning that Licutenant Flipper, of the
United States Cavalry, was preparing to depart to the position as-
siened him on duty on the plains in Texas, at once determined to give
him a reception, and for this purpose the following committee was
appointed to arrange the detailsand programme for an entertainment :
J. M. Grezg, W. . Birny, A. J. Ransier, C. . Leslie, and George
A, Gibson,

“ The arrangements were made, and the members of the association
and invited guests to the number of some forty, of the most respecta-
ble colored people of Charleston, met last night at Tully's Hall,
King Street, where a bounteous feast was prepared for the occasion.
The guest, Lieutenant Flipper, soon arrived, and was introduced to
the party, and, in the course of time, all sat down at the table, upon
which was spread the most palatable dishes which the king eaterer of
Charleston could prepare. This was vigorously attacked by all.

*“ Wines were then brought on, and speech-making introduced as a
set off. A. J. Ransier, in one of his usual pleasant speeches, intro-
duced Lieutenant Flipper, paying him a deserved tribute for his suc-
cess in the attainment of the first commission issued to a colored
eraduate of West Point.

“ Lieutenant Flipper, in a brief and eourteous speech, acknowl-
edged the compliment, and thanked the association for the kind at-
tention paid him, promising them that in his future eareer in the army
of his country he would ever strive to maintain a position which
would do credit to his race.

“3%. H. Birney next responded in eloguent terms to the toast,
‘ The State of South Carolina.’ J. N. Gregg was called upon, and
responded in a wise and disercet manner to the toast of * The Future
of the Colored Man in this Country.” * The Press 'and * Woman’ were
next respectively toasted, and responded to by Ransier and F. A.
Carmand, Other speeches were made by C. C. Leslie, J. J. Connor,
and others, and at a late hour the party retired, after a most pleasant
evening’s enjoyment. Lieutenant Flipper leaves for Texas to-mor-
row."’

Before closing my narrative I desire to perform a
very pleasant duty. I sincerely believe that all my
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success at West Point is due not so much to my per-
severance and general conduct there as to the early
moral and mental training I received at the hands of
those philanthropic men and women who left their
pleasant homes in the North to edueate and elevate
the black porfion of America’s citizens, and that,
too, to their own discomfort and disadvantage. How
they have borne the sneers of the Southern press, the
ostracism from society in the South, the dangers of
Kuklux in remote counties, to raise up a downtrod-
den race, not for personal agerandizement. but for
the building up and glory of His kingdom who is no
respecter of persons, is surely worthy our deepest
gratitude, our heartfelt thanks, and our prayers and
blessing. Under the training of a good Christian old
lady, too old for the work, but determined to give
her mite of instruection, I learned to read and to
eipher—this in 1866. From her I was placed under
control of a younger person, a man. From him I
passed to the control of another lady at the famous
“ Storr’s School.” T remained under her for two
vears more or less, when I passed to the eontrol of
another lady in what was called a Normal School.
I'rom here I went to the Atlanta University, and
prepared for the college course, which in due time I
took up. This course of training was the foundation
of all my after-success. The discipline, which T
learned to heed, because it was good, has been of in-
aleulable benefit to me. Tt has restrained and
shaped my temper on many an oceasion when to
have yielded to it would have been ruin. Tt has
I{‘""lLLlH"{l my aefs when to have committed them as
I fr_mtcﬂnpl.m_d would have been base unmanliness.
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And it has made my conduet in all cases Tm-.':n'f!.r:
others generous, courteous, and Christian, when _1!:
might otherwise have been mean, base, and degrad-
ine. It taught me to be meek, considerate, and
kind, and I have verily been benefited by it.

The mind-training has been no less useful. Its
thoroughness, its completeness, and its variet y made
me more than prepared to enter on th:ﬁ. eurriculum
of studies prescribed at West Point. A less
thorough, complete, or varied training would never
have led to the suecess I achieved. 1 was not pre-
pared expressly for West Point. This very H]ﬂl:fﬂl_!{h—
ness made me competent to enter any ecollege in the
land. :

How my heart looks back and swells with grati-
tude to these trainers of my youth ! My gratitude
is deeply felt, but my ability to express it is poor.
May Heaven reward them with long years of happi-
ness and usefulness here, and when this life is over,
and its battles won, may they enter the bright por-
tals of heaven, and at His feet and from His own
hands receive crowns of immortal glory.




CHAPTER XVII.

T s e
— Carol 1 L 10 a cadetship at the
erl:*.d'btzltes Military Academy at West Point. Now
York, in 1870, by the Hon. S. I.. Hoge. .]’Iv re-
ported, as instructed, at the Military ,kr-;ul?mm' 1'1; ”ll;}
early summer of 1870, and succeeded in Jlﬂﬁr'i‘illf" the
physical and intellectual examination '1'11'-{?::,'1::1"1'1{-3:]J
and was received as a ‘‘ conditional cadet.” ._.“'Lt I]n:!*
same fime one Howard reported, but unfortunatel ;
did not suceeed in ¢ getting in.”’ e
In complexion Smith was rather light, possibly
an octoroon. Howard, on the con trary, was Iﬂm.-lé
Howard had been a student af Howard l.'uirm'wi;v.
as u]_.k:f_: had been Smith. Smith, before en!:eriﬁg.- t]Lu;
:}*;'Iltlem."r’, had graduated at the Hartford H; h
School, and was well prepared to enter upon tlw.niv
course of studies at West Point, ' :

- _]n studies I_m went through the first year's course
".";‘IIIJEJIILfZ any difficulty, but unfortunately an a{}?u’ré
d’ honneur—a * dipper 1ig]1n"-—mnsedk]1im to I)L
put back one year in his studies In goi ng over this
course again he stood very high in ]1i.~sbcfiasl=; imf
H']Ii’fll 1t was finished he began {_{‘{.;ill”' down “‘I"i(]jli‘l“ r
until he became a member of the 1:31- Hf,’{‘.TiTIIIL f}fllli:‘::‘
class, an immortal,” as we say. and iu.mnstfmrt
danger of being * found.”’ 5 | L

He eontinued his course in this part of his class
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till the end of his second class year, when he was
declared deficient in natural and experimental phi-
losophy, and dismissed. At this time he had been
in the Academy four years, but had been over
only a three-years’ course, and would not have
graduated until the end of the next year, June,
1879.

As to his trials and experiences while a cadet, I
shall permit him to speak. The following articles
embrace a series of letters written by him, after his
dismissal, to the New National Era and Citizen,
the political organ of the colored people, published
at Washineton, D. C. :

THE COLORED CADET AGAIN,
PERTINENT OR IMPERTINENT CAUD FROM CADET SMITH.
o Conusmra, B. O, July 27, 1874

To the Editor of the National Republican:

“ &rw : I saw an article yesterday in one of ourloeal papers, copied
from the Brooklyn Argus, concerning my dismissal from the Military
Academy, The article referred to closes as follows: ® Though he
has written letters to his friends, and is quite sanguine about returning
and finally graduating, the professors and cadets say there is not the
slightest chance. Said a professor to a friend, the otherday : ** It will
be a long time before any one belonging to the colored race can grad-

nate at West Point.”’
“ Now, Sir, I would like to ask a few guestions through the columns

of your paper concerning these statements, and would be glad to have

them answered by some of the knowing ones,

“In the first place, what do the professors and eadets know of my
chances for getting back, and if they know any thing, how did they
find it out? At an interview which I had with the Secretary of War,
on the 17th instant, he stated that he went to West Point this year for
a purpose, and that he was there both before and after my examina-
tion, and conversed with some of the professors concerning me.
Now, did that visit and those conversations have any thing to do with
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the finding of the Academic Board? Did they have any thine to d

with that wonderful wisdom and foresight d isp‘I:wml by the profess : D
and cadets in commenting upon my chanees for ;T[.'Hjnu' I:.*l.{-l]:I ‘?J ‘.‘t{;h
should the Secretary of War zo to West Point !Im ".':nr : I.’::r. & n:
pose,’ rm{ll converse with the professors about me hmi] &fru’r: :111;1 rlrﬂr';'
tIIu'- examination ?  Besides, he spoke of an interview he had had wilia
Colonel Ruger, Superintendent of the Academy, in New York, on Sun-
day, the 12th instant, in reference to me » during which {.‘rs]nn.vl Hlt"‘i' i
Iun.[ said that the Academic Board would not rer-hmnw-nd me to rf-!lt?t]l
Is it very wonderful thatthe Academic Board should refuse such rm't
ommentdation after those very interesting conversations w]ﬁth wr?r:
held © both defore and affer the recommendation ¥ Why was lh:
secretary away from West Point af the time of the examination i

“‘ In the next place, by what divine power does that ]1';1!'11!_.-1['01"1:'!:*

a professor, prophesy that it will be a lone time Lefore any nn[l: 1.u=:
longing to the colored race can graduate at West Point? It seems
that he must have a wonderful knowledge of the neoro that ]:h:_* :":1.1
tell the '.:milities of all the colored boys ir America. j_?ut it is ]'I-GS.-';E].]![‘
that he is one of the younger professors, perhaps the professor of ]mi:

g Tivr i A - N o # s
losophy, and therefore expects to live and preside over that depart-
ment for a long time, though to the unsophisticated mind it looks
1;‘1'}' much as though he would examine a colored cadet on the color
of his face. ; i

** Ithink he could express himself better and come much nearer the
truth by substituting shall for can in that sentence. Of mtwssr; whii;
affairs remain at West Point as they have always been. and m"{a now
no colored boy will graduate there : but there are s-:&nmlal" us who ar ;
sanguine about seeing a change, even if we can’t et back, :
“J. W. Sarr,
“ Lale Cadet U. S. M, A.”

e

THE DIPPER DIFFICULTY.

“Covrumeria, 8. C., July 80, 1874,
T i n - -
To the Hditor of the New Nutional Era
ai y ¢ 3 » & -
‘ As I told you in my last communication, T shall now procesd to
gl:k'nr:'.l}'-r}il an account of my four years® stay at West Point,
I reported there on the 31st of May, 1870, and had not been there
an hour before I had been reminded by several thoughtful cadets that
+ i . f £ E ; :
I \.-.a!:; r]l*f:!.!il'l.ﬁg but a d—d nigger." Another colored boy, Howard
of Mississippi, reported on the same day, and we were put in the same
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room, where we stayed until the preliminary examination was over,
and Howard was sent away, as he failed to pass,

“« While we were there we could not meet a cadet anywhere with.
out having the most opprobrious epithets applied to us; but after
complaining two or three times, we concluded to pay no altention to
such things, for, as we did not know these cadets, we could get no
satisfaction.

“ One night about twelve o'clock some one eame into our room,
and threw the contents of his slop-pail over us while we were asleep.
We got to our door just in time to hear the ‘ gentleman " go
into his room on the floorabove us. This affair reported itself the
next morning at ¢ Police Inspection,” and the inspector ordered
us to search among the tobacco quids, and other rubbish on the
floor, for something by which we might identify the perpetrator
of the affair. The search resulted in the finding of an old en-
velope, addressed to one MeCord, of Kentucky. That young ° gen-
tleman ’ was questioned in reference, but succeeded in convineing
the authorities that le had nothing to do with the affair and
knew nothing of it.

