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Source 3 Transcription 
Letter written by Samuel Morse on June 25, 1864 
 
 
My dear Sir, 
 
  Accept my thanks for your kindness in sending me the very 
interesting and able letter of the Hon. Secretary Seward to M. Chandler 
on the subject of W. Collins petition for the aid of the government in 
constructing our Overland international Telegraph line.  I had seen 
extracts from it and allusions made to it in several papers, and was upon 
the point of soliciting a copy from M. Steward as a document I wish to 
preserve, but your friendly consideration makes it unnecessary. 
  To you, as well as to myself, the rapid progress of the Telegraph 
throughout the world, must seem wonderful, and with me you will 
doubtless often recess to our friend Annie’s inspired message” What hath 
God wrought?  This is indeed, his marvelous work and to him be the 
glory. 
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Copy the primary source, cut apart and tape together into a strip.  This was the first 
telegraph sent by Samuel Morse. 
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S
From the first paragraph….. 
 

Dear Sidney, 
 You will see by the papers, how 
great _______ has attended the first 
efforts of the Telegraph.  That 
sentence of Annie Ellsworth’s was 
divinely _________, for it is in my 
thoughts day and night.  “What hath 
God wrought?”.  It is his work, and 
he alone could have carried me thus 
far through all my trials and enabled 
me to triumph over the obstacles 
physical and moral which oppose me. 

Source 7 Transcription                Samuel Morse writes to his brother Sidney. May 31, 1844 

From the second paragraph…… 
 

 The Convention at Baltimore 
happened most opportunely for the 
display of the powers of the Telegraph, 
especially as it was the medium of 
correspondence in any instance between 
the Democratic Convention and the first 
candidate elect for the Vice Presidency.  
The enthusiasm of the crowd before the 
window of the Telegraph Room in the 
Capitol was excited to the highest pitch at 
the announcement of the nomination of 
the Presidential Candidate, and the whole 
of it afterward seemed turned upon the 
Telegraph.  They gave the Telegraph 3 
cheers, and I was called to make my 
appearance at the window, when three 
cheers were given to me by some hundreds 
present, composed mainly of members of 
Congress. 
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Source 8 Transcription 
 
From the last line on the first page and the top of the second page of another letter written in May 7, 
1844 from Samuel Morse to his brother Sidney 
 
 
 
You will see by the papers that the Telegraph is in successful operation 
for twenty-two miles….The nomination of Mr. Frelinghuysen as Vice-
President was written, sent on, and the receipt acknowledged back in 
two minutes and one second, a distance of forty-four miles.  The news 
was spread all over Washington one hour and four minutes before the 
cars containing the news by express arrived.  In about a fortnight I 
hope to be in Baltimore, and a communication will be established 
between the two cities. 
 
 
 


