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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.
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Your camera is automatically turned off.
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Today’s Documents

Army vs. Navy Servicemen’s World Series Roster, September 22, 1944.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09620.350)



Dr. Michael Neiberg

Michael S. Neiberg is a professor of history and chair of war
studies at the United States Army War College in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. His published work focuses on the First and
Second World Wars in global context. The Wall Street
Journal named his Dance of the Furies: Europe and the
Outbreak of World War I (Harvard University Press, 2011)
one of the five best books ever written about that war. His
latest book is When France Fell: The Vichy Crisis and the
Fate of the Anglo-American Alliance (Harvard University
Press, 2021). In 2017 he was awarded the Médaille d’Or du
Rayonnement Culturel from La Renaissance Française, an
organization founded by French President Raymond
Poincaré in 1915 to keep French culture alive during the
First World War. 



Roosevelt’s Green Light Letter 

FDR tossing the first ball at the official opening of the
baseball season, April 17, 1935. 

(United States Army Heritage and Education Center)

FDR receiving the baseball at the official opening of the
baseball season, April 17, 1935. 

(United States Army Heritage and Education Center)



Baseball in the Philippines

Soldiers playing baseball by the
Church of San Simon, Pampanga,

Philippines, ca. 1942–1945.
(United States Army Heritage and

Education Center)



19th-Century Soldiers’ Baseball Team

19th-century soldiers’ baseball team, n.d.
(United States Army Heritage and Education Center)



Army-Navy Servicemen’s World Series 1944

Army Air Force Sergeant Joe DiMaggio and Navy Chief Specialist Harold “Pee Wee” Reese with commanding officers, July 7, 1944.
(National Archives)



“Catch on to a Good Idea” - Yogi Berra promoting the
purchase of U.S. savings bonds, ca. 1951.

(National Archives)

Bonds and Baseball



Carl Moore’s Baseball Wedding 

Married amid Baseball Bats, ca. 1942–1943.
(United States Army Heritage and Education

Center)



Sergeant Listening to an MLB Game

Sgt. Charley Hensley of the 4006th ASU,
August 9, 1948.

(United States Army Heritage and Education
Center)



Australia Takes 2 of 3 in Allied League

W. Woolfe of NSW Team, October 8, 1944.
(United States Army Heritage and Education

Center)



Navy All-Stars v. Army All-Stars

Dominic P. Di Maggio and Benny McCoy,
November 5, 1944.

(United States Army Heritage and Education
Center)



Members of Army All-Stars Team

Members of the Army All-Stars baseball team, October 23, 1945.
(United States Army Heritage and Education Center)



Air Corps in Fort Randolph, TX

A baseball team in the Air Corps at Fort
Randolph, TX, ca. 1942–1945.

(United States Army Heritage and Education
Center)



Satchel Paige and Josh Gibson at the 1942 Negro League World Series,  1942.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10108)

Negro Leagues



Jackie Robinson 

“Rookie of the Year Jackie Robinson,” Negro Heroes #2 (1948), pp. 30–32.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC09639.02)



All-American Girls Professional Ball League

The Roster for the Racine Belles, 1944.
(The Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC10170)



All-American Girls Professional Baseball League Player Marg Callaghan, April 22, 1948.
(State Library and Archives of Florida)

All-American Girls Professional Ball League



The Rockford Peaches, All American Girls Professional Baseball League champions, 1945.
(The Library of Congress)

All-American Girls Professional Ball League



Upcoming Free Programs

Inside the Vault:

Book breaks: September 8 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
Jon Grinspan will discuss his book Wide Awake: The Forgotten Force That
Elected Lincoln and Spurred the Civil War. 

October 3 at 7 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
We will discuss the Salem Witchcraft Trials with Karin Wulf, Professor of
History at Brown University.