“* A few days after that, Howard was struck in the face by that
young ‘ gentleman,” * because,’ as he says, * the d—d nigrer didn’t
get out of the way when I was going into the boot-black’s shop.’
Tor that offence Mr. McCord was confined to his room, but was
never punished, as in a few days thereafter he failed at the pre-
liminary examination, and was sent away with all the other unfortu-
nates, including Howard.

““ On the 28th of June, 1870, those of us who had succeeded in pass-
ing the preliminary examination were taken in ‘ plebe camp,’ and
there I got my taste of ‘ military diseipline,’ as the peity persecu-
tions of about two hundred cadets were called. Left alone as Iwas,
by Howard's failure, I had to take every insult that was offered, with-
out saying any thing, for T had complained several times to the Com-
mandant of Cadets, and, after * investigating the matter,” he invari-
ably came to the conclusion, ‘ from the evidence deduced,” that T
was in the wrong, and I was cautioned that I had better be very par-
ticular about any statements that I might make, as the regulations
were very strict on the subject of veracity.

““ Whenever the ‘ plebes’ (new cadets) were turned out to * police’
eamp, as they were each day at 5 Ao and 4 o, certain cadets
would come into the company street and spit out quids of tobacco
which they would call for me to pick up. 1would geta broom  and
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shovel for the purpose, but they would immediatel y begin swearing at
and abusing "me for not using my fingers, and then the corporal of
police would order me to put down that broom and shovel, * and not
to try to play the gentleman here,' for my fingers were ‘ made for
that purpose.’  Finding there wasno redress to be had there, T wrote
my friend Mr. David Clark, of Hartford, Ct.. to do something for
me, He had my letter published, and that drew the attention of Con-
gress to the matter, and a board was sent to West Point to inquire
into the matter and report thereon, That board found out that
several eadets were guilty of conduet unbecoming a eadet and a gen-
tleman and recommended that they be court-martialled, but the Secre-
tary of War thought a reprimand would be sufficient. Among those
reprimanded were . O'M. Gillmore, son of General Gillmore s Alex,
B. Dyer, son of General Dyer; and James T, Reid, nephew of the
Secretary of War (it is said). I was also reprimanded for writing let-
ters for publication.

* Instead of doing good, these reprimands seemed only to increase
the enmity of the cadets, and they redoubled their energies to get me
into diffieulty, and they went on from bad to worse, until from words
they came to blows, and then occurred that * little onplensantiness ’
known as the ‘ dipper fight.” On the 13th of Auguast, 1870, I, being
on guard, was sent to the tank for a pail of water. T had to oo a dis-
tance of about one hundred and fifty yards, fill the pail by drawine wa-
ter from the faucet in a dipper (the faucet was too low to iwrruitth}:mil
to stand under it), and return to the guard tent in ten minutes. When I
reached the tank, one of my classmates, JJ. W. Wilson, was standing
in front of the faueet drinking water from a dipper. He didn's seem
inclined to move, so 1 asked him to stand aside as I wanted to get
water for the guard. fHe said : ‘ I'd like to see any d—d nigger ret
water before I get through. Tsaid: *I'm on t]l]i:;', and l'\'lu-got no
time to fool with you,” and I pushed the pail toward the faucet. He
kicked the pail over, and T set it up and stooped down to draw the
water, and then he struck at me with his dipper, but hit the brass
plate on the front of ‘my hat and broke his dipper. T was stooping
down at the time, but I stood up and struek him in the face with my
left fist ; but in getting up I did not think of a tent fly that was
spread over the tank, and that pulled my hat down over my eyes,
He then struck me in the face with the handle of his dipper {h:: broke
his dipper at the first blow), and then I struck him two or three times
with my dipper, battering it, and cutting himsvery severely on the
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left side of his head near the temple. He bled very profusely, and
fell on the ground near the tank.

“'The alarm soon spread through the camp, and all the cadets came
running to the tank and swearing vengeance on the * d—d nigger.’

“ An officer who was in his tent near by came out and ordered me
to be put under gnard in one of the gnard tents, where T wasz kept
until next morning, when I was put 'io arrest.” Wilson was taken
to the hogpital, where he dtayed two or three weeks, and a2 soon as
be returned to duty he was also placed in arrest. This was made the
subject for a court-martial, and that court-martial will form the sub-
ject of my next communication,

* Yours respectfully,
. WM,
* Lale Caded U, 5. M. A"

THE INJUSTICE AT WEST POINT.

“CorvMery, 8. C., August 7, 1874

To the Editor of the New National Era: .

“ Brr : In my last communication T related the cireumstaneces of
thie * dipper fight," and now we come to the cour-martial which re-
sulted therefrom.

*“ But there was another charge upon which I was tried af the same
time, the circumstances of which I will detail.

“On the 15th of August, 1870, just two days after the ‘ dipper
fight,” Cadet Corporal Beacom made a report against me for * reply-
ing in a disrespectful manner to a file-closer when spoken to at drill,
r.a.’ For this alleged offence T wrote an explanation denying the
charge ; but Cadet Beacom found three cadets who swore that they
heard me make a disrespeetful reply in ranks when Cadet Bea-
com, ag a file-cloger on duty, spoke to me, and the Commandant of
Cadets, Lieutenant Colonel Upton, preferred charges against me for
muking falze statements,

*“ The court to try me sat in September, with General O, 0. How-
ard as President. T plead ‘ not guilty * to the charge of assault on
Cadet Wilson, and also to the charge of making false statements.

“The court found both Cadet Wilson and myself * guilty * of as-
sault, and sentenced us to be confined for two or three weeks, with
some other light punishment in the form of * extra duty.’

*The finding of the court was approved by President Grant in the

13
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case of Cadet Wilson, but disapproved in my case, on the ground that
the punishment was not severe enough. Therefore, Cadet W.
served his punishment and I did not serve mine, as there was no au-
thority vested in the President to increase it,

* On the second charge I was acquitted, for I proved, by means of
the order book of the Academy that there was no eompany drill on
that day—the 15th of August—that there was skirmish drill, and by
the guard reports of the same date, that Cadet Beacom and two of his
three witnesses were on guard that day, and eould not have been at
drill, even if there had been one. 'To some it might appear that the
slight inconsistencies existing between the sworn testimony of those
cadets and the oflicial record of the Academy, savored somewhat of
perjury, but they succeeded in explaining the matter by saying that
* Cadet Beacom only made a mistake in date.” Of course he did : how
could it be otherwise ? It was necessary to explain it in some way so
that I might be proved a liar to the corps of cadets, even if they
failed to accomplish that object to the satisfaction of the court.

“ I was released in November, after the proceedings and findings
of the court had been returned from Washington, where they had been
sent for the approval of the President, having been in arrest for three
monthe. But I was not destined to enjoy my liberty forany length of
time, for on the 13th of December, same year, I was in the ranks of
the guard, and was stepped on two or three times by Cadet Anderson,
onc of my classmates, who was marching beside mo

““As I had had some trouble with the same eadet some time before,
on aceount of the same thing, I believed that he was doing it intention-
ally, and as it was very annoying, 1 spoke to him about it, saying :
‘I wish you would not tread on my toes.’ Ile answered : * Keep
your d—d toes out of the way.' Cadet Birney, who was standing
near by, then made some invidious remarks about me, to which I did
not condescend to reply. One of the Cadet Corporals, Bailey, re-
ported me for ‘ inattention in ranks,’” and in my written explanation
of the offence, I detailed the circumstances, but both Birney and An-
derson denied them, and the Commandant of Cadets tool their state-
ment in preference to mine, and preferred charges against me for
falsehood.

“1 was court martialled in January, 1871, Captain Piper, Third
Artillery, being President of the court. By this court I was found
‘guilty,” as I had no witnesses, and had nothing to expect from the
testimony of the witnesses for the proseention. Cadet Corporal Bai-
ley, who made the report, Cadets Birney and Anderson were the
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witnesses who convieted me : in fact they were the only witnesses sum-
moned to testify in the case. The sentence of the court was that I
should be dismissed, but it was changed to one year's suspension, or,
since the year was almost gone before the finding of the court was
returned from Washington, where it was sent for the approval of
President Grant, I was put back one year,

*“ T had no counsel at this trial, as I knew it would be useless, con-
sidering the one-gsided condition of affairs, I was allowed to make
the following written statement of the affair to be placed among the
records of the proceedings of the court :

“‘May it please the court: I stund here to day charged with a
most disgraceful act—one which not only affects my character, but
will, if I am found guilty, affect it during my whole life—and I shall
attempt, in as few words as possible, to show that I am as innocent
as any person in this room. 1 wasreported on the 18th of December,
1870, for a very trivial offence. * For this offence I submitted an ex-
planation to the Commandant of Cadets. Tn explanation I stated the
real eause of committing the offence for which I was reperted. But
this eause, as stated, involved another cadet, who, finding himself
charged with an act for which he was liable to punishment, denies all
immt:h:ﬂgu of it. He tries to establish his denial by giving evidence
which I shall attempt to prove absurd. On the morning of the 18th
of December, 1870, at guard-mounting, after the new guard had
marched past theold guard, and the command of ** Twos left, halt 1"
had been given, the new guard was about two or three yards to the
front and right of the old guard. Then the command of ** Left back-
ward, dress,”” was given to the new guard, “ Order arms, in place rest.”
I then turned around to Cadet Anderson, and said to him, ““ I wish
you would not tread on my toes.”” This was said in a moderate tone,
quite loud enough for him to hear. He replied, as T understood,
* Keep vour d—d toesout of the way.”” I said nothing more, and he
gaid nothine more. 1 then heard Cadet Birney say to another cadet
—T don’t know who it was—standing by his side, *“ It (or the thing)
is speaking to Mr. Anderson, If he were to speak to me I would
knock him down.” I heard him distinctly, but as I knew that he
was interfering in an affair that did not concern him, I took no fur-
ther notice of him. but turned around to my original position in the
ranks. What was said subsequently I do not know, for I paid no
further attention to either party. I heard nothing said at any time
about taking my eyes away, or of Cadet Anderson compromising his
dignity. Having thus reviewed the circumstances which gave rise to
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the charge, may it please the court, T wish to say a word as to the wit-
nesses.  Each of these cadets testifies to the fact that they have dis-
cussed the case in every particular, both with each other and with
nl!h{:r ;.*:u.ir.-t::. That is, they have found ont each other's views and
I‘{.;m-]mg:a in respect to it, compared the evidence which each should
give, the probable result of the trial : and one has even testified that
ht: has expressed a desire as to the result, Think vou that Cadet
Bimey, with such a desire in his breast, influencing quﬁ every thou r;ht
and word, with such an end in view, could give ffVi{lEhCﬂ l;l]hiﬂ!-ib:;ll-.
unprejudiced, and free from that desire that * Cadet Smith might be
sent away and proved a liar?’ Think you that he could give ovi-
denee which should be ** the truth. the whole truth, and 11nl];i1ng Tt
1!1{: truth, so help me God ¥’ It seems impossible for me to haw;jn*-
tice done me by the evidence of such witnesses, but T will leave lh:lt.t.
for the court to decide. There is another question here which must
be :'IIIS'-"-'EI'T."lI by the finding of the court, Tt is this: * 8hall Cadet
Smith be allowed to complain to the Commandant of Cadets when hoe
considers himself unjustly dealt with 9’ When the court takes notice
of the faet that this charge and these specifieations are the result of a
complaint made by me, it will agree with me as to the importance its
findings will have in answering that question, As to what the finding
will be, I can say nothing ; but if the court is convinced that 1 ]IEH‘E
lied, then I shall expeet a finding and sentence in accordance with
s-:m,:h conviction. A lie is as disgraceful to one man as another, be he
:.':-'lntc or hl:u:k.. and I say here, as I said to the Commandant of Cadets,
H-I were guilty of falsehood, I should merit and expect the same
punishment as any other cadet ;" but, as I said before, T am as icno-
cent of this charge as any person in this room. The verdict of an in-
fallible judge—conscience—is, ** Not guilty,”" and that is the finding
I ask of this court. 3 -
‘“ * Respectfully submitted.
(Signed) “OJ. W, Sarrm,
“Hludet U. 5 M A

