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If you would like to ask a question, you can use the Q&A feature.
We will be answering audience questions at the end of the session.
The views expressed here are those of the historian.

For Security and Privacy
Your microphone is automatically muted.
Your camera is automatically turned off.

How to Participate



Dr. Adam Laats

Adam Laats is a professor of education and history at
Binghamton University (SUNY). He taught middle
school and high school for ten years in Milwaukee and
earned his PhD in US History from the University of
Wisconsin-Madison in 2006. He is the author of several
books, including The Other School Reformers:
Conservative Activism in American Education (Harvard
University Press, 2015) and the forthcoming Mr.
Lancaster’s System: The Origins of US Public Education,
1800-1840. Professor Laats offers commentary about
history and education at the Atlantic, Washington Post,
Slate, and Chronicle of Higher Education.
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120 Years of American Education: A Statistical Portrait, January 1993. (National Center for Education Statistics)
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David Ramsay,  A Map Historical and Biographical Chart, Philadelphia, ca. 1815.
 (American Philosophical Society)
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Mark Twain, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 1876. 
(Internet Archive)



Robert M. Yerkes,  Army Beta Tests, 1921.
 (The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery [ASVAB])

Army Beta Tests



George Estes, The Old Cedar School, 1922.
(Oregon Historical Society)

The Old Cedar School
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Upcoming Programs
 David McCullough Essay Prizes

The Gilder Lehrman Institute is now accepting submissions for the 2024 David McCullough Essay
Prizes. The contest  will recognize fourteen outstanding high school student research and
interpretive essays with cash prizes of up to $5,000. This contest is named in memory of David
McCullough (1933–2022)—a Pulitzer Prize–winning historian and Gilder Lehrman Life Trustee—
and honors his career telling America’s stories and examining its histories. High school students
attending schools in our Affiliate School Program are eligible and encouraged to participate. The
two essay categories are as follows:

Research Essay: Students are invited to submit a research essay incorporating primary and
secondary sources on a topic in American history from 1491 to 2001.
Interpretive Essay: Students are invited to submit an interpretive essay focusing on analysis of
one primary source from American history, 1491 to 2001, in the Gilder Lehrman Collection 

To be considered for the David McCullough Essay Prizes, students, or their teachers or parents, can
submit the student entry by 8:00 p.m. ET on Friday, June 28, 2024. 



Upcoming Programs

Inside the Vault: July 11 at 7 p.m. ET (4 p.m. PT)
We will be joined by Dr. Benjamin Carp to discuss materials related to the
destruction of the King George statue in New York City, 1776.

Book Breaks: June 9 at 2 p.m. ET (11 a.m. PT)
Rachel L. Swarns will discuss her book The 272: The Families Who
Were Enslaved and Sold to Build the American Catholic Church.


