
with Dr. Benjamin Carp

T H U R S D A Y ,  J U L Y  1 1 ,  2 0 2 4

Inside the Vault
Destruction of the King George Statue, 1776



If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions throughout the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy
Your microphone is automatically muted.
Your camera is automatically turned off.

How to Participate



Today's Documents

Gold Selleck Silliman to his son, July 27,
1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute,

GLC07480.01)

William Whipple to John Langdon, July
16,  1776. (Gilder Lehrman Institute,

GLC03186)

 Francois X. Habermann, La Destruction de la Statue Royale a
Nouvelle Yorck, Augsburg, Germany, 1776. (Gilder Lehrman

Institute, GLC06952)



Dr. Benjamin Carp
Benjamin L. Carp is the Daniel M. Lyons Chair in American History at Brooklyn
College. He focuses on urban politics, society, and culture in eighteenth-century
America. He has taught courses on American military history to 1900, colonial
American history, Revolutionary American history, women in early America, and
fear and violence in early America. He recently released his latest book, The Great
New York Fire of 1776: A Lost Story of the American Revolution (Yale University
Press, 2023). He is also the author of Rebels Rising: Cities and the American
Revolution (Oxford University Press, 2007) and Defiance of the Patriots: The
Boston Tea Party and the Making of America (Yale University Press, 2010), which
won the Society of the Cincinnati Cox Book Prize in 2013. With Richard D.
Brown, he co-edited Major Problems in the Era of the American Revolution, 1760-
1791: Documents and Essays, 3rd ed. (Cengage, 2014). He has written articles for
Colonial Williamsburg, the Wall Street Journal, and the Washington Post. Prior
to joining Brooklyn College and the Graduate Center, he taught at the University
of Edinburgh and Tufts University.



William Faden, A Plan of New York Island with
Part of Long Island... [first issue], London, England,

1776. (Library of Congress)



John Kirk, Bronze medal of George III, British Isles,
1760. (British Museum) 

https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/object/C_M-4635


 Joseph Wilton, William Pitt, the Elder,
First Earl of Chatham (1708-1778), circa

1770. (New-York Historical Society) 



H. Finkelstein & Son, Bowling Green, New York City, American
Art Publishing Co., 1916. ( New York Public Library)

Arturo Di Modica, Charging Bull, New York, NY, 1989.
(Photograph  by Andrew Henkelman, 2020)



William Faden, A Plan of New York Island with
Part of Long Island... [first issue], London, England,

1776. (Library of Congress)



The Yankie Doodles Intrenchments near
Boston 1776, 1776.  (British Museum) 



William Faden, A Plan of New York Island with Part
of Long Island...[first issue], London, England, 1776.

(Library of Congress)



James Earle Fraser, Equestrian Statue of Theodore Roosevelt, New
York, NY, 1939. (Photograph by Edward Blake, 2015)



Johannes Adam Simon Oertel, Pulling
Down the Statue of King George III,

1852–53. (New-York Historical Society)



La Destruction de
la Statue Royale a
Nouvelle Yorck

 Francois X. Habermann,  La Destruction
de la Statue Royale a Nouvelle Yorck,

Augsburg, Germany, 1776.
 (Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC06952)



John C McRae, Pulling Down the
Statue of George III by the "Sons of

Freedom," at the Bowling Green,
City of New York, 1859.

 ( New York Public Library)

Pulling Down the
Statue of George
III by the “Sons of
Freedom,” at the
Bowling Green,
City of New York,
July 1776



William Whipple to John Langdon

William Whipple to John Langdon, July 16, 1776.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC03186)

“Independence was proclaim’d in
the army at New-York last

Wendsday, when the Leaden King
in the Bowling Green was

dismounted & is by this time cast
into Bullets for the destruction of
this Tools of Tyranny may every

one of them be properly
commission’d”



 Gold Selleck Silliman to his son

Gold Selleck Silliman to his son, July 27, 1776.
(Gilder Lehrman Institute, GLC07480.01)

“The Next Morning after I got into Town, I
went toward the Fort and there I saw his

Majesty and his Horse, tumbled Headlong
down on the Ground, and since that they are
both run up into Bullets; for they were both

made of Lead.”



 Francois X. Habermann,  La Representation
du feu terrible a Nouvelle Yorck, Augsburg,

Germany, 1778. (Library of Congress)

Representation du feu
terrible a Nouvelle
Yorck



Gettysburg College–Gilder Lehrman 
MA in American History

Fully online and mostly asynchronous, 30-credit graduate
degree program in American History 

K-12 educators, including teachers, community college
instructors, district supervisors, librarians, museum
professionals, and National Park Service employees

What is it?

How much are courses?

Who is eligible?

$750



Gettysburg College–Gilder Lehrman 
MA in American History

Courses are offered during the fall, spring, and summer
terms. Apply for admission and begin during any term. 

gilderlehrman.org/ma

When can i start?

Where ELSE can i learn more?

Where can i learn more?

At our upcoming open house, on Wednesday, July 24, at
8 p.m. ET. 



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault:
We will be joined by Dr. Allen Guelzo (Princeton University) to discuss
materials related to the Lincoln-Douglas Debates, 1858.

July 14 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
Fareed Zakaria will discuss his book Age of Revolutions: Progress and
Backlash from 1600 to the Present.

Book breaks:

August 1 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)

Teacher Seminars Online 
Sign up for upcoming Teacher Seminars Online! Visit
gilderlehrman.org/teacherseminars to learn more and register for our seven
upcoming seminars.

June 24-August 8



Upcoming Programs

The highly popular Who Can Vote? traveling exhibition is now available for
rent or purchase to the general public! Reach out to
exhibitions@gilderlehrman.org or visit our webpage for more information on
bringing history right to your organization! 

Learn about the historical research process in this step-by-step guide
focused on WWII Veterans. As you progress, you will have opportunities
to apply what you are learning: https://www.gilderlehrman.org/veterans-
legacy-program/wwii-veteran-research-guide

Traveling Exhibitions

How to Research a WWII Veteran