“ Thus ended my second and last court-martial.
* Yours respectfully,
“J. W. Saarn,
“ Late Cadet U. 8. M, A"
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THE HONOR OF A CADET AND G ENTLEMAN,
“ Corusmra, 8. C., August 13, 1874

T the Editor of the New National Era:

¢ Grp + Tn relating the events of my first year at West Point, I omit-
ted one little affair which took place, and I will now relate the cireum-
stances. One Sunday, at dinner, I helped myself to some soup, and
one cadet, Clark, of Kentucky, who sat opposite me at table, asked
me what T meant by taking soup before he had done so. I told him
that T took it because I wished it, and that there was a plenty left.
e seemed to be insulted at that, and asked : ‘ Do you think I would
oat after a d—d nigeer?® I replied: ‘I have not thought at all on
the subject, and, moreover, I don't quite understand you, as I can’t
find that last word in the dictionary.” He then took up a glass and
said he would knock my head off. I told him to throw as soon as he
pleased, and as soon as he got through I would throw mine. The
commuandant of the table here interfered and ordered us to stop creat-
ing o disturbance at the table, and gave me to understand that there-
after I should not toueh any thing on that tadle wntil the while cadets were
serped.

“ When we came back from dinner, as I was going into my room,
Cadet Clark struck at me from behind. He hit me on the back of
my neck, causing me to get into my room with a little more haste
than I anticipated, but he did not knock me down. He came into my
room, following up his advantage, and attempted to take me by the
throat, but he only succeeded in scratching me a little with his nails,
as T defended myself as well as possible until I succeeded in getting
near my bayonet, which I snatched from the scabbard and then tried
to put it through him. But being much larger and stronger than I,
he kept me off until he got to the door, but then he couldn’t get out,
for some one was holding the door on the outside, for the purpose, I sup-
pose, of preventing my escape, asno doubt they thought 1 would try
to wet out. There were a great many cadets outside on the stoop,
looking through the window, and cheering their champion, with cries
of * That's right, Clark ; kill the d—d nigger,” * Choke him," * Put a
head on him,’ ete., but when they saw him giving way before the
bayonet, they eried, © Open the door, boys,’ and the door was opened,
and Mr. Clark went forth to rejoice in the bosom of his friends as
the hero of the day. The cadet officer of the day ®happened
around ’ just after Clark had Zft, and wanied to know what did I
mean by making all that noise in and around my quarters. 1 told
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him what the trouble was about, and soon after T was sent for by the
" oflicer in charge,” and questioned in reference to the affair.
Charges were preferred against Clark for entering my room and as-
saulting me, but before they were brought to trial he sent two of his
friends to me asking if T would withdraw the charges providing he
made a written apology. I told these cadets that I would think of
the matter and give them a definite answer the next evening,

** I was perfectly well satisfied that he would be convicted hy any
court that tried him : but the cadets could easily prove (according to
their way of giving evidence) that I provoked the assault, and I, be-
sides, was utterly disgusted with so much wrangling, so when the
cadets called that evening T told them that if his written apology was
satisfactory I would sign it, submit it to the approval of the Com-
mandant of Cadets, and have the charges withdrawn,

i “They then showed me the written apology offered by Clark, in
which he stated that his offence was caused by passion, hecause he
thought that when I passed him on the steps in roing to my room T

tried to brush against him. e also expressed his regret for what he

had done, and asked forgiveness. I was saticfied with his apology,

and signed it, asking that the charges be withdrawn, which was

done, of course, and Clark was released from arrest, [ will, in justice

to Cadet Clark, state that T never had any further trouble with him,

for, while he kept aloof from me, as the other cadets did, he alway
thereafter acted perfectly fair by me whenever I had any official rela-
tions with him,

" A few days after the settlement of ourd ispute I found, on my re-
turn from fencing one day, that some one had entered m v room and
had thrown all my clothes and other property around the floor, and
had thrown the water out of my water-pail upon my bed. I immedi-
ately went to the guard-house and reported the affair to the officer of
the day, who, with the ‘ officer in charge,’ came to my room to spe
what had been done. The officer of the day said that he had inspect-
ed my quarters soon after T went to the F' meing Aeademy and found
everything in order, and that it must have been done within a half
hour. The Commandant of the Cadets made an investigation of the
matter, but eould not find out what young ‘ gentleman * did it, for
every cadet stated that he knew nothing of it. althou
cadets has the reputation of beéing a truthful set of young men,

** Upon my honor as a cadet and a gentleman,” ' is a favorite ex-
pression with the West Point cadet ; but what kind of honor is that by
which a young man can quict his conscience while telling a hase false-

ol the corps of
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e of shiclding a fellow-student from 1‘-1111'14;_111?1*:011
for a disgraceful act? They hoast of the r.ﬂgr't! (i ] :;:fzsn:\:; |:t1|_g
among he cadets : but it is merely a cloak for 1 1£I‘ 111.|=ri w ;mne:? i
.inn- 1;[_‘ their iniquities and Eilm_]{:i ng 1.|10$Er{1fi]l' Em;{,t?wir L e
1.1-;1111.*], if allowed to act according to li.H: (1!f.lﬂtﬂa :,qmm. EovR
geiences, be above such diseraceful acts, bmnefp ,1.+1 cn-i!,:,., e
I.nuu to me the same motives that actuated the : 1:t_:i.\cfu A Eirg,r:rrfﬁ;;
grapes,” and to such I will say that 1 never r:?.-all-.t. : :;rim#r u“‘m.iui_
at West Point, 1 never visited the guarters o :‘4!-!:-. 1. ;ﬂ .L.hh;k ot
or eadet except on duty, for I did not -.u:n;sh r!n;. ]m!:p dbmprGad
was in any way desirous of sccial {‘ccugm!mn by thos e
selvis suﬁ:;riur to me on account of color. As 1.\1':}5%1 ]nll1 !-:.E{_w;:t.‘tflﬂ'i‘-'iv
as ‘a cadet and a gentleman,’ I trm:dfl not en 303{ m'. qmm- i
lege of swearing ‘upon my honor, ho_*_umn.:__a;r nl 1-']“?.- ,-1:1;;.““;,,"“ o
es?ﬁ;-z‘! ds eorps, nor of concealing my sing hj.. L1~111_11_i\:9i{ = :{].n;e
them. Still, I hope that what I lost (?) h_vl ht:mg.q 1-1!}1 g l.i”‘ b s
little benefits will be compensated for the © etill small voice,” Wi
iclls me that I have done my best.

“ Yours respectfully,

hood for the purpos

3. W, SMrITH,
o Foda Cadet U0 8. M. A"

“ Corvmera, 8. €., August 19, 1874

™ g g 1L s e (ln

To the Editor of the New r_-“lru.f.;umi Era . - e s wad

“ 8 : My communications, thus far, have ?L & i
of my first year at the Academy, and now we _-:'.n'nu,_ 0 wl wlt1i;'h S
darkest cloud is said to have, began to shine ver] Do s 1:‘.“1{1.1.:1.
>oint firmament, and I thought that at last the darkness ” Iy G
:J:Fi]tt:? I!I:]Ti digpelled by the appearance above the EEUEI-A]GD&::'T QSL
other colored cadet. And, indeed, I was not ‘}Hum'm:u,lii-uibr &L. e
day, I was greeted by the familiar face :in_tlt ‘-'f'lf'_'i T‘L H:xn ;F‘l{,f.I'AlI“I?':
l:i.'.“r, a former fellow-student at }luw.nrd L nn'_t'l'-*:ii_} : h}:‘l;ﬁﬂi by the
arrival, and admittance, the corps “of ‘muh-w. ..u.cmft‘.llm il
< plebes,” took up quarters in camp—° plebe "ﬂm:ﬂ:. = '
and * yeorling eamp ’ fo us who had entered the I‘H‘IH 1 Ll-‘m;w?: s

“ Durine the cadet encampment there are CH.T ,:m{:{l“ 4 1;: g !
three times each week, known as * Cadet Hfi*h- 1 T:M:md ﬂimir
are attended by the members of the first and third ¢ &i'mf{-lqnﬁu-v uf
lady friends, and no  plebe ' ever has the assurance o Greatitfis

T ——
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:zhc*n{l.iu;: Th{r'lmps'umil he shall have risen to the dienity of g
j'E.IlI:ltll;;' —third-classman. 8o long 08 T was a ‘p!nf;r ' o o s
anticipated any such dirve calamity as that T would attend Iilu: ‘ho :“’I
]‘mt a8 800N a8 I became a © yearling,” and had a perfect richt to ]:ﬁ:
if T wished, there was a great hue and ery raised that lil{,‘ H:;.Iml'l oy }i'
thc.‘ hop * room was to be violated by the colored cadet. e
** Meetings were held by the different classes, and resolutions pass

ed to the effect that as soon as the colored cadet entered tﬂc . Il: 5‘
room, the “hop’ managers were to declare the ‘Imﬁ' ended :Dl
dismiss the musicians, But the hops ' went on undistu r-]:-vd 1’;}:1‘,!1[1;

presence of the colored cadet for two or three weeks, and all began to

g;:th_t:le:: z:_:;:tiiu. when one dny my hrother and sister, with a couple
aof lady friends w 2y i SO 7isi
5 ¥y iriends whom they had esme to visit, came to camp to see

** This started afresh the cld report ahout the * haps,” and every one
was on the gud eive to ret a glimpse of * nierer Jim E‘HHI the n‘iwgr
wenches who are going to the hops,” as 11.-';15 remarked by a c‘:aez
who went up from the guard tent to spread the alarm t]1rn11:rill fulm )

+ “In a few minutes thereafter the ¢ gentlemen * had all urket; ms]:it
tion at the end of the * company street,’ and. with their Opera- r]1|¢§éq_
were taking observations upon those who, as they tlmuz_{ht-. ha!:i :*nn':i:
}{} desecrate the “hop 'room. T was on ruard [Im! :In:,u 1I:u|: rmﬁ he-
ing on post at that time, T was sittine in rear of the ;:11;1“] tents with
my friends—that place being provided with camp-stools for ﬂ-lf: ac
commaodation of visitors—when a eadet corporal, Tyler, of I{cmuc].'*."-
came and ordered me to go and fasten down the ;:ﬂrr:er of the ﬂ;'s';
guard tent, which stood a few paces from where we were sittine.

