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Bartolome de las Casas narrative: A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies 
Seville, Spain 1552 
A full text is available here.  
 
“These People were found by them to be Wise, Grave, and well dispos'd, though their usual 
Butcheries and Cruelties in opressing them like Brutes, with heavy Burthens, did rack their 
minds with great Terror and Anguish. At their Entry into a certain Village, they were 
welcomed with great Joy and Exultation, replenished them with Victuals, till they were all 
satisfied, yielding up to them above Six Hundred Men to carry their Bag and Baggage, and 
like Grooms to look after their Horses: The Spaniards departing thence, a Captain related to 
the Superiour Tyrant returned thither to rob this (no ways diffident or mistrustful) People, 
and pierced their King through with a Lance, of which Wound he dyed upon the Spot, and 
committed several other Cruelties into the bargain. In another Neighboring Town, whose 
Inhabitants they thought, were more vigilant and watchful, having had the News of their 
horrid Acts and Deeds, they barbarously murdered them all with their Lances and Swords, 
destroying all, Young and Old, Great and Small, Lords and Subject without exception.” 
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