*““1 went to do so, when he came there also, and immmli:itul:.' ?;L 1
to rail at me for being so slow, saying he wished me to know 5:11;
when he ordered me to do anything, T must * step out * about it, and
not try to shivk it. T said nothing, but fastened down LJ};:* mr::‘;:r nff
the tent, and went back to where 'my friends were. - '

*“In a few minutes afterwards he came back, and wanted to Enow
W lu:f*LI imdq't .fastanml down that tent wall. T told him that T had

I:!e sfm‘l it was not fastened then, and that he did not wizh :
prevarication on my part.

I then told him that he had no authority to charee me with pre
varication, and that if he believed that I ]Iikfi nok fats?ﬂnud [lfm':lr;:] 5
tent wall, the only thing he could do was to report me. T went Dy -JIE
to the tent and found that either Cadet Tyvler or some {;ther cadet ]{f{i
unfastened the tent wall, 5o T fastened it”[li}'i'{rl noain, s

any

Nothing now
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was said to me by Cadet Tyler, and I went back to where my friends
were ; but we had been sitting there only about a half hour, when a
private soldier came to us and said, “It is near time for parade, and
you will have to go away from here.” I never was more surprised
in my life, and I asked the soldier what he meant, for I surely thought
lie was either drunk or erazy, but he said that the superintendent had
given him orders to allow no colored persons near the visitors' seats
during parade.

“ 1 asked him if he recognized me as a cadet. Hesaid hedid. I
thien told him that those were my friends; that I had invited them
there to see the parade, and that they were going to stay. He said he
had nothing to do with me, of eourse, but that he had to obey the or-
ders of the superintendent. T then went to the olficer of the guard,
who was standing near by, and stated the cireumstances to him, re-
questing him to protect us from such insults. He spoke to the sol-
dier, saving that he had best not try to enforee that order, as the or-
der was intended to apply to servants, and then the soldier went off
and left us,

“ Soon after that the drum sounded for parade, and T was compelled
to leave my friends for the purpose of falling in ranks, but promising
to return as soon as the parade was over, little thinking that I should
not be able to redeem that promise ; but such was the case, as I shall
now proceed to show.

“* Just as the companies were marching off the parade ground, and
before the guard was dismissed, the ‘officer in charge,” Lieutenant
Charles King, Fifth Cavalry, came to the guard tent and ordered me
to step out of ranks three paces to the front, which I did.

““ He then ordered me to take off my accontrements and place them
with my musket on the gun rack. That being done, le ordered mo
to take my place in the centre of the guard as a prisoner, and there I
stond until the ranks were broken, when I was put in the guard tent.

Of eourse my friends felt very bad about it, as they thought that they .

were the eause of it, while I could not speak a word to them, as they
went away ; and even if I could have spoken to them, 1 could not
have explained the matter, for I did not know myself why I had
been put there—at least I did not know what charge had been tramp-
ed up against me, though I knew well encugh that I had been put
there for the purpose of keeping me from the ‘hop,' as they ex-
pected I would go. The next morning I was put ‘in arrest ’ for
¢ disobedience of orders in not fastening down tent wall when ou-
dered,’ and ‘replying in a disrespectful manner to a cadet cor-

oo
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302 THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT.

poral,’ ete. ; and thus the simplest thing was maenified into a very
serious offence, for the purpose of satisfying the desires of a fow nar-
row-minded cadets. That an officer of the United States Army would
allow Lis prejudices to carry him so far as to aet in that wav to & sub-
ordinate, without giving him a chance to speak a word in his defenco
—nay, without allowing him to know what charge had been made
against him, and that he should be upheld in such action by the
‘ powers that be,” are sufficient proof to my mind of the feelings
which the officers themselves maintained towards us. While I w:s
in ranks, during parade, and my friends were quietly sitting down
looking at the parade, another model * officer and gentleman,” Cap-
tain Alexander Piper, Third Artillery—he was president of my sec-
ond courl-martial—came up, in company with a lady, and ordered
my brother and sister to get up and let him have their camp-stools
and he actually took away the camp-stools and left them .~'-ct.-mmi]u“'r
while & different kind of a gentleman—an * obseure citizen,” wi't_‘!;
no aristocratic West Point dignity to boast of—kindly tendered his
camp-stool to my sister,

" Lonly wish I knew the name of that gentleman : but T could not
see him then, or I should certainly have found it out, though in an-
swer lo my brother’s question as to his name, he simply T{filli{‘ﬂ, ‘1
am an obscure citizen.” What a commentary on our * obscure citi-
zens,” who know what it is to he gentlemen in something else besides
the name—gentlemen in praectice, not only in theory—and who ecan
say with Burns that ‘a man’s a man for a’ that,’ whether his face
be as black as midnight or as white as the driven snow.

*“ There is something in such a man which elevates him above many
others who, having nothing else to boast of, ean only say, ‘I am a
white man, and am therefore your superior,’ or ‘T am a West Point
graduate, and therefore an officer and a gentleman,’

““ After the usual * investigation * by the Commandant of Cadets, 1
was sentenced 1o be confined to the * company street ” until the 15th
of August, about five weeks, so that I could not et out to see my
brother and sister after that, except when I was at drill, and then 1
could not speak to them. I tried to get permission to see them in the
* Visitors’ Tent * the day Dbefore they left the * Point ' on their re-
turn home, but my permit was not granted, and they left without
having the privilege of saying * Good-by.'

"1 must say a word in reference to the commandant’s method of
making *investigations.” After sending for Cadet Corporal Tyler
and other white eadets, and hearing their side of the story in refer-
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ence to the tent wall and the disrespectful reply, he sc-nt‘fnr me 1o
hear what I had to say, and after I had given my version of Ei.m
affair. hie told me that 1 must surely be mistaken, as my .ﬂalmc%nunl d.ul
not coincide with those of the other cadets, who were unanimous in
saying that T used not only disrespectful, but :115{: profane tmt;.,jm;rn
while addressing the cadet corporal. I told him that new L:.uh.*!,
Napier and my brother were both there and heard the convf-.rs:itmn.
and they would substantiate my statement if allowed to tI{'HtJF;_-‘. He
caid lie was convineed that 1 was in the wrong, and he did nef send
for either of them. What sort of justice is that which can be nm.[cd
out to one without allowing him to defend himself, and even denying
mee? What a model Chief Jus-
e can decide
Burely

him the privilege of calling his evide .
tice {he Commandant of Cadets would muke, since h _
upon the merits of the case as soon as he has heard one side. ;
lling by entering the army, or else the American

he hias missed his ce ;
ability, for that ‘ officer and gentle-

people cannot appreciate troe : :
man ' ought now to be wearing the judieial robe so lately laid down
by the lamented Chase. 1 :
S In reply to my complaint about the actions of 11_14:* goldier in unlin.
ine my friends away from the visitors’ seats, he said that the S?-lff]tlll:l'
had misunderstood his orders, as the superintendent ‘hnd .lﬂln'.l Lim to
keep the eolored servants on the ‘ Point* from coming in front of
the battalion at parade, and that it was not meant to apply to my
friends, who could come there whenever they wished. : ‘
1t seems, though, very strange to me that the soldier could mis-
understand his orders, when he saw me sitting there in company wrth
them, for it is one of the regulations of the Academy which fm'l:ruls
anv cadet to associate with a servant, and if T had been seen doing
sui-.h a thing I would have been court-martialled for ‘ conduet unbe-
coming a eadet and o gentleman.”’ s
« The cadets were, of course, very much rejoiced at my ‘rhzm_-:; in
arrest,” and after my sentence had been published at Imr:uio.lim-g." hial
and boasted of * the skill and taef which Cadet
eoer out of the temptation of taking
those black wenclies to the hops.” They thought, no doubt, that l‘hcir
retting me into trouble frightened me out of any thoughts I might
have had of attending the ‘ hops ;* butif I Mud any idea of going to the
“ hops,' I should have been only more determined to go, and should
have done so as soon as my term of confinement was ended I In_:n'c
never thought of going to the * hops,’ for it wounld be very little
oo by myeelf, and I should most assuredly not have asked

quite a jubilee over it,
Tyler had shown in putting theni

pleasure Lo
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a lady to subject herse :
Besides, as IJ':;'[I]:1 r;f-” l? Iil“u insults consequent upon going there
siies, as 1 said helfore, I did not go to W i R I
y ro to West Point £

of advocatine aneinl saialt = ' oint for the purpose
with wl 11“”1}: NT[':HE.UI“'L!”L for there are many cadets in the L'Elr )8

= lmr;L\v:n‘.u ]lh!J:.{ it no honor for any one to assoeiate, althoucrh lhi
ik r- 11i.-. the high-toned aristoerats, and will. no douht '?l.":lﬂll. ]:
Dercd amono y ¥ e ' o :
imone the * offficers and ,ﬂ'llllk’.‘[llﬂ!l * of the United States

k. i .

Army,
“ Yours respectfully,
*oJ. W, Barrrm,
' Lete Cadet U 8. M, A"

REPLY TO THE “‘w
EPLY TO THE * WASHINGTON CcHRoNIcLi. ™

“Corusmera, 8. O A st 25
e LUMBIA, 3. C., August 25, 187:
To the FKeditor uf the New Nationial Era » : - A

“ 8m : The followine artic ;
R e IL following article appeared in the Washington Chronicle
1[1.«_-1-,:1.;1 ,:-Dni-"l:'hl”i“nri as I feel somewhat interested in the “‘['itt“:n{rn;n.
! SATHEY i rp gy g 5
s ned, I desire to say a few words in reference to ther
article referred to reads as follows : s AR

““*The recent attack ” -
West Point haz at ﬂmh f':“!“' Lr‘I'Im.m:m':'l:'ﬂd"“' Smith upon the Board of Visitors at
They say lt“Lrl:I Lq “NL.I. tho attention of the officers of the War De :-';r1 & :
S --(-n.-|.”-,-r., i 18 & 41. .ral.n;_\ J..rf War was extremely lberal in his inter J1_II-L :fl nt.
Ewm; {T“ i ! ne -.|II\ r.!{-.llilf of Cadet Smith, and that he 3id for Bim 1,1,-']-!L : ation of
i mli:ll'!; r:.1 a4 white boy in like circumstances. The officers qd‘ln.:u fu.ll £} h:,d*-.nm.w
ag manifes LR a3 algo gay that S
elonal 1!.;I- (d: ¥ Incompetent, that he had a fuir examination, and that Ell*lr.’l' PR
A s Ti MAT: I'.if_"l 181l Grs ||]|.1I:jl_]]|_|_:|]]3-|:,' teatified to :]En_—'l .lll:q’_rnjl::th_.-"r}. '1 ¢ Longres-
“ Now, si e S P =i
A rl1 ir, I‘..:.l ata loss to know what are * the recent attacks of
m:E 2t } ex-Cadet Smith upon the Board of Visitors,” for Ilnm
aAware i ol = v % wnk LLAL By ) Fi
cerning 1L] : l]L:‘.t | I;ll‘r; :‘?“I any thing, either dircetly or indirectly, con
2 o the Board of Visitors, My = s e
H sitors. My remarks thus far have |
i ot ] B Sl AVEe e -
fined to the Academic Board and Secretary of War b v
“ As the me g ; T -
S h\.c members of the Board of Visitors were simply spectators
it oY wors not present when I was examined. I had no ngﬂ';
alke iy ' . u 1
t‘nu{in[:d :‘111-’ attack " upon them, and, therefore, as I said before
s ny 1;:_-m:trk.% (or * attacks,” if that word is more aceentable
_-'f:t Aranield) to those who aeted so unjustly toward me g
“CAsto the ex LR @ 3 : el
el - r””* extreme liberality of the Seeretary of War, in his inter
}'u 1l ion of the regulations on behalf of Cadet Smith, and lTI‘:I'l.IlL did
r v 13 f ] < re i . B o ]
st 1im what he had never ‘done for a white boy in like eircum
stances,” 1 8 A =
1ces,’ I hardly know what to say ; for such absurd eant seems in
: i § 8 in-

tended to exeite the lanochter of o
ite the langhter of all who know the eireumstances of tho
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case. What devoted servants those officers of the War Department
must be, that they can sec in their chief g0 much liberality |

s But in what respect was the Secretary of War so ‘liberal inhis
interpretation of the regulations ¥

“ Wag it in dismissing me, and turning back to a lower class two
white cadets who had been unable to complete successfully the first
year of the course with everything in their favor, while I had com-
pleted three years of the same course in spite of all the opposition
which the whole corps of cadets, backed by the ‘ powers that ba,’
could throw in my way? Orwas it lus decision that ‘I can give
Mr. Smith a re-examination, but 1 son't? ' The Chronicls is perfectly
correct in saying * that he did for him what had never been done for
a white boy in like circumstances,’ for, in the first place, I don’t
think there ever was ' a white boy in like circnmstances,’ certainly
not while I was at the Academy, and if there ever were a white boy
d, we are pretty safe in concluding, from the general treat-

g0 place
that the seeretary was not so frank in his re-

ment of white boys
marks nor so decided in his action.

s+ T want another cadet to represent your district at West Point,
and T have already sent to Mr. Elliott to appoint one,’ means some
thing more than fair dealing (or, as the {hronicle would imply, parti-
ality) toward the colored cadet. It means that the rentleman was
pleasing himself in the choice of a cadet from the Third Congres-
cional District of South Carolina, and that he did not recognize the
richts of the people of that district to choose for themselves. ' You
are out of the service and will stay out,” for * the Aecademic Board
ymmend you to come back under any circumstances,’

will not rect
shows that it is the Academic Roard that must chovse our representi-

tive, and not we ourselves, and that our wishes are only secondary in
service and the Academic Bomd. We

comparison with those of the
eien Btate, and of the United

are no longer free citizens of a sover
right to choose for ourselves those who shall repre-
gent us : but we must be subordinate to the Secretary of War and the
Academic Board, and must make our wishes subservient to those of
the above-named powers, and unless we do that we arc pronounced to
be ‘nuturally bad '—as remarked the Adjutant of the Academy,
Captain R. I Iall, to a Sun teporter—and must have done for us
¢ what had never been done fora white boy in like circumstances.’
Now, sir, let us see what has * been done for a white boy in like circum-
stances.” In July, 1870, the President was in Hartford, Ct., and in
o conversation with my friend the Hon. David Clark, in reference to

States, with the

|
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my treatment at West Point, he said : ‘ Don't take him away now ;
the battle might just as well be fought now as at any other time,’
and gave him to understand that he would see me protected in my
rights ; while his son Fred, who was then a eadet, said to the same
gentleman, and in the presence of his father, that * the time had not
come to send colored boys to West Point.’ Mr. Clark said if the
time had come for them to be in the United States Senate. it had
surely come for them to be at West Point, and that he would do all
in his power to have me protected. Fred Grant then said : * Well,
o d—d nigper will ever graduate from West Point.’ This same

entered the rooms
of three cadets, members of the fourth elass, on the night of January

4, 1871, took thoze cadets out, and drove them away from the
‘ Point,” with nothing on but the light summer suits that they wore
when they reported there the previous summer. Here was 8 most
outrageous example of Lynch law, disgraceful alike to the first
class, who were the execcutors of it the corps of cadets, who were
the abettors of it, and the authorities of the Academy, who were
afraid to punish the perpetrators because the President’s son was im-
plicated, or, at least, one of the prime movers of the affair. Congress
took the matter in hand, and instructed the Secretary of War to dis-
miss all the members of the class who were implicated, but the latter

gentleman ° was extremely liberal in his interpretation of the regula-
tions,” and declined to be influenced b
let the matter drop,

¥ the action of Congress, and

" Again,when a Court of Inquiry, appointed by Congress to inves-
tigate complaints that I had made of my treatment, reported in favor
of & trial by court-martial of General Gillmore’s son, General Dyer's
son, the nephew of the Becretary of War, and some other leseer
lights of Ameriea’s aristocracy, the secretary decided that a repri-
mand was sufficient for the offence i yet 'he did for me what had
never been done for a white boy in like circumstances,’ Now, sir,
by consulting my Register of the Academy, issued in 1871, T find that
three cadets of the fourth class were declared © deficient ’ in mathe-
matics—IReid, Boyle, and Walker—and that the first nomed was
turned back to join the next elass, while the other two were dis-
missed. Now Reid is the Secretary’s nephew, so that is the reason
for his doing * for him what had never been done for i white

boy in
like circuomstances.’

“ Mr. Editor, T have no objection whatever to any favoritism that
may be shown ‘any member of the toyal Family, so lone as it does
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not infringe Wpon any right of my race or rn'}‘:h'-lf :'?T]:-T‘P:H:,:,il?i
paper tries to show that I have received such ulnimml.ut 1:_1:;] :;,-I;;u,h_
the hands of ¢ the powers that be,” and even go 50 i;rui. mn“ f.m; =
ous endeavors to shield any one from crhurges. foune ctt 1;!1I o Em- ;, ”:.r'
to try to make it appear that I.w:m a fr.-w'ﬁ}"ﬂc. .’: {;ct : :]1 :ﬁm o
other kind of a pet, at West Point, I llm?h it 11n} (1;1 f C ,Eg
any errors that may accidentally (%) crecp into :-:mi] :\.Ia :1.rrueI j .mwnt
i The officers also say that Smith waﬁr mmnl’t-:ai‘.ly ].m.r.n-nll - t;
that he had a fair examination,” ete. W Emt !'iﬂ.li‘{;l‘bil l-tml 1}\-]:11;._
Those of the War Department, wlmsE :}ucntjcm wis :_1.!.1.E§ i [] ;I.'Ldﬂi
' recent  attacks on the Board of ¥ tSLLE’iI‘S},' or limm,‘ .:.\ :.Um.: .11““
the case at West Point 2 In cither case, 1t 1s not Eul:-ljrl-::ft'l*cllwdl'-:eﬂ-j_
ghould say so, for one party migh} fw‘fl _!{?:ﬂuuz: ].JII'_‘:.I:U:I.‘-“E e F;:.rum_
tary of War was extremely liberal m1 ht]:c. :n;ur|;!:=!1..1t:;jaal:;]]] whq_t_nind
1101‘15 on behalf of Cadet Smith, an that he di | - ‘1.1} t; :
ver been done for a white boy in like f.‘er:lI1.'|‘j.‘-I‘.1||.{"{ 8, _1.'. 11{1:1. e
2:11;:: p:::!;' might have been ﬂ.(.'lht:l.!t:[! by :h-n- 1}:-.=1|:|: .tr'.‘ :]11‘{..1'.:“11‘::} r[l:i
colored boy can ever graduate at A u_-.::t Point, m‘a: Qiui? m-gfr;;;l]_
{leman previously referred to gaid, * }:u d—d | I‘IIhEL.-. ;_u.” ; H.m:_m =
uate at West Point.” As for the unanimous tli_‘:;ldltl'lllli}lfl d:{q.{ Ch. o
Visitors; T can only say that I know not on what ? {En; b':l L “-.,..].—l..
mony is based, for, as I said Isefure: the +nwm:umm a} t -ﬂ]_-.ut p s
not in the library when I was exa:rlunfectlzlr 1;1;;{13;;;{: ;yr]:h{‘m pe -.;mm;
is i 7 the  they says o 3 ; e are s
E::‘:ﬁf i:.:ntlllzrli: T,::is-{,u-fwhi{:]'l ari; nu}Lr so manifest as my Miu%ﬁ;]il:_:lffj::fjj;
h:m:;'. and I would like to bring Ehm?l to the ulftntuiu I:f o .rj‘;“.m
ele. and of any others who may £ el rum;rf:ﬁtcnl in tk::t[:nin L I;Wulm.w
11:1'5 alwavs been a system of re-examinations “LH".J h : ; :::}1.-.:]1; v
for the 1}111'1"}:10 of givinga sucufu?: chance to I'I.UH.JFJ }.;“i(mq i
at the regular examination, Tnis year the n_-it,]hl.:l;a::“.wr L.‘.um i
aholished but for what reason ? It is true that 1 had ne .

Lo officers had coneluded * that
amined. but does it not appear that the officers I:.‘.d comeluade :
i : and that this means was taken

s g manifestly incompetent, .
:r]a]t;:,];r::L ::::-1:}[‘??;1 henefit nif a re-examination when 1r'|t“} th_I::Iij];}
that T was ‘ deficient?' Or was ii_du:ua snltlmt? the I.L;L”: 2 E;:“”
have grounds for saying that “he did for 111]:11 ‘-:_h:‘l.T._ ]'l-.i:l cni::u“h.],‘l_
done for a white boy in like cirynn:-;tu:m-ﬂ A gnlm, -[,:- 3 ;[;m.d ;“.
tions used to be public ; but this year 'I“-T'uit:?t‘::: ];.]-{ = ,‘IH,L 1,,1;-1“.],
i ! v I1LE o X1 H = ALl &
ikt ]11“"111"5- Ii: :]tt: Crl:::‘; LIT:IE:I-I::I' the sentinels, while the

a visitor came he sen : TS o
iy N door. and was admitted or not at the Giscretion

other remained at the
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of the superintendent. It is said that this precaution was taken be-
cause the visitors disturbed the members of the Academic Board by
walking across the floor. Viry good ereuse, Jor the floor woas covered
with a very thick earpet. We must surel v give the Academic Board
credit for so much good judgment and foresight, for it would have
been a very sad affair, indeed, for those gentlemen to have been
made 80 nervous (especially the Professor of Philosophy) as to be un-
able to see how ‘ manifestly incompetent * Cadet Smith was, and it
weuld have deprived the Sceretary of Warof the blissful conscionsness
that “ he did for him what had never been done for a white boy in
like circumstances,” besides losing the privilege of handing down
to future generations the record of his extreme liberality * in his in-
terpretation of the regulations on behalf of Cadet Smith,”

** Oh, that this mighty deed might be inscribed on a Insting leather
medal and adorn the walls of the War Department, that it might act
a8 an incentive to some future occupant of that lofty station! I ad-
vise the use of lkather, because if we used an ¥ metal it might convey
to our minds the idea of * a sounding brass or a tinkling eymbal.’

* Respectfully yours,
L. W, Sarr,
“Late Cadet U. 8. M. A."

THE XEGRO CADETS.

* We publish this morning an account of O

wdet Smith's standing
at West Point, which should be t

aken with a few prains of allow-
ance. The embryo colored soldier and all his friends—black, white
and tan—believe that the administrationists have used him shame-
fully, especially in view of their Professions and of the chief source
of their political strength. Grant went into the White House by
means of colored votes, and his shabl iy freatment of the first member
of the dusky army who reached the point of graduation in the coun-
try’s military school, is a sore disappointment to them.

" Cadet Smith lias been a thorn in the side of the Administration
from the start. e could not be bullied out or persecuted out of the
institution by the insults or menaces of those who, for consistency’s
sake, should have folded him to their hosoms. e stood his gmu'ml
bravely, and much sgainst the will of its rulers. West Point was
forced to endure his unwelcome presence up to the time of gradua-
tion. At that point a crisis was renched, If the odions ecadet were
allowed to graduate, his commission would entitle him to assiznment

- {
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-y oA :
in our much-officered army, 'n"-'Ilif:llll N]m:”'”i t]:lfijz::r“r:JJEI 1(]:!1 Su}t:::i}u:
host of other favorites whose only service has bee e 1”.: S
inks order. The army revolted at the idea. Theoretically y
J-.J:]::: mf:l are gound on the mgﬁr’;-:m It{lu.'i:‘r rﬁ;r:li‘di; H111] j;hn;l::; j,:]:]:\
jecte a practieal illustration. 1e Radiceal Ge ) i il
:.:}]E:i:,l{*:;!a::r_i‘uﬁmql that the assicnment of the 11T‘1f}ﬁ[‘.ndll'-lj.'[ :?rm:jli ]L,:
duty would cause a lack of diseipline in any regiment that wou .
z: emplate. i
ﬁdlfl:u:itﬁ?:ilﬁg nImf-_:i be done, and that :"-m.nr-t?ﬁng was r;u:c-l_;l‘ 3y -1:{;01 ::.H
plished. They saved the army and the :hgmt;." of the Ptf}i‘:?t; \;‘:h],é .L|._
by eacrificine the cadet. To do so, smzm I:mj._:rﬂ e cause mis 1
lezed, and a deficiency in ' philosophy ' was hit upon. | o
T In vain did Smith appeal to the Secretary of 1:'ir ar for .m:‘ u;ltl .
tunitv to be re-examined ; in vain did he :1511. ]mrrm‘m-_:m::t 1:;11:](:Ln1»‘::] :
and ~jfni:l: the class below—all appeals were in vain, ags y ”.\.'[ ,I
says the secretary, * I don't wish to be misquol el qﬂ 1.&.:; ing : .le
an't give Mr. Smith a re-examination, for I say I wen !f r..ll [i.n Fmi
victim of the army has since published a threc-column {‘“;'T_‘w“ T
Douglass’s paper, in which he says lu.-‘ wis :!L-n]r]m.l fnr1;11.u:mt.. 1;,,.,.,_
tary reasons, and in the eourse of which he makes ana 111] st L I|,i.;
swerable case for himself, but the Hfulif::l.l.-_l have dropped him in Jus
hour of necessity, and he must submit.”

(From the New York Sun.)
CADET SMITH'S EXPULSION.
¢ James W. Smith, the first colored cadet appointed to the “”111:,1;3
Academy of West Point, was dismissed after the .‘Iuma‘ emr?g:wﬂ.:nl
i avi ¢ failed to pass an examination in some other studies. seently
e i i ) Carolina charging that the pre-
the Sun received letters from South Carolina ¢ 5 g Aesh
fudioss icers v Academy led to the dismissal § o ;
judices of the officers of the Academ]) e deeed e
certain the truth a Sun reporter went to West Pol g
matter. e accosted a soldier thus : e
‘¢ ¢« Were yvou here before Smith was dismissed ¥
* ¢ Yes, sir ; I've been here many years.
I hy ras dismissed 7°
“ ¢ Can you tell me why he was dl-t:nllhh : ; -
s Well, I believe he didn’t pass in philosophy and some othe
studies.” i e
0 What kind of a fellow was he: i
t* « Phe soldiers thought well of him, but the cadets didn't. They

used to Jaugh and poke fun athim in Riding Hall, and in the artillery

- e i 5.5 W
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drill all of them refused to join hands with him when the cannoneers
were ordered to mount., This is dangerous once in a whi]:'- for ‘-imm:-
times they mount when the horses are on a fast trot. Hm‘ho “fl-cqr[] to
ran on as plucky as you please, and always got into his seat wiiimur,
h:-_ip. Some of the officers used to try to make them carry out the
ﬂf'!il. but it was no nse. I never saw one of the young fellows wive
him a hand to make a mount, © He was a proud n{:rr'r'r) r:”‘h’i ii:]ri“r:'rra-:l
pluck, I never heard him complain, but his Iltiliflir:"}’l:r!-i used h}el-l'lﬁ'h
w]u_-u he was insulted, and you could see easy enoueh that he ““1:'-..1'“
a killin’ humor., But after the first year he kept ﬁhii ll:]npu.r :.r:.-tT 7
well, though he fought hard to do it.” - I !

* Captain Robert H, Hall, the post adjutant, said : © Younge Smith

was a bad boy.’ e
KATURALLY BAD,

** * His temper was hot, and his disposition not honorable. Icanas
sure you that the officers at this post did every thing in their power 1;»
ilf‘-][.'l him along in his studies, as well as to in;pm\'t; his standing with
his Bﬂ-ﬂlnldﬂ.ﬁl. But his temper interfered with their efforts in t?ﬁr lat-
ter direction, while his.dulness precluded his passing through the
course of studies preseribed. - 3

* RerorTER—" He was alwaye spoken of as a very brirht lad.’

“* CAPTAIN HALL—* He was not bright or ready. He lacked Compre-
hension. In his first year he was very troublesome, First came his
assault upon, or affray with, another young gentleman (Cadet ",i,,"i]snu}.
]”_H the Court of Inquiry deemed it inadvisable to court-martial ciihm‘l
of them. Then he was insolent to his superior on drill '17;{1 being
t‘-u_!h-,ni upon for an explanation he wrote a deliberate frllz:ur!;fJﬂr]. ]-‘::nr
this he was court-martialled and sentenced to dismissal, hut subse-
quently the findings of the committee were reversed, and (I'mh-l ::-'um;lh
was put back one year, This fact accounts for hiz rood 5!,'11111[[;-? on
the examination next before the last. You see he went over the :tmr-
studies twice,’ f e

“ 3?‘{:1]?’:‘},{1'?'12!.1—-‘ W l:nl, was Cadet ‘Emiih found deficient in ?*

APTAIN Harr—* His worst failure wis in natural and experi-
mental philosophy, which emblraces the hizher mathematics, dvnamies
Ulpih-?_. mechanics, and other studies. FHe missed o very .t:]m.p]r: :111:'.1'-'1
“f”l in optics, and the examiners, who were extremely lenient wEt-h
htm, chiefly, I believe, because he was colored and not white, tried
him with another, which was also mizsed.” pi

* RerorTEr— Is optical science deemed an absolutely essential
branch of learning for an officer in the army ¢’ Sl

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. a1l

DEFICIENT 1IN HIE STUDIES.

e prars Hann—' It is useful to engineers, {for instance. Butthat
is not the question. In most educational institutions of the grade of
West Point, the ‘standing of a student in his studies is decided by a
general average of all studies in which he is examined. Here each
branch is considered separately, and if the cadet fails in any one he
cannot pass, I will assure you once more that in my opinion Cadet
Smith received as fair an examination 4s was ever given to any stu-
dent, If any thing, he was a little more favored.’

¢ ReporTER—° What was his conduct in the last year of his stay
at the Academy %°

v caprans Hant—< Good. Heranked twenty in a class of forty
in discipline. Discipline is decided by the number of marks a
cadet receives in the term. If he goes beyond a certain number he
is expelled.’

« REpoRTER—* This record seems hardly consistent with his pre-
vious turbulent career.”

« OapTars HAnt— Oh! in the last years of his service he
learned to control his temper, but he never seemed happy unless in
some trouble.”

« RerorTER—" Have you any more eolored eadets ? -

¢ Caprars HaLi—* Only one—Henry O. Flipper, of Georgia. ‘He
is a well-built lad, a mulatto, and is bright, intelligent, and studious.’

« ReponTER—" Do the cadets dislike him as much as they did
Smith 7°

s Caprary Hann—* No, sir, T am told that he iz move popular. 1
lave heard of no doubt he will get through all richt. And here 1
will say, that had Mr, Smith been white he would not have gone so
far as he did.’

¢« Other officers of the post conenr with Captain Hall, but the en-
Jisted men seem to sympathize with Smith. One of them said, ‘I
don’t believe the officers will ever let a negro get through. They
don’t want them in the army.’

« Cadet Smith’s carcer for the three years of his service was indeed
a most unhappy one, but whether that unhappiness arose from

THE INFIRMITIES OF TEMPER

or from the persistent persecutions of his comrades cannot be au-
thoritatively said. One oflicer attributed much of the pugnacity
which Smith exhibited early in his course to the injudicious letters
sent him by his friends. In some of these he was advised to * fight




e o T ———

e et T e

-.....'.-. T

e

T

214 y ) 2
819 THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT.

for the honor of his race,’ and others urged him to brook no insult
{xt !I.u: f],!lllif*.-i of the white cadets. The menial duties ﬂ.rhivhilhﬂ
plebes * are called upon to do in their first summer encampme ¢
were looked upon by Bmith as personal insults thrum. i} {mJ. i 0 lit
thought his comrades made no complaint,. Then li;(: ;;ur!i-l] n-::]m-r‘:'l :
T.:_: a lad of his sensitive nature was almost 11|:h(~:u*1hié -u; i il l"ﬂ"
gional outbreak is not to be wondered at. ey S
¥ HE-!’r_urr: he had been in the Academy a week he wrote toa friend
complaining of the treatment he received from his ﬂ:]]r.n'rﬂ ; ]mn'r"
Jf'“*"r being published intensified the hostility uf: the oLIh: "‘rﬂf ”“-h
h:?nfn ufl!er this he had & fight with Cadet li:I!Rm| and mi:iri:i:dff::{;
with a dipper. Then followed the breach of discinline : i
"_‘-“"1‘1—111::“;1“1 and sentence, and finally thr_T :I{:E:-‘-:rljil‘ll:]t"l?;‘_fll“li_].-_f .
tion, which did not effect any good. Smith s::u.-z 1]I];11 f{-g-::w{:ffgu-
squad drill he was detached from the !-H[Imil. 1‘n.'. :lu; ca Iu‘tl E ST
and told that he was not to stand side by =ide wiih wl e e e
Y Wesr Poixvr, June 19" ; 2

TITE COLORED CADET.

HIE TRIALS AND PERSECUTION:S—THREE YEARS OF ABUSE—RETTLED

AT TAST—""ELT PERKINS " TELLS THE STORY

1o the Hdilor_of the Daily G raplic :

: “‘.-"L!mul, the 20th of May, 1870, I saw the colored Cadet. James
W. Bmith land at the West Point Dock. He was J.-t 1)},1 'tl. 1 “!m,“‘
]wrmmn! friend of mine, Judge Hoge, Member nf {i‘lf:itrrrtht( j'u :
.Lfnlumbl_‘l, South Carolina. The mulatto boy was ubont ﬁ':"['l;:l;'*t :’:”1
:flciu_'.; :H!{i}l with olive complexion and freckles, Beine iuu.'r.rf:;*r‘itﬁ
ipped his hat toa cade 2 j > 5
e :Lus he jumped from the ferry-boat and asked

“* £ Ower there, hoy,’ i i
, boy,” replied the cadet, pointing t
owned by the government, - e
.xﬂu arriving there the colored boy laid down his carpet-bag
registered his name, and asked for something to eat R
T e = o
What ! A meal of victuals for a nigger 7° asked the eclerk

“*Yes, sir, I'm hungry ¢ . L
eat.’ gry and I should like to buy something to

BiE o , L] T

"'t"r ell, you'll have to be hungry a good while if you wait ta zet
something to eat here,” and the elerk of the government hotel pu'-*-f1 Il
the eolored boy's carpet-bag off upon the floor s
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“ Jimmy Smith's fgther, who fought with General Sherman, and
came back to become an alderman in Columbia, had told the boy that
when he got to West Point among goldiers he would be treated justly,
and you can imagine how the hungry Loy felt when he trudged back
over the hot campus to see Colonel Black and General Behriver, who
was then Superintendent of the Academy,

““ The black boy came and stood before the eommandant and handed
him his appointment papers and asked him 1o read them. Colonel
Black. Colonel Boynton, and other officers looked around inguiringly.
Then they got up to take a good look at the first colored cadet. The
colonel, red in the face, waved the boy away with his hand, and, one
by one, the officers departed, speechless with amazement.

“In a few moments the news spread through the Academy. The
white cadets seemed paralyzed.

t Several cadets threatened to resign, some advocated maiming him
for life, and a Democratic * pleb " from Ilinois exclaimed, * I'd rather
die than drill with the black devil.” But wiser counsels prevailed,
and the cadets consented to tolerate Jimmy Smith and not drown or
Kkill him for four weeks, when it was thouglht the examiners would
*bilge ’ him,

“On the 16th of June, 1870, T saw Jimmy Smith again at West
Point and wrote out my experiences, e was the victim of great
aAnnoyance,

< At these insults the colored cadet showed a suppressed emotion.
e could not break the ranks to chastise his assaulter. Then if he
had fought with every cadet who ealled him a ¢ —— Dblack-hearted
nigger,’ he wounld have fought with the whole Academy. Not the
professors, for they have been as truly gentlemen as they are good
officers. If they had feelings against the colored cadet they sup-
pressed them. I say now that the indignities heaped upon Jimmy
Smith would have been unhearable to any white boy of spirit. Hun-
dreds of times a day he was publicly called names so mean that I
dare not write them,

« Once I met Jimmy Smith after drill. He bore the insulting re-
marks like a Christian.

i1 expeeted it," he said ; ‘ but it wuas not so at the Hartford
High Sehool. There I had the second honors of my class.’” Then
he showed me o catalogue of the Hartford High School, and there
was the name of James W, Smith as he eraduated with the next

highest honor.
“ On that oceasion T asked Jimmy who his father was.
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'* “ His name is Israel Smith.
nard, of Columbia.®
“* Then he was a slave? '

He used to belong to Sandres Guig-

CUSL B0 v Fy TRy d . v .
Yes, but when Sherman's army freed him he became a Union
soldier.’

* * And your mother ¢ °*

LS = | T o iy oy D ¥ ¢ .

'.t"' 1§ Catherine Smith, born free.” Here Jimmy showed his
mother's photograph. She looked
straight hair and regular features.
looking face.

like a mulatto woman, with
She had a serious, Mizs-Siddons-

** How did you come to ** the Point #' * T asked.

““Well, Mr. David Clark, of Hartford, promised to educate moe,
and he got Congressman Hoge to appoint me.’

** * How came Mr. Clark to become interested in you ?'

" Well, a very kind white lady—Miss Loomis—came to Columbia
to teach the freedmen. I went to school to her and studied so hard
and learned so fast that she told Mr, Clark about me. My father is
able to support me, but Mr. Clark is a great philanthropist and he has
taken a liking to me and he is going to stand by me.'

" * What does Mr. Clark say when yon write about how the cadets
treal you?'’

** The colored boy handed me this letter from his benefactor :

o Hantrorp, Juno 7, 1870,
18 - i - a ¥ £ .
Desr JeMWY : Yours, 15t inst,, s at hand and noted, L herewith inclose
Etamps,

** Let them call “nizger™ as much as they pleago § they will langh out of the
other corner of their mouth before the term is gver.

& ‘_'1'{?::r only way iz to maintain your digeity, Go straight ahead. T ANY [T
sonal insnli is offered, resist it, and then inform mo ; I will then see what Tean do
Baot I think yon need have no fear on that score, Have been out to Windham o n-l.x:
1}:1:.-5. All well, and send kind regards, Mary sails for Europe Satarday, President
Grant is to be here the 2d.  He will be my guest or Governor Jowell's,

5 Y onrs, ete.,
I Chane M
“* “Bo Mr. Clark knows the President, does he 7’
" " Why, yes; he knows everybody—all the great men, He's a
great man himself ;7 and this poor eolored boy stood up, 1 thought,
the proudest champion David Clark ever had. :

“*Yes, David Clark is a food man,’ I mused, as I saw the orate-
ful tears standing in the colored cadet’s cyes, .

“ When I got back to the hotel T heard a wishy-washy girl, who
came up year after year with a party to flirt with the eadets gay :
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¢« ¢ () dear ! it is hawid to have this colod cadet—perfectly dre'fful,
: : H - 1 ¥
1 should die to see my George standing next 10 him. )

“ RBut Miss Schenck, the daughter of General Schenek, our Min-
ister to the Court of St. James, told Jimmy Smith that she hoped he
would eraduate at the head of his class, and when the eolored boy
told me about it he said : g

¢« Oh. sir, a splendid lady called to see me to-day. I wish I knew
her name. 1 want to tell David Clark. |

“ Byery white boy at West Point now agreed 10 eut the colores
oy No one was to say a single word to him, or even answer yes or
no. At the same time they would abuse him and swear at him in
their own conversation loud enough for him to hear. Itis o Imm*::t-
able fact that every white cadet at the Point swears and chews to-
baceo like the army in Flanders. & |

‘¢ Agnin I saw Jimmy Smith on the 9th of July. }‘Im nﬂifm:s of
the Academy had been changed. Old _General Schriver had _I__ftw:1

R . T = 2 z 2 i ¥ e o : opl-
place to young General Upton. The young general is a man of E_‘
snee and a lover of justice. He sent for the colored boy, and taking

o oand :
his hand he said : p , 2 -

« My boy, you say you want lo resign, that you can stand Ehla
perseent ion no longer. You must not do it.  You are here A officer
of the army. You have stood a severe examination. You have
passed hm:m:'nh'l;.' and you shall not be persecuted into resigning. 1
am your friend. Come to me and you ghall have justice. -

““Then General Upton addressed the cadets on dress parade. e
1old them personal insults against their brother cadet, whose only
crime was color, must cease, _ i - :

“ One day a cadet came to Jimmy and znid he would befriend h.:m1
if he dared to, ‘but you know I would be ostracized if 1 shoul

speak to you.' =
g o % namo ¥ T asked
¢ What was the cadet’s name ¥ 1 asked. ‘ . ‘
¢ « Oh, T dare not tell 7" replied the eolored boy. ‘Xe would be
ruined, too.’ . o
« + Did vour father write to you when you ihought of resigning i
‘¢ ¥aq + hore is his letter,” replied the colored Loy :
¢ Yeg - here is his letter,” rej

WO COLUMBIA, 8. ., July 3, 1870.

Wwialy Trean Sow: I take great pleasure in anzwering your kind letter Te}elt_':o:ll
Inst 11iluht. I pray God that my lotter may find you in a better state of Jﬁiﬁnh{liig fn
than 'n.'.":'lmu youn wrote to me, I told you thatfyou would have trialsand difficnltie:

¢ndare. Do not mind them, for they will go likej chafl before the wind, and your
{-nem'm:a- will soom ba glad to gain your friendship. They do the same to all new-
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comers in avery college. Yon are clovated to a high position, and you must etand It
likes man. Do not let them rom yon away, for then they will say, the “nigrer’ won't
do. Show your spunk, and let them see that yon will fight. That is what you are
sent to West Point for. When they find yon are determined to stay, they will let
youalone, You must not resign on any nceonunt, for it i jnst what the Democrats
want. They are betting largely here that you won't get in. The rebels say if you
are admitted, they will devil you so much that yon ean’t stay. De s man: don't
think of Ieaving, and let me know il about your {roubles. The papers Eay you
have not been received. Do write me positively whether yon are recelved or not.

1 Times are lively here, for everybody is preparing for the Fourth of July, Thera
are five colored companics here, a1l in uniform, and they are trying to see who shall
excel in drill,

“iBtand your gronnd ; don’t resiem, and write me 200D,

*! From your affectionate futher, “ o TapAEL Sarm,t

“On the 11th of January I visited West Point again. Ifound all
the cadets still against the colored boy. A system of terrorism
reigned supreme.  Every one who did not take sides against the col-
ored boy was ostracized,

““ At drill one morning Cadet Anderson trod on the colored boy's
toes, 'When SBmith expostulated Anderson replied, * Keep your
toes away.” When Smith told about it Anderson got two other
white cadets to say he never said so. This brought the colored boy
in a fix. 3

** Last July I saw the colored cadet azain, e was still ostracized,
No eadet ever spoke to him. He lived a hermit life, isolated and
alone,

“ When I asked him how he got onwith his studies he said : © As
well as I am able, roaming all alone, with no one to help me and no
one to clear up the knotty points. If there is an obscure point in my
lesson 1 must go to the class with it. I cannot go to a brother
cadet.’

** *If you should ask them to help you what would they say ?7*

* “They would eall me a —— nigeger, and tell me to go back to the
plantation.’ .

* Yesterday, after watching the colored cadet for three years, T saw
him again. He has grown tall and slender. He talks slowly, as if
he had lost the use of language. Indeed many days and weeks he
has gone without saying twenty lines a day in a loud voice, and that
in the recitation-room.

* When they were examining him the other day he spoke slowly,
but his answers were correct. His answers in philogsophy were i_‘I:J'T-
rect. But they say he answered slowly, and they will find him defi-
cient for that. Find him deficient for answering slowly when the boy
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almost lost the use of language ! When he knew four hundred eyes
were on him and two hundred malignant hearts all praying for his
failure |

“ The colored cadet is now in his third year. The great question
at West Point is, Will he pass his examination? No one will know till
the 80th of June. It is my impression that lhe young officers have
marked him so low that he will be found deficient, The young offi-
cers hate him almost as bad as the cadets, and whenever they could
make a bad mark against him they have done it.

“  Dges any one ever speak to you now ' I asked,

“¢Np. 1 dare not address a cadet. I do not want to provoke
them., I simply want to graduate. I am satisfied if they do not
strike or harm me ; though if I had a kind word now and then I
should be happier, and I could study better.” Then the eolored Doy
drew 4 long sigh.

“ To-day T met General Howard, who was present at the colored
cadet’s court-martial. T asked him to tell me about it.

¢ ¢ Well Mr. Perking,” said the General, ' they tried to make oub
that the colored boy lied.’ :

¢« Yes' T interrupted, ‘ and they all say he did lie at the Point
now. How wasit?’

* ¢ 1t was this way : They accused him of talking on parade, and,
while trying to conviet him out of his own mouth, they askefl: him
“If on a certain day he did mot speak to a certain cadet while on
drill ' ** I did not speak to this cadet while on drill the day you men-
tion.”* answered Cadet Smith, * for the cadet was not in the parade

¥

that day.”’ . :
¢ "Phis answer startled the prosecutors, and, looking over the diary

of parade days, they were astonished to find Cadet Smith correct.

‘o« What then 7' I asked. : e g
¢ ¢ Whv they accuse him of telling alie n spirit, thongh not in

Just as if he was obliged

form, for he had talked on a previous day. :
ues-

to say any thing to assist the prosecufors except to answer their g

tions.’
¢t (teneral Howard believes Cadet Smith to be a good, honest boy.

I believe the same. P
(From the Savannak(Ga.) Morning News.)
¢t Ticutenant Flipper seems to have gone back on his Atlanta
friends. e came home from West Point with a good Academy record,
14




==y

Bis oo o St PR LT et o B

318 THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT.

and behaved himself with becoming dignity, The officers at the

barracks "treated him—not socially, but as an officer of the army—

with due respect, as did the citizens of Atlanta, who felt that he had
won credit by his good conduet and saceess.  But inan evil hour the
colored friends (¥) of Flipper ‘gave him a reeeption, and in full uni-
form he made them a speech, Now gpeech-making is a dangerous
thing, and this colored warrior seems to have been made a victim of
it. He distorted the official courtesies nf the officers at the barracks
into soecial courtesies, and abused the white people of the South be-
cause they did not give him and his race social equality. Not only
were sensible colored people displeased with his remarks, but many
white citizens who went {o the meeting friendly to Flipper left dis-
rusted with his senliments,""#

(From the Savannali (Ga.) Morning Neiwe))

A COLORED ARMY OFFICER.

** Lientenant Flipper iz his name. He is a living result of the
policy of Radicalizm which has declared from the first its determina-

“tion that, under any circumstances, the American citizen of African
descent shall enjoy all the privileges of his white brethren. Carrying

out this determination, and not dismayed at the fate of colored ecadet

Smith, who figured so Iargely in West Point annals a few vears ago,

cadet Flipper was sent to that institution to try his hand. e has

* If aman walks on the sireets with me, jnvites me to bis quarters, introduces
me to his comrades, and other like acts of courtesy, ought I to consider him treating
mé goclally or offieiaily ? I went to the garrizon in Atlanta to pay my respects to
the commandingofficer. 1 expected nothing. I met sn ofeer, who, with' four
others, had introduced himself to me on the cars, My ofiicial call had been made.
He took me around, introduced me to the officers, and showed me all possible at-
tention. T met another offlcer In the clty =everal daysafter this, He offered clzars,
Wi walked up and down the streets together.: Many times did we hear and comment
npon the remarks we overheard : *Is he walking with that nipger ¥ and the like.
He invited me into a droggist's to take some soda-water. 1 wenl in and got it,al-
though it was never eold there before to a person of color, We rode out to the
garrison together, and every attention was shown me by all. Andther officer tald
me that bofore I came the officers of the garrizon assembled to consider whether or
not they should recognize me, The nnanimons vote was * yes." "Was all this offi-
cial ¥ No. Itisthe white people, the disappeinied tyrants of Georgia, who try to
distort socinl conrlesies in official ones,

The “many white" people were some Lelf-dozen newspaper reporiers, whose
articles doubtless were partly wrilten when thes came. **Old 8i" in his spectacles
was promincntly conspicnous ameng them,

THE COLORED CADET AT WEST POINT. ; a19

eraduated, and now holds the commission of Second Lientenant of
Cavalry in the United States Army, the first of his race who has ever
attuined such a position. ‘

¢ Tt will be curious to watch young Flipper’s carcer as an oﬂw_nh
Time was when army officers were a very aristocratic and exclusive
get of gentlemen, whether they still hold to their old ideas, or not, we
do mﬁ know. There seems to be enough of the old feeling left,
however, to justify the belief that until some ﬁr]u':‘r.llr_aseeudums of
African parents graduate at the in stitution, Flipper will have & lonely
time. During his cadetship, we learn from no less an :.l‘.ll]!DI‘}l}' 1]1:11:
the New York Zribune, *the paper founded by IHorace Grf‘.ri!!t:‘_lr.
that he was let severely alone by his ﬁ-'l'lr':'ﬂ-'-:-—'LLul-:];t.i‘. ;\_t‘ﬁt}-l‘(l!l!g to
that paper, one of the cadets said, * We have no feeling :1|:r:uu,f.-'? ]11_11?;
but we could nof associate with him. It may have been ]}1‘1;_]1%11L(L
but still we eouldn’t do it.” This shows very clearly the animus
which will exist in the army against the colored officer. If at W est
Point. where he had to drill, ‘recite, eat, and perbaps .'-i]{:Ltl'J- with'™,
Liis white brothers, they couldn't associate with ll.ii‘-'l (notwithstand-
ine the fact that the majority of these whites were T\jn'thum men miul
ardent advocates of Radicalism, with its civil r:;.*.,hl.-:w and social
equality record), how can it be expected that they will nverw:mz:}
their frr:*jurii::n-s any more readily after they lm-::::um-::.ﬂfﬁ{:erﬂ. .-rht
Tyibune thinks they will, and that in time {he army will not lmaﬂn.tt,
to receive young Flipper, and all of his race who may ]mren!‘t(:r grﬁ:l-
uate at West Point, with open arms ; but the (-1!:1!145.*{':3 are that the
Tribune is wrong. Your model Yankee is very "r-':lhuj,; to 1;'1&::! !1111:;
negro 43 a kobby-horse upon which }0 nﬂ{.: into 1:11.,'|:r::eT and ]::};x_cr. .11 :
when it comes to inviting him to his house 311:1 embracing .n.m
brother he is very apt to be found wanting. I1hc .mﬂ 1. society LIn:_nl:i
tenant of Cavalry Flipper can ever hope to e1joy 13 t-JI:I.E- which ‘-“.:]
exist when there are enough of his race in the army ll.'..ll ;f‘ll‘}:‘.l:l a .z‘.r.r;' ,r{
d' Afrigue, and by that time he will be too ﬂ.]tl to de!lz_;-fln..ta iun:{:
]‘:la:l.snn-s. Meanwhile he will be doomed to a life ntf EEJ11E1111| _.uuﬁ snt ]1
communines, and be subjected to many such sambs as the v Bui-mxi%
Frederick Douglass has but recently recaivmll at the h:lufmf:l{‘:”h]‘u
champion mourner for the poor African—Rutherford B. Hayes.

The New York Zribune is right. The army 18
officered by men, not by West Point sadets, who are
only students and boys.
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(From the Savannah (Ga.) Morning Neis.)
CHEERS FOR FLIPPER.

““The miscegenationists and soeial equality advocates are making a
great deal of noise over the facts, fivst, that a negro has graduated at
West Point, and holds to-day & commission in the United States
Army ; and second, that when he went up to receive his diploma, he
was, nlone of all the members of his class, the recipient of a round of
applause, Great things are augured from these two circumstances,
especinlly the latter.

‘Tt is reasoned that now, that a negro has atIast been able to seenre
a commission in the military service of the country, the first step to-
wards the recognition of his race on the basis of social equality is
accomplished, by degrees prejudice will wearaway, and, in course of
time, black and white citizens of this republic will mingle freely and
without reserve: and this, it is claimed, is shown by the applause
with which the reception into the army of this African pioneer was
grected. For our part we don't see that these negro devotees and
miscerenationists have any reason to rejoice. It is just as impossibie
to establish perfect social equality between the Anglo-Saxon and Afri-
can races as it is to make oil and water unite, It i3 azainst nature,

and nowhere in the world iz the antipathy to such o mingling shown

more than in the North, and by no peaple so strongly as by the very

men who whine so incezsantly and so pretentiously about “ men and
brethren.” The negro in the Bouth has always found the white man
of the South to be his best and truest friend, and such will always be
the ease, notwithstanding that the Southern white will never consent
to social equality with his fellow-citizen of African descent.

** As to the applanse which greeted Flipper, that can easily be ac-
counted for. Nothing is more likely than that at West Point there
should have been gathered together a lot of old-time Bouth-haters,
who were ready to applaud, not so mueh to flatter Flipper as to show
that they were happy over what they felt to be a still further humilia-
tion of the South. 'That is all there is in that.

““We have no objections to such demonstrations of delight. As far
as we are concerned they may be indulged in to the heart’s content
by those who o desire. .But one piece of information we can give to
the young colored Georgia licutenant, If he thinks those who ap-
plauded him are going to invite him to their houses he will be greatly
disappointed. And if he does not die of overtating until those peo-

0
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ple invite him to dine with them, he will live to a good old age. Let
him take the fate of the recognized leader of his race, Fred Doug-
luss, as an example, and steer clear of his too demonstrative {riends.
Experience shows that so long as they can use him, they will be very
profuse in their professions of friendship ; but when that is done all
is done, and he will find himself completely cast aside, If Flipper
spes these words, let him mark our prediction.™

¢ And many false prophets shall arise, and deceive
many” (Matt. 24 : 11). Amen. That is all that
article is worth.

(From the Monmouth Inguirer, Frechold, N. J.)
LIRUTENANT FLIPPER.

 When Cloncress founded West Point, to be a trainine sehool for
those who were to be paid as public servants and to wear Elm public
livery, we do not think that it was intended that the institution should
.L-..r.-rva: as n hotbed for the fostering of aristocratic prejudices nultl the
assumption of aristocratic airs. Nor do we think that ‘i"-'lli.'t'-t I.Iflt}f}] n
declared the negro a freeman, and entitled to a freeman’s rights,
either he or the nation designed that the dusky gkin of the enfran-
chised slave should serve as an excuse for ignominy, torture, and
disoriice. Yet here, this year, in the graduating class fn:-ml Wn:at
Zl‘ulijlr, steps a young man among his white-skinned fellows, fif “,mh.m
a class of seventy-six members, whose four years of acudcn“nc life
have been one long martyrdom ; who has stood utterly alone, ignored
and forsaken among his fellows ; who has had net oone helping hand
from professors or students to aid him in fighting his hard battle, n..ml
whom only his own talents and sturdy pluck have gaved from entire
oblivion. “Yet in spite of all, he was eraduated ; he has 1::.!" t twenty-
six white students behind him; he ig a second liemtenant 1111|!n:- nc_;*
wlar army, and the story of his struggles and his hard-won victory 15
known from Oreron to Florida, All honor to the first of his race who
has stemmed the tide and won the prize. :

“ We donot think the faculty at West Point have done their duty in
this matter. One word, one example from them, would have stop-
ped the persecution, and it is to their disgrace that no such word was

spoken and no such example get.”’
1 have not a word to say against any of the pro-
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fessors or instructors who were at West Point during
the period of my cadetship. I have every thing to
say in their praise, and many things fo be thankful
for. I have felt perfectly free to go to any oflicer
for assistance, whenever I have wanted it, becaunse
their conduct toward me made me feel that I would
not be sent away without having received whatever
help I may have wanted. All Icouldsay of the pro-
fessors and officers at the Academy would be unqua
lifiedly in their favor,
